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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, &c. 






There is an author, one Saunders, whose le- 
gendary writings have ever been rejected by the 
lovers of truth, that has the confidence to assert, 
in his first book of the English wars, that as soon as 
the Irish had received the Christian faith, they 
submitted themselves, their consciences and es- 
tate8» to the management of the Pope of Rome, 
and that they acknowledged no other sovereign 
prince in that kingdom, but the Roman Pontiff, 
from the first establishment of Christianity in the 
island, till it fell into the hands of the English, un- 
der king Henry II. His expression is this:* "The 
inhabitants of Ireland, immediately upon embra- 
cing, the Christian faith, surrendered themselves, 
" their estates and fortunes, under the dominion 
•* of the Pope of Rome, nor did they own any 
"supreme prince, in that kingdom, besides the 
" Roman Pontiff, down till that time/* But the 
falsehood of this assertion is evident from the tes- 
timony of that ancient record, the Psalter of Cash- 
el, which speakingoftbe prophet Irial, a renown- 
ed monarch of Ireland, and a son to Heremon, 
relates, that many of that ittustrious line filled the 
throne, both before and for many ages after Chris- 
tianity was received in that kingdom. His words 
upon. this occamon are these :t "Irial the prophet 
" reigned ten yeaps, and before the f^ith of Christ 
"was propagated in Ireland by Saint Patrick, 
** there were fifty-seven kinga of his race, who 

* Hibernia initio staticn post religionetn acceptatn, se tuaque 
omnia in Pontificis Roraani ditionem dederunt, nee quemque 
alium supremuoi principem Hibernis ad illud usque tempus 
pr0ter unucn Pontificem agnoyerunt. 

f Irial propheta per decern anno8 regnavtti et antequam re* 
gula Christ! per Patricium serouiatii esset in Hiberni4, de 
•emine ejusdem regis quinquaginta septem reges regnaverunt 
super Hiberniami et post Patricium de prole ipsius quioquagin- 
ta reges. 
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** governed that kingdom, and after the. time ef 
" St. Patrick, there were fifty ktn^s ih successicrft 
" of the same family.** Apd this account is con- 
sistent with the ancient records of the kingdom, 
which take nQ notice of subjection . to the see qi 
Rome, but mention in the regal tables, a succes- 
sion of prinpes of the^oyal Irish blood, and that 
the kingdom was governed independently by its 
own kings. ' 

The author of the ?olichronicon agrees with 
the preceding account ; the words are,* " From 
'^ the arrival of St Patrick till the time of Feidh- 
" Km, there were thirty-threekings, who governed 
the kingdom for 400 years : in the reign of this 
prince, the Norwegians made a conquest of the 
country under Turgesius, their general.** Feidh- 
Km was king of Munster, in whose time the king 
of Norway tran^rted a body of ^lardy troops, 
and brought the island into great troubles ; and 
from thi^ citation it appears, that the Pope had not 
the sovereignty of the kingdom, but that it was 
governed successively by many monarchs of the 
J^ilesian raee^ after the time of St. Patrlek, till 
the invasion of the Norwegians, who are other- 
wise called Fionnlochlannuig. The same author 
has this expression in the same place :t ** From 
^ the time of Turgesius till the reign of Roderick, 
" the last monarch in Conacht, there were seven- 
" teen kings on the*throne^. of Ireland.** From 
these testimonies it is evident, that th^ Roman 
PontifThad not the supreme authority in the island. 
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* Ab advsnttr-Sancti Patricii usque ad Feidhlimidii rijgis. 
tempora, trigi6ta tresreges per quadringeDtos annbs in Hiberbia 
regnarcrunt^ tempove autem Feid)ilmiidii NorvecieiiMS dy^ 
Tiirgesio terraBulMKnc occuparunt. 

f A tempore Turgesii usque ad ultimum monardium, Ro* 
doricum, Coaaciae regem, decern et septem teges in Hibernift 
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. fi^m the time of St. i^Uldi till the Englsslv 

ved, under Henty 11. and settled in the country. 

. , This account is farther confirmed by the testi- 

monj^ of Anselra, archbishop of Canterbury, who 

inscribet his thirty-sixth epistle,* ** To thJ^ illus* 

" ** trious Moriartach, or Mortough 6 Bryen, by 

' ^ flie grace of God, king of Ireland.'* Thj* epis- 
tle is to be found %! the works of archbishop ' 

, Usher, that learned prelate, who has with indefat- 
igable pains collected the epistles that were sent* 
between England and Ireland, an^ other greM 
persons of b>th nations, and preserved them to *^ 
posterity. The same archbishop Anselm wrote 
another letter to the same prince, and calls him 
expressly the renowned king of Ireland ; and arch* . 
bishop Lanfrahc, one of his sa9cessoi*& in th^ se4i ^ 
of Canterbury, wrote a letter to Terlagh 6 Bryen, 
king of Ireland, in the year 1074, and introduces 
|t in this form }t ^* Lanfranc, a shiner, and tb^ 
*^ unworthy archbishop of the holy church of 
^ Canterbury, to the most magnificent Terlagh, 
king of Ireland, our benediction with our 
serviee and prayers." The learned U$hen in 
the same book, has preserved an epistle of great 
importance iipon this subject, wherein Henry I. 
king of England, wrote to Rodolplius, archbishop 
of Canterbury, recommending to him, for holy 
orders, one Gregory, that upon admis»on into the 
priesthood be might be consecrated, at the request ^ 
of tht Iriygef Irelatid, to the bishc^rick of Dublin. 
This epistle was written in the year 1 123, wherein 
is tliis expression :$ '* The king of Ireland .has 

^ Mttiiardadio ghmosO) gratia Dei^ regi H9KraiaB. 

^ Lttofiriiici»^cc8tor« et. iDdigiiU8 saactie DoroT«ni«iiia, 
ecciesiae archiepiscdpus, magnifioo rcgi Hibernias Terdeluacd 
benedicti<&ieni cum servitioet orattonibas. 

X Mabdatif tnifai rax Hibfinmin per breve tmmvM burgenHBi 
Dublmis, quod degertint hone Gregoiiam in epif copusi^ e( mm. 
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giv«i> mt to undeial;^dt.tfcit by his writ» qHd bjT 
^' t\\e consent of the burghers of DttbliQ, thu^ 
'* Gregory i$ cfao$en to be a bishop, and they send- - 
*^ him to yOiiJt^ ix^ consecrated ; my will ther^foro ' 
is« tluit you satisfy tlicix* desire by configurating . 
bim witliout delay*** 
From what has been before said upon this suli^ 
ject« and from the concurrinf^itstimony of so many 
authoritii^y it appear^ that the kingdom of Ireland 
u^as. governed by moixarchs of tiie Milesian line, 
till the English invaded and settled in the country } 
and it ia likewise evident, that the Koman ponti^ 
had Tio right of sovereignty, nor exercised any ju- , 
rifidiction. in the island, frotn tlie time of St* Ta^ 
^ick, than what lire administered and laid, claim, to 
ID other nations, xi^i only in France and Spain» but 
in moat of the countriea of Christendom, which 
were governed by their own kipgs^ and paid no hch 
mage to the^sae of Rome aa to a temporal p^nce. 
It n»us^ be <;onfessed, notwidistanding^ that 
abopt seVenty»seven years before the English invii* 
tation, Donough the son of Brven Boroin^he, un- 
^ d^rtQok a Journey to Rome, and had a comngrissioQ 
: from tlie principal nobility and gentry of the is^ 
Jand, to oiler thenisel vestas subjects to the aee of 
Romerand implore .the protection of the Rqimq 
Ponti^: and the reason of this act of subpiission , 
was, becaufie tiie petty princes of the island w^re 
(ontinually quvirreiling about tlie bouqds of their 
\ territories : and these contests had so harassed and 
impoverishe^i tlie island, that the inhabitants chose 
rather to submit themselve&to a foreign power, 
than to be subject to the tyranny and oppression of 
their own kings. And what seemed to induce th# * 
people to oifer their submission to the see of Home 

nitlfattt til^i eonsocnuidimi; uad)9 iSibi waamiQ iik jifltitliQMttar 
turn sali«ftciet» ejus cooffcr^tionem mm dUatioee ixup loaiw . 
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8 THE fiENERAt filStORY 

Was» thai tlie Pontiff ^as not only asprntodl, but 
a temporal prince, of great interest and authority 
throughout Christendom, and able, by lys assist* 
knee or mediation in the courts of iareign princeft^ 
to establish the peace and secure the liberties and 
privilegps of the country. But this surrender df 
tl^e island into the hands of the P<^e, is no «vi« 
^enpeto confirm whaifis asserted by some authors^ 
^\ho i%late/ that the emperor Constantine, upon 
his receiving the Christian faith, conferred th* 
Western isle of Europe, which is Ireland, upoq 
Pope Sylvester ; which is impossible to be true> 
for this reason, because this island was never con* 
quered by the Romans, nor in' the possession of 
Constantine, or any other emperor or Rome ; and 
Iherefore it would be ridiculotfs in that emperor^ 
or any other, to make a grant of an island to a 
prince, which he had no right to himself, and was 
never under his authority. Nor can it be supposed 
with reason, that an island so fruitful, so populous, 
so wealthy, and of s6 considerable an extent as th^ 
country of Ii:eland, should be without a king to 
comntand it, for so many ages, but be governed by 
the Pope, arid by his deputies,; from the time of 
iSt* P&trick till the invasion by the English, wIk) 
Subdued it, and made it a tributary province ; but 
we have been too long in ^futing the falsehood of 
Saunders, an author ofno credit, thoughit was pror 
per to remove this objection before we proceeded 
farther in tlie course of this history. 

Laogaire was the succeeding mpnarch. 
, 407' He was the son of Niall, the herd of the 
' '* nine hostages, and wore the crown thirty 
years J the mother of this Irish king was Roigh-. 
each. In the fourth year of this prince's reign^ 
Pope Celestine commissioned St Patrick with 
proper^ owers, «ttd sent him into IreUnd to pro-* 
pa^te the Christian faith, and ta establish the 
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mhabitants in the belief of the Gospel. It was ob- 
served before, that St. Patrick was briKigbt a cap^ 
tive, from France into Ireland by Niail, in tlW 
jiinth year ef his reign, and that this saint was 
then a youth pf sixteen years of age. Niall, after 
his victories in France^ and' his return hdoie with 
Jiis captives, enJQyed the crown eighteen year»: 
DaJthy, as we said before, was his successor, and 
he reigned twenty*three years* Now by addiite 
the eight years of Niall, after St« Patrick arrivea 
in Ireland, to the whole reign of Dathy, we come 
to tlie number of forty-one years j with which H 
we reckon si:steen years, that was the age of the 
saint wheal he was carried into captivity, and join 
to them four years of the reign of* Laogaire^ it k 
evident, that St. Patrick was six^.one jrears of 
age when Pope Celestine sent him into Ireland t# 
convert tlie country, and introduce Christianity 
among the inhabitants. 

And to confirm this computation, we have aa 
evidence, theconcurring testimony of a book en- 
titled^ '* Martyrologium>'' which asserts that St. 
Patrick was 1S% years of age when he died ; 
which proves that his age was sixty-one years whea 
he arrived in Ireland to execute his commission, 
and preadi thegospel ; for it is beyond dispute, 
that he continued in the country sixty-one years, 
in convmtiiig the inhabitants, before his death* 
But St Patrick was not the first person deputed 
by Pope Cdestine to recommend the Christian 
£iithtothe Irish, for Palladius, abisliop, was sent 
before him in the year 480, as the venerable Jiede, 
in his English annals, particularly mentions; his 
expression is^* << Palladius was the first bishop 
** that was sent by Pope Celestine to the Christian 

^ Anno quadriagentettimo tneessimo Paliadhis ad Scotoa in 
Christina eradancas ft Caleilmo Papa priaA# mittitiir apitcdpiA. 
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«• Scots.^' i'he arrival of this prelate in tlie island^ 
was m tlie ^hird year of the reign of Laogaire, 
^ich w^ in the year preceding the landing of 
St. Patrick, as his successor, on the -^aaie imports 
ant negociatioTK 

.Palladias, in this expedition, was attended by 
twelve clergymen ; with them he arrived in Ire- 
land, and landed in the north part of the proyftjce^ 
. of Leinster, at a place called Inbher'Deaghadh. 
Here he ereisted three churches, which he conse* 
crated, and <ledicated them to three eminent 
* aaints : the first was called Cillfinne, where he 
deposited his books, and some valuable relicks of 
the apostles St. Peter and St. Paul ; the second 
was Teach na Romhanach ; ami the third had 
fte nime of Domnach Arda. When he-had fin-** 
Ashed the solemnity of consecration, anVj before 
he had an opportunity of making any number of 
proselytes among the inhabitants, he was^eized 
bylNathi, the son of Garchon, a violent bigot for 
the old pagan .religion, who had the principal coiii- 
mand in tliat part of tiie country, md oUiged PaU 
la^iua and bis followers to i^andon their design, 
and quit the island to preSeirve their lives. 

One year after the expulsion of PaHadius, St. 
Patrick, not discouraged by the ill fortune of his 
predecessor, cami3 into Irdand, and rest^ving to 
proseciite his desigf)s with vigour and Christian 
zeal, he brought ovei- witft him twenty-four of the 
Soman clergy to assist him in his undertaking. 
This account is in some measure apposed by Hen* 
ricus Antisiodoiensis, wbo, in the life of St. Ger- 
ixmnus, in the 128th chapter, asserts, that St* 
PttiSck bronght with. him thirty fidy men of 4ihe 
episcopal order, and dispersed . them over Che 
C(juntry. These are the words of that author,* 

* ■ 

*, Benedictus Pi4ifelu« Hinere longo de regione longtequft 
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OP IRELAND, 11 

"The blesseJ St. Patrick, having finislied hfs 
** journey from a very distant countiy, not only 
♦* comforted his followers by his presence, but he 
Appointed thirty bishops, whom he had gathered 
together from the ;parts beyond sea, after he 
•* had consecrated them, into the Lord's harvest, 
•* because it was great and the labourers were few*** 
From hence it appears, that St. Patrick proposed 
to himself the conversion of the whole islafid. 
which it was impossible for him to accomplish in 
his own person, and therefore he brought over 
with him anumber of pious and learned associates,' 
to carry qn the work, and the more effectually to 
propagate the faith ; and when he arrived in the 
country, he enquired after those Scots who had 
embmced the Gospel from thb preaching of Palla- 
dius, whom he received into communion, and or- 
dained laws and canons for regulating his converts, 
and forming them into discipline ; which injunc- 
tions were religiously observed by the Irish Chris- 
tians throughout the kingdom, for 400 years after 
the death of St. Patrick, until the island was inva- 
ded by the Danes. About the time that this Irish 
apostle entered upon the execution of his office, 
there was a mint erected, at Ardmach and Casbel, 
and money coined for the service of the state. 

Henricus Antisiodorensis above-mentioned, in 
his 174th chapter, asserts, that St. Patrick laid 
but the whole Kingdom into certain divisions, and 
disposed the inhabitants, their cattle, and their 
goods, and all their effects, into such a method, 
that he knew the produce of all the land, and un- 
derstood the private fortune, and the abilities of 



peracto, et pnmntift soft suos exUlarabat, et trigtota episcopos 
ex traBsmarioit partibus congr^gatos, et a se consecratos in 
Domini meuem, eo qued eaaet muUa et gperarii pauci} det- 
tinabat. 

VOL. M. - 



2£ 



THfi GENERAL RIStaRT 



^1 the p6op1e« The tenth, not only of the fruits 
of the earth, but of the inhabitants, their cattle^ 
and their substance, he separated for the support 
of the clergy; the men he ordained into some re« 
ligious order oC the Roman Catholic church, the 
women he settled in convents and nunneries by 
themselves ; for he had erected monasteries anct 
other structures for ttieir reception,. and appointed 
a sufficient revenue for their constant support* 
This author is express to this purpose, where he 
delivers himself in this manner:* ** He built a 
"^reat number of monasteries, for the convenience 
^' of the men, whom lie mademonks, and of the 
*' women, whom he sepamted as nuns, and assign* 
<* ed the tenth part of the lands, and of the cattle, 
" for their tiiainteniance.'' The same writer ob* 
tervts farther upon this subject, that by the order 
and prudent tnanagement of St. Patrick, there 
was not the least part of the whole kiMdom that 
did libt abound with religious persons 6t exempla* 
ry piety, whose devotion and holy lives were ad* 
mired and had in reverence amoAff the neighbour* 
ing nations, who u$uatly distingnished therountry 
or Ireland by the name of The Island of Saints. 

Nonnius, a Welsh author, in the history of 
Wales, bestowfv great eneon>iums upon St. I^a« 
trick, and among other excellencies of his charac* 
ter, relates,! that *' he founded 355 churcbesi and 
^^ consecrated the same number of bishops> bat 
^* for presbyters, he oitlained 3000 of them,'* The 
testimony of this writer is confirmed by the author* 
ity of an old poet, who delivers the same account 
in the folk>wipg lines. 

* Omnes ergo mares momichos, feminas sanctas moniale* 
effdei|8, in«ibM»^a tBddtettl^'^Meatit; deeiaiiiMiiq^ ]^oviio* 

ro ; presby teroa autem usque ad tria millia ordinavit. 



OF IRELAK9. 18 

The bles«*d St. Patrick, with hit pri«itly hands, 
The rite of consecratiioadid confer 
Upon the most religious af liia cler^, 
Three hundred and fiAy-five in nitfnber. 
He likewise for the service of the cbarchi 
As many sacred structures did erect. 
And presbyters ordaiued three tliousand. 

If it should seism impfobabla, and tio^^easy to fai 
credited, that so great a number of biabops should 
lie consecrated and disposed in thiB/isUnd ^t one 
time by St. Patrick, l^t the testtmony of St« Beff 
nard be admitted, to take oiF this dimculty, wIuh 
trei^ingia th^life of St. Malachiai, eoiicerning the 
ecclesiastical easterns aad di<icipline originally esf 
tablished in tlie Irish church, makes use of thi$ 
expression,^ ** The bishops are> changed aod igmh 
tiplied at the will and discretion fii* tlie meti^ 
politan ; so thjit one bishopries was not content 
with one bishop, but every parCiet^ar church wm 
governed by its own particular btsbopt*' From 
the testimony of this writer it isppears, that tll# 
bishops of Ireland werevery numerous when Chrisf 
tianity began to be eBt£d>lished in the tinfie of St« 
Patrick ; and indeed the necessity ^f the church, 
that was then in her infeitcy, required the joint 
(sndeavours of many faithfi;il pwtors to Compose 
end qualify the iiiinds of mw converts, and to 
guard against the attempts of the great enemy of 
mankind, whose kingdom was shaken by tlie zeal 
and devotion of these prelates, and in apparent 
dapger of bein^ overthrown* And, es furtner evi^ 
dence upon this pubje^t, let it be considered, that 
the ancient records of the kingdom inform us» 
that every deanery in the island had a bishop to 
preside over it: wd the old chronicles relate, 

* Mutantur et^ultiplicantur episcopi pro libiti^ metropc^* 
tani ; ita ut unus episcopatus uno non esset co^teptusi sed sm- 
gulae pene ecclesias singulos baberent episcopos. 

- 
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that St. Patrick consecrated two archbishops in 
the country ; th6 archbishop of Ardmadi, who 
was primate of atl Ireland, and the archbishop of 
CasheK The first . of these prelates exercised a 
plenitude of power over the whole kingdom, es- 
peciully his jurisdiction extended over Leath Cu- 
mn ; tne other had authority over Leath Modha» 
Imt in obedience and subordinate to the primate 
and metropolitan. 

Tl^'e reason of this distribution orecdesiasticat 
power seems to be, because the sovereignty of the 
kingdom was in possession of the royal line of He* 
remoii, of whose posterity was the monarch then 
r^gning, Laogaire, the son of Niall, th6 renowned 
hero of the nine hostages. There wer« many per- 
sonages of rank and quality descended from the 
royal branches of this family, who became early 
4:5onverts to the Christian faith, and received the 
initiation of baptism from the hands of St. Patrick 
upon his first publicsltion of the Gospel. The 
most eminent of those most noble proselytes wer6 
£ogati end Conall, who, with tKe principal rela* 
tions of their family, insisted that the metro* 
political church that was to preside over the king* 
dom, should be erected and established at Leath 
Cuinn, and should have* the precedency, and 
exercise a jurisdiction in spirituals over all the 
bishops in the island ; and' this privilege they were 
the nK)re importunate to obtain, because they had 
the supreme command over the kingdom at that 
time, and they were willing ^hat the new archie- 
piscopal see should b^ honoured with the same 
rights and dignities, and be equally extiensiVe with 
their temporal powfer. F6r the same reason it 
was, that thd descendants from the line of Heber 
Fionn desired, and obtained from St. Patrick, that 
th^ see in the second degree of jurisdiction and 
authority should be appointed in the division of 
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the country which they enjoyed, and wherein they 
had the supreme command^ and accordingly tm 
archiepiscopal diocese of Oasliel, in Lefth Modha^ 
wa$ established, because there lay the estate of 
that inu8ti*ious family, who were invested with 
great immanitie^ and privileges in these parts» 
which they wei*e in possession of from the reign of 
Conn, and exercised under the successive inon«> 
archs of the kingdom : and this receives addition* 
al evidence from the testimony of the most an* 
thentic records of the island, which not only men- 
tion tlie archbishop of Cashet, under the title of 
archbishop of Munater, but likewise he is particu* 
larly caHed the archbishop of Leath Modha, in 
the ancient records. - 

Some have imagined that Imlioch Jobliair was 
the seat of an archbishop, in the time of St Pa^ 
trick, but the reason of this^ conjecture evidently 
arose from hence, 'that the. archbishop and hi^der^ 
gy of Cashel, wals violently banished from Casbel 
by tlie victorious Danes, who had almost subdued 
the whole kingdom, and supported, themsdvea in 
their conquests by the most barbarous outrages and 
military e:xeeutions. Maolseachlin^ thi son c£ 
Molrony, had fixed hhnsetf in possession ofrMeatii^ 
in the reign of Niall CaiUeover Ireland, and CN? 
diabhair liad seized upon thi^vernment of Mim* 
ster, and seated, himself in that provinde ; and 
Turgesius, the Danish general, had spread a terror 
over the whoie' kingdom, and Jby bis arms wfti in 
command of exceeding large territories. . The 
country labouring under the heavy yoke of these 
foreigners, and the inhabitants flying from their 
settlements to p/eserve their lives, it may be sup« 
posed with great reason, that Foranan, who was 
then primate of Ardmach, reti;:ed firom Cashel 
with his clergy, for their secuiity, and al»conded 
to Imlioch Jobhair, to conceal themselves from . 
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tiie cruelty of the Dunesi who in their plundering^ 
elmerved no distinction of sacred persons and 
tilings^ but most dreadfnily rava^d the country, 
and forced the inhabitants into slavery. In this 
adlkude, that was defended by thick woods and 
dangerous bogs, did tliis primate and his clergy 
take up their residence, during. the tyranny of the 
merciless Danes, which continued a long time^ 
and reduced these most pious ivnd excellent dii* 
vines to great miseries and distress. 

Nor does it appear from the ancient annals of 
tiie kingdom, that there were originally constituted 
any more archbisbopft in Ireland than the priniate 
of Ardmach and the archbishqp of Casheh But 
the number afterwards increased ; for in tlie year 
ef our Lord lldf^ the Roman cardinal, Johan* 
ses Fapiron, made a voyage into Ireland, attend- 
ed by Giallo Chriost 6 Connaire, bishop 6f Lis* 
more, who was commissioned with a legatine 
auUiority by the Pope. When they anrived, they 
summoned a general convocation of the clergy, 
and assembled at Ceananus, in Meath ; in Sis 
convention an archbishop wa$ consecrated foi* the 
eity Of Dublin, and another consecrated and ap^ 
pointed for the diocess of Tuam. These prelates* 
in this ecclesiastical assembly, obtained a rallium, 
as wiH be particularly expressed hereafter, from 
the aiithori^ of the Irish annals, that were origi- 
nally written at Cluain Aidnach* 

' It the reign of Laogaire, king of Ireland, it was^ 
as was before observed, that iSt. Patrick entefed 
upon the execution of his ministerial office, and 
began to introduce the gospel in the kingdom ; 
at which time Aongus, the son of Nadfraoch, 
was king of Munster. This prince, being in* 
formed that St. Patrick was then propagating 
the faith in some part of that province, resdi* 
ved to apply himself to the holy man in person. 
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and went with his retinue as far as Magh Feins* 
hia, where he found him preaching ) he invited 
him to his royal seat at CasheU where Aongus was 
instructed in the Christian principled, and was 
admitted by baptism into the cotnmunion of the 
church. This b'ansattion is expressly upon record* 
inltfae life of St. Patrick abave*roentioned« where 
are these words:* *<When St. Patrick went about 
the province o{ Munster, Aongus, the son of 
Nadfraoch, the king of Munster, went ta meet 
him at Magh Feimhin, in the lands of the Dei** 
siesy and joyfully conveyed him to the royal 
^* city of Cashd, which is in the country of Eoga- 
'* nacht, where the king believed and was bapti- 
" zed." The same writer gives an account of a 
misfortune that happen^ at the time when the 
king was standing at the font ; and relates, that 
St. Patrick, striking the end of his episcopal stafl^ 
that was ddended with a spike of iron, Mrrtfa S(mii0 
vdieinence^ designing to nxit in the ground, he 
struck It through the £Mi of the kitig, which put 
hitii into great dtsorder, but notwitmtattding the 
aeute pain be sniTered^ and the abundance of blood 
that flowed from the wound, he had that r^ard 
fen: the religioa into which he was baptised, ^at 
he would not stir from the place till tbs sdemmty 
of the office^ was finished. This transaction ia 
transmitted by the smac authority in the follow^ 
ing ik^rd^t ^* While St. Patrick was pronouncit^ 
*' the benediction over the king, who wat stand* 
^ ingj to receive it, the point of the staff was &:ed 



* Ditni v«ro Moknoniam proficitcerelnr vcnil obvipmi oi roL 
Moinoii«-Aoiig;tt8» filius Na^aooh, in canmo Feimhio, in fcf^* 
ri t>et8i, eumque duxit In omtatem regafeasi nomine Caisil, 
HVLte est in regione Eoganaehty ibique credidit rex Aongoa et 
baiftistitus eat. 

. t Camfiie Soaetiis Piftticitts risgeiA stands bffifdbciMtft, eus* 
pis baculi san^ fixa tst in p«4« regis* 
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" in the king's foot" From tlie testimony of this 
writer it appears, that it %vas Aongus, the son of 
Nadfraoch» who had his . foot transfixed with the 
episcopal staff; notwithstanding that it is the opi* 
nion of some, that the person who received this 
wound was Eogan, the son of Nia]l, king of Ulster; 
as ain indisput^le evidence upon tills occasion^ 
the history of Leath Cuinn, very asicient,.and of 
great authority, gives the same account, in the foU 
lowing verses, that were composed by. the celebra"- 
ted poet* Torna 6 Mulconaire. 

His toyal' foot tnnsfix'd, the gushing blood 
EliriGh*d tbo pavement with a noble 9oo^« 

t ■ . 

Aongus, the kii^ of Muii»ter, had a nminefous 
issue ; for his children were twenty*four sons and 
as many daughters ; and he shewed that .regard to 
the piety and invitations of St. Patrick, that he 
devoted twelve of each sex to the service of God, 
and confined them to a religious and monastic life. 
This prince settled a fixed revenue upon . St. Pa- 
trick, and the clergy xy{ Ireland, to secure them 
from poverty and the contempt of the people. He 
ordained that every person, that was admitted to 
baptism within the {province of Miinster, should 

Eay three pence for the service of the church ; 
ut the kingt considering that it would be incon- 
venient for the clergy to collect their fees them- 
selves, and divert them from the conscientious dis- 
charge of their ofl^ce, ordered by law, that this tax 
i^hould be paid into the king's exchequer, who, in 
consideration of it, obliged himself and his suc- 
cessors, to deliver to the convents and religious 
houses founded by St Patrick, 500 cows, 500 
bars of iron, 500 shirts, 500 mantles, and 500 
sheep, which were to be duly provided eveir year 
for the support and maintenante of the clergy; 
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aad this triennial tribute was cotist^ntlv paid into 
the treasury of the province, till the time of Cor* 
mac Mac Guillen an. 

There is an accQunt to be found in the Red 
book of Mac Eo^ine, that Aongus the son of 
Nadfr^ch king of Munster, was a pious prince $ 
that he retained two bishops, ten priests, and 9#- 
venty-two persons of other religious, orders, to at* 
tend upon hint in his court, to say mass in hh 
royal chapel, and to offer up prayers to heaven for 
the happiness of himself and the whole kingdom; 
and this he did by the direction of JSt. Patrick, 
who was the spiritual guide of this prince, aiid 
Icept up the spirit of devotion in the couft of 
Munster during . thfe reign of Laogaire, the son 
>of Niall, king of Ir^laqd. 

Bryen, the son of Eochaidh Moidhnieo^hiQ^ 
had tweQty*£bur sons in the reign of Laogaire, th« 
Irish monarch, at the time that St Patrick ws^ exe- 
cuting his commissioti in the klqgdom* The princi- 
pal of these brothers was Eichin, who had a large 
territory and was of greatest authority in Conacht. 
To him St. Patrick applied hiniself, with a desigii 
to recommend the Christian faith, and convert 
liimifom the pagaa religion. Bi}t this prince was 
A violent bigot for the Idolatry of his ^ncestom, 
#nd, instead qf receiving the l^oly missionary with 
reverence suitable to his character, he was sotran* 
sported with pass-lon^th^ he fell upon him, and 
beat hiin without mercy ; and not contented with 
this barbarity, he coipmanded his brothers that 
were with hiim> to correct him with blows and shew 
htm no faToun The brothers obeyed tlie ordera 
and inhunianlv cudgelled the aaint, and bruised 
him all over ni$ b(^: but the youngest, whos^ 
RAme was Duach Ghsdach, was moved with covi- 
passion, and not only refused to stril^ him, but ' 
comforted him .un4er hismtsfortune» and took care 
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of hk wounds, and entertained him honourably at 
his own house. This civility was so gratefuHy r e-- 
ceived by St. Patrick, that, as soon as he was able 
to go abroad, he' went to the barbarous Eichin, 
and boldly expostulated with him concerning the 
severity of his usage ; and as an exemplary ven- 
geapce from heaven, for treating the ambassador 
0{ Christ with stripes and contempt, he predicted 
to his face, that^ neither he, nor any of his cruel 
brothers, or of the posterity descended from them, 
should ever arrive at the princely dignity, or have 
the honour to wear a crown; but the youngest 
brother, the compassionate Duach Galach. who 
treated him with veneration and humanity, for the 
.^gke of the Great God, whose commissioner be 
was, should sit upon a thix>ne, and his descendants 
inherit the same blessing and honour for* many 
^gesr When the young prince heard of this pro- 
phecy, that was so important to himself aod his 
family, he solemnly engaged to ^St. Patrick, th£.t 
he would obey his commands in whatever he en- 
joined hiip ; which submission was so acceptable 
to the propliet^ that he gave him his benedictio;n» 
and assured him of the truth of what he had fore* 
told, that he himself should sit upon a t;hrone, and 
the crown lineally desceqd to l\is posterity. 

It w^s ^SO years after the birth of Christ, that 
St. Patriok opened his commission in Ireland, 
which was in the fourth year of the reign of Lao- 
gaire^ as before-mentioned. . He continued in Ire- 
land sixty-one years* propagating the Christian 
doctrines, with resolution and success, w hich |ium- 
^er of years being added to the 430 above, make 
491 from the beginning of the Christian sera till 
the death of that Irish apostle i^ who,, as we are 
informed in the account of his life, was sixty-one 
years preaching the Gospel in the<)sland, and work* 
ing piiracles fqr the confirmation of t\\e religiop 
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he recommend^]. This «>n>p,at.ti.. i. ^ported 
by the ccMicurring testimony of an ancient poet 
of good authority, who has transmitted the ac- 
count in these verses subjoined : 

] The holy saint, with zeal and Christian courage. 
Did propagate the Gospel of his Master, ^ 
For ooe*fmd-aixty years, and miracles . 
Perforai*d, strong evidence of truth. 

If it should be questioned, whether there are 
any such verses upon record in the life of St Pa^ 
trick, that is handed down to the present timds^ 
let it be considered, thbt we are informed by a ma;- 
nuscript chronicle of antiquity, that sixty-four pei^ 
sons have severally written the life of this reverend 
missionary ; and no doubt there is some difference 
to be observed in their relations ; and therefore it 
is not to be wondered that some particular trans- 
actions and miracles of that daint are expressed in 
some of these lives that are omitted in others; but 
the authority of the whole is not to be overthrown 
-for this reason, which would be a severe execution, 
and was never put in practice in judging of other 
histories. 

In the wgn of Laogatre, king of Ireland, Dubfa- 
thaeh, the son of Lughair, a poet, Fithall feargus^ 
and Rosa, the son of Tirchin, recommendJed to 
St. Patrick, the examination of the chronicles and 
genealogies of the kingdom, and submitted them 
to his correction ; but the saint modestly refused 
taact in a matter of this importance, upon hisr own 
judgment, because he was not thoroughly ac^ 
quainted witii the antiquities of the. island, and 
the pedigrees of the fiuoiilies) al;id therefore h# 
addressed himself to Lapgaire, and desired him to 
issue odA his rdyal mandate for a convocation o^ 
the prini^paJi clergyi historians and antiquariea of 
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tke kiftgdoin» and in the writs to etpress ike time 
^ an4 piMe €^ their meeting. The king was well 
pleaied wkfa the method, and accordin^y ordered 
Out hb sntnmons» and the most eminent of the 
three professions met and assembled in convoca- 
tion. ^e several genealogies^ and the old re« 
tords, were produced jbefore the conventioDr wha, 
Examined into their authority with great care and 
exactness j but considerltig the ntini4>er of the 
members that composed the assembly, and the 
d^cttlty^and the time that would be employed, if * 
tvery pdtticiiW person was to read over the whole 
aftd give bis opgosioti } k was agreed by consent, 
thdt a aeleet cotnmittee of nine should be appoint- 
ed, tQ whom the jDiu*gatio& and amendment of the 
chronictes ^ottld be committed^ and their correc* 
tioBs should receive a sanction from the whole as- 
iembly« The nine deputed upon this^ occasion* 
iKfere three learned klngsi three eminent prelates, 
aiid three of the most accqippli^d atitiquaries : 
tilt three kings were^ lAqgatre, the son m Niall, 
.the hero of the nine hostages i Daire^ king c^ ' 
lJkter> and Core, kiiig of Muneter^ The Cmis- 
tian. bosbops werc^ St. Patrick, the pious Kiten^ 
and the judicious Caimeach ; the antt^uariei^ 
«ere» £)ubfathach^ F^argtss actt JUsa^ By this 
learned committee^ were the geneidogies ^of the 
principal femilies) and the ancient rec<^ds of the «^ 
fdngdoflB^ earefoHy eumined, and puig^ «f $Si 
iquirioua rdbttom^ and theai disposra into ibe ar- 
iddves of the iadand^ as a venOrable and aethetitic 
eeBectioii, whose veracity was to be relitd-Oi^ imd 
aev^ #as questioned by future ag^ who called 
^11 h6i^ m redorcb the Great Antiquity* Tms 
cen^otetion^ vad the sdbct committee, iriie h^ 
the partienhur inspection of these afiaics, are tihba- 
mitted by m aneiei^ poet^ iti tiMie knea that 
Mjbw: 



Tiw karafld ftttlh^n of those cbcace i«^<}r(ky 
Which for their truth are called the Great Antiquitji 
W^e nine, selected bj the convocation. 
For wisdom and integrity renown'd ; <, 

Three kuigs, three prelates, and three antiquaries : 
. The prelates iitee> the BN>8t devout St. Patrick, 
The pious Binen» and the wise Ciimeach ; 
The kings were Lao|^aire, the Irish Iponarcb, ^ 
A prince In heraldry exactly skill'd ; 
Join*d with him was the judiciouir.Dalre; 
The warlike king of Ulster ; the UnK#, 
A prince for letters and for martial 4cts 
Wasfamoiis, his name was Core, the potent king 
Of Munster : three antiquaries next surveyed 
These old records, and purg'd them by iKnr skill ; 
Thefittthful Dubhtibach, and thesage Feargus, 
And Roaa nicely vers*din foreign tongues. 
These nine perusM the annab of their asaot^^on^ 
Eras'd the errors, the effects of fraud ^ 
Or Ignorance ; and by the test of truth 
Sxamin'd, they esti^lish'd the records, 
And every pedigree of noble Uood^ 
And thus corrected th^y descend to us, 
Unworthy issue of our brave progenitors. 

The aaaab md recorda being thus perused and 
Kfoxtttdyby the oare and learning of this select 
committee^ the kin^^by the cQnse^t pf the nofail* 
ity» ordained^ that thi^ Aoald be committed to 
the trust of ^e nverend prelates of the kingdoai> 
who had them transcribed in legible bharacters» 
and laid up in their jprincipal churches for the 
benefit of poaterity* There are matiy of these 
v^ezable. maoascripts preserved tfll the present 
times, and many copies of them found in the 
cwtody of die curious at tiiis day ; such are the 
book or Axdmach, the Psalter of Cashel, the 1>ook 
of Glean da loch^ the book called in the Irish Ian*' 
guags Leabhar na Huaidhchongabhala, the trea- 
tise of Qaain mac naois» the book of Fiontan 
thouia itti^meacbi the Yellow book of MoUi^ 
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the Black book of Molaiga, and several other an- 
cient tract;, th^t relate to the antiquities of the 
kingdom, which have afforded great assistance in 
the collection of this history. 

And farther, that the annals^ the genealogies, 
and chroni6Ies of the kingdom, might be preserved 
incorrupt, without falsehood or interpolations, it 
was establisl^ed by law, that the substance, and 
the most importent transactions should be tran- 
Rcribedy once iri^fevery three years, into the royal 
Psaltef of Tar^ after they had been examined, 
and received a sanction from the approbation of 
the great assembly of the kingdom.. jBut the par- 
ticular account or these triennial conventions, and 
the nature of their debates, have been mentioned, 
when we spoke of the reign of Cormac, the Irish 
monarch, and therefore will be prosecuted Tip far- 
ther in this place. 

The principal authors who treated of the affairs 
of Ireland in the pagan times, were these follow- 
ing^ Amergin Glungeal, Sean Macaighe, Brigh 
Banaghdar, from whom the word Brighe in'tht 
Irish languag;e is become proverbial ; Conla Caoin 
'Bhreathacb^ the famous antiquary. of the pro- 
vince of Conacht ; Seapchan Mac [Coil Chlaoiu, 
and the learned Fachtna, his son ; Seanchan, the 
aonof Qifiolla; Moran, the son of Maoin; Fear- 
giis Fianaidhe, in Kerry; 'Luaofira, Feircfaeair- 
tine, a celebrated poet; Neidhe, the son of Aidh- 
na; Aitheme,. the son of Arnhbas; Feargus, a 
poet of note, the son ofAithnne : Neara, the son 
of IFlonchuil, fronv' Siodubh, Seadamus, the son 
of Moruinn; Fearadach Fionnfathadi, the princi- 
^ author of the Wisdom of die king. of Ireland; 
Fithall Feargus, a good poet; Rosa, the son of 
Tirchin ; and Dubhthach 6 Lugair.; these three last . 
mentioned delivered the annals and public Kcorcb 
«f thel^ngdom toSt. Patrick^ to be rtvised by him, 
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which he refused to correct by his own judgmeiit» 
without the assistance of the most learned profes<« 
sors in the kingdom- 

In the times of paganism, it was ordained by 
law, that if any public antiquary had deviated from 
the truth in any state record, or in the private ff^ 
nealogy of a family, he was immediately degraded 
and not allowed for the future to get in- his profesi* 
sion : if a judge, through ignorance or corruption, 
pronounced unjust judgment, he was nevef after* 
wards permitted to sit in the courts of justice. 
And there seems to be good authority to believe, 
that there were several concomitant m^rks and 
symptoms that attended the sentence of thejudge^ 
either in his own person or in some other remarks* 
ble way, whereby it was publicly known whether 
the decree pronounced was consistent witli justice 
or not ; particularly we. are informed by good evi- 
dence, that when an Irish judge, called Sean Ma- 
caighe, delivered an unjust sentence, there broke 
out visibly many «large blisters upon his right 
cheek ; but when he was upright in his judgment, 
the skin re^mained smooch, and . no pustules ap- 
peared. 

The celebrated Conla C^oin Breathach admin- 
istered justice with the strictest equity, was proof 
against the corruption of bribes, and delivered his 
sentence without affection or prejudice. Seincha 
Macuill was a person of consummate wisdom and 
integrity ; and when he presided in courts of 
justice, and , was to pronounce his decree, he afi 
ways fasted the night before^ When his son Fadit* 
ns^, who was » jiioge in those times, was unjust in 
bis deqision of causes, if it was in the time of 
harvest, a very remarkable event ensued, upon the 
night following all the acorns would fall from the 
tree9 in that pSsTt of the country, which was a 
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great mufortane to the inbabttants ; but if his de« 
cf ee was coMistent with ju8tice» no calamity en* 
sued, but the oaks retained their fruit It was 
observed, ^hat if ajudgisWas corrupt in bis admin- 
istration in the springy when the trees were in blos*^ 
eom» the cows foi^et their natural^ instinct, and' 
would not bear their calves to remain hear them ; 
and the famous Morw, the iBon of Maotn, who was 
one of the principal judges of the kingdom, when 
he sat upon the benoh to adnjinister justice, put . 
the mir^ulous chain, called in the Irish language 
Jodha Moraitt, sbout his neck, whioh was attend* 
ed with that wonderful virtue, that if the judge 
prcMiouncdd an unjust decree, the chain would 
instaatly cpntraet itself, and encompass the neck 
so close, that it would be almost impossible to 
breathe ; but if* he delivered a just sentence, it 
would 0p%n itself, and hapg loose about the 
shoulders. 

A certain distinguished evidence of truth or 
ialseliood wasr likewise observed to attend upon the 
liistorians andt public notaries of the kingdomt 
which restrained them from corrupting the fidnq** 
ine chronicles, or altering the genealogies^ of prir 
vate families ; but tibe particular sigsa tnat follow- 
ed cannot be discovered at this distance df time, 
because many records of momedit are lost, frooa 
whence we might . estpect infermation upon this 
subject* However^ we have the Mme evidence, 
to prove the authority of the Irish avmals and pulv 
4ic manuscripts, as is esteMied suiSicient to confirm 
the histories of other nations) and, . perhapq, it 
Would be no move than truth to affirm, that no peor 
pie, except the Jews, whose ^ters were divinely 
inspired, have m^ne genuine or early accounts of 
the concerns of tiheir ancestors, than the chroim 
cles and records tluit give being .to the present 
history; ^nd for this reason^ among many others, 
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because no nation in the world could possil^ly be 
more exact in preserving their records, and trans- 
mitting them uncorrupt to posterity, than the an- 
cient Irish ; especially considering they were cor- 
rected and connrmed by the most pious and learn- 
ed prelates of tlie Christian church in that king, 
dom. 

Xiaogaire, the son of Niall, king of Ireland, sum- ' 
moned a great convention to assemble at Tara^ 
after the custom of bis ancestors ; and when the 
principal nobility, gentry, and the most learned 
antiquaries met, at the time and place appointed, 
the ancient laws ahd records were reid over ; and 
when they were purged and corrected, and the 
new statutes were transcribe^ and added, tiiey 
were deposited in the most sacred archives, as a 
body or laws to be consulted upon occasions fot 
the administration of justice, arid for the govern^ 
ment and public happiness of the kingdom. 

^I^^n rais parliament assembled, the king of 
Ireland kept his court in a royal palace, which 
was appointed only for bis own use and the recep- 
tion or his attendants : and this was called the 
house of Moidbchuarta. The king of evei^ pro* 
vince in the island had likewise a l^ouse assi^ed» 
for the convenience of himself and ^s retinue. 
The king of Munster lived m the house called in 
the Irish language Lui^ Muimhneach ; for Lun^ 
jigriifies a house, which being joined to Muimh>^ 
jneach, implies the Munster house : the king dt 
Leinster had for;;jbis house Lung Laigfaneach, or 
the Leinster house : the house wiiere the kinff of 
Conacht resided, was known by the name of Uoi* 
sirchonnachtach : and die mtlace of the king of 
Ulster was called Eachruis uladh. 

There were three other liouses at Tara, tkat 
were built for the' use of the public: the fint was 
"OAfcmr ne Ngiidlt which was a strong bttjldipg, 

yoL. n. s 
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iihere the state privsoners ware kqit aod sscured ; 
thesecond wis cs^Ued Realty.. Nabfafiieadb^ wberp 
the )ttdgei^ the. ntii|ttaries. wd Uie poets of the 
hingAam vumoklkA ta4ecide suited! law» to iia- 
pose fines and pmushooents upoa ddrnquentBy aii4 
to rtgjulate ana adjust the customs of toe^countfy ; 
the third was a noble edifice^ caUed Orianau mi 
^iUngkead^ whece the praHncial (pssensy and the 
ladtfs, their attendai^. resided during the assem^ 
bly» and J^f^ a very s^l^odid oaurt,. B^t notwitb- 
•tandi^g wis striKitvire waaonly me hous^ y^t 
tverv ttincess had a separate ^aprtment magufi- 
ceDtl/ fitted ua^ which* i;otttri|Hited in a great mea« 
sure tp the spUudor and gpdlantry ot thjit trienaial 



iphe previQCfal kings, it has been obsenred* had 
liietr separate housed dnri^ the sitting of the paff« 
l^ammit at Tara; but when they assembled upon 
the business of the kingdom, and t» enact or r^leal 
laws, for the bene& of the public, they met in the 
great house of Moidhchuarftfr wlv^re there was a 
ipoet poble room pf ststc^ where eveiy member of 
l^e i^siHrnibly sa^ acecifding tp^ his professipn end 
^luality, wjthputi dispatfs of prpcedeneor or 



In the n)iddlf( of the reom these waa &i&rptte 
erected* Md. under a eanepy was vlae^d » loyal 
chair, where the king of Ireiund alivwe sssti vfyk 
tus baisk to the east The situatipa (/the lacm^ 
U most be obswved, was directly east and wei^ 
Vp<m the left hand dT die monarch sat the 
Icing G^ Munster } the king of Etiuooter s^t hefi^e 
the ung^ with hia fapp towftids the t^rpn* ^ the 
Ifing of Ceo^cht sat behind ht» back, spd the^kang 
of Ulster sat upon the king^r n^ hand» tpwar^i 
jdia n^nth; th^piincipal npbilitgr eiMtgentiT of 
fM^^ pvovnce hw tbw pleoes near the kiqgs. t^f 
Mngedt^i «o,thattht. ii^olf^aimrii'yiiiiidirn 
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mostsolemaasul s^ndid appeanmce^ Tkt man* 
ner of the sittiiig of this parliMMiit is upon Mmr4» 
in the vmtii^^ alMfned a^^mf^ in tl|6 ^ 
lawiog verses^ 

Tte IMA iMOaiA Ml $ Mtrf Amm, 

C(»nipiciim|s «pitt ill iftf WcUb 4F tte faonw 
^ . The prin^^ of ,I«eiQat|r ia a cbair of jila^ 
Was plac*4> RQ^ With nis back %o the ass'emliljfi 
Mb nice towards the ktbg ; behind the thf oii* 
file prinee ^ OMiftdlt««t i i<Hra#4»lJle sooA* 
Vpoa diekiDg*g left hand, the ||riiifiB ef Mwitr^y 

iSat \a hii i(pleu4id robe9» the prince of ubster, 

Jl^^fpurob <tlw ktfi|g of {elaqdl, was disturjic^ in 
^ gQvenqn«nt b^ Grio^t^ii^ |ii« «aa of Eana 
0imlaqh» wk^ .with ^ assistaoM ^£ iiiemmm>- 

mj tin; m^nioraUe lifkttle ojf Atl) PP^^^ where ^ 
kiiMs^s £)roes w^r^4 wiith teriih)? &iau|^rt0|^ 

j^ti^^ hi0»df^ tak^n prisjo^v^. Oioatfliaii^ •havi^ 
.(he kiog ^1 hiafiQWjarf W(9|i}d sot j^Vja hixa hia liW 
^|»i^^ j^iiibsalie wwUpr^Mm and engage wifJi ^ 
miost sQlemn oaths a^d in»iracatiaQ3» that he woidd 
m^r mmt^ ^:g«t iMOSfsslqn of Bo^oi^q or 
j^a^iis^ j^ ?3gbt to iit, T^ ki^ghtin^ m : ins 
JfWW'a BftWfl^V tbp4ghfe F<V!W,to suwait to the 
.|M>i^ti^ns^ ^nd .pouiad .^niself wder ^ obljga^ 
tion f]|f/jlhfatn€|ea^f^t^^^^ wh»n i» wasn* 

}i^f^ Ha %9K^ which 

t^^inf^t^we^athe f fib^ ox ^ecesait^ ^oxtortfrl 
]l|yr i^i^bta^ violent %ut the Yc^sgsiaQ^ of hea* 
jwp.ev^ 4t<)endi|9ig ujion tl^e guUt, of iierjuri^ 
;lvpDid HQ| 1^ <^|uled iff ;S(^istkal i^va^i^^os ^ aod 
^%^fwk^ w k||iuadei;|ptalt{ittt ioa end to jkhe ii&^ 
^4 w^ ii9^iUhfi4 ^sxofy ft, <iq|^^h. |>ahbruill» 

IQ thts iqai\&er; 



90 THS GSN£|tAL lUfiTORT 

VMgnrey the son of the renowned Niallt . 
Wm struck from heftven^ in the'defightfiil plains 
* M«ur Ufte's friuCfuI streanis, to denth devoted^ 
Fcir vbladnft t& bonds of solann bttitt. 



This was the end of that unfortunate prince, 
designed by heaven as a perpetual example to suc- 
ceeding kiagSy who triile with treaties and oaths, 
and imagine they have a dispensing power to can« 
eel the obligations of them at their own plea^ure^ 
or when that wicked enginoy called reasonsof state, 
seems to require it 

The consort of Laogaire was Aongus, daughter 
to the generalf who commi^nded the army of king 
O I^iathain by which lady he had a son, whose 
name was Lughiudh. There is a illation' inflfetted 
in some old manuscripts concerning this' princess 
and Iier son, which, without doubt, is owing to the 
bigotry and supierstition of thost ^alrl^ time^, 
which had that veneration for St. P&tnck, that 
almost every action of his Kfe was esteemed a mir- 
acle ; this transaction that follows; it must be ob* 
served, is not designed to gain belief, n6r is it pro- 
posed, by relating it in this history, to put it upon 
the same foot of certainty and credit with other 
particulars, though nothing h impossible to God 
Almighty ; biit as it was Uie feundaitioh <^ an aif- 
cient custom practised by the genuine Irish, and 
not otherwise to be accounted for, it- must not be 
omitted absolutely. The story therefore is this : ' 

St Patrick, attended by the principal of the 
Irish clergy, made a visit to the consort <^f Lao- 
gaire,* who received them with great courtesy atid 
goodness, and when she had assured them of her 
esteem and the continuance of het favour; riie in-^ 
vited them to an 'entertainment,, that was provided 
f n purpose, as a testimony of her respect ; ^or the 
^ueen, it must be considered, was l^apltsM by 9t. 
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Patricky upon }|er n]arriage» and from tliat time 
liad the saint m great veneration. The young 
pruice was placed near his mother at the table, 
viho, being hungry, and eating hastily^ he unfortu?^ 
nately attempted to swallow a. large morsel, but ' 
after all his endeavours, it stuck fast in his throat 
and stopped his breath* The whole company was 
astonished at this misfortune, the court was in 
confusion, ai^d the queen particularly was over- 
whelmed with grief, and was utterly inconsolable. 
All methods were used to open the passage, but 
without success }. 80 that the prince was given over 
for lost beyond recovery* The queen finding all 
human nieans ineiTectuai, addressed herself to St. 
Patrick, and implored hi^ assistance in this distress, 
whosfe prayers .from heaven she thought would re« 
store her son, notwithstanding he seemed expiring, 
and in the very agonies of deaths, The samt im« 
mediately, orderea the youth to be removed into 
another apartment, where no person was to be 
admitted but himself. By this time, the prince, 
to all api^earance was quite dead, which was so 
far from discouraging the endeavours of St. Patrick, 
'that he applied himself by fervent prayer to hea« 
ven, for the ^ace of three days and three nights, 
and continue4 in that supplicating posture without 
intermission, or refreshing himself by eating or 
^drinkingf for he justly thought, that the duty of 
fasting waa 2^ nec^susary attendant upbn the act of 
prayer, and added irresistible force to devotion. 
Upon tlie third day, (a3 some legendary writer hag 
corrupted the story, wbiph hitherto is far from 
being incredible,) St. Michael, the archangel, con* 
veycd himself into t^e^ apartment, where St. Ba- 
truck was prosecuting his request with great perse- 
verance and imjj^rtunity, and stood before him in 
the shape of a pigeon. The dove immediately ac- 
costed the saint, and after he had informed him 
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that he wbb the archasq;^ Michael itoder ttmt hmt** 
hie appearance* be tmd IntOf that the AYmi^y 
God had h»rd his prayers for the recovery of the 
prinpe, who hty stretched at length upon his back, 
mth his mouth wide open, a posture very conve- 
nient for the operation tnat was to foHotr ; for the 
dove, it seems, without any difficulty, thrust hh 
bill down the throat where the istoppage was, an'd 
dexterously drew out the morsel that stc^oed th6 
breath, and the prince immediately revivea. T^e 
pigedn having executed his business, conveye'd hiitt^ 
self away without any ceremony, and vanisheiA 
out of sight 

St. Patrick, leading the young pmice by ihb 
hand into the presence of the queen, presented 
-him alive; and she was so transported with joy, 
that she received him upon her knees, and in that 
submissive postut e returned her thanks to the satrit^ 
for his unwearied application to heaved, and xm* 
'gratulated him upon the success of his prayets. 
JBut he, with great modesty, recused td taxe, ppon 
himself the merit, of the action, and rating to 
her the particular circfum^tafices of his recovery, 
told lier, that ^e ought to express her gratitude 
io Michael, the archatigel, who was the great phy^ 
sicifen that restored the prince. The queen vie 
8o affected with the account, that $he ob%ed hebr^ 
eelf by a most solemn vowt never to fi^rget the 
favour, and as an acknowledgment to St, Mtbhael^ 
she promised to bestow anfiually, ojne sheep oiit 
of eveiy flock that she had, and a p»rt of au the 
provision that came to her taMe^ upon the pboiv 
tiuring her life : and to peipetuate the mettu>ry of 
this jniraculous recoveiy of the youitg prince,, and 
in honour to. the archangel who effected tbis ewte^ 
it was ordaitied by law» that all the Ghristiaa eon* 

verts thfoughojiJtt the Idng dom «f Irebtj^^^tpubf 
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CQuform to the practice of the qaeen^ and con^' 

4tantly -offer the same oblations. And in dbedienee 

to this injunction^ arose the custom of killing St. 

MichaePs sheep, called in the Irisli^lan^uage Cuid 

Jdhichill, observed till this day; for it is most cei;- 

tsin» that every family, upon the 29th of Septem- 

bef, which ia the anniversary festival in honour of 

St Michael, at least of the ordinary sort of pec^e, 

kill a^heep, and bestow the greatest patt of it upon 

relievii^ the poor.. This is the relation, which ia 

unpossiUe to be true in every circumstance, yet 

ao much of it may deserve credit, that the young 

priBce» the son of L^oeaire, was by some accident 

m apparent hazard of his life, and was recovered 

by the care and aclvice of St. Patrick, upon Mi* 

chaelmas Day; in memory of which deliverance^ 

the queen, from a principle of piety, did bestow 

such yearlv charities iqpon the poor, whose exam- 

,ple was followed by the whole kingdom, and is re- 

ngiously observed by many families till this day. 

OilioU Molt succeeded Laogaire in the 

453 * ^^'^ ^ Ireland. He was the son of Da* 

thy, son of Fiacfaadh, son of Eoichaidh 

Koi^m^htii, descended from the royal line of 

HeMawn, and governed the island twenty years. 

The coQiwt of this prince was Uchtdeaibb, the 

deleter of Aongus, son of Nadfraodi ; and the 

teason.why lie was distinguished by the name of 

O^dl Molt was, because his mother, whose name 

Mi Eithne, when she wsis big with child of him, 

pMUnnately longed for a niece of wether mutton ; 

4be eotemoeicated her aesire to a gentlewoman^ 

.«ified Kalr the daughter of Eochaidh Seda%fa» 

(who came to visit her. when she was near her deuv- 

4ty, and i^henthe child waaborn, the ladv insisted 

^t bis name should be Oilioll Molt. It was in 

tiio reign of this prince, thi^ Amalgaidh, the son 

of fk^badlH son 4>f Sochaid Moidmeodhin, was 
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king of Conacht, who di^ after he bad goveltied 
the province twenty years. In his time Muireadt 
hach Mundearg was king of Ulster, who died after 
a reign of twelve years. This provincial prince 
was the son of Feargna, i^n of Diillain, son of 
Dubhthaig, son of Mianaign, son of Lughaidh, 
spn of Aongus Fionn, son of Feargus Dubbd- 
headbach. 

This Irish . monarch, soon after he was pro- 
claimed, thought it convenient to assemble ih€ 
convention or the states, at the royal palace of 
Tara, after the example of precedent kings. Andi 
here it may be proper to obsen^e, that in ancient 
times there were three general convocations held 
in the whole kingdom of Ireland ; they were dis- 
tinguished by the names of the convocation of Ta^ 
ra, the convocation of Eamhain, and the convoca- 
tion of Cruachan. The first of these has been 
particularly described in the foregoing ^art of thi$ 
history, the two others deserve our notice in this 
place. 

tt must be observed, therefore, that the conven* 
tions of Eamhain and Cruachaii were appointed 
to examine and inspect into the tradesmen and me* 
cbanics. to determine of their abilities in their se- 
veral crafts, and to regulate their occupations. 
Tliis assembly consisted of the principal nobilft^ 
and gentry, with the most learned antiquaries of 
the kingdom ; and when they nftt, they selected 
three score, who were the most expert in their se* 
veral professions, and commissioned them withn 
power to separate and disperse themselves througb- 
out the island, and to take cognizance of the ac* 
complishments, the industry, or imperfection of 
the several tradesmen within theif respective juri>» 
dictions : and without an express license from on# 
of these commissioners, no mechanic could/ exeiw 
cise his art, or work pablickly at his trade, in anf 
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part of the country. Thes^ wiere the principal af" 
fairs concerted in these assemblies, which were of 
great use towards the improvement of ingenuity, 
industry, and trade, and promoted order and uni* 
formity among the people. 

There is a manuscript extant, of great antiquity, 
called Leabhar Oiris, that mentions this Irish 
monarch, Oilioll Molt, under the title of king of 
the Scots ; and in the reign of this prince it was, 
that Benignus, a comharbhaof St* Patrick, that is, 
'a clergyman of a religious order ordained by that 
missionary, departed this life. This king was en- 
gaged in a war with the people of |lieinster, and ho^ 
fought the memorable battle of Tuama Aichir 
with the inhabitants of that province, in which ac- 
tion many gallant soldiers perished, and the fight 
concluded with incredible slaughter on both sides* 
In the reign of this king. Ambrosius, king of 
Wales, had many encounters with the Scots and 
Picts ; and about this time, Cpnall Creamhtuine 
died, as did likewise Jarlaithe, the third bishop of 
Ardmach, when Simplicius was Pope of Rome. 
This Oilioll Molt did not enjoy the crown by right 
of succession ; for Lughaidh, the son of Lao* 
gaire, was the hereditary prince, who promoted his 
title by the sword, and was supported in his pre- 
tensions to the crown, by Mortough, son of Ear- 
ca, Feargus Cearbheoil, Conall Creamhtuine, and 
by Fiachadh Lonn, the son of Caolbhadh, king 
or Dailraidhe, who raised a numerous army, and 
when they had joined the young prince, they enga- 
ged the king's ariny, and fought the - battle of 
Ocha, where Oilioll Molt was defeated and slain. 

Twenty years after Lughaidh. obtained this 
victory, the six sons of Eochaidh Munramhar 
went to Scotland ; they were known by the names 
of the two Aonguses, the two Loarns), and the 
two Fearguses. It was the distance of SOO years 

VOL. II. ' r , 
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ftorh die fsigflOf Otmnof) the son of Neasa, to the 
flime irf* Corttac, the son of An ; and 3(H yearo 
htiA p$»&^ ^tA the reign of Cormac to the liiem^ 
erable battle of Ocha ^ twenty ^ears after which 
engagement tbq sona of Eire, the son of -Eoohaidh 
Munmmhan transported themseltes into Scotland. 
At this tinne Daach Oalaoh, the son of Bryen, 
the son erf* £Mhaidh Moichmeodboin^ govemecl 
^ pt^nw^ of Munster : he feigned seven years^ 
gnd Ml by the sWord of Eoehatdh Torov^borna. 

ijo^haidh imeeeeded to the crown of 
A; ?• Ireia^d^ fie was the son of LaogaiTe, the 
^ '^* 8oti (MP l^iall^ the hero of the nine hostages* 
lli»cinided &<mi the Jroyal line of Hei^^mon^ and 
his reign condnned twenty yeai$. At this time 
i^Mch^ son of Fionthad, was king over the pro- 
tine^ of Lein^r \ and now it was th^t the battle 
trf* CiU Gsnach w^ fongbt at Meigh Fea, in the 
toanty of Cfthai^ov four mil^ eastward of Leitfa- 
f&it ih thts ad^9 Aiftmts^ th6 son of Nadfraocb» 
^ho had b^n fc)<^ff ^MTMunster tyrty*si!& years^ 
k^t his. tifei hfk wi^ also whose name wte Sithne 
^Mhat^h, thd daught^ ^ CrtombthsA, the soii 
^ £ana Ciiisalatth, was alaki by Moitongh, tb^ 
mi 6f Ear<m»> and Oilioll> the son ^ Dunlntng^ 
M6i p^t <£«9fBkmnt loredit ii^KmttS iis» in ^se 

The martial ptrhica Aonattt, Jtobf ^adfrs-Dch, 
Foaght ia Km OsuHnch's WdoAjT ftfid, and feQ 
By lAke TtetsritMft «ir<«A of OfiiaU, 
B^^f OaaliMtw 

After this adbien» flTaooht the son of Fibna* 
diuidhe, aon to tte king of Leinster, wtas dam m 
the l^attle bf Oraine» hy £ochadh» the son of 
€Jtiii>re. In the tenth year ^ the reign srf tUa 
MOB^^i Felii^ the tiind of that nane^ iiras 



OF XKBhAmp. 99 

elected Pope of Rome ; and near the same tinpe 
was fought the battle of Caxplhiij^, ^jr Cairbre, spi| 
of Neil I, who afterwards engaged in the battle of 
Cinnailbhef in the province of Leinftter* About 
this time Mochaoo Naoindroma died; and by 
Cairbre abov^-i^entioned was fougtitthe fiimoMa 
battle of Seaghsat where Duach Teangamhacfh* 
the king of Conachty was slain by Martough, 
son of fiarcar ^ the foUowiag lii^ particvlwiy 

testify^ 

* 

Hie msrtUl imoe« P^arll TeiWfSQlbil^ 
Engag*4 ift the three ps^porable bsttles 

Of Dealgs Muchron9S» T^isini^ 
Aud Seaghsa* 

About this time it was, that the inhabitants of 
the province of Leinster engaged with a gallapt 
army against jobh NeiU, and fought the battle of 
Loch Moighe, where there wais niiuch blood spilt« 
and a desperate slaughter on both sides ; and now 
it was that Feargus Mordi the son of Earcai foU 
lowed by the DailriadaSi made an attempt updii 
the kingdom of Scotland, and arrived at great 
authority in ihat country. In the fourteenth year 
of the reign of Lughaidh, the son pf Laogaire, 
king of Ireland, 3t. Patrick died, after he had, 
by indefatigable jpeal and industry, propagated the 
Christian faith, and extended his conquests over 
the pagan idolatry, through the greatest part of the 
island j the age of this saint wa«i 1^^ years. The 
king of Ireland did not long survive him, hut died 
soon after by a stroke with a thnnder-bolt, which 
Has the instrument of vengeance ysed by heaven, 
to punish him for opposing the preaching of §!• 
IPatricfcj and suppressing to th^ utmost of his powo* 
er, the doctrines of Chrisrtianity, and preventing 
their admission ampng his ppple. Qejaaius w?p 
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the Pope of Rotne, in the last year of the reign of 
Lughaidb, king of Ireland. ^ 
. Mortough obtained possession of tile 

/LJ government. He was the son of Muiread- 
^ * bach, son of Eogan, son of Niall, the hero 
^ of the nine hostages, descended from the royal 
line of Heremon, and filled the throne twenty- 
four years. The mother of this Irish monarch was 
Earca, the daughter of Loar, who came from Scot- 
land. In the beginning pf the reign of this prince 
the pious Ciaran was bom, whose father was a 
carpenter, but of eminent extraction, of the pos- 
terity of Ir, the son of Milesius, king of Spain. 
This Ciaran was a person devoted to a religious 
life, and his name is often mentioned with honour 
in the book that treats of the lives of the Irish 
saints. In the fourth year of the government of 
Mortough, Anastatius, the second of that name, 
was elected Pope ; and about this time the famous 
Combgall Beannclioir was born, and in process of 
time became anabbot of such note and authority, 
. that he had 40,000 religibus monks under his juris- 
diction and command ; the character of this reli- 
!^gious person, and the extent of his power, is parti- 
cularly expressed in the book called Leal^har Ru- 
adh Jifac Eagaine ; the authority of which rela- 
tion comes recommended by the concurring testi- 
mony of ^t. Bernard, a writer of reputation, who, 
in the life of St. Malachias, gives an account that 
an eminent disciple, whose name was Roanus, who 
■ had been educated under this Comhgall, was sent 
abroad by the holy abbot, who, he says, had erect- 
ed a hundred religious houses ; and mentions the 
particulars of his descent, that he was of the pos- 
terity of Iriall, the son of Conall Cearnach, son of 
Amergiri, of the illustrious tribe of Clanna Rug- 
hruidhe, descencied from Ir, the Son of Milesius, 
kipg of Spain. This relation is farther supported 
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by an ancient poem, exti^acted from the chronicle 
of saints, wherein arc these verses. 

The most religious Comligall Beannctioir, 

Son of Seadhna, with undaunted coufHge, 

Met the approach of death ; with Chrttitian bravery 

His soul surrendered, and approy*d himself 

Descended from the royal line of Ir. 

Near this time died Anastatius, the Roman em* 

I)eror; and the pious St. Caineach Achadh Bo 
eft the world ; this devotionist was descended from 
Feargns, the son of Raogh, derived from the royal 
stem of Ir, the son of Milesius, king of Spain. 
In the reign of Mortough, king of Ireland, was 
bom that great example of piety, Collum Cill, 
thd son of Feidhlin, son of Feargus, son of Co- 
null. Gullban, son of Niall, the hero of the nine 
hostages. About this time died the most religious 
St. Bridget ; this excellent person was the daugh- 
ter of Dubhthaig, the son of Dreimne, son of Bre^ 
asal, son of Deic, son of Connia, son of Art, son 
of Cairbre Niadh, son of Cormac, son of Aongus 
More, son of Eathach Fion Fuathuairt, son of 
Feidhlimidh Reachtmaf, son of Tuathal Teacht- 
mar, of royal extraction, and descended from the 
line of Heremon. She died, after she had lived 
eighty -seven, or according to another computation, 
seventy years. 

In the tenth year of the reign of Mortough, 
king of Ireland, Symmachus was elected Pope, 
and presided in the primacy tifleeq years and eight . 
months. In the twenty-first year of his reign, 
Hormisda succeeded in the pontificate, and lived 
four years after his election. About this >tim^ the 
dead body of the blessed Antonius, a most reli* 
giousmonk, was miraculeiisly found, and conveyed 
to Alexandria, and solemnly interred, in the 
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church dedicated to St. John the Baptist in thft 
'city. Mortough met with great disturbances and 
^opposition in his government, and in one year was 
obliged to engage in the following memorable bat- 
tles ; the battle of Cinneich, the battle of Almaine^ 
the battle of Cliach, the battle of Eibhline, and 
the battle of Moighe Hailbhe ; not long after this 
last action, Mortough, died at the house of Cheit- 
thigh ; and near the same time, the devout St. Ail- 
bhe Imih'gh was translated to a better Vide. 

Tuathai Maolgarbh succeeded in the 

^515 ^^^®"®- ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ Cormac Ca^ 
och, 'JOD of Cairbre, son of Niall, the hero 

of the nine hostages, descended from the renown- 
ed posterity of Heremon, .and governed jthe islaqd 
thirteen years. The mother of this monarch was 
'Comaoin, the daughter of Dall Bronuigh, and be 
was particularly distinguished by the name of Th« 
athal Maolgfirbh, because his mother, as soon as 
. she was delivered, struck his head against a $tQne> 
as a sort of charm upon which his future fortune 
was to depend ; the blow made an impression^ and 
occasioned a flatness in his skull, which was the 
reason that gave him the title of Tuatbal Maol^ 
garbh. In the reign of this Irish monarchy Moc« 
tius, a person of exemplary piety, and one of the 
discipl^^ of St. Patrick^ died, after he had lived, 
as the Chronicles assert, SOO years. Under the 
government of this prince, BaoithiUt a scholar of 
'Collum Cill was born ; and it must be observed, 
thatCollum Cill and Baoithin were nearly related, 
for they were brother's children. About this tinie 
Comhgall, the king of Scotland, departed the pre- 
sent life, and the devout Mobi, a very excellent 
person, died near the same time; he was otherwise 
called by the name of Bearcbain, a celebrated pro- 
•phet, extracted from the posterity of Fiachadh 
Baiceada, the son of Cathaoir Mpreir The not^ti 
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battle of Tortan was fought by the people of the 
province of Leinster, in the reign of Tuathal Ma- 
olgarbh ; in which engagement, Earca, the son of 
Oilioll Molt, from whom came Firceara, lost his 
life. The battle of Sligo was fought not long after 
wards, by the two young princes, Feargus and Da- 
niel, the two sons of Mortough, son of Earca, in 
which bloody action Eogan Beal, who had govern- 
ed the the province of Conacht thirty-five years, 
was unfortunately slain. About this time died the 
excellent Oghran, the $aint of Leathruidhe, who 
lineally descended from the posterity of Conaire, 
the son of Modha Lamha; and the most religious 
Ciaran, the carpenter's son, who was cut off in the 
blossom of his age, having lived no more than 
thirty-one years. 

In the reign of this Irish monarch it was, that 
Bacach, which in the Irish language signifies a 
isturdy cripple, had his head struck off from hi^ 
shoulders, by the vengeance of heaven, as a pun- 
ishment for swearing falsely, by the hand of Cia- 
tm ; and this execution, by the appointment of 
Providence, happened at the great fair of Tai|tean^ 
in the sigbt of innirmerable spectators. 

Tuathal Maolgarbh was soon afler slain by' Ma- 
olmor, the son of Niathi^t at the request and in- 
ifttigation of Diarmuid, the son of Feargus Ceirb- 
faeoil, at a place called Grealtadh ^ Eily. In the 
ip^n of this monarch, Guaiit*e, the son of Colman, 
took upon him the command of the province of 
C!oiiachPt,^nd fixed himself in the throne, after the 
^ath of Eogan Beal, notwithstanding the de- 
ceased prince had a son, whose name was Ceallacln 
who had entered himself into a religious order, 
^Bder the tuition of Ciaran, with a design to devote 
iiimself to a pious and monastic life: but by the 
persuasion and importunity of his friends in the 
province;, who ' resolved to assert and support hi» 
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right, this young deyotionist was prevailed upon to 
. . leave his cell, and appear at the head of a good 
body of forces, who determined to proclaim and 
establish him in the throne of Conacht. Ciaran 
soon missed him out of his monastery, and cursed 
bim with a most dreadful imprecation, and implo- 
red heaven to blast his designs,, by cutting him off 
by a sudden and untimely death. Ceallach had 
intelligence of the severe resentment of Ciaran^ 
and dreading the influence of his prayers, he has- 
tened to the coqVent, and prostrating himself with 
the most humble submission at the feet of the ab- 
bot, he promised to pay him implicit obedience for 
the future part of his life, and to engage.in nothing 
without his approbation and consent. The com- 
passionate Ciaran, imputing his conduct to the 
folly of yVith, and the importunity of his friends, 
immediately gave him his pardon and his benedic- 
tion ; but assured him withal, that his prayers were 
sealed in heaven by an irreversible decree, and 
that his death would be violent and unexpected. 
This s^nswer surprised the young votary, who ap- 
plied himself for the rest of his life to piety and 
charitable acts, and continued in the monastery, 
under the cate of Ciaran, till at length his merits 
advanced him into a bishoprick in the country. 
But though he had relinquished his pretensions to 
the. government of Conacht, and resolved to se- 
quester himself from temporal affairs, yet he was 
willing that the crown of that province should de- 
scend to his family ; and accordingly he used all 
possible endeavours to establish an interest, , and 
place his younger brother in the government. But 
Guaire, by the industry of his spies, had notice of 
his preparations and designs, and imagining his 
reign would never be free from tumults and pre- 
tences^ so long as Ceallach, who was a politic atid 
indefatigable person, was on this side the grave, he^ 
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b^ sufficient rewards, prevailed lupon thr^e of the 
bishop^s own servants to despatcb>bi|ft, which they 
baselv exeeuted upon the first opportunity. Thus 
fell this noble prelate, and accomplilshed the pre* 
diction of Ciaran, who foretold his death, which 
heaven inflicted for renouncing his religious vow, 
and attempting a secular life after the most solemii 
engagements to the contrary. 

Diarmuid succeeded to the crown of Ire- 

548* ^*"^* ^® ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ Feargus Ceirb- 
' heoil, the son of Conall Creamhthaine, son. 

of Niall, the hero of the nine hostages, descended 

from the royal stock of Heremon, and governed 

the kingdom twenty^wo years. The mother of 

this prince was Corbhach, the daughter of Maine» 

of the province of Lqinster, and in his reign died 

the pious Tigearnach, the bishop of Cluain Eos, 

derived from the family of Daire Barach, spn of 

Cathaoir More. About the same time expired 

Oilioll, the son of Mortough, that governed the 

province of Leinster nine years; in whose reign. 

Cormac, the son of Oilioll, son of Muireadhach, 

son of Eochaidh, son of Daire Cearb, son of Qj* 

lioU Flan Beag, was king of Munster. 

The memorable battle of Cnill Conaire ws^s 

fought at Ciara near this time, by the two princes, 

Feargus and Daniel,' the sons of Mortough, son 

of Earca, where Oilioll Jonbhanda, the 'king of 

Conacht, and bis brother Aodh Fortaiphail, wer^ 

unfortunately slain. In the reign of Diarmuid, a 

most dreadful plague happened, that overspread 

the whole kingdom of Ireland, and made terribli^ 

devastations among the people, especially ampne 

the saints and the religious of the kingdom, partf^ 

cularly Mac Tuil, of Cil Cuilin| was carried off 

in this visitation, which by-way of distinction, was. 

called Crom ChoQuill. About this tiipe W||9^ 

VOL. It. • 
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fought the bloody battle of Cuill, where greftt nirai-r 
bers of the inhabitants of the county of Cork per- 
ished ; and it is said, that the bad success of thisi> 
engageiiient was owing to the prayers of a most 
pious lady, called Suidhe Midhe, that was des- 
cended from the posterity of piachadh Suidhe, 
the son of Feidhlimidh Reachtraar, and occasioned 
the defeat, by soliciting heaven for revenge upon 
that people, who had injuriously treated her, and 
tised her unbecoming her descent and her charac- 
ter. The. king of Ulster, who had governed that 
province twenty-two years, and was the first king 
of Dailnaruidhe> died about this time* The name 
of this prince was Eochaidh, and he was the son 
of Connla, son of Caolbhadh, soivof Cruin Badh- 
taoi, son of Eochaidh Cobha* Cormac the son of 
OilioU, king of Leinster, died under the govern- 
ment of Diarmuid, as did likewise that noted pro- 
phet Beg Mac De. 

In the same reign was born the mostdevout St. 
Molua ; he was son of Sinil, son of Amergin, son 
of Duach, son of Eochaidh Moidhmeodhin, at 
which time happened the death of the bishop 'of 
Acha Cuingire, and St..Neasin the leper. In the 
:ovemment of this Irish monarch, the church of 
!Iuain Feart, in the county Kerry, wasfounded and 
compleated by the charitable bounty of St. Brean- 
nuin, who claimed his extraction from the posterity 
of Ciar, the son of Feargus. Gabran, the king of 
Scotland died in this year, and his enemy Gruige, 
the son of Maolchion, king of the Picts, fought 
successfully, and routed the Scots in a pitched 
battle. Another engagement about this time was 
fought by Feargus and Daniel, the two sons of 
Mortough, the son of Earca, that was called the 
l)attle of Cuildreimne, against Diarmuid, the son 
of Feargus, who was defeated with a terrible 
slaughter of his troops, and obliged to fly for his 
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life, Tlie unfortunate event of this action, where- 
in the greatest part of his arniy was lost, was the 
effect of the prayers of St, Collum CilL This 
excellent person had been reprdachfuH^ used by 
the king, who had violently put to death Curqan^ 
the «on of Hugh, the son of Tiormcharna, who 
was'educated under the care and protection of Col- 
lum pill; and for this barbarous act the saint ap^ 
plied to heaven for vengeance, which heard his 
prayers, and punished the king with the loss of his 
choicest forces in the battle before-njentioned. . 
Diarmuid was attended with the same ilUfortune^ 
when he fought the battle of Cuil Uinsipn at Te- 
abhtba, and was driven out of the field by Hugh^ 
the son of Breanian, king of Teabthr, where the 
slaughter was incredible, and scarce a man of the 
whole army remained alive. Collum CiH, after 
this defeat, removed into .Scotland, to a place caile4 
Hoide Collum Cill, and now he was about fort^. 
three years of age. Soon after he arrived in that 
country, a most desperate battle was fought by 
Clanna Neill, in a part of the highlands, called 
the fight of Monadoire, where seven petty kings of 
the Picts, with the flower of their army, were left 
dead upon the field of battle. About this time 
died Colman More, the son of Cairbre,' son of 
Dunluing, who had governed the province of 
l,einster for thirty years. 

There is an account in a very ancient chronicle, 
that in the seventh year of the reign of Diarmuid, 
king of Ireland, a poor womart, who was a nun, 
and had vowed a religious life, called Sionach 
Cro, applied herself to the king, complaining of 
the great injury she had received from Guaire, 
the son of Coiman, who had violently forced from 
her a cow, that was the only means of her sub- 
sistence. This injury Was so resented by Diarmui^ 
that he selected a strong body of his troops, and 
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directed his inarch towards the river Shannotv 
and encamped upon the banks of the streanu 
Guaire had soon notice of his preparations and his 
xnarchi, and, with a much less number of forces^ 
resolved to justify what he had done by the swoi'd t 
imd leading his men towards the mnks of the 
Shannon, he faced jthe king^s troops on the other 
side. In this posture of defiance the two armies 
were drawn out } but Guaire doubting of success^ 
despatched Cumin, one bf his favourites to Diar- 
muid, to desire he would not attempt to cross the 
river with his forces, within the space of twenty<ik 
four hours. The king promised that he^ wotild not» 
and told the messenger that his request was but 
of small importance, for he wasassfired of victory^ 
depending not only upon the justice (^ his cause^ 
but the number and experienced bravery of his. 
forces. Diarmuid, as he had engaged, continued 
in his encampment till the next morning, upon the 
east side of the river, and Guaire upon the west* 

Cumin, having intelligence of the number oif 
of the king's troops, was^ersetoan engagement* 
and, desiring to persuade Guaire. to make his 
peace by a timely submission, he expostulated witli 
nim upon the uncertainty of the success, and woa* 
dered he would attempt to come to a battle under 
so great disadvantages; but Guaire, no w^ysb dis- 
couraged, for his personal bravery was never ques* 
tioned, replied, that victory was not always the 
consequence of numbers, but depended upon the 
disposal of heaven, which oflen bestows success 
upon a few, and defeated a multitude ; and that 
he was satisfied in the courage of his soldiers, and 
therefore he determined to face the enemy, and 
leave the event to providence. In this enterprise 
Guaire was attended by the principal nobility uxhd 
gentry of Munster and Coti^cht, who raised what 
forces they were abie^ and came to his assistaocok 
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And ncrw the two armies, drawn out in order of 
battle upon the banks of the Shannon* attempted 
to recover the opposite side, but the provincial 
troops* were unable to oppose the undaunted reso- 
lution of the king's army, which plunged into the 
stream, and with incredible difficuity /orced^thetr 
way( and notwithstanding Guaire, with all the 
conduct of an able and experienced general, at- 
tempted to hinder their landing, his forces were 
defeated with a dreadful slaughter, and the few 
thilt remained fled for their lives. 

The misfortune of this battle is attributed to 
the importunate prayers of St. Caimin, who found- 
ed and consecrated the church of Inis Ceaitrach ; 
for that holy person as the chronicles inform us» 
had spejot three days and three nights in devotion, 
and imploring heaven to blast the. designs of Gu« 
dre, and to confound Bis army. This St. Caimin 
was a lineal descendantficom the posterity of Fia- 
ehadh Baiceada, the son of Cathaoir More j and 
when Guaire was informed before the engagementt 
that St. Caimin was supplicating upon his koeea 
against his success, and professed himself mi en- 
emy to his cause, he applied himself to the saint, 
and with great humility asking his pardon, and 
lamenting the misfortune of his displeasure, be 
entreated him to be reconciled, and to pray for 
his victoiy ; but the saint remained inexQrable, 
and told him, that his overthrow,' and the destruc- 
tion of his army was determined, and the deCfee 
of he^'en coda not be revoked. 

After the defeat of the provincial troops, Guaire 
had no security for his life but a secret and swij^ 
flight, and tiiefefore he made his way thrau^ 
woods and solitary places, without any attendants, 
till he came to a small cell, where no person lived, 
bat a religious woman, who had retired thither for 
the benefit of devotion. When the woman saw 
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bixn, she enquired after bis name, and the business 
that brought him into that unfrequented solitude; 
he concealed his name, aqd told her that h6 was a 
friend to Guaire, who had b^en routed by the 
king^s troops, and was obh'ged to fly to preserve 
his life. The woman replied, that she was sorr^ 
for the defeat of Guaire, who was a prince of that 
goodness, bounty, and charity, as to deserve abet- 
ter fortune; and after she had enlarged upon the 
accomplishments and the calamities of the gene- 
ral, she welcomed him into her apartment, promi- 
sed fidelity in concealing him, and supplied him 
with iiecessary accommodations, as far as her abil- 
•iti^ and the circumstances of the place would 
permit. But this pious woman, concerned that 
the meanness of her provisions was unsuitable to 
the quality of her guest, went to an adjacent brook, 
in order to procure some fish for the entertainment 
of the prince, and by good fortune espying a sal- 
mon, which of herself she was imable to catch, 
fihe returned to her cell, and joyfully rela- 
ting her success, she desired him to go with her 
to the river, and assist her to catch the fish : he 
willingly followed her to the place, they drew the 
•salmon out of the water, and Guaire, who was 
used to keep a splendid table, and generally con- 
sumed among his household, ten oxen at a meal, 
made a supper of only the fish with great chear- 
iiilness and satisfaction, and expressed his grati- 
tude to Providence, and to the piety of his host, 
for his unexpected relief. The next morning the 
prince left the cell, and wandering through the 
woods, met with a body of his troops who had sur- 
vived the defeat ; they received him with great 
joy, and he put himself at the head of -them : a 
council of war was immediately called,' and the de* 
bate was, whether the prince should again try hie; 



fortune, add recruit his forces, or sfubmit to thor 
victor with his whole army? After several argu- 
. ments were offered on lyoth sides, it was concluded, 
.that a general submission best became the unfor- 
tunate posture of their affairs ; and Guaire, con- 
vinced of this advice, led his broken forces, and re- 
solved to make his peace with the conquerors 
upon any terms. 

Approaching ihe royal army, Guarre sent a 
messenger to offer his submission, which was ac- 
cepted/ ^nd promising to lay down his arms, hs 
was admii4^ed into the presence of the king; he 
immediately fell upon his knees, and delivered up 
his sword into the king's hand, who obliged him 
to hold the point of it between Iiis teeth, and in 
that humble posture he confessed . his disloyalty 
iand the unwarrantableness of his designs, and 
bound himself by the most solemn obligations to 
atone for his miscarriages, by his future fidelity 
and obedience. 

.It was observed before, that Guaire waa a per- 
son of the most exemplary goodness and extensive 
charity ; and the king, suspecting the integrity of 
his outward virtues, resolved to make a trial while 
he had him at his mercy, who still continued upon 
.his knees, lamenting his misfortune, and supplica- 
ting pardon. And for this purpose, the king com- 
manded an eminent druid, who always attended 
near his person, to ask some favour of Guaire, tq 
try whether his charity and his great bounty pro- 
ceeded from a principle of religion and goodness, 
or were the effect of a desire of popularity and 
ostentation. The druid obeyed his .orders, and 
implored the charity of the unhappy prince, and 
begged he would bestow something upon him for 
.'the sake of his profession ; but Guaire, suspect- 
ing his design, refused his request, being convin- 
.ced that he was supported by thje king, and could 
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be under no necessity to desire his relief. Upon 
this repulse, a man, grievously afflicted with the 
leprosy, and a very miserable ol^ect, was sent to 
Guaire, who solicited his charity, and begged alms 
for God*s sake. This, he supposed, was an un- 
happy person worthy of his compassion, and ac- 
cordingly, being incapable to relieve him any other 
way, he gave him the silver bodkin that stuck in 
his vest. The poor man retired with great grati- 
tude, and applied to heaven for a blessing upon 
his benefactor ; but the bodkin was taken from 
him by the king's order, and the leper returned to 
Guaire, to acquaint him of his misfortune^ and again 
to entreat his charity. Upon his return, the good 
prince affected with the relation and barbarity of 
the act, resolved to supply his wants to the utmost 
of his ability, and bestowed upon him a golden 
girdle of great value, that was tied about his 
Waist. It was gratefully accepted by the beggar $ 
but before he had gone far, it was taken from him, 
by theking*s command, which forced bim to return 
ftgain to tlie unhappy prince, who continued still 
upon his knees, with the point of the sword be- 
tween his teeth, the king holding the hilt in his 
hand. When the leper had related the cruel cir- 
cumstances of. hi^ usage, he implored his farther 
relief; upon which thecompassionateGuajre, who 
had nothing more that he could besto^, was so 
concerned; that he burst out into a fiood of tears. 
The king, observing him in this affliction, demand- 
ed the occasion of itt dnd asked him whether his 
sorrow and concern proceeded from the calamity 
of his allairs; because he had made his submission, 
and lay at his mercy, who had the power of the 
sword, and was able, if he pleased, insU^ntlv to 
despatch him. Guaire replied, that his melancholy 
fortune w'as the least subject of his j^rieft which 
arose whoHy from reflecting on the distress of the 






miserable leper, and {he incapacity of his condi^ 
tion to afford him relief. The king immediatel/ 
ebmmanded him to rif^ from the ground, and, be« 
Ing convinced of the humanity of his nature, and 
the sincerity of his virtue, generously received 
him into his friendship, and promised never to re^ 
quire any subjection from him, being sensible there 
was an Almighty Sovereign, to whom he himself 
owed homage^^nd whose vicegerent he waSj ia 
the administration of his government* 

The two kings being reconciled, entered irito & 
strict league, and bound themselves in the mosV 
solemn manner not to violate their engagements. 
The king of Ireland invited .Guaire to go with 
him to the great fair of Tailtean, which was the 
general mart of the whole kingdom; and to con^ 
vince him of the sincerity of his affection, among 
other testimonies of his esteem, he promised 
to settle the succession upon him, and resolved 
to confirm the crown to him after his decease* 
The two princes, with a noble retinue, came to 
Tailtean, and Guaire carried with him a great 
quantity of money, to dispose of in acts of char* 
ity^ and upon otner occasions, as opportunity o& 
fi^ed ; but Diarmuid, understanding the generos* 
ity of his nature, arid that his bounty admitted M 
limits, gave Hecret orders through the whole fair« 
that no person should presume, on any account, 
to apply to Guaire for his charity, or receive a gra^ 
tuity from his hands* Three days after his arrival^ 
Guaire, perceiving no miserable object to implore 
his relief, and being informed that the king bad 
forbidden^ by strict orders, that no one should beg 
almM of him, was so dejected, that He desired the 
Mng to allow him the attendance of agoodbishopi 
to whom he might confess, and from whom he 
might receive absolution and holy uncHoo. Hie 
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king surprised^ ask^d^ whs^t he iatended by this re^ 
queist ? He answered,, that bis death, he was cer* 
tain, was aj^oaching ; because he was unable tm 
live without exercising his chanty, which his royal 
mandate hsrd absolutely put it out of his power to 
do. The king immediately revoked his order» 
and by that me&m opened a way for the bounty 
of his royal companion, who, besides the large 
sums he expended in relieving the poor, with greafc 
generosity encouraged learned loevt in all profes*' 
^ions,. and by his benefactions procured 1^ ap- 
plause of the most ^eminent poets and antiquaries 
of the kingdom. Thete is an account in an an« 
l^ient manuscript^ the credit of which mav perhaps 
be questioned* that the hand with whica he ex- 
tended his charity to the poor, was longer than 
that which bestowed his gifts upon men of learui* 
ing. The, king of Ii^land proposed the success 
sion of Guaire- to the nobility and gentry of the 
kingdom, who con^rmed his title with pubUc de** 
IponstratioBS of joy ; and this mutual affibction 
and esteem, continued inviolable between the two 
princes, till death dissolved tbeiir engagements^ 
aodput an end to their friendship^ 
. The Irish anqals give an account, th^ Guaxre 
had a brother^ who devoted hiiaself to a celigious 
life, whose name was Mochu^ This holy person 
observed all the fasts of the church witb great 
Qbedience.; and des^ing to abstaia from hia 
(Common diet, and- to eat no more than what was 
absolutiely necessary to sumiort nature, d^iring the 
tiffle of Lent, her isetired for that purp.ose to a 
(biintain of pure spring water, that lay soutibwarda 
gf Boirin,. at the distance of five miles from Dur* 
lus Gir^ir ; and he hid no person to ai^tend upon 
liim ^ut a qlergyman of a lower onder, whotti he 
If ]tjiine.d . to ^y. t^asa^ In this retireioent these 
votaries observed great abstinence and regularity 
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iti their eatrng and drinking, and their custom was^ 
to refresh themselves with but one meal a day; 
vrhich consisted of the meanest provisions, a small 
quantity of coarse barley bread with water cresses, 
end spring water from the fountain. In this man- 
ner tnev spent the time of Lent till Easter day, 
which Kjstival the holy Mpchua resolved to ob- 
serve with the strictest devotion and reverence, 
and therefore he celebrated the mass himself, 
and performed other offices that belonged to the 
solemnity of the occasion; but his clerk, who 
attended upon him, was so tired with feeding upon 
herbs and such slender provisions, that he inter* 
rupted the saint before the prayers were over, and 
longed so impatiently to eat flesh, that he desired 
his master to give him leave to go to Durlus, to 
the court of Guaire, king of Conacht, and refresh 
and satisfy himself with flesh ; for he was no long- 
€r able to suport nature by that abstemious me- 
thod he had used, and by a way of living that his 
constitution would not permit; Mochua did not 
oppose the reasonableness of his request, but peN 
suading him to be patient and resigned, he told 
him he would supply him with flesh without under- 
taking such a journey, for be would supplicate 
heaven in his behalf, and he was assui^ed that his 
prayers would have the desired effect, and supply 
his wants : accordingly he prostrated himself, and 
most importunately called upon God, imploring 
his bountiful hand to provide flesh for his servant, 
who had fasted the time of Lent with strict reve- 
rence, and was unable to preserve his health with- 
out immediate relief. 

At that very instant it happened, (as some 
manuscripts relate, but with small truth I am 
afraid,) that the servants of Guaire, king of Con- 
lieht, were laying his dinner upon the table; and 
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to the great surprise of the attendants^ the dmhes^ 
were hurried away by an invisible power, and con- 
veyed directly to the solitary cell, where Mochua 
was continuing his devotion, and his clerk expect- 
ing the event. The prince, with his whole court, 
was amazed at this wonderful accident ; and enra- 
ged at the loss and disappointment of his dinner, 
he ordered a body of his horse-guards t<^ pursue 
the dishes travelling in the air, and he follbwed; 
with the principal of his nobility, resolving to re- 
cover theip and bring them back to his court at 
Purlus. , 

It seems beneath the g^vity as well as the dig<^ 
nity of ^ historian, to taken notice of these legend- 
^y relations, which are certain rather to move the 
indignation and spleen than the belief of the read- 
er ; but it must be considered, that the times we 
are writing of abounded with incredible relations, 
and the writers of those ages were always raising 
the characters of the saints, even to miracles, not 
foreseeipg the disadvantage they bring to religion, 
which instead of recommending it to the world, 
they ridicule and expose. And in the present 
case it cannot be supposed, that the transaction 
we are speaking of is put upon the least foot of 
credibility, but designed only to keep the thread 
of our historv entire, and to give light to some 
material incidents, which otherwise would be ob- 
scure, an(,I perhaps not easily to be accounted for • 
But to go on with our story: 

When the dishes arrived at the cell, they pre- 
sented themselves with great submission before the 
devout Mochua and his clerk, and after the saii^t 
had returned thanks to the bounty of heaven for 
soniiraculousasupply, he desired his servant^^ that 
was so carnally inclined to fall on ar^d eat heartily. 
The clerk had scarce put a bit in his mouth, ^ut 
looking about bin?, he espied a great company of 
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horsemen, advancing upon full speed, and ma- 
king towards them. He was terribly affright- 
ed at the sight, and, lamenting, the voracity 
of his. appetite, he told his master, that he 
wished, the dishes had staid at home; for he 
y^as afraid they came with an evil design, and 
would certainly bring them into some mis- 
fortune. Mochua comforted his timorous clerk, 
and assured him, that it was his brother Guaire, 
the king of Conacht, with his retinue, that was 
pursuing tlie meat; and to keep up his appetite, 
be epgaged that they should not be able to move 
a step nearer, before he had filled himself, and 
eaten as niuch as he thought fit: and accordingly, 
the saint having offered up a short petition to 
heaven, the feet of the horses stuck fast in the 
ground, and the riders remained immoveable upon 
their back^, and had no power to stir a step 
before the hungry clerk had satisfied himself and 
made a good meal of it. When he had dined, the 
saint addressed himself to God for the relief of 
the pursuers, and the horses immediately found 
themselves released, and the company, overcome 
with wonder and ^stopishment, advaneed, and pre- 
sented themselves before the saint. 

Guaire and his retinue found the devout Mo- 
chua upon his knees : and he immediately quitted 
his horse^ and in the most submissive manner, en-' 
treated his compassion, and desired his benedic- 
tion. The. saint gave him his blessing and his 
pardon, and desired him and his attendants to fall 
to and eat their dinner in that place ; they joyfully 
complied with the invitation, and without more 
ceremony they consumed most of the provision, 
and when they had reverently taken their leave of 
Mochua, Guaire, with his guards and his follow- 
ers, returned to his palace at Durlus. Whatever 
share of credit or contempt this relation may meet 
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vith» it 18 most certain, that the road leading from 
Durlus to the fouutaih where St^ Mochua and his 
derk reticed to fast during the time of Lent, which 
is the length of five mile% is known till this day 
in the Irish language by the name of Bothur na 
Miasp which in Sie English, signifies the Dishes' 
road/ 

•In this place it must be observed, that some of 
the ancient chronicles assert, that Eogan More 
had another son besides Fiachadh Muilleathan, 
whose name was Diarmuid; and the same author- 
ity informs us, that St, Beacan, who consecrated 
the church of Cill Beacan in Muskiy Cuirc, was 
a descendant from the posterity of that Diarmuid, 
from whom likewise, the antiquaries allow, were 
derived Oiiioll Flanmore, Oilioll Flan Beg, and 
Deachluath. Upon the extraction of these per* 
sons, an old poet composed the following verses: 

The holy Beachan from Diarmuid 
Descended, and from the same pn^enitor 
Eprong Oilioll Flanmore, a most renowned prioce, 
OiiioU Flau Beg, and Dcachluatb. 

About this time it was, that Breasal, the son of 
Diarmuid, king of Ireland, resolved to invite his 
father, and the principal nobility of his court, to 
a magnificent entertainment, which he designed 
to furnish in the most sumptuous manner at Cea- 
nanus in Meath; among other dishes for (he feast, 
he proposed to have a large piece of beef of ex- 
ceeding fatness, and examining his own cattle for 
this purpose, he found them so lean, that they 
were not fit to be killed, especially upon so public 
an occasion. Under this disappointment he was 
informed, that a religious woman had a cow that 
.would suit his design; but when he applied to. her 
\,o purchase the beast, she absolutely refm^.tp 
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8eH her, and when the could not be prendled vtpon 
to exchange har for seven cows and a bull that 
were offered, Breadal drove her away by violence, 
and killed her for the entertainment. This poor 
woman lived at Cill Ealchraidhe. The king of 
Ireland, with his courtiers and his royal retinae 
came to the feast ; and when they were in the 
height df their niii1:h this injured woman forced 
herself into the room, and in the most affecting 
manner complained of Breasal to the king, and 
representing the circumstances of the wrong she 
had suffered, most passionately demandedrusticei* 
Diarmuid was so moved at the violence orored to 
her, and so highly resented the baseness of his sotv 
tiiat he was in a rage, and vowed he would revenge 
ttie injury, and pat his son to death for the fact* 
Accordingly he commanded him to be seized, and 
taken into strict custody, and dragging him to the 
river Loch Ruiifte, he ordered him to be drowned, 
which unnatural sentence was immediate^ exe* 
cuted. 

So far this story may deserve belief; but what 
foljiiws^ without doubt, was foisted in by the cred<» 
til^us Writers of those dark agm, who were fo« 
hi»pt^ miracles on the back& of their saints,; 
which the present times are not expected to give 
credit to» But those obscii^e guides are the only 
authority we have to direct uv-and therefore we 
are obliged to comply with the coarseness of our 
materials, and proceed regularly, lest our design 
should suffer more by omitting these legendary 
relations, than it possibly can by inserting them iq 
the history* 

The king having indulged his passion so far aa 
to destroy his son, in bis calmer moments began ta 
lament bis loss, and to condemn himself lor the 
sudden violence of his resentment. He was per* 
fectly overcome with melancholy, and when he 
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reflected' upon .his' deaths the thoughts of it were 
insupportable. In this distracted condition he 
appKed bnnself to Collum Cill, who advised him 
to go to St. Beacan, who lived in the province of 
Munstcr, and possibly from the prayers of that 
holy person he might find relief. The king fol* 
lowed this advice, and attended by Collum Ciit# 
came to the saint, who resided in a mean cell, upoa 
the north side of mount Grott, which at this time 
is known in the Irish language by the name of 
CiU Beacan. When they arrived, they found the 
saint with great labour digging a ditch to sur- 
round his church-yard, and working in his wet 
clothes, for it was a rainy day. When St. Beacan 
perceived that it was the king of Ireland, he cried 
out to him aloud, " O murderer, down to the 
ground upon your knees .1** The king instantly 
quitted his horse, and prostrated himself before 
the saint. Collum Cill, who attended upon the 
king, informed the holy Beaoan of the business 
they came upon, and told him that the king was 
almost distracted, with reflecting upon the barbar* 
ity of the act he had committed, and had/no relief 
left him but hi^ prayers to heaven, that God 
would be pleased to pardon him the ofience, and 
restore him his son alive ; and therefore he pre« 
sumed, that so religious a person would not re<^ 
fuse to intercede for him, since his life and hap-> 
piness were so immediately concerned. The saint 
was moved with compassion, and addressed him- 
self three times with great fervency to heaven, for 
the restoring of the young prince, antl heaven 
heard his prayers, for, as the legend relates, the 
king's son was- brought to life and presented to his 
fiither, who received him witli inexpressible joy, 
and ever after held the saint in great veneration, 
whose devotion had power sufficient to work such 
wonders, and accomplish so miraculous an evei^t. 



The \tish chft>nic1^ go on, ihd tMittstiii ni 
Hfith transactions of no gri^at importance, yet nol 
so trifling as tO be i^holly omitted, '"they inform 
ns, that Guaire, the son of Coltnah, king Of Cb^^ 
liachti Guimin Fada, son of ]^iachadh, add Cai 
min of Inis Cealtrach, met kt the great oKvtrih 
of Ihis, whei^e it was agreed, th^t threfe qtiestibhi 
t^ere to be propo^d among them, and Were to brf 
deverally answered. Camiti was appoitited to dsk 
the first, and demanded of Guaire what he most 
passionately wished to be poteessed of irt flili 
trofld? rii^ atiswer Wai, an immeti^e treasure of 
gdld ^fid silver. Then Guaire proposed to hittt 
h^HM \ta9 the utmost of his wi^nel^ and dissil-es ^ 
H^ replied, to their gre^t sitfpHse, h languishing 
and distempered body. The n^xt question Wits oS 
Ibred by Guaire to Cuimin, Who asked him what 

h« would whh to obtain ? He rt^jilifed, st tiumbet 
0f pioUs Mid learned books, to mike me dapslble of 
cBscot^^ring the truth to the people, and ii^stniotihg 
th^m ii^ the dofetrities of I'eligion. It is sftid they 
all severally obtiiined their destfes; piirti<^ularly 
we al^o infoi^med, that Camiti ended his days mise- 
rably, his body beiu^ iott\y iiBicted With pLitii 
Md diseaises, bein^ uridet' the curse Of St. Mo£htia» 
Who^ M the Irish annab rekte, implored hedVeil 
t^ pdnish him with the mostt dreadful t^isit^tion^. 

Guaire, the son of Colman, received provoca^ 
tions from the people of Munster, which he re- 
solved to revenge by the aword } and nfter 1^ had 
completed three bftttalions of choice troc)^ liaised 
in Conacht, efttered the pfovitice of Mtiftster, 
with great tef ror and loss to the inhabitants. The 
king of Cashel at that time was Dioraa, the son 
of Roanan, son of Aongus, who was followed by 
* pliant Mrmy, and tdsoli^ed to dppo^e the hostili- 
tfesr of GUttJf e, atfd drive him ifito his owii territo-- 
ries. TRe two armies met iat a place called Magh 
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Figiirty, now known by the name pf .the heart or 
middle of the county of Limerick, where the two 
princes with great courage engaged at Cam Fea* 
raidhaidb, and a terrible slaughter was m^de on 
both sides; but Ouaire was at length compelled 
to fly, and most of his forces were slain upon the 
spot. In this action were lost seven of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of the provii^ce of Conacht. The 
cause that induced Guaire to invade the province 
of Munster was, to support his pretensions to all 
the territories , from mount Eachtuidhe to Lime- 
rick, which originally belonged to the old division 
of Conacht, but was separated from that province 
by Lughaidh Meoin, the son of Aongus Tireach, 
who defeated the forces of Conacht in seven suc- 
cessive battles ; in which terrible engagements,, 
which were sharply disputed on both sides, seven 
kings were slain, who fought with gregt bravery, 
and unfortunately fell at the head of their troops. 
lAi^haidh was at length so reduced, that the re!- 
maining part of bis- army consisted of raw undis- 
ciplined men, scarce of age, and of small ezpe-^ 
rience ; so that he made swords-land of all the 
country frojn Beim Tri Carbat, by CarnFeaf- 
aidhaidh, to Bealach Luchaidhe, and from Ath 
Boroimhe, tq Lein Congcuioinn, as the ancient 

f)oet Cormac Mac Ciiillenan observes,, in the fol- 
owing manner i 

The martini tfitice Lughaidh Lamlidearg/ 
Was crown'd with victory, and by his arms 
Contracted the old limits of the province, 
And took from Conacht all the territories 
From Carn Fearaidhaidh to Ath Luchat. 

St. Mochua and St. Collum Cill lived in the 
same age, and, as a manuscript of some cre^itu 
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though of small ^importance, relates, \^hen Mo» 
x;hua, who was likewise known by the name of 
Mac Duadh, was retired into the wilderness for the 
t>enefit of his devotion, he had no living creatures 
about him except a cock, a mouse, and a fly« 
The use of the cock was to give him notice of 
the"^ time of night by his crowing, that he might 
know when to apply himself to his prayers j the 
mouse, it seems, had his proper office, which wasj 
to prevent tho saint from sleeping above five hours^ 
within the space of twenty-four; for when the 
business of his devotion, which he exercised with 
great reverence and regularity upon his knees, had 
so fatigued his spirits, that they reauired a longer 
refreshment, and Mochua was willing to indulge 
himself, the mouse would come to his ears, and 
scratch him with his' feet till he was perfectly 
awake: the fly always attended upon him when he 
was reading; it had the sense, it seems, to walk 
along the lines of the book, and when the saint 
had tired his eyes and was willing to desist, the 
fly would stay upon the first letter of the next sen- 
tence, and by that means direct him where he was 
to begin. An excellent monitor ! but as fate would 
have it, these three sensible creatures unfortu- 
nately died, which was an affliction of that conse- 
quence to the saint, that he immediately despatch* 
ed a letter to Collum Cill, who was then in Scot- 
land, lamenting the death of his companions^ and 
entreated a proper message from him to support 
him in his sorrow^ Collum Cill received the news 
with Christian magnanimity, and returned this 
comfortable answer, that he ought to mitigate his 
grief, for misfortunes attend upon all sublimary 
things; that his three companions were mortal, 
and subject to the inexorable stroke of death, 
and therefore it became him not to ht surprised. 
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or in an immoderate tpaaner to li^m^nt their de- 
p^rturc. Not long after this H v^> ^^^^ Piar^ 
^uid) the i^on of Feargus, king of {rel^nd, ieli 
by the iiword of Hugh Pubh Mac Swy^yi. ^t ^ 
pUce called Rath Pea^> in Muighlln^, «n4 wap 
buried at Cuinnirry. 

JFeargus and his brother Pani^l were 
550* ^^^ succeeding monarohs. .Th^y wer^ tbp 
' sons of Mourtough^ 9on of £arca> wn 9^ 
Muire^dbach, son of Epgaq, spn of ]V^ialls the 
repowne4 b^ro of the niqe hostage* des^end^d 
frpm the post^rit^y of UeretiiQif. Tbe^e brothei« 
gcfverne^l thf islapd without JQalouay or diapuie, 
^r the space of one year, Th^ mother of thes^ 
princef; was PuihseaQh, thQ (j^Mght^r of Pm^cH 
jfeangabhat Iving of Conacht Tb^s^ kings were 
obliged to engage with tb^ inhabll^ata of Li^instoPf 

^p4 they fqp^t the mi^m^r^bl^ battle 9f^ Gabbrah 
tAf^ . with the jnbabitanta Qf ^bat province* who 
in the faction lo9t 400 of the principal nobility and 
gemtry of the cauntryt tQgptJipr with tJiQ greatest 
part of their whole army. About this time 
Dioman M&c Miiire^hach, who governed the 
province of IJlster ten years, wa^i iwfortunatdjy 
^iiUed by ^f^chlacbmbb. Feargw and Daniel 
died soon after} but whether th^y f<;ll by an un- 
timely stroke, as did moat of their predec^sors, 
it is impossible at this distance to determine. 

Eqcbaidbf thQ son of PanieU was the 
550. next successor in the throne pf Ireland : lie 
was the son of Mortpiigh, %on of Eirca- 
"^is prince admitted with him into the govern- 
lifient his uncle Baodans son of MortQUgb> son of 
i^arca, despen^ed frc^ni the iUuatriou^ iine of He- 
rewWf and they governed the island three years. 
}^ tbe r^ign pf theK ponces it wa* thai Cairbre 

Cww, the fiQn ef Cfiomthan Sreibh, son of Bq- 

chaidh, son of Nadfraoch, who was king over the 
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^vin^e <)f MuQ3ter» departed the praiiant lif^. 
Thi$ in^rtial prince fought the battle of Fetmhin 
agaiqgt Colman Beag* the ton of Diarmuidt and 
idefi^ted him with a terrible ^laughter of the great- 
eat parfc of his forces ; the victor was distinguished 
by the name of Cairbre Croni^ because be wkis 
nursed and educated at a place called Cron3gluiss(^. 
^bout this time died* as soinc^ ancient records of 
th^ kingdom inform us, Breannuin Biorra, who 
lived to the age of nine score years ; ^s a poet of 
j^reat antiquity and good credit has trausioitted to 
iMf ia th9 following vers^ : , 

H^ppy the mai) whom Provldeacd presgrvod 

To the long life of Breannuin Blorra^ 

Who lived in plenty and prosperity 

A hundred and eighty years, JEtnd then he di^ 

L^nented* 

Some time after this, Fiaehadh, the son of Ba- 
«dhan, engaged in the bloody battle at F^Sa and 
Fopthola, against the inhabitants of the counties 
^f Ely and Ossory, and obtained a complete 
victory, by daying incredible numbers of the ene- 
tny. In the reign of these kings died Conull, son 
OT ComhguilU the commander of the Dailriada in 
Scotland, after be had governed that illustrious 
tribe for the space of sixteen years. This Scottish, 
general bestowed Aoit in that kingdom upon 
Collum Ciit. These Irish princes, Eochaidb and 
Baodhan, were slain by Crouaiv, the son of Ti- 
aghernatg, king of Conachta Olinne Oeimhin. 

Ain^iereach was the succeeding monarch. 
^'2' He was the son of Seadhna, son of Fear- 
gus Ceanfada, son of Conull Gulbi^ii, son 
of NialV the hero of the nine hostages, descended 
irom the royal branch of Heremon, and adminis- 
tered the government three years* The wife of 
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this prince Was Bridget, the daughter of Cobh* 
thach, the son of OlioUa, descended from the no^ 
ble family of the Leinsters of Ard Lad1iran> by 
yrhotn he had a prince whose name was Hngb. 
Ainmereach, after a short reign, was deprived of 
his crown and of his life by Feargus Mac Neil, 
at Carrig Leime an Eich. * 

Baodan sat next upon the throne of Ire* 

^' ^' land. He was the son of Nineadhadh, son 
'* <rf Feargus Ceannfada, son of ConuU Gul- 
ban, son of Nialt, the hero of tiie nine hostages^ 
descended from the posterity of Heremon, and 
governed the island one year. The royal consort 
of this prince was Cacht, the daughter of the 
king of Fionngall: and in this king's reign it was, 
that St. ^Sreanuin pf Cluain Feart was translated 
to a better life. About this time was fought the 
bloody conflict of Bagha, in which engagement, 
Aodh, the son of £ochaidh Tiormcharnadb^ king 
of Conacht, was slain* The reign of this Irish 
monarch was memorable for the death of the re* 
nowned Cairbre Crom, king of Munster, and of 
J^aodan, king of Ulster, and likewise of St. Ru- 
adhan LothrA, derived from the fkmily of OilioUa 
Flan Beg, the son of Fiacba Muilleathan. Bao^ 
daUj the king of Ireland, after one yeai^'s reign, 
was treacherously slain by the two Cuimins, that 
IS, by Cuimin, son of Colman Beag, and Cnu 
min, the son of Libhrejn, at a place called Car^ 
rig Leime an Eich. It is proper tq observe in this, 
placet that the venerable Bed e, in the fourth chap- 
ter of the third book of his English history, as* 
f)erts, that St. CoUum Cill removed intp ScQtland 
in the. year of our redemption 565. 

-^g Aodh, or Hugh, obtained the crown. 
• He was the son of Ainmereach, son of 
Seadhna, son of Feargus Cea^nfada, son of Co- 
null Gulban^ son of Niall, the hero of the nine 
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hostages, of the royal line of Heremon. . The 
mother of this prince, as was observed before, wad 
Bridget, the daughter of, Cobthach. This Irish 
monarch had a long reign of twenty-seven years, 
and he fought the noted battle of Beallach Dathi, 
Tvhere he obtamed a signal victory, and slew Col- 
man »Beag, the son of Diarmuidi and ^000 of 
the enemy were left dead upon the spot : by thia 
means the prophecy of CoUum Cill, who particu- 
larly predicted this defeat, was accomplished. In 
the reign of Hugh, the pious Seanagb,. the bishop 
of Cluainioraird^ departed the present life \ and 
during his government it. was, that Fiacbadh, the 
son of Baodan, son of Muireadhacfa, who governed 
the province of Ulster twenty-five years^ was kil- 
led by the swQrd of Fiachadh, the son of Dea- 
main^ in the battle of Beathadh ; about, which 
time died Feidhlim, the son of Tighemach, king 
of Munster. 

This Irish king summoned, by \m royal man- 
date, the princes, the nobility, and the clergy of 
the kingdom, to meet at the parliament of Drom- 
ceat: he had three reasons which induced him ta 
appoint this convention, but the principal occasion 
was, to concert proper measures to expel and ban- 
ish a numerous body of men, who were called 
EoetSf out of the island: these professors were 
ecome very xhargeable to the inhabitants, and 
being of a very covetous disposition, were a griev- 
ance insupportable to the people ; and upon ac- 
count of the privileges and immunities enjoyed 
by these versifiers, from the indulgence of former 
kings, a third part of the whole kingdom passed 
under the notion of poets, and pro^ssed them- 
selves regular members of that society; for it was 
a plausible cover to idleness and ease, it being w^ 
dained by law, that they should be supported by 
other men's labours, and billeted upon the people 
throughout the island from AllhaUow-tide till 
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May. This grievance belf^g represented to the 
kiiig^ hei reserved to reduce^eir number by expel* 
ling itidst of thftn the kingdom, and by that 
fifiean^ to redress t\\\^ insunerab!e inipositioti, atid 
satisfy tht d^siresi 6f his subjects. 

But the great reafKin that incensed {hvi monarch 
iigainst the p^et^, afid provoked hiiii to drive theAi 
nut of the island was, for their insolence in de- 
manding the golden bodkin that fastened the roy- 
al robes under the king's neck, and tiras e^^enied 
ao sacrad^and unalienable, that it Mrai» carefully 
delivered down from one print^e io another, as vL 
royal jewel of singular worth and virtue. This 
unprecedented demand enraged the king, but he 
consider^ it might be of bad conse<|uence to ban- 
ish them the kingdom, and therefore he resolved 
to confine them to Dailriada, in the province of 
Ulster. 

It must be observed that this was not the firjst 
time the poets fell uhder the resentment of tfie 
Irish princes; f6r in the reign of Connor liA^c 
Neasa, king of Ulster, who reigned many years 
befcrre Hugh came to the throne, there Was a de- 
sign to prosecute the poets with the utmost sever- 
ity of law and justice ; for they had, by their 
behaviour^ rendered themselves »so obttoxious tcr 
the state, and so burthensome to the people^ 
that there was .rio possibility of appeasifJg thfif 
inhabitants without expelling them the island. 
But when this resolution of the governraertt was? 
known to the poets, the whole body of thitti, 
whicb amounted to one thousand, met t6 Concert 
itaeadures to preserve themselves fttta the impeifrd^' 
ing storm : nor are we to wonder that they weTAf 
increased to so great a number ; for every princi- 
pal poet, for a mark of distinction, retain^ thiriy 
of inferior note as his attendants, and ap6etoftber 
second order was always followed liy a retiftue of 
Hfteen* In Uiis convention of poet!i, after tattiy 
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debates, it was resolved to leav^ the island before 
the sentence of their banishment was pronounced, 
and retire into Scotland. When the king of Uls- 
ter understood their design, he thought it would 
he inexpedient to transport themselves into that 
kingdom, and therefore he sent to them Congcu- 
lion, one of his favourites, with a commission to 
treat with the. malecontents, and allow them a con*, 
tinuance of seven years in the country, as a time 
of probation ; and if they did not reform their 
conduct before the time expired, they were to be 
finally l>anished. An ancient poet has recorded 
this transaction in this manner: ' / 

Connor, the most renowned king of Ulster, 

A friend to arts, a patron to the learned, ^ 

Protected by his great authority 

The poets for seven years, who liv*d in peace 

Throughout the island. 

Within the tim$ allowed,, the poets by degrees 
found means to disperse themselves over the whole 
nation, and gave, no uneasiness to the people ; so 
that they lived unmolested till the reign of Fia- 
chadh, son of Baodan, king of Ulster, and from 
the time of Fiachaidh, to Maolchabha, son of 
Diomain, son of Carril, who goveped the same 
province and so they continued unpersecuted, till 
Hugh, the son of Ainmereach, became monarch 
of the island* Three several times this profession 
of men had rendered themselves offensive and in- 
sufferable to the people, who represented their op- 
pression to the state, and petitioned for their ex* 
pulsion ; bi^t they were still protected by the me- 
diation of the kings of Ulster, who received them 
into that province, and were answerable for their 
behaviour. When the first attempt was made t$^ 
wards t^eir banishment, Coiinor, king of Ulster, 
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interposed/ and professed himself their patron and 
advocate* and reprieved their punishment for seven 
years, natwiUistanding they were at>ove a thou- 
sand in number. The second persecution they 
brought themselves under* was taken off by the 
interest and authority of Fiachadh, the son of Ba^ 
odan* who governed the same province, and enter- 
.tained them for the space of one-year; for by tbi9^ 
time their nDinber w^ reduced, the whole body 
amounting to no more than seven hundned, with 
. an eminent poet at the head of them, called £o- 
chaidh Riogh Eigeas, as another poet has recorded 
' in this manner: 



The learned SoGbaidi Biogb £igea% 
The celebrated poet of the age» 
With «11 his fdloweci ef the ssrae pcefeauoa. 
Were kindly eatertain'd by Fiacbadh, 
And saved from punishment. 

The third design to expei the poets was pre- 
Tented by the seasonable f ntefcessioo of Maol* 
chdblia, king m£ Ulster^ ivho received them into 
his favcmr, and saved ti»em fron baoiahment; Kbr 
at this time they made a considerable %ure m Ae 
kii^dom by their nundbers^ which encreased dmifyp 
and amounted completely to lflO(»* Hie prmci- 
pal poetiSy who had a sort of a jurisdiction 4ivisr 
Idle rest, were D^^an^ ForginH^ and Sedibchan. 
This deliverance <if the poets is reooiPded in <^e 
following lines : 

The valiant lilfacAdbaibha, king of Uisfefi 
7rem exile sov^d^hy his «u0ierity, 
t^e ^^i>et8 of the island; in his^^nmnee 
lie eBll6rtaJB*4 them, «bendoB^4 and foleroy, 
As the great patron gf the Irisb joauie. 
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The second reasoq that prevailed upon the king 
to summon, by his royal mandate, the great asseita* 
biy of Dromceat, was in order to settle a constant 
tribute upon the tribe of the Dailriads in Scotland, 
who owed homage to the crown of Ireland* and 
paid adn acknowledgment called £iric, which ai^* 
Difies ransom or kindred money, to the king. This 
tax was first laid upon them by Colman, the son 
of Co^ibgealladh } but they had of late refused 
to contribute their propoi;tion, which Hugh, the 
reigning monarch was resolved to insist upon, and 
accordingly the matter was fully debated in this 
convention. Colman, who first obliged them to 
be tributaries to the Irish, Ime taken notice of their 
sql^ection in this manner; . 

The Dailriadt>. I or^^am, ahgll {my 
Eiric, a8 tribute tQ the Irish crowof 
And with their troops endeavour to sti|^ort 
The king by sea sad Iliad. 

The third occasion for wbich Hugh assembled 
thift convention of the nobility and eentryof the 
kingdom was^ to deprive Scanlan Afore, the son 
of Cionfhaoladh, of the command of Ossery, who 
hod re&sed to pay th^ revenuo arising front 
sh^ country into mr pubHc escbequer, and con« 
verted it t6 his own use. H^ post and authority 
the king designed to confer upon Jollan;, the son 
of Seaniati, who was exceec&igly well <)ctalified to 
gcrvem that people, and gave secui^ity to the king 
that he would be pmictvud in tibe payment of the 
taxes laid upon hiniy These were the reasons for 
vrhicb tbe king conviened thisparliimieiit of Drom« 
ceatf as theM ancientlines expressly testify: 

The Iridi nonsmdi smmnosf d \p} Ma writs 

Ther parlittQ«H of Dronceat; the kubj^Cs in debate 
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Were, the expulsion of the poets, the andent trihuCe 
Of the Datlriads, and the jnst deposing 
Of Scanlan, prince of Ossety. 

Having mentioned the convention of Dromceat, 
and the occasion of their meetings, it may not be 
improper to give a particular account of the mem* 
bers of that assembly/ which consisted of the prin- 
ces, and the principal nobility aAd gentry or the 
kingdom. There met, upon the summons of the 
king, Criomhthan Gear, king of Leinster; ' Jollan, 
son of Scanlan, king of Ossery^ Maolduin, son of 
Aodhna or Hugh Beannain, king of West Muns- 
ter ; Guaire, son of Colman, king of Clan Fia- 
chadh, north and south ; Firghin or Florence, son 
of Aodhna or Hugh Dubh, son of Criomhthan, 
king of the whole province of Munster } Criomh- 
than De%eneach, king of West Ireland ; Ragal- 
lach, son of Uadhach, king of Tuatha Taighdean, 
and Breifne 6 Rorke to Cliabhan Modhuim$ 
Ceallach, son of Cearnach, son of Dubh.Dothra, 
at Briefne ui Reyly, Congallach Ceanmhaguir 
Tirconconuill ; Fearguill, son of Maolduin on 
Oilioch: Guaire, son of Conguill on Ulster ; the 
two kings of Oirgiall, their names were Daimin, 
son of Aongus, from Colchar Deas^iio Fiona 
Cam at Sliabh Fuaid, and Hugh, son of Duach 
Gallach, from Fionn Cam at Sliabh Fuaid, to the 
river Boyne. St. CoUum Cill likewise attended 
this assembly of Dromceat; for he had notice 
sent him into Scotland of the meeting, aud the 
principal motives that occasioned it, and he im- 
mediately transported himself from Aoii, where 
he lived, and was accompanied by a greait number 
of religious persons who were allowed to sit in 
this assembly. This saint was followed into Ice- 
land by a retinue of twenty bishops, forty priealis,^ 
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fifty deacons, and tdirty students in divinity, who 
were not yet admitted into holy orders. This 
transaction is transmitted to posterity in. the verses 
of an old poet called Amhra CoUuin. Cili, which 
may be translate d thus :' 



St. Collam Cill arrived ^t Dromceat, 
Followed by a retinue of his clergy; 
Bj twenty prelates of superior order. 
By forty presbyters and fifty deacons. 
And thirty students in divinity 
Not yet ordained. 



I confess it may seem surprising that Collum 
Cill, who was no more than an abbot, should be 
attended by prelates, who were of a more excel- 
lent order among the clergy ; but the seeming dif- 
ficulty will ceasCs by observing what the venerable 
Bede asserts, in the/ourth chapter of the fifth book 
of his English history, where he treats of the bish- 
ojpsof the island of Aoii, in Scotland, and declare* 
that the Scottishbishops acknowledged the superior 
jurisdiction of the abbots of Aoii, and in the ancient 
times pfiid them spiritual obedience; his expression 
is,* ** The island of Aoii was used to have an ab- 
«* hot, who was a priest, for its governor, to whom 
" not only the whole province^ but also the bish- 
** ops, by an unusual order, owed submission, after 
** the example of the founder and the first teach- 
" er, who was not a bishop, but a priest and a 
"monk/*; 

From the testimony . of this learned writer we 
are to understand, that St. Collum Cill was the 

* Solet ipsa habere protectorem sempet ^btrntem presbyter* 
inn, cujus viri et omnis provincia et ipsir eimt^ ^pisconi ordine 
inifsitato debent esse 8id)jecti, juxta exenoplum primi docton^ 
H^QS qui non epistopus seti presbyter extitit et monachos. 



/ 4 



7« 



THE GENERAL RISTORT 



•" 



y 



first teacher that attempted to propagate the Chris- 
tian faith smong the Rets, in the north of Scot* 
land ; for which reason, not oljly the priests aaid 
the monks submitted to the authority of Cotlnm 
Cill, and his successors in the island of Aoii, hnt 
the prelates of the kingdom likewise were under 
their jurisdiction, and paid thiem obedience. And 
therefore the bishops, who were instructed in the 
doctrines of Christianity by Gollum Cilh thought 
it their duty to attend upon him into Ireland, to 
/ the assembly of Dromceat. We have an account 
in the ancient manuscripts, of a remarkable cir- 
cumstance relating to this saint, who, it seems, had 
oUiged himself never more to look upon Irish 
ground, and therefore to prevent his sight, he 
wore a sear-clbth over his eyes during the voyage, 
?ind all the time he continued in the island. Tliere 
was a very holy person called St. Molaise, who 
had sent Collum Cill info Se-^land, as a teligious 
penanc^ ibr some offence he had committed, and 
enjoined him* under solemn penalties, never more 
to behold Ireland with his eyes; and CoHum Cill 
religiously observed his commands; and never wa» 
refreshed witli a glimpse of light till the assembly - 
bjoke up and he returned into Scotland. ' St. Mo- 
Iais6 wrote'a poem upon this occasion,, wherein are 
these lines: 



The pouft Colliun Cill witK his retinue 
Saila from the isle of Aoii, and aniv'd 
In Irdand ; but by the discipline of the church 
EDjow'd, hcf never mtb his eyes beheM 
Tlia conntiy. 

^he ocemon of thi&severe penance inflicted by 
St. Mohnbe^ wat to correct the vindictive nature 
df St. CoHum OU, who had embroiled the ki^g« 
dom in great confusion,* and to gratify his Fev^i^ra^ 
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iTds the promoter of the following bloody enga^ 
ments; tlie battle ot, Cuill Dreamoe, the battle ^f 
Cuill Rathain, and the battle of CuiIl Feadha. 
The battle of Cuill Preimne was fought, as St.* 
Ciaran teatifies, in an ancient maniisct i$Kt called 
Jobhuir Cliiaran^ upon this occasion. Duriaig 
the time of the sessions of the royal parliaaient of 
Tara» that was sucn^nooed by Diarmuid, the son of 
Feargus Ceirbheil> . king of Irelan^J^ it unforta- 
nately happened, that Cuarnon, the son of Hugh, 
son of Eochaidh Fioncluirna, killed a gendeffiai» 
gainst the established laws and privileges of that 
coQ:vention. Tl>e king, resolved to preserve the 
rights and the dignity of that assembly, 6rder«d 
Cuan3aii to be executed ; but he escaped the hands 
of justice at that time« and implored the protoc- 
tioh of the two sons of Earca, Feargus and Daniel,' 
who gave him refuge ; and for the better security 
ojp his life, they comtBrtted iiim to the care of St. 
CoUuia Oil], as to a religious sa^K^tuary, which no 
authority would presume t^ violate* But notwith- 
standing the piety and the character of his keeper, 
tbO; crime of the offender ^^ of that inpoirtaaee 
thai justice fouud him out m4iis retirement and 
deprived him of his' life. This sacrilegious vb- 
lence, as it was Judged to be, w enraged St. Col- 
kim Cill,. that his passion urged him on do rev«ige; 
aiui incensing the nortbera Cknoa Neill, with the 
injury he had received and the ifupiety of the fact, 
they took arms in defence <^ the saint ; and in an 
oulrageous manner demanded satis&ction of Diar- 
muidf for' violating the holy asyluia^ and putting 
the offender to death ; the king thcHight to chasr 
tiM their sedition with the sword, and marched 
^gaiiist them with his forces ; a t^rtble ehg^e-^ 
ment followed^ and after a bloody conflict ti«e royal 
army, supparted by the povincial troo^ of^Cb* 
nadnt, was de^^ated^ and tnat .martial clan obtained 
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a complete victory, not a little owing (says tJie 
nianuscript) to the fervent prayers of Collum 
Cill. 

There is another record, called The Black Book 
of 'Molaga, which gives a different account of the 
battle of Cuill Dreimne. This chroqiclc rdates, 
that there was a copy of the new testament trans-* 
cribed from the book of Fiontan, which was claim* 
ed by no proprietor, and therefore Fiontan insisted 
that the copy was his, as it was written from the 
original which was in his hands. Cdllum Cill was 
of another opinion, and strenuously urged, that 
since it was unknown who wrote it, he might as 
well lay claim to it as another, and resolved to pro^ 
secute the matter to the utmost. This dispute 
was managed with great violence and acrimony on 
botli sides, and occasioned such disturbance, that 
Diarmuid was obliged to interpose and decide the 
dispute* Tlie king heard the pretensions of both 
parties, and weighing deliberately the arguments 
that were oflfered, he gave sentence in favour of 
Fiontan, using this familiar proverb, that ^the 
cow and the caJf ought always to go together ; and 
therefore the proprietor of the original had an un- 
doubted right in the copy, till the transcriber who 
was the true owner, thought fit to lay in his claim/ 
This repulse was resented by St. Collum Cill, who 
found means to engage the king in a war, which 
occasioned the memorable battle of Cuill Dreimne. 
The battle of Cuill Rathain, fought between 
the Dailnaruidhe and the inhabitants of Ulster, 
was occasioned by the resentment of St. CoUuni 
Cill, who had received some affront from Cornh- 
gall, and resolved to. revciige it with the sword. 
Comhgall raised the forces of that province to op- 
pose him, and both sides came to an engagement. 
The battle of Cuill Feadha was Iftewise fought 
by the procuremei^t of St. Collum CilL In this 
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action he encountered the forces of Colman, the 
son of Diarmuid, who had raised a numerous ar* 
my in defence of his son Colman, who had unfor- 
tunately killed Baodan, the son of Ninneadha, kingf 
of Ireland, at Leim an Eich, which young prince 
was committed to the charge and tuition of St. 
Collum.CiH. 

It has been observed before that St. CoUum Cill 
came out of Scotland, attended by many prelates, 
presbyters and deacons^ ; and when hie came near 
Dromceat, where the principal of the kingdom 
were assembled, the wife of Hugh, king of Ire* 
land, was incensed at his arrival, and commanded 
her son Conall to use these religious foreigners with 
contempt and disrespect, and not to regard their 
office, nor give them the least countenance or pro- 
tection. This uncivil design was soon cbmmuni- 
c^ted to St. Collum Cill, who being of a quick 
resentment, refused to enter into the assembly, 
till he had obtained his revenge upon the queen 
and the prince for this treatment ; and therefore 
he addressed himself to heaven, and importunately 
petitioned for an exemplary stroke of vengeance ; 
which was, that the queen and her waiting lady, 
who attended near her person,, might be punished 
with a disease which though not incurable, yet 
should afflict them with long and lingering pains. 
This infliction was sent by heaven, and obliged 
the queen and her attendant to confine themselves 
in their apartments, and not to come abroad. Du* 
ring the time that their distemper continued, the 
superstitious people of the country imagined that 
they were turnied into cranes j for it happened 
that two cranes, that were never observed before, 
frequented an adjoining ford, which made the 
poor fusticks fond of this opinion. A poet of « 
that age severely Fashes this superstitious conceit, 
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and among othec satkical Cues has these fdfl6w« 
ing: 

The qu^D aslonieh*d at hef feathers stood, 
And with ber maid transfor m*d, ^^ontsi th^ flood : 
But when she sees, a coming storm, she sails 
Above the clouds, and leaves the lowly valesu. 

The rea$on of the saint's resentment against th^ 
servant was, becausQ she was the messenger em* 
pJoyed by the queca to the young prince, to pre-- 
judice iiim against the reception of St. CoUunft 
Cill and his attend^ts, 

Afler St. CoUum Cill had accomplished his re« 
venge upon the queen and her servant, he entered 
the assembly^ where he was received with singuiac 
. respect, and had the honour to be placed next tq 
, Conall, the son of Hugh, son of Ainniereach| 
king of Ireland, and the nobility and gentry that 
belmiged to him. But when the young prince ob* 
served thajt the clergy were admitted ioto the qo»* 
yeiU;ion,^^ and seated ip so eminent a place, Ke wa3 
moved with indignatioxv and incensed twenty-sevea 
of the most furious and passionate (^ bis friendOy 
who obeyed; the commands, of Conall,. andt in« ^ 
mp&t barbarous manner insulted the clergy, hy 
pelting them with turfs and dirt, till they wene 
4^overed with filth, and, some of them veny n^qcb 
bruised by this violent and uncivil ti^atment. Sit% 
Collum Cill was amazed at the indig;nity, and ut^ 
dcmtaking the cause and protection of hisfbllow^ 
* ^rs^ he. eXpostjulsted with, the assailants,, and bold)])^ 
enquired at whose instigation it waSy.that the priv- 
ileges belonging^ to that assembly were bo outrage* 
Qu3y violatedji and th^ rights of tbp particiSft 
qiembers so insolently invaded? And whienj hj% 
understood, that Conall, the king^s son^ w;as thisi 
director and the principal cause of this l^arbcMCityi 



OF IRELAND^ Tt 

he warmly refiresented to the prince the heinous- 
ness of the fact ; and» as the chronicle goes on, he' 
caused twenty-seven bells to be rung, and by these 
b^Us he laid the most heavy curses and dreadful 
imprecations upon him ; which had that effect, as 
to deprive Conall of his sense and understandings 
And in the end occasioned the loss of his estate, 
and of the succession itself to the crown of Ire-* 
land. This cruel prince, from the curse laid upon 
him by ringing the belK was afterwards distin- 
guished by the name of Conall Clc^ach. 

Hugh, the king of Ireland, had another sou, 
whose name was Daniel, a prince of a more hu- 
mane and courteous disposition than his brother, 
and who professed a reverend regard to the CJhris* 
tian religion, and the clergy that officiated in the 
administration of it. Su CoUum Cill applied him- 
self to this young prince, who received him suitable 
to his character ^nd holy function; he instantly 
rose upi and kissed the cheek of the saint; and 
among other testimonies of' respect, he resigned 
his seat, and placed St. Collum in his own chair. 
The' saint was so affected with this uncommon 
courtesy and condescension, that he pronounced 
a benediction over the young prince, and prayed 
solemnly to heave^ that his life might be crowned 
with prosperity and happiness, and after the de- 
cease of his father,^ he might succeed him in the 
throne of Ireland, and be a blessing to his people. 
The prayers of the saint had their desired suc- 
cess ; for Conall, as his right and inheritance, his 
brother being incapable to govern, was possessed 
of the sovereignty of the island, and ruled the 
kingdom thirteen y^ars^ 

After these civilities had passed between the 
saint and the young prince, St. Collum Cill ad- 
dressed himself to the king, who was in a separate 
apartment from the rest of the assembly, and the 
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yotmg prince Daniel with hin. The king was 
somewhat surprised sit the appearance of the saint ; 
for by the miracles which he had performed, and 
hy the constant success of his prayers, he became 
terrible to the Irish court, and the king himself 
had a great awe upon him when he came into his 
presence; .but, notwithstanding, he was received 
with great ceremony and outward respect, which 
proceeded perhaps more from fear than any sin* 
cere value for his person or his character. The 
saint was willing to prove the integrity of the re- 
ception, and to nmke trial of the king's favxiur, 
and therefore he told him, that he had three re- 
quests to propose, which, if they were granted^ 
he should be convinced, that the civility and rev6- 
rence shewed him outwardly by the king was real 
and undisguised. Hugh, afraid to disoblige the 
saint, replied, that whatever his petitions were, if 
It was in his power, they should certainly be grant- 
ed. St. Collum made answer, that he was able to 
gratify his desires, which were, that he would re- 
tract his purpose of banishing the poets, and dri* 
ving them out of the kingdom ; that he would dis« 
charge Scanlan More, king of Ossery, from his 
confinement, whom he kept in his custody as a 
prisoner; and that he would not transport his ar- 
my into Scotland, to raise the chief rents and 
contributions of the Dailriada, or advance their 
tribute beyond what was paid to his predecessors^ 
The king said in answer, that it would be of infi- 
nite prejudice to his government to give any pro- 
tection to the poets, for they were a lazy, covetous, 
and insatiable body, and an insupportable griev- 
ance to the people; that their numbers increased 
daily; every superior poet taking state upon him- 
self, being followed by a retinue of thirty, and 
those of a lower order retaining a proportionable 
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number of attendants suitable to their several de- 
greeS) so that a third part of the whole kingdom 
had entered themselves into the society of the 
poets, to the great decay of trade and industry, 
and the sensible impoverishment of the country; 
and therefore he was obliged for the ease of his 
subjects, and his own safety, to purge the island 
of them, and transplant them into new settlements. 
The saint patiently attended to the king's reasons, 
and convinced, by the force of his arguments, he 
replied, that it was necessary that the college of 
poets should be reformed but not suppressed ; that 
he would consent to the reduction of their num- 
bers, and the degrading the greatest part of them; 
yet it would be a support and emolument to the 
royal dignity, if his majesty, after the example of 
the preceding kings, retained a poet of honesty 
and distinction in his court; and would allow that 
every provincial prince in the island should enjoy 
the privilege of a learned poet in his retinue; and 
that every lord of a cantred should likewise main- 
tain a poet, if he pleased, to preserve the exploits, 
and record the genealogy of nis family. This pro- 
posal was accepted by the Wing, the expulsion of 
the poets was prevented, and this regulation was 
the standard by which the society of poets were 
directed in future ages. This agreement between 
St Collum Ciil and the king of Ireland is thus 
transmitted to us, in the lines of an old poet, called 
Maolruthuin : 



The poets were secur'd from banishment 
By Collura CIll, who by his sage advice, 
Soften'd the king's resentment, and prevaii'd 
That every Irish monarch should retain 
A learned poet ; every provincial prince. 
And lord of a cantred, were by rigl^t aUow*d 
The same privilege and honour. 



/ 
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From this establishment by Hugh, the king of 
Ireland, and St. Collum CilU arose the continued 
custom for every Irish monarch to maintain a most 
learned and accomplished poet in his court, for 
his own use and service : every provincial prince 
and lord of a cantred had the same liberty allowedly 
and were obliged to settle a fixed salary upon their 
poets, that was sufficient to afford them an honour- 
able maintenance, and secure them from the con-^ 
tempt of the people. In those ages the persons 
of the poets were esteemed sacred, and their pa- 
trimonies and properties inviolable. In public wars 
and commotions, they were exempted from plun- . 
dering and contributions, they paid no taxes or 
acknowledgments to the state, and their houses 
were invested with the privileges of a sanctuary, 
and not to be forced without sacrilege and impiety. 
There were^ colleges erected, and large revenues 
settled upon them in the nature of universities, 
where learning and arts were taught and encoura* 
ged. Rath Ceannaid was an academy in those 
times, ai/d so were Masruidh and Maigh Sleachta 
in Breifne: here iv^o^ schools were opened, and 
youth educated and instructed in antiquity, history, 
poetry, and other branches of valuable and polite 
learning. 

In the reign of this Irish monarch, Eochaidh 
Eigeas was the most excellent poet, and president 
of all the body throughout Ireland ; he w.as known 
by another name, and by some called Dalian For- 
gaill: this governor of the 'society had authority 
to examine into the qualifications and abilities .of 
novicQS and candidates, and upon admission, he 
sent them into the several provinces of the island $ 
particularly he recommended Hugh'Eigeasto Cri- 
och Breag, and Meath Urmaol he ordained the 
chief poet in the two provinces of Munster ; Sean- 
chan, son of Uairfeartaig, he appointed to the 
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province of Ccwiacht, and Rrb, the son orMuir- 
eadhacb, he fixed in the province of Ulster, and 
settled a poet of good learning and ingenuity in 
the fianVh of every l6rd of a cantred through the 
whole kingdom. These poetical professors had 
free land;^ and revenues assigned them for their 
support, by their several patrons ; they were ex- 
empted from tax and plunder, invested with valua- 
ble privilegesi and> over and above their salaries, 
were paid for every poem they composed, by the 
person or ftimily that employed them. 

The second request, that St. Collum Cill pre- 
ferred! to Hugh, the king* of Irelland, was the re- 
lease and enlargiement of the king of Ossery ; but 
this petition was denied, which so displeased the 
saint, that he. repfied boldly, that Scanhm should 
be disekafgeds smd that very night should unt^ 
the strings of his brogues at the time when he was 

* oaring up his midnight devotion. 

The third favour,, that St. Coffmn Ciff desired 
of the king of Jreland, was, that he would not at- 
tempt to transport an army into Scotland, to raise 
the tr^iste and* taxes that were usually paid by the 
tribe of the Dailriada ; for it would be an enoroach- 
ment upea their ancient privileges> and contrary 
to the estsMished laws of his predecessors, to com- 
Hiit bostffities- upon that honourable clan,^ wilicl\ 
was always read^ to assist the Irish crown witli 
their tfim, and expose their lives with great bra- 
T«ry^ m its defence. But this remonstrance, how 
reasonable soever^ had no eflfect upon the king^ 
who resolved to knrade Scotland with a powerful 

. aopmy, and^ compel^ that tribe to gratify his demand, 
the saint mctdte answer, that Providence had .tafeetj 
l6apt illustrious: cfen* into its peculiar protectipn^ 
which wa» able^ and resolved to set bounds to the 
tyranny and exactions of tire Eri^h crown, and 
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M'ould deliver the Dailriadas from so unjust and 
unprecedented oppressions ; find this was spoken 
with a prophetic spirit, and was afterwards literally 
accomph'shed. After this discourse between the 
king and the saint, he with the retinue of the cler« 
gy took leav^ of the court, and prepared to return 
to Scotland. An ancient manuscript, called Le- 
abhar Glin da Loch, observes,' that Aodhan, thQ 
son of Gab h ran, son of Domanguirt^ was. present 
at the assembly of Dromceat, and was allowed a 
place in th^ convention, and that he was among 
the attendants of saint Colium Cill, when he had 
the last intercourse with the Irish monarch, and 
made his compliments at his departure. The same 
valuable record asserts, that the assembly of Drom- 
ceat sat constantly, without prorogation, for the 
space of a whole year and month, where most 
excellent laws were established and admitted, for 
the correcting of abuses in the state> and for the . 
future government of the people. 

When St CoUum Cill had taken his final fare« 
wel of the king and the Irish court, he withdrew 
and came with bis followers to a place called Dubh 
Eeagluis, in Inis Eogain, wher^ Scanlan, the king 
of Ossery, was confined in close custody ; and tho 
night after he arrived (as the old chronicle* tinctUr 
red, I am afraid, with ignorance Or superstition^ 
particularly mentions) a most miraculous event 
happened ; for a large pillar, as it were of fire» 
appeared in the air^^ which it enlightened, and di- 
rectly hung over the apartment where Scanlan was 
imprisoned under a strong guard, and loaded witb 
chains. The soldiers were astonished at this fiery 
appearance, which was exceeding bright and ter^ 
time, and under surprise fell flat' upon their facef 
to the ground. All the castle was illuminated as 
at mid-dajr» and a beam of U^t darted into the 
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room where the king of Ossery lay, groaning tin- 
der the weight of his irons, and (as the tale goesr 
on) he heard a distinct voice, which called to him 
aloud, * Stand up Scanlan, give me your hand, 
fear nothing, leave your chains and fetters behind 
you/ The king was in amaze at the vision and 
the voice ; but he took courage upon recollection, 
and rose up, and gave his hand to an ingel in hu- 
jnan shape, who led him out of the apartment, 
his feet being at liberty, and his chains falling off 
of their own accord. The guards were surprised 
as the angel was conducting the king, and de- 
manded who they were that dared to force the 
prison against the king's command. The angel 
replied, that Scanlan, king of Ossery, was deliv- 
ered from his imprisonment ; which answer con- 
founded the soldiers, for they thought it impossi- 
ble that any human power would make so despe- 
rate an attempt. And by this means the king ob- 
tained his liberty. 

When they had passed the guards, the king was 
presented to St. CoUum Cill, with whom he was 
to continue that night ; and the saint being dispo- 
sed to sleep, intended to take off his brogues, but 
was prevented by th^ king, who untied them, as 
St. CoUum Cill had predicted. The saint, in sur- 
prise, demanded who had loosened his strings ; the 
King answered he had done it, which gave the 
saint great satisfaction, because he had frustrated 
tiie design of Hugh, the king of Ireland, upon 
that prince, and procured his delivery from a cruel 
imprisonment. 

The king of Ossery was severely used during 
his confinement ; his apartment was mean and un- 
becoming his quality, his diet hard and exceeding 
coarse, iiis keepers allowed him nothing but salt 
meat, which so violently inflamed his throat, and 
raised his thirst, that when St. Collmn Cill would 
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have talked with him about the circumstances of 
his usage, and the posture of his afiairs, his mouth 
was so dry, that he could not speak plain, or give 
an answer, but made signs, and by a confused noise 
signified that he wanted drink. The saint imme- 
diately relieved his thirst, and commanded Baoi- 
thin, one of his followers, to give the king a large 
bowl top full, which the king joyfully accepted, and 
finished at three draughts. After his thirst was 
thus assuaged, and his throat cooled, he was able 
to discourse, and answered the saint particularly 
to every question, and made him acquainted with 
his nearest concerns. From the impediment that 
was in the speech of the king, occasioned by his 
thirst, the posterity of Scanlan, who succeeded him 
in the command of Ossery, were observed to stam- 
mer, and to pronounce their words with a great 
deal of trouble and difficulty. The king being 
thus restored to liberty, was advised by St. Col- 
lum Cill to return to bis government, and appear 
publicly in the administration of affairs. But 
Scanlan apprehended the resentment of Hugh, 
king of Ireland, who would be apt to seize upon 
him again, and commit him tq prison, under a 
stronger guard, with woise usage. The saint told 
him not to fear, and to inspire him with courage, 
he bestowed upon him his episcopal staff, as a secu- 
rity and protection, with a command to leave it for 
him at his convent at Armuigh, in the county of 
Ossery. The king, under this sacred assurance of 
safety, returned to his court, and reigned over his 
people, as long as lie lived, without any disturb- 
ance or invasion from Hugh, king of Ireland. 

Scanlan, from a principle of gratitude, acknow- 
ledged the favours he had received from St. Col- 
lum Cill, to whom he owed his life and delivery, 
and enacted a law, which should oblige his sub- 
jects, who were masters of families, to pay three 
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pence a year towards the support of the convent, 
which St. CoUum Cill had erected at Armuigh in 
the county of Ossety ; and this tax was to be levied 
from Bladhma to the sea-side. An old poet of 
good authority, who composed upon the Amhra or 
the Vision of St. CoUum Cill, has recorded this 
transaction in the following lines : 

It is establish'd by my royal law, 

Which I require my subjects to obey. 

That every master of a family, 

Who lives within th* extent of ray command, 

Should three pence offer, as a yearly tribute, 

To the religious convent of Armuigh. 

After this revenue was settled upon the convent 
by a legal establishment, St. CoUum Cill pro- 
nounced a solemn benediction upon the royalv 
family of Scanlan, and upon the whole country . 
in general ; but limited by. this condition, that 
the king and the people should pay obedience 
to the governor of the convent, who was to exer- - 
cise a sort of spiritual jurisdiction over all Ossery ; 
and likewise, that they would be just and regftlar- 
in thepaynent of the yearly revenue tha# was fixed 
by law upon themselves and their posterity. An 
account of thii transaction is transmitted to us in 
the same poem, called The Vision of^St. Collum 
Cill : the verses may be thus translated : 

The fruitful land of Ossery I bless, 
The king, his, family and all his subjects, 
Who from a conscience of religion 
Have bound themselves a^ yearly tax to pay, 
And fix the same on their posterity. 

It is to be observed, that St. Collum Cill, whose 
memory i^ so valuable among the ancient Irish, 
was called originally at his baptism by the name of 
Criomthan ; and, if we believe the book that gives 
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an account of his Vision, (whose testimony may 

perhaps be questioned in some parti culars)« bis 

guardian angel» who always attended him, was 

known by the name of Axall ; and his evil genius, 

who followed him as a plague to infect his mind, 

and inspire him with impious thoughts and wicked 

designs, was called DemaL This we find recorded 

.(though with what certainty it is hard to say) in 

• the ^aroe treatise which relates the most memora- 

' bleacts of this saint. 

• 

The pi6us CI)risti^n hero, Collum Cill> 
rWhen' he was bapdz'd, received the name 

Of Criomthao o Cuui ; his guardian angel 
, " Was the most watchful Axall; but the deinon, 

Wh(9^ .with infernal malice stung, attended 

Upoii the saint to torture and torment him, 
*' ^ Was called QemfiL * 

^rhis change of his name happened when he was 
unden the tuition of Florence, or Finghin Moigh 
4 !QUle, who was the tutor that instructed him in the 
doctrines of religion, and had the principal care 
a«d -manageipent of his education. This master 
allowed Jiis pup^J liberty one day in the week, to 
divert. himself, and go to the neighbouring town, 
to play with his companions who were youths of 
the same age j and being a child of a very modest 
and agreeable disposition, |^is cpmpany was desired 
by all the children in the country, who, upon the 
day that he was to go abroad, would resort to the 
door of the monastery to receive him ; and when 
they saw him coming to the gate they would from 
a transport of joy lift up their l^ands;^ and cry, 
1 Here oomes Collum na Cille,* which in the Iri^h 
language sugnifies. The figeon of the church ; 
for he was a child distinguished for a meek beha- 
Tiour, and the title was applied to him withgr^at 
|)rpDriety. When the abbot Florence, whd w^ 
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his guardian, observed the name his companions 
had bestowed upon the youth, he began to think 
it was the will of heaven that he should be so cal- 
led» and from that time he gave him the title of 
CoUum Cill, and never used the name of Criom- 
than, which was given him at his baptism. 

Nor is it surprising to find an alteration in the 
name of this saint; for such changes happened 
frequently among the saints, who were often dis- 
tinguished by new names. This we observe in a 
religious person called Muchoda, who was a dis^ 
ciple of St. Patrick, and was originally called Car- 
thach y the same we find in Caomhan, who at the 
font received the name of Mac Neile ; and St. 
Patrick himself was called Sicar at his baptism, 
but when he came to confirmation he had the name 
given him of Gemmus Magnus, and afterwards 
when Celestine the Pope of Rome, sent him into 
Ireland to propagate the Christian faith, he again 
changed his name and called him Patrick, Upon 
this occasion I might instance Fionnbhair of Cork, 
and many others of exemplary piety, who were 
distinguished upon occasions by different names, 
in the same manner as St. Collum Cill, who from 
his youth was known by that name, nowtithstand- 
ing he received the name of Criomthan when he 
was baptised. ,, 

It miist not be omitted in this place, that the 
father of St. Collum Cill was naturally an Irish 
man, his mother waslikewise of the same country, 
and not of a Scottish descent, as some partial his- 
torians of that kingdom would willingly impose 
upon the world ; and to confirm this truth we have 
the authority of a book called the Chronicle of 
the Saints of Ireland, which expressly asserts, 
that Feidhlin, the son of Feargus Ceannfada, son 
of ConuU Gulban, the son of Niall, the great he- 
ro of the nine hostages, was the father of St. Col- 
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Inm Ciil ; and as a farther evidence it may not bfe 
improper to subjoin the following verses, translated 
from an old poet, whose testimony cannot be dis« 
puied : 

Tbe most religious CoIIum Cill 
Descended from the royal race of Felix, 
Son of Feargus, most renown'd in war, 
Son of the invincible Conuil Gulhan. 

This is the genealogy of St. Collum Cill by his 
father*s line ; and that he was likewise of Irish ex- 
traction by the family of his mother, appears from 
the testimDny of the treatise before-mentioned, cal- 
led The Vision of Collum Cill, which records, 
that Eithne, the daughter of Dioma, son of Naoi, 
who came from the posterity of C^iirbre Niafer, 
king of Leinster, was the mother of this saint. 
The following verses are translated from the same 
writer : 

Eithne, a noble and virtaoos princess. 
Sprung from the illustrioos tine of Cairbre, 
» V/as daughter oi Dioma, son of Naoi, 
And mother to St. Collum Cill. 

Tills Irish saint mortified his body by a conti- 
nued course of abstinence and austerity, whicii by 
this severe usage became so macerated, that his 
bones had almost pierced through his skin; and 
when the wi!]d blew hard through tJie wall of his 
cell, which was unplastered, and forced aside his 
upper garment, his ribs became visible through his 
habit ; for by his fasting and other acts of devo- 
tion he was no more than the image of a man, and 
was worn to a very ghastly spectacle. An ancient 
poet has transmitted this description of St. Collum 
Cill in the loilowing verses : 
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This pious saint, as a religious penance, 
Lay on the cold ground and, through his garments 
liis bones look'd sharp and meagre ; his poor cell 
Was open to th' inclemency of the winds, 
Which blew through the unplastered walls. 

The age of this saint, as the most authentic 
chronicles relate, was seventy-»seven years. This 
computation is justified by the account of Dsllan 
Forguill, who wrote The Vision of St. CoUum 
Cill soon after his decease. He was a poet, and 
upon this occasion has these verses : . 

St. Collum.Cill, after a pious life 
Of seventy seven years, breath'd out his soul, 
And was translated to the heavenly choir 
Of angels and archangels, as a reward 
Due to his virtues. 

The first forty-three years of his life he spent 
in the kingdom of Ireland, which was his native 
country ; then he removed into Scotland, where 
he continued thirty-four years. The author of 
the vision of this saint has recorded these particu- 
lars of his life in the lines subjoined : 

Forty-three years this Christian hero liv*d 
Among his Irish country^len, then inspired 
With zeal to propagate the Christian faith 
He visited the Scots, to whom he preach'd 
The gospel four-and-thirty years* 

The three principal places where St. Colhim 
Cill usually resided, are known by the names of 
Aoii, in Scotland ; Deny, in the province of Uib-- 
ter, and Dunn da Leathghlass, where his body 
was solemnly interred. For these places of abode 
the saint ever retained a great affection, and men- 
tions them with a particular fondness in these ver- 
ses, which he composed himself: 
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My soul delights to meditate aod pray 

Ac A oily the happy paradise of Scotland ; 

Denry, the glory of my native isle, 

I celebrate thy praise, by nature bless'd ; 

To Dunn de Leathghlass I bequeath my bones. 

In life a sweet retreat. 

St. £!ol]uin was naturally of a hale and robust 
constitution; for the author of his life relates, 
that when he used to celebrate mass or to sing 
psalms, his voice might be distinctly heard a mile 
and a half from the place where he was performing 
his devotion ; and, as we find expressly related in 
his vision, no evil spirit could bear the divine and 
harmonious sound of his voice, but fled away far 
out of the reach of it. To confirm this, it is pro- 
per to introduce the evidence of an -ancient poet, ' 
who, treating of the vision of St. Collum, partic- 
ularly mentions it ; the lines may be thus trans- 
lated : 

St. Collum by his sweet melodious voice 
Expeird the evil spirits; who from the sound 
Precipitantlyfled; for, by heaven inspired. 
He ckarmM tlie good, but was a scourge and terror 
To the profane* 

There is an account of a wonderful event, to be 
met with in an old manuscript, which perhaps may 
be refused belief, but cannot wholly be omitted 
in this place. The chronicle relates, that when 
St. Collum Crll was in Ireland, there lived a pa- 
gan priest in the county of Tyrconnel, who erect- 
ed a temple of great beauty and magnificence in 
those times, arid among other curiosities of art 
and workmanship, he made an altar of fine glass, 
which he siiperstitiously adorned with th^ repre- 
sentation of t!ie sun and moon. It happened that 
tliis priest was seized with a sudden distemper, 
which took awav his senses, and he was without 
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mottbn, as if' he had been in a swoon. The devils 
who it seems had a particular resentment against 
the nian» took advantage of the opportunitj, and 
seizing him with his talons, ^as hiirrying him 
through the air. St Collum looking up, perceived 
the. fiend upon the wing bearing his prey^ and wheri 
b^ was flying directly over him, the saint made thcf 
sign of the cross in the air above his head, which 
so astonished. the devil, that he let go his hold and 
dropped the priest, . who providentially fell at St. 
CoUum's feet. This deliverance was so gratefully 
ffeceiVed by the priest,, that after a short discourse 
he became a convert to Christianity, and when h6 
had dedicated his temple to the Christian service^ 
he bestowed it upon St. Collum, and Entered him- 
self into a religious order, where he led a monastic 
life» and became an eminent confessor of the faith 
of Christ. In the reigii of Hugh> son of Ainnve«- 
reaeh, kingjof Ireland, the celebrated St. CoHum 
^1^8 removed to a better state. 

It is to be cautioned in this place, that the saint, 
we are speaking of, was CoUum Cill^ the son of 
Feidhlin, son of Feargus;. for many eJ^cellent and 
pious persons in Ireknd were afterwards known 
by the ^me name. That valuable I'ecord, called 
Leabhar Ruadt> Mac Eogain, andthe Chronicle 
of the Irish saints, expressly assei*t, that many re-> 
l^ious m«n, and exemplary women, and abbesses 
of thai kingdoii, bad the same nelme i they takd 
ikitice that tiiere were twenty-two saints in Ireland 
called Sit. Colbun, tbe first df which name was 
the saint wfa(»e piety and virtuous acts haver been 
described, and in hbnoft of whose memory everr 
one was desirotis of that title, 4s a sort of check 
and restramt upott^ immorality and vice^ and asig* 
nal exam^ple of teiiiq)erance,. charity, and etery 
Other Christian, virtue* 

■ Vol. II. ' N' 
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We are told that there were fourteen religious 
persons in Ireland* known by the name of Brean* 
nuin ; the principal two were Breannuin Biorra and 
Br,eannuin Ardfeart : and we find that there were 
twenty-five saints in that kingdom called Ciaran, 
particularly those holy men Ciaran Cluana Mac 
Naois, Ciaran Saigre, Ciaran Tiabruide Naoi^ and 
Ciaran Cille Fionnuidhe. Thirty were distin-. 
guished by the name qf Aodhan* and seven called 
Bairrfibnn, of whom Bairrfionn, who lived in 
Cork, was of superior note; this person had ano- 
ther name, and was called Fionnbhair of Cork, 
and wasthesonof Amergtn, son of Dubh Daibhin, 
son of Kineadha, son of Eochaidh, son of Cair- 
bre Ard, son of Bryen, son of Eochaidh Moidh- 
meodhin, king of Ireland. , In the convent of 
Cork, the governor of which religious house was 
this Fionnbhair, there were seventeen prelates 
constantly residing, and seven hundred of the 
clergy. There were fifteen holy women in Ireland, 
who were distinguished by the name of Bridget ; 
the most eminent of them was Bridget, the daugh-* 
ter of Dubhthaig, who lived in the province of 
Leinster, and the character of this pious wc^an is 
highly valued and esteemed ampng the religious 
throughout Europe. It is certain that she des- 
cended lineally from the posterity of Eochaidh 
Fionn Fuathnairt, who was a famous prince, and 
brother to the renowned Conn, the hero c^ the 
hundred battles; as we find it .particularly men- 
tioned in the chronicle of the Iri^ saints, where 
there is a poem that begins with these words, *Na- 
omh Sheanchus, Naomh Insi Fail,' and has the 
genealogy of this lady expressed at large in this 
manner; Bridget, the daughter of Dubhthaig, son 
of Dreinlne, son of Breasal, son of I>ein, son of 
Conla, son of Art, son of CairlHre Niadh, son of 
Cormac, son of Aongus^ son of Eochaidh Fionn 
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JFuathnairt, son of Feidhlimidh Reachtmar, son 
of Tuathal Teachtmar, king of Ireland. Tbe re- 
ligious women that were known by the narae of 
Bridget in that kingdom were fourteen, and were 
those that follow: Bridget, the daughter of Dio- 
ma; Bridget, the daughter of Mianaig; Bridget, 
the daughter of Momhain ; Bridget, the daughr 
ter of Eana ; Bridget, the daughter of CoUa ; 
Bridget, the daughter of Eathtair Ard ; Bridget 
of Inis Bride ; Bridget, the daughter of Diaraair; 
Bridget, the daughter of Seannbotha ; Bridget, 
the daughter of Fiadnait; Bridget, the daughter 
of Hugh; Bridget, the daughter «f Luinge; 
Bridget, the daughter of Fiochmaine ; Bridget^ 
the daughter of Flainge. 

It was in the reign of tlugh, the son of Ainmer 
fBach, king of Ireland, Whose history is now up- 
der consideration, that Gaodhil gave over Manu* 
inn Eogan Mac Gabhran, being very aged at that 
time. Under the government of this monarch, 
St Caincatch Achadhbo, descended from the posr 
terity of Feargus, son of Riogh, departed the pre- 
sent life. About this time it was, that Colman 
Rimidh engaged in the memorable battle of Sle- 
amhna, where the royal army of Hugh, king of 
Ireland, with his son Conall at the head of. it, was 
defeated; soon afterwards the battle of Cuill Ca- 
bll was fought by Fiachadh, the son of Baodan, 
m which action, Fiachadh, the son of Diomain, 
wa^ routed and the greatest part of his army put 
to the sword. After this defeat, Conall, the son of 
Suibhne, obtained, by his singular bravery, three 
compleat victories in one day, when he conquered 
three generals of the name of Hugh, viz. Hugh 
Slaine, Hugh Buidhe, king of Omaine, and Hugh 
Roinn, king of O Faile. These battles were fou^t 
at Bruighin da Choga, as the following lines, ex- 
pressly testify : 
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The martial CooaO widi his valiant troojis 
Thnee battles fought, and fertanately conquer'd 
The three renown^ Hoghg, Hugh Shiine> 
Hugh Roinn, and Hugh baidhe> who bniTely fell 

With all their forces. / 

Fiachadh, the son of Baodan, and Fiachadb, 
the son of Diomain, who are mentioned before, 
were engaged in perpetual quarrels and disputes, 
which were fomented with great violence on both 
sides ; and they could not be persuaded to an in-^ 
terview and reconcilement, for St Collum Cill 
intei-posed, and by the mediation of his prayers 
prevailed, tl^at Fiachadh, son of Diomaip, had 
always the advantage of his enemy, over whom he 
obtained several victories. The unfortunate Fi- 
achadh, son of Baodan, having suf&red many grier; 
vous defeats, applied himself to St. Collum Cill, 
and desired him to favour his interest} for he was 
sensible he was not so much overcome by the arno^a 
pf his enemies, as vanquished by the irresistible 
powers of his' prayers. The saint expostulated the 
matter with him, and among other particulars, de- 
manded whether it was his choice to lose his life in 
battle, and be happy afterwards in the kingdom of 
Heaven, or to come off victorious over his enemies 
and be eternally miserable in another state. The 
ambitious and deluded prince replied, that he 
would trust his soul into the hands of Trovidi^nce ; 
but of all thingi^he desired, in this world, he would 
choose to subdue his enemies in battle ; for such 
exploits would make his name immortal and men- 
tioned with honour to all posterity. This answer 
was very unwelcome to the Saint, who lamented 
the folly of the young prince; but proposing the 
same question to Fiachadh, son of Diomain, he 
made a more Christian choice, and preferred tlie 
happiness of ^ iuture life to all the titles of fame> 
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and th^ glory of cod({t]est, wliich ^tenAed th6 
victorious in this world ; and the wisdom of tbii 
prince was so aeccptable to the saints that he re- 
ceived him under his immediate charge^ iiUreated 
Heaven for success in all undertakings^ and by his 
prayers obtained victory for hint in every engage^ 
ment. 

Every principal family of the nobility and gen* 
try throughout the kingdom of Ireland^ expressed 
a singular veneration and reverence for softie par* 
ticular saint, whose name they4nvoked, and whose 
protection they implored upon all occasions ; and 
this will appear evidently from the instances that 
follow. The families of the Tuathallachs and 
Byrns applied themselves -to St. Caoimhg^n, of 
Gllnd^loeh; the Cinsatacbs committed themselves 
to the care of Mabidog Feama ; the Cavens^hs 
to l^oling ; the Moores, in the Irish language 6 
Mordha» addressed to Fiontan of Cluain Aidnach; 
Osscry called upon Caineach Achasdho; the O 
Bryens Apharlach directed their prayers to Seadh« 
m y Muskry Mac l>iarmuid placed themselves un« 
der the care of Gobnuit ; Imocuille fixed u|)oa &U 
Colman, with matly other iiobte families that might 
be mentioned in this place., There was not a 
<;ounty or territory in all the kingdom but what 
had a particular saint, whose name they invok^ 
in all emergencies, and who was made choice of as 
the guardians of themselves, their famlies» and for* 
tunes. . But the saints we have already ttientioned 
were not the most distinguished ; for tne most pop- 
ular names throughout the island were such as 
Finghin or Florence, of Moighe Bifle Ciaraq 
Cluana, Comhgoill Beanchoir, Bridget of KUdare, 
Eilbe of Imligh, and St. Patrick. These saints 
are particularly recorded^ with the provinces and 
families they had charg& of, by Aongus Ceilede, 
who composed the book called Psalter na Rann, 
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from whence the following lines are ^xtracted^ that 
were written by the same author : 

The illuBtrious tribe of the O Neills addrc68*d 
Themselves, in their religious offices. 
To the devout St. CoHum; the men of Ulster 
Invok'd the help of Finghin Maigh Bille. 
• The noble family of the Dalnaruidhe 
Implor*d the kind protection of Comhgoill. 
Bridget, a lady lineally deriv'd 
From a renowned race of kings, took charge 
Of Leinster ; and the most devout St% Ailbe 
Presided over Munster. These were saints 
Of an inferior order, when compared 
AVith the divine St. Patrick, who po6sess*d 
The first place in the Irish calendar, 
And was the guardian angel of the isle. 

In the reign of Hugh, son of Ainmereach^ ting^ 
of Ireland, Brandubh, the son of Eocbaidh, son 
of Muireadhach, son of Aongus, son of Feidhlim, 
son of Eana Cinsalach, was king of Leinster^ and 
governed that province for one year. This pro- 
vincial prince engaged in a war with Hugh, the 
Irish monarch) and after several sharp disputes he 
defeated the royal army in the celebrated battle ot 
Beallach Dunbolg, where Hugh, the son of Ain- 
mereach was unfortunately slain. After this yic- 
toiy, the ancient records assert, that the inhabi- 
tants of Leinster rebelled against Brandubh, who 
i4lised a considerable force to suppress the traitors; 
but they were supported with superior numbers, 
and engaged the king in the battle of Camcluain, 
by Saran Saoibhdiearg of Seannboith, in which 
action the king, after a terrible slaughter of his 
troops, lost his life. This memorable event is re- 
lated by an old poet of good authority, in the fol- 
lowing lines: 

The most heroic Sigraii Saoibhdearg 
Of ancient Seannboith, with his sword 
Engag'd the valiant Brandubh, king of Leinster, 
And slew him hand to hand. 
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Hugh Slaine sdzed upon the govern* 
^' ^' ment. He was the son of Diarmuid, son 

^' of Feargus Ceirbheol, son of Conall Cre- 
amthume^ son of Niall, the hero of the nine hos« 
^tages, descended from the royal line of Heremon ; 
and he admitted as a partner in the sovereignty, 
Colman Rimidh, the son of Mortough, son Ear- 
ca, derived from the same illustrious family. 
These princes were the succeeding monarchs, and 
ruled jointly with great friendship for the space of 
six years. The mother of Hugh Slaine was Mun- 
gan, the daughter of Congearuinn, son of Duach, 
of the province of Conacht; and he contracted 
marriage with Eithne^ the daughter of Breannuin 
Dall, of the same part of the country : by this la- 
dy he had six sons, and their names were Diar- 
muid, Donagh, Maolbreasail, Maolodhar, Con- 
gall and OilioU. This king was particularly dis- 
tinguished by the name of Aodha Slaine ; and he 
was known by that title, because his mother was 
delivered of him upon the river Slaine. In the 
j*eign of these Irish princes, Gregory, the Roman 
pontifi; deputed St Augustine the monk, with a 
commission to propagate Christianity in Britain ; 
into which country he came, attended with a great 
number of clergy, whose business was to obey his 
orders, and assist him in that religious underta- 
king. This transaction is contradicted by some 
writers, who assert, that five missioners of the 
name of Augustin arrived in Britain at the same 
time, which account may be justly suspected to be 
a thistake. Colman Rimidh fell by the sword of 
Locban Diolmhain, and Hugh Slaine was killed 
by Conull Guthbin : such was the unfortunate end 
of these princes, who sat jointly in the throne of 
Ireland. 
. ^Q- Aodh Uairiodhnach succeedjed. He wais 

'^ • the son of Daniel, son of Mortough, son- 
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qf Muireadtiaqb, son of £og£}T), ^on of Niall^ the 
fiunoiis berp o^ the nine bo^Wg^s> descended from 
thq po^te^lj of Heremoa; and was blessed wifh 
a loiig raigDf for he enjoyed the sovereignty twen«> 
ty-sciven years. The mother of this prince waa 
Bridget, the daughter of Orca^ son of £irici -ton 
of Eachach} and the occs^^ion of his ^etng called 
Aodh tJairiodhnach was». because he ws^s troubled 
with acute pains, ^Bd frequently felt «tit^bQS in his 
side ; for the Word Jodnach in^ the Irish language, 
signipes in the English, n cold stitch, and Uair i^' 
the Irish word for an hour^ (because his distem* 
^f wa9 regular in its attack, and sei^^liim con-' 
sA^ntly i^t certain houn^,) ao that by joining these 
words tc^ther they ^outid Uairiodbnach. Thia 
toriQ^nting disease was a. great affliction to the 
icings and[ was very sharp and violent while it I^st- 
ed^ insomuch that the king would cry out asif 
upon the rack, and offer his kingdom to he eased 
€^ iX&xt one hour« But nol^ithstanding be was 
aut:^ec1| to these ps^ins in hiis body, he was a prince 
of ^ n^rtial dispositieo, and: could well endure the 
fatigues of war. His reign met with frequent disf- 
turbaoces fro<n Aongus, the spn of Cplman, who 
wa« ^JL levigth totally defeated in the meiuQrable 
battle of Odhbha, in which bloody conflict Cpnall 
X4aqghbre2(g, the ston of Aodba Slaine, the prece« 
ding naonarch, lost his life ; soon aft^r this action 
Aodh Uairiodhnachy king (^ Irelandi was kiUedr 
in. the battle pf Da Fearta. 

Maolchobha succeeded in tl^e Iri^. 

618* ^'^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ of Aodh or Hugh« 
the sou of Ainroereachi^ son of SeadJbna* 
spa of F^airgi;!^ Ceannfada, son of Conull Gulbau, 
aiSH) of NiaUy, the celebrated hero of the nine hoSf^ 
tages, derived from the royal stock of Herpnao^ 
494 adniinistered the gove^qment four years. The 
ccnaoi^ Qf this mon^ircb W49 Graoi^pach, the 
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daughter of Hugh Fionn, king of Osisery ; and 
he fell by the victorious sword of Suibhne Meain, 
in the dreadful battle of Bealgadin. 

Suibhne ' Meain seized upon the crown. 

^X^ He was the son of Fiachra, son of Fea- 
* radhaich, son of Mortough» son of Mui- 
readhach, son of £ogan» son of Niall, the renown- 
ed hero of the nine hostages, a lineal descendant 
from the royal race of Heremon, and enjoyed the 
sovereignty thirteen years. It was in the reign of 
this Irish monarch that St. Caomghin of Glinda- 
loch was translated to a better state, after he had 
been blessed with a long life of 120 years. This 
religious person was the son of Gaomhloga, son of 
Caomf headha« son of Curile, son of Feargus La- 
eibhdearg, son of Meisin Cuirb, who came from 
the posterity of Labhra Loingseach. Under his 
government likewise died Hugh, whb was other- 
wise called Aodha Beanain, king of Munster ; 
and about the same time was removed by-death 
out of the present world, the most pious St. Ada- 
main, son of Ronain, son of Tihne, son' of Aodha, 
son of Coliiim, son of Seadhna, son of FeargUs, 
son of Conull Gulban, son* of Niall, the hero of 
the nine hostages. The wife of Suibhne Meain, 
king of Ireland, was Rona, the daughter of king ^ 
Ua Durtri. This j^rince met with , an untimely 
fate, as did most of his predecessors^ and was 
slain by Conall Claon, son of Sganlann Sgiath 
Leathan. 

, Daniel possessed the sovereigntjr of Iro- 

635. land. He was the son of Hugh, son of 
Ainmereach, ^on of Seadhna, son of Fear- 
gui( Geannfada, son of Conull Gulban, son of 
Niall, the hero of the nine hostages, descended 
from the royal posterity of Herem6n, and sat upon 
the throne thirteeri yeai:s. It was this prince that 
fought the terrible brittle of Dun Citheme, where 

VOIhi ^* o 
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he engaged Conull CIaon» whom, after a dreadful 
slaughter of his best troops, he routed and drove 
out of the field. In the reign of this Irish men- 
arch, St. Fiontan, who was likewise known by 
the name of Muna, exchanged this life for a bet- 
ter; and about the same time Carthach Mochuda 
was bankhed from Rathan to Lismore. Under 
the government of this prince happened the death 
of Mochua and Molaise» the pious bishops of 
Leithglin. Carthach Mochuda before-mentioned^ 
^was a descendant from the noble family of Ciar^ 
son of Feargus Mac Roigh, and undertaking a 
pilgrimage froin Kerry to Rathan, when he vrived 
there he erected an abbey in that place, and settled 
some monks in iU to the number, as an old record 
asserts, of 7ip« These religious persons were 
distinguished by their piety and holy lives, and 
their character was so valuable among the pepple^ 
that it was given out, that an angel usually con- 
versed with every third person in a familiar man- 
ner. 

The great reputation of these monks of Ra« 
Ihan raised ^ jealousy among the religious^ who 
lived in tlie convent of Jobh Neil, and lost ground 
considerably in the affections of the people. To 
recover their character they sent messengers to 
Mochuda, to desire him to leave Rathan, and re^ 
nair to his own country which was the province of 
Munster. The saint refused tlie invitation, and 
replied resolutely, that he would never forsake hia 
pious monks of Rathan till he was compelled by 
violence, either by^ a king, or a bishop invested 
with proper authority. This answer enraged the 
monks of Clanna Neill, who resolved to force the 
saint from Rathan, incensed Blathmacand Diar» 
muid, who came attended by a body of northern 
clergy, in a tumultuous maUner, with a design to 
seize upon Mochudai and drag him out 4ff hia • 
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eonvent. When the saint was informed of the vi- 
olence projected against hitn^ and that his enemies 
were ^approaching, he despatched a Pictish noble* 
man of Scotland, who was a lay monk in the house, 
to treat with Blathmac^ and desire the favour of 
continuing with his monks at Rathan for the space 
of a year longer without disturbance | the name 
of this reKgious Pict was Constantine. 'Blathmac 
was prevailed upon to allow a year's respite, and 
without oflfering any violence, returned home with 
his followers.. When the time was expired, Blath- 
mac came to Hathan, expecting Mochuda and his 
monks would quit the convent ; and when he ar- 
rived he Bent a clergyman into the housci to re^ 
quire the saint to futnt the agreement, and leave 
Uie monastery without giving him the trouble of 
an ejectment ; but Mochuda, unwilling to forsake 
the convent, which he had erected for a religioqs 
use, despatched the jpious Constantine to Blath- 
mac, entreating him not to proceed in his design, 
and force him out by violence, and promising him 
withal, that if he would allow him to continue 
there with his monl»~^ one year more, he would 
withdraw without giving hire mbre troublet This 
request with great difEelilty was obtained, and the 
saint remained undisturbed till the time eipired i 
but at the end of the year Blathmae with his cler- 
gy about him returned to Rathan, and when he 
found Mochpda and his monks continued in the 
convent, he raised a company of rude fellows in 
the- neighbourhood, with a design to force the 
house and apprehend the saint. The leader in this 
enterprise was Diarmuid Ruaighnigh, who was 
followed by the principal (tf the tribe of Cluain 
Aongusa. , ^ 

Supported with this assistance, Diarmuid ad- 
vanced toward the abbey gate, and not attempting 
to enter, he fixed himself behind the cfoor on ^o 
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outside^ which stood wide open. Mochuda was 
soon' informed of this attempt, and without any 
sign of fear or surprise, he came to the gate where 
Diarmuid was, and when he had addressed him 
with great civility, he courteously invited him into 
the convent, but Diarmuid did not accept o£ the 
invitation, and could by no means be induced to 
go in. This denial astonished the saint, who ex- 
pected to be used with violence, and demanded the 
» reason of his refusal, and whether he did not come 
with such a number of followers on purpose to 
seize upon him and his monks, and by force to 
eject them out of the monastery, Diarmuid ac- 
knowledged that the design of his arrival^ and 
those hostile preparations, were to apprehend him, 
and in case of resistance and opposition to seize 
him and turn him and his religious out by force ; 
but, says he, I find a compunction in my mind^ 
and dare not prosecute this attempt, which I am 
Concerned that I any way engaged Jn, for I have 
that veneration for your professed piety, and the. 
dignity of your sacred character, that I sbopld 
incur the guilt of sacrilege shoufd I impiously lay 
hands upon you, or presume to violate this struc- 
ture, devoted to the purposes of religion and pure 
worship of God. May that God therefore, re- 
plied Mochuda, shower his divine blessings upon 
you and your posterity ; vou are worthy to sit on 
the throne of Iredand, which would be happy un^ 
der the command of so pious a prince, and 1 pray 
God that the crown may be fixed upon your royal 
head, and by an uninterrupted succession descend 
to your family for many ages. Nor, continued he, 
would I have you be concerned at the scoffs and 
indignities you will be apt to receive, on your re- 
turn to Blathmac and his profane companions; for 
they will in derision l)estow a title upon you, and 
eall you by the name of Diarmuid Ruaighnigh, 
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yet that name shall be a distinction of Honour to 
yourself and your posterity. 

With thid encouragement from St. Mochuda, 
Diarmuid returned to Biathmac, who, expecting 
the saint and his monks, passionately enquired why 
he had not entered the convent, and forced away 
the member^ of the liouse if they refused to fol- 
low him with consent. Diarmuid replied, that he 
never designed to offer violence to SQ religious a 
person ; to .which answer Blathmac returned scof- 
fingly, * that, I confess, was Ruaighnigh,' which 
was as much as to say, it was charitably done ; for 
the word Ruaighnigh in the Irish language, signi- 
fies charitable in the English. The wholes com- 
I^any immediately derided him witli the same appeU 
ation, and by that means the prediction of the 
saint was accomplished ; upon the account of this 
circumstance the descendants of Diarmuid were 
called Sliocht. Diarmuda Ruaighnigh for many 
generations. 

Blathmac still persisted in his resolution of forc« 
ing the convent, and expelling the monks ; and 
followed by a number of rude profane people, he 
advanced towards tlie abbey. 1 he gate was found 
open, and he seized Mochuda, and using him in 
very rude and disrespectful npianner, he thrust him 
and his monks out of their apartment, and made 
fast the gates. This barbarous treatment was so 
• resented by the saint, that he cursed him with 
dreadful imprecations, and implored heaven tore- 
venire this cruel persecution upon his family. 

Moqhuda, after this expulsion, was uncertain 
whither ta retire arid conduct his followers, but at 
length he resolved to lead them towards the county 
of ^ Deisies, in the province of Munster ; and while 
the saint was upon his journey, as the chr6nicle 
asserts, he performed many miracleis, and worked 
wonders among the people. When he arrived 4o 
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that country with his monks, he applied to thfe 
king of the Deisies, who gave him^ courteous and 
honourable reception, and made provision for the 
aaint and his followers; and in a short time Mo- 
chuda was so sincerely respected by the king, that 
he committed himself and the afl&irs of his govern- 
ment to his care and administration, and took him 
with liim to Dunsginne, which place has changed 
its name, and is the same with Lismore 4it this 
day. This is the account extracted faithfully from 
the Irish cKronicles, concerning the«expuIson of 
Mochudaand his monks from the abbey of Rathan, 
of their arrival in the county of Deisies, of the 
entertainment they received from the king, wher 
made provision for them, and settled them in Lis- 
more. , 

It is to be observed in this place, that the re* 
Biarkable battle of Muighrath was fought by Da- 
niel, the son of Hugh, son of Ainmereach, in 
which terrible conflict Conall Claon was unfortu- 
nately slain, after he had governed the province of 
Ulster ten years. In the reign of Daniel, the fol- 
lowing saints, who were most eminent for their 

^lety in those times, departed the present life, viz. 

\U Mochuo, who was descended from the postern 
ity of Cathaoir More; this religious person erected 
and consecrated. Tigh Mochuo in Lex, otherwise 
called in the Itish tongue, Laoeghis: St. Mpchu- 
da^ Molaise Leithgline, Comhdltn mac da Chear* 
da, and the devout Cronan, bishop of Caoindrpm, 
This prince died soon afterwards, of a natural 
death; which is the more remarkable, because 
most of his predecessors fell by the sword. 

Conall Claon obtained the sovereignty, 

^^* and admitted his brother Ceallach as a 

' partner in the government. These princes 

were the sons of Maolchabha, son of ^Hugh, son 

of Ainmereach, son of Seaidhna^ son of Feargus 
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Ceahnfada, son of ComiU Gulban, son of NialU 
the hero of the nine hoatages, descended from the 
royal line of Heremon, and filled the throne with 
peace and unanimity thirteen years. In the reign 
of these brothers, Ctiana, the son Of Cailchine> 
derived from the illustrious posterity of Heber 
Fionn, and king of Fearney, in south Munster, de- 
parted this lite. This prince was called the re- 
nowned champion of Liathmuine, and Was cotem- 
porary with the celebrated Guaire, son of Colnian^ 
king of Conadit, and resembled that noble person 
in acts of munificence and charity; for he was 
continually extending his relief to the poor and 
indigent, liberal to men of learning in all profeS'- 
sions, and hospitable to strangers, whicb were ac- 
complishments that Guaire was distinguislied by^ 
who is delivered down by the Irish writers, as the 
Standard of these princely and uncommon virtues 
to posterity. Upon this occasion the following 
verses were composed by Conall and Comhdan^ 
who had an excellent genius for poetry, and were 
the laureats of the age : , ' 

The most iUuitridvB Guair^, tbeson of Colmaa, 

A libetal and hospitableprioce, 

Was equalled in his virtues by Cuanat 

^The brave and pious champion of Liathmuine. 

In the reign of Conall Claon and his brother 
Ceallach, Ragallach, the son of Uadhach, who 
liad governed the province of Conacbt for 25 
years, was killed by Maoibride, the son of Mothla- 
chan, and met with an inglorious fate, from tho 
hands of a base, vile rabble of mechanics and la* 
bonrers that were his immediate executioneiRS. 
Tlvis Ri^Uach had conceived a viblent hatred 
atid aversion for the son of his elder brother, 
lirhose right to the crown he hadinvaded, and wa| 
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fearfuMest he should *be disturbed in his govern- 
liient by the pretensions of his nephew; who was 
thenext heir in succession, and had a formidable in* 
terest in the affections of the people. He resolved 
therefore to remove hiiQ out of the way, and had 
made sevecal attempts upon his life, but without 
success ; but when he perceived his wicked designs 
defeated, and that it Was impossible to murder him 
by open violence, by reason of his popularity, he 

_ bad recourse to a stratagem which effected his pur« 
pose, and concluded in the death of the young 
prince. Ragallach it seems was so condemed be« 
cause he could not destroy the young prince, that 
he contracted a languishing disease,, and fell into 
a consumption ; and to couceal his treachery the 
better, he sent a message to his nephew, to desire 
a visit from him before he died, for his disease he 
judged to be incurable, and therefore he passion- 
ately expected to see him, for he designed to leave 
^he government to him, and to settle upon him the 
crown of Conacht. The prince and his filends 
soon discovered the meaning of this disguised 
friendship, and resolving to go to court upon the 
invitationy he raised a considerable force« to attend 
him as a guard, but he charged them to behave 
themselves without committing hostilities, onlv to 
have their swords drawn under their cloaksi ana be 
in readiness if any violence should be offered by 
his uncle, whose treachery he suspected, and was 

. 4tpprehensive some attempt would be made upon 
his life. Under this strong guard the prince and 
his friends arrived at the court of Conacht, and 
being introduced into the king's presence, who lay 
languishing upon his bed, he courteously enquired ' 
afler his health, and the nature of his distenjiper. 
The king was surprised when he sa.w the prince 
enter his chamber with so numerous a retinue^ and 
with seeming concern told him» that it was the 
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greatest trouble of his whole life to be suspected 
of insincerity by the person he fully designed 
should wear the crown after his decease ; for there 
could be no occasion fot such a guard, and sq 
many followers, unless he apprehended sgm^ dan- 
ger, which was unreasonable to suppose from an 
expiring krng, xvho sq dearly valued hiiti, and re- 
solved to dec!ai*ehim his successor;, aud therefore 
he desfred to see him again the tlext morning, but 
ii^ithout attendants, for he had Something of im- 
portance to Communicate, Ai^hich ii^as not proper 
to be divulged befpre company ; nor indeed, con- 
tinued he, am 1 tihte to bear the suspicion of my 
deaf nephew, who, by the number about him, 
must be jealous of my friendship, which confounds 
me upon a death-b^d, when I am preparing to 
leave th€ World, and fi^^ him in the succession to 
the drown of Conacht. The nephew, deceived 
by the hypocrisy of his peffidious under went to 
visit him the next day, unattended and without his 
guards, and he had no sooner entered the chamber, 
but, upon a sigh given, a body of soldiers, who 
were prepared for the execution, followed him, 
and fajling upon him in a barbarous manner, left 
him dead upon the spot. Ragallach being thus 
delivered from his fears, by destroying tlie rightful 
heir, begati to recover from his languishing,3tate of 
health, his consumption daily al^ated, and bis cure 
was perfi^ctcfd in a short time. He had now no 
apprehensioifs of a competitor fo give him disturb- 
ance, and therefore he abandoned himself to ease 
and indolence, neglected the weighty affairs of h\9 
government, and donsumed his time and his reve- 
nue in rioting, feasting, and sensuality. 

This treadherous pritice, Ragallach, had for his » 
wifd a compassionate arid well disposed lady^/ 
ttrhose name was Marron, and she so lamented tb^ 
miserable death of the young prince^ that sh^ was 

VOL. IX. p 
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afraid that the gods, for she was a pagan, would 
revenge this cruelty upon her husband or herself^ 
in an exemplary manner; and therefore she had 
recourse to an eminent augur retained in the fara-* 
ily, and enquired of hiniy whether the vengeance 
of heaven was concerned to punish the murder, and 
who would suffer for that monstrous act, Ragallach, 
who contrived his execution, or herself who was 
.no way privy to it The soothsayer replied that 
the death of her nephew would be revenged Upon 
the king and herself, and that by the most unex- 
pected m^ans, and by the hands of her own child ; 
for the child she had then in her womb would be the 
instrumient appointed by Providence to punish this 
barbarous murder, which would be amply revenged 
upon Ragallach and herself. The queen, aston- 
ished with this answer, informed .the king, who 
resolved to destroy the child as soon as it was bom, 
^nd by that means defeat the prediction of the 
tiruid. The lady was soon after delivered of a 
daughter, and in obedience to the king's com- 
mands, the infant was thrown naked into a bag, 
knd given to a swineherd to be destroyed ; but 
the man looking upon th^ child, was so moved 
\vith its cties and the sweet beauty of its fac^, that 
he relented with compassion, and resolving to pre- 
serve its life, he carried it privately to the. door 
of tx religions woman, who lived in a cell in the 
neighbourhood, and hung the bag upon a cross 
that stood in full view of the woman^s house* In 
that condition, the helpless babe^ lay e;sposed, and 
the swineherd, for fear of a discovery, returned 
by unfrequented ways to his own dwelling : but 
Providence ordered^ that the woman came home 
within a short time, and hearing the mouriiful 
6ries of ^ distressed ihfantr she soon perceived the 
bag hanging Upon the crosd, and taking it down^ 
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'she found a most beautiful babe, which she as- 
sisted in the best manner she was able, and became 
so delighted with her fondling, that though her 
circumstances were mean, slie resolved to breed 
her up at her own charge. 

The child was nursed and educated with great « 
care and tenderness, and when she began to grow 
up, she discovered so beautiful a complexion, and 
so compleat a person, that the fame of her spread 
over all the country, and came at last to the ear^ 
of the king of Conacht. Ragallach/ who was a 
very lascivious prince,' was so charmed with the 
description of this rural maid, and the character 
of het* uncoTtimon beauty, that he sent a jnessenger 
to bring the girl to court; and if the supposed 
mother refused to part with her, he was not to use 
violence upon the first summons, but return with 
all possible speed with an answer. The woman, 
who valued the maid with the most tender affec- 
tions] of a parent, refused to send her child, and 
the messenger returning with notice of her refusal^ 
the king was so abandoned to his passion, that he 
sent positive orders to force her away, and bring 
her to the court of Conacht. His commands were 
faithfully executed by the messenger ; and when 
the maid was admitted into the presence of Ragal- ^ 
lach, he was so charmed with the. modesty of her 
carriage and the beauty of her person, that he re- 
solved to preserve her for his own use, and withiq 
a short time she was received into his embraces. 
Tliis contempt and indignitv enraged the ^ueen^ 
who boldly represented to the king the injustice 
and scandal of the actibn, but without success : 
for he was resolved to gratify his pleasures at all 
hazards, and persisted in his converse with this 
country beauty, whom he resolved to retain at tl|e 
expep^ of his character, and of the indignation 
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of ^jealous queen, who resented tliis afiront in the 
i)aost outrageous manner. ^ 

When the queen perceived that her {lersuasions 
and her menaces were ineffectual, sh^ applied her* 
self to the most emi9ent elergy of the kingdom, 
to represent the wickedness of this practice to the 
king, and prevail with him to dismissf his concu- 
bine ; and accordingly Feichin Fabhair, attended 
with a great nutpber of eminent divines, and reli- 
gious persons of several orders, came to Conacht, 
tQ address the king upon this occasion, and in the 
most submissive manner intreat him to desist from 
that impious course of life, and banish his .mistress 
the court. They were soon admitted into the pre- 
sence of Ragallach, and used all possible argu- 
ments to prevail with him, but witliout success ; 
for he was a prince of a libidinous disposition, and 
refused absolutely to comply with their request^ 
which so enraged the clergy, that they left the 
cpurt, and implored the justice of heaven to over- 
take th^ king by a most signal stroke } th^y loaded 
h|ra with the most dreadfuiimprecations, and pray, 
ed to God that he might not live till the May fol- 
io wing, ^tliat he might receive his d^ath by the 
most despicable weapons, that the meanest persons 
^nd the yery scum of mankind might be the exe- 
cutioners of the divine vengeance^ and that he 
might die in a place unbecoming the majesty of a 
king, and end his days iv\ a most vile and ignfomir 
nious manner. These iniprecatipns of the clergy 
were heard, and were accomplished in the most 
mipute circuipstance i for, as the chronicle con- 
tinues the relation, Rs^allach and his nobles were 
diverting themselves in an island by bunting a stag, 
the beast had received a wound, and coming near 
the place where the king was expecting him, h^ 
threw a dart with such force and judgment, that . 
he pierced him through the body. The stag in 
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this extremity plunged into the Uke, and the king 
with his followers pursued him through it. The 
beast reached the farther shore, and ran into a 
field where some labourers were cutting turf. The 
stag, by the paiu of his wound, and the fatigue 
of swimming, was ready to drop, which when the 
rustics perceived, they ran upon him, aud killed 
him; and by consent divided the flesh equally be* 
tween them. By this time Ragallach and his reti- 
nue came up, and finding the boors cutting up the 
beastt be was in a great passion, and commanded 
them to resign the stag, and deliver it to the hunts* 
man to be carried to court; bu|; the countrymen 
resolved not to part with their booty, and upon a 
short consultation they perceived the king had but 
few in his company, add found themselves able 
to defend their prey ; accordingly they fell upon 
tlie king with their spades and other tools, and' 
without much difiSculty they dismounted Ragal* 
lach, and left him and most of his followers dead 
upon the^pot. Thus did iheaven confirm the pray- 
ers of the clergy, and punished a wicked and las- 
civious prince, who committed murder to secure 
himself upon the throne, and lost his life for the 
sake of a concubine. Marron, the queen of Co^ 
nacht, did not long survive, for the neglect of her 
^husband tlirew her into a melancholy distemper, 
which occasioned her death ; nor did the daughter 
long ei^oy "the pleasures of a court, for she soon 
died unlamented, and vengeance justly punished, 
such wicked and promiscuous mixtures. 

In the reign ox Conall Claon, king of Ireland, 
was fought the noted battle of Cam Conuill, by 
Diarmuid, the son of Aodha Slaine, in which 
engagement was killed Cuan, the son of Amh(d- 
gadbg, who had governed the province of Mun^ 
ter ten years. In the sante action fell (Juan Co«» 
mi^B king (^ Figinte, and Talmonacb, king of O 
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LiathaiD, This victory, we are told, was in a 
great measure owing to the incessant prayers of 
the religious belonging to the convent of Cluain 
Mao Naois, who fervently addressed themselves 
10 heaven for the success of Diarmuid, who after 
a bloody conflict and terrible slaughter, won th^ 
battle. The victor, when he returned, bestowed a 
valuable tract of land and great privileges upon 
the invent, and the estate he settled at that time 
is known at this day by the name of Liathmantain ; 
and he had that veneration for the abbey of Cluain 
Mac Naois, that he ordered by his will, that there 
his body should be interred, which was done ac- 
cordingly. The most pious St. Fursa died about 
this time; she was of the royal line, descended 
from the posterity' of Liighaidh Laga, brother to 
OiliollOium; and St. Mocheallog, who erected 
and consecrated Cill Mocheallog, was soon after- 
wards translated to a better state : this religious 
person was derived from the , family of Conaire, 
the son of Eidersgoil. The brothers, who sat 
jointly in the throne of Ireland, concluded their 
reign'-in this manner; Ceallach was lost in Brugh 
Os Boyne, and Conall was killed by Diarmuid^ 
the soil of Aodha Slainb. 

Blathmac and Diarmuid Ruaidhnaigh, 

fifil * ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Aodha Slaine, son of Diar- 
muid, seized upon the sovereignty. These 
princes descended from the royal line of Heremon, 
and reigned over the island seven years. In the 
government of these brothers the memorable bat- 
tle of Pancty was fought, in which bloody engage- 
ment, the king of England, with thirty of his prin- 
cipal nobility, was slain. About this time that 
religious person St. Oltan died, and Maoidojg^, 
descended from the posterity of CoUa Uais, mo.- 
narch of Ireland, who built and consecrated the 
^hurch of Fearna^ left the presetit world ^nd was 
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removed to a better ; he was followed by Cuimin 
Foda, the son of Fiachradh the monk> and by St. 
Mannachy the ^on of Finghin or Florence, king of 
Munster. - These two brothers, Blathroac and 
Diarmuid, died of the plague, that for distinction 
was called Buidhe Connuill. 
A. D. . Seachnusach was the successor in the 

668. throne of Ireland. He was the son of Blath- 
raac, son of Hugh, ptherwise called Aodha Slaine^ 
descended from the royal line of Heremon, and 
reigned monarch of the island six years. In the 
government of this prince, the battle of Feirt was 
fought between the inhabitants of the province of 
Ulster and the Picts, where there was a terrible 
slaughter of both armies. In the reign of this 
prince died the most pious Baoithio, abbot of 
Beannchuir. Seachnusach was afterwards killed 
by Dubh Duinn of Cineol Cairbre. 

^74 Cionnfaola, the son of Blathmac, son of 
' V Aodh:; Slaine, son of Diarmuid, possessed 
the sovereignty, and reigned four years. Under 
the administration of this prince, the convent) of 
l^eannchuir was consumed by iire to the ground^ 
and all the members of that religious house were 
dispossessed by invading foreigners. This monas- 
tery was distinguished by the name of Beannchuir, 
upon the account of Breasal Breac, king of Ire- 
land. This prince transported a numerous army 
into Scotland, and was so successful in his expe* 
dition, that he returned with considerable booty, 
and among the rest he brought over with him a 
^at number of homed cattle. . When he arrived 
in Ireland he encamped with his forces in a place 
now called Beannchuir, where he was obliged for 
the support of his troops to kill . many of these 
beasts^ and their horns were scattered all over the 
plain, which from that time has been called by the 
name of Beannchuir, upon the account of these 
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hortts ; for the word Beanna or Adllarchadh, iti 
the Irish tongue, signifies horns in the English. 
Many years after this encampment, the religious 
abbot CornhgoH erected and endowed an abbey in 
the same place; and regarding its original appel- 
lation, occasioned by scattering the horns, he re- 
tained the old name, and called it' the abbey of - 
Beannchuir. After this religious house was at- 
tacked and burned down by foreigners, Ciou Fa. 
ola, king of Ireland, was killed by Fionnachta 
fieadhach, the son of Dunchada, in the memo- 
rable battle of Ceahrach. 

Fionnachta Fleadhach obtained the gov- 
g* g * ernment. He was the son of Dunchada, 
- * son of Aodha Slaine, derived from the illus- 
trious line of Herefnon, and he filled thre throne 
of Ireland seven years. Under the admfnistratfon 
of this prince, the people of Ireland were accus;^ 
tomed to make great feasts, and recreated theoi- 
selves with noble and expensive entertainments ; 
and ftom these sumptuous and magnificent batr- 
iguets, the king was distinguished by the name . of 
Fionnachta Fleadhach, for the word Fleadh in 
the Irish language, signifies in the English, a 
feast. In the reign of this prince died Cohnan, 
the pious bishop of Inis Bo Finne, and about tlte 
same time, Fionnan, who pronounced his benedic- 
tion over Ardfionan, left tne world; this excellent 
person descended from the posterity of Fiachadh 
Muilleathan. The famous St. Aranan died nc^t 
long afterwards. This Fionnachta, king "of Ire- 
land, fought the battle of Lochgabhair, against the 
inhabitants of the province of Lein&ter, in which 
engagement, d great number of the provincial 
troops were cut off. The learned Cionnraola died 
under the government of this monarch; and in the 
game year, Dungail, the son of Scanlan, king of 
the Plots, and Cionnfaola, king of Ciannachta 
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Glinne Geimiii) were buried by Maolduin, son of 
Maoliithrighi at Dunceithrin.. In the same reign 
«ome of the principal commanders of the Welsh 
invaded Ireland, with a numerous and gallant 
army of their countrymen, and, as th^ venerable 
Bede relates in the sixth , chapter of the fourth 
book of his history, committed dreadful hostilities^ 
and made cruel devastations upon the Irish coasts. 
ITie same writer asserts, that in the year of our 
redemptidti 684, the forces of the king of England, 
under the conduct of an experienced general, 
tH^hose name was Bertus, landed upon the island, 
and reduced the inhabitants to great extremities. 
His expression is, * " Bertus miserably ravaged 
** that innocent nation, which was a most friendly 
*^ ally to the English.** In this iilvasion was fought 
the famous battle of Rathmore, at Muigh Glinne, 
in which action Cumasgach, king of the Picts, 
and a great number of the Irish were slain. These 
resolute aind hardy Welsh transported themselves 
from thence to the isles of Orcades, which they 
subdued, and plundered the countr}^ without mer* 
cy* Some of these people landed upon the north- 
em ^oast of Leinster, and spoiled the inhabitants 
with great cruelty, not sparing age or sex, or even 
the^ churches and the tocred vessels dedicated to 
divine service. After the^e ravages, they returned, 
loaded with booty, into their own country. Fion- 
nachta fleadhach, king of Ireland, was killed by 
Hugh, the son of Dubhthaigh, and by Conning, 
at Greallach Dolling. 

Loingseach got possession of the crown, 
gg - * He was tihe son of Daniel, son of Hugh, 
son of Ai<jmereach, derived from the illus- 
trious race of Herjbmon, and governed the kingdom 

* Bertus vastavil geatem innocentem laisere et natLoni Aa- 
giorum amicissimain. 

VOL. It. Q 



1 16 TH£ GfiNERAX. HISTORY 

of Ireland eight years. In the reign of this prince 
Adamhnan removed ' Iiimself from/ $6otUnd» to 
propagate the Christian faith among tiie Irifth, 
ana about the same time Moling Lauchradh lefb 
the world. Under the gov^nment of Loiogwacii 
the Welsh invaded the island, by whom Magh 
Muirtbeimhne was miserably plundered* Among 
other misfortunes of his reign, ^ most dreadful 
and consuming murrain raged among the cattle 
throughout England and Ireland, which occ^isioned' 
a most terrible and afflicting famine among the 
inhabitants, so that the people were compelled to 
feed one upon another ; and this visttalaoii con* 
tinqed with great violence for the ^pace of three 
years, Egbertus the saint undertook to preach' 
the gospel in Scotland^ about this time, and M^^** 
readhach Muilleathan, king of Conacht, died. Tlie 
subjects of Ulster soon afterwards engaged the 
Welsh in the bajltle of Moigh Cuillinn* lusid ofsh 
tained a victory over these foreigners, of. whom a 
terrible slaughter* was mad^, and almost thmr 
whole army ^ain. Adamhnan, the reli^oUs abbot 
of Aoii, in the kingdom of Scotland, dted about 
the same time, after a life of seventy «-seven years* 
It was within the reign of jLoin^each, that the 
Saracens invaded the Grecian enftpire wHh an isi- 
credible number of forces^ and attempted to midce 
themselves masters of the capital city, Constanti- 
nople ; but after a siege of three years, they were 
repelled with considerable loss, and obliged to 
give over the undertaking. The pious Coibhdhean^ 
bishop of Ardfert, was now removed to a better 
life ; and soon after the decease of this prelate, 
the battle of Cormin was fought by Ceallagh, the 
son of Ragallacb, who governed tlie province of 
Conacht seven years, in which bloody action 
Loingseach, the son o£ Aongua, king of Ireland; 
lost his life. 



Congall Cionnmaghair succeeded in the 
6QS throne. He was the son of Feargus Fa- 
' nuid, son of ConuU Gnlban, son of Niall, 
the hero of the nine hostages^ descended from the 
princely line of HereAion, and he was in posses- 
won ot the sovereignty nine years. This Congall 
was a cruel persecutor of the Irish church, and 
he burned the regular and secular clergy at KiU 
dare without mercy or distinction. But the divhae 
vengeance pursued him, and punished him with a 
sudden and unlamented death. 
702 ^eargall obtained the government. He 
' * was the son of Maolduin^ son of Maolfith- 
righ, son of Hugh, otherwrse called Aodha Uai- 
riodhnach, a lineal descended from the line of He- 
remon, and sat upon the throne of Ireland seven* 
teen years. The mother of this monarch was Cacht> 
the daughter of Maolchabha,. king of Cineall Co- 
Buill. In the reign of this prince died Baodan, 
the bishop of Inis Bo Finne. About this time the 
Welsh, and the noble tribe of the Dailriadas> 
fought a most bloody and de^per^te battle, at a 
|)lace c'alled Cloch Mionuire ; the victory was in 
Bikspense, and the slaughter equal on both sides, 
for some part of the day, but the undauntcid bra- 
very of that ancient clan was not to be resisted, and 
the Welsh were routed with the greatest part of 
their army. In the same year Neachtan, the king 
of Scotland, expelled his dominions a convent of 
monks, who presumed to reprehend him for his 
conduct, atid by that means promoted discontents 
among Ms subjects. The reign of this prince ww 
reiHarkable for a very wonderful* event that hap^ 
pened, and which gave a name to Niall Frasacn, 
who was born about that time; for three showers 
fell from the heavens in the sight of a number of 
iipiectators, viz. a shower of honey at Foithii^ 
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Beag, a shower of money at Foithin More, and 
a shower of .blood at Magh Laighion. 

But the most remarkable transaction in the 
reign of Feargall was the battle of Almhuinne» 
that was fought between Morough Mac Broin, 
king of Leinster, who had governed that province 
fifteen yeai-s, and this Feargall, the son of Maol- 
duin, king of Ireland. The royal army, raisedby 
the king, consisted of 21,000 choice troops; and 
the provincial forces that followed the king of 
Lein^ter, amounted in the whole but to 9000, sup- 
ported by eighty-nine valiant and distinguished 
champions of hardy, seasoned courage, and his 
household troops, that were inconsiderable in num- 
ber, but of undaunted bravery. Both armies en<* 
tered the field, and a most bloody an4 desperatie 
engagement followed ; but the provincial troops 
made so dreadful an impression in the beginning 
of the action, that they pierced into the king's ar- 
my, and put them into confusion with incredible 
slaughter, and liotwithstanding a great superiority 
of numbers, Feargall was forced to give .way, vie* 
tory declared for the king of Leinster, and S,300 
of the enemy were left dead upon the field of 
battle. At the first onset, an unaccountable terror 
seized upon the royal army, occasioned as some 
authors assert, by a dreadful apparition that hung 
over them in the air, which put them into such 
dread and consternation that they were easily over- 
thrown ; which terrible sight, the chronide relates, 
left such an impression upon the minds of some 
of the soldiery, that, though they escaped with 
their lives in the action, yet aftqr the defeat they 
ran distracted. Some accounts magnify the loss 
sustained by the king of Ireland, and express that 
7)000 of his men were killed upon the spot. The 
misfortune of the royal army, we are informed, was 
9wing to a sacrilegious act committed by Feargall, 
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at; he was advaiK^ng to fight the king of Leinster ; 
for it is said, that in his inarch^ some of his forces 
hroke into a church called Citlin, and carried away 
all the holy vessels, and ' vk>lent}y drove away ^ 
cow that belonged to a hermit of that place. This 
injustice was so resented by the pious old man, 
that he laid dreadful imprecations upon the king, 
and appKed to heaven for exemplary vengeance 
upon his army ; and the prayers of that holy per- 
son prevailed, and occasioned the loss of the battlCt 
wherein FeargaU king of Ireland, and his sacrile- 
gious forces lost their lives. 

Fogarthach was the successor to this un- 
1,* ^* fortunate prince. He was the son of Neill, 
' ^' son of Cearmuigh Sotuill, son of Diar- 
muid soti of Hugh, otherwise called Aodha 
Slaine, of the royal line of Heremon, and reign- 
ed monarch of the idsmd one year. He lost his 
life by Cionnaoitli, the son of Jargallach, in the 
battle of Beilge. ^ 

730 Cionnaoith 6xed hifnself in the sove^ 
' ' reignty. He was the^son of Jargallach, 
son of Conning Charraig, ton of Congaille, ison 
of Aodha Slaine, derived from the princely stock 
•of Heremon, and administered the government 
four years. In the reign of this prince the relickt 
of the pious Adnomhati were removed from Scol*> 
land into Ireland. The bloody engagement of 
Drom Curran was fought soon afterwards, by 
Flaithbheartacb, the son of Loingseach, with Cio- 
naoth, king of Irekiid ; in which action the royal 
army received a general defeat, and the king hiiQ* 
self was found dead upon the fidd of battle. 
7@4 Flaithbheartacb succeeded in the throne. 
' * He was the son of Loingseach, son of Aon^ 
gw, son of Daniel, son of Hugh, son of Ainme* 
reach, a descendant from the royal line of Here- 
mon, and enjoyed the crown, spveq yfars. The 
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flMtb^r 4f ibis {ninte^iiiPM Jf iriaMiD» the ik^hter 
ef Oeaitech. ThQ veoemblb Bede» in his Etigliah 
bWtoiy^ rebtes tlwt Ibe dicadfiil battle, of Drom 
;Dearg VM fougkt im Sbotland« ta the reign of 
this' Irish monatoht. between Drost and Aengus, 
twobifothecs^ andjone^f Aoogns, kingof the Picts. 
Tb0 sticoesMen ti^ Ike hingdem of Scodand ' was 
4^raif ned in dM» eeg^eraent, where Drnst, and 
the army that ass^ied his right, were subdued, and 
himself sla&n. The battle ef Mwbuflg' waa iboght 
soea aAerWards» in the same kangdom, between 
the noble tribe .of the Daiiriadas and the Picts, 
wjhese the Picts weredefeated with gceat slaughter^ 
and drove ont of the ield. About the same time 
was fought the battle of Fodnirta) in Mnirtheimh- 
'flejrbetween^the feroea of Addha.AMain^ the noble 
Clamm . Neill, and the inhabitants of Ulster, in 
whieh sharp engagement Aodha Aoin, who had 
h^efi, king ^f that province for thirty years, afnd 
Concha, son of Cuanach^ king of Cobfaa, weoe 
unfortuliatdy elaiii* . Nt^ long after this action, 
Z,.oitgseach, the montcrdi of Ireland, died a natu- 
't9^ ^iitb at Ardmach. 

Aodha or Hugh Ollan got poaaeasion of 

%dl the soViereignfy. lie was Seson of Fear- 

^ * gaile^ son c^ Maddoin, son of Madithrig, 

.soa of Aodha Uairiodhnach, descended from ike 

tofal family of Heremon, and. goviemed the king- 

*ddm nine ye^urs. The mother of this Irish niinee 

was BHdget, the d^u^ter of Orca, sob of €arr- 

thoa. iBr his reign the provinces of Munster and 

JLeinster foagbt the bloody battle of Beattaidi 

Faile, whete there was a dreadful slau^iter tm 

b#th( side9, and i» the conflict perilled Ceallach, 

Ib^ stHi t^ FmAhmTr king of Ossery. In this dis- 

fv^ l4ie victory ' wa» dvmbtfo I for some tine, bs^ 

»| ll«»t«th& ibrtnneof the dirv fell to> Cathak^ the 

499 of FiCiJPgwie, king of MiiB^ter. . 



In> thi^^gQi^eMinietit of tifift kfDg, Atmgiis» soil of 
FearguBp king of the Picts, raised a considers^te 
army, aiid i invfifded dhe territ^es of the t^Sbe of 
the I>aitrtada, io l^e >kingd^dni of'ScoiSand^ smd 
committed tenn^e devastations, having entered- 
the oMntPy with fire and sword. Aftieng other 
hostilities he plundered without mercy aikl dtstiiic^ 
tioil Dan Gnekihe, and then set the phtce on 
&re, aiDd' ktelied it with the ground. This IKctish 
kit^ was Ibiiowed with vietory in this afttempt, his 
arms and tsruelties were a terror to tkie inhabitants, 
and among Ms successes, the fortune of war de- 
la v^ed into his hands, Dongall and Feargus,. the 
sens of Sealbbatgh, who wdis at that time king of 
the Daiimda, whonfi be made prisoners, and con- 
fined closely under a strong guard. * • 

ikbout the sdrnhe fime th^e was an interview 
between Hugli AHsin, king of Ireiand, and Ca« 
tball, the son of Fi^^uine, king of Munster, at 
a place caiied 'Krdfei Gtasc^, in the county of Or-' 
nrond; where, among other debates, it was con- 
sulted what methodis should be used to advsmce the 
j^early reveaiie of St. t^ifrrick throughout the king* 
doom, dnd they established a jpaFfHCuiar law for that 
purpose. The battle of Athseanuigh ^as soon 
afterwards fought between Hugh Allan, ktng of 
Ireland^ a^d Miigh, the son <^ Colgan, king eC 
Xeinster. This engslgement was fought w^h des^-"^ 
perate courage on boti!i sides, and many peroiisof' 
distif^etiori lost tbdr lives* The king of Ireland • 
received a dangerous wounds and Hugh, the son 
of th« king of Leinster, was siain : .the pito- 
vinml troops fought with great brav^ery, but flie 
principal nobility of the province perished in the 
action, and it is said, that 9,000 of the forces rtf 
Ldftister remained dead upon the field of batlte« 
The army of Uie kingdom of Irdand suffered great 
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difficulties and loss of meci ; and among, the conir 
nianderSy Hugh, the son of Mortougb, a brave 
and experienced soldier, who, shared the sove- 
re^ty of the island with Hugh, . was woundcfd 
mortally, and did not survive the action of the 
day. The reign of this prince was distinguished 
by the death of these en^inent persons, flann, the 
son of Cronmaolj, the pious and charitable bishop 
of Rotheruine; Cahall, the son of Fiongitinne;. 
who governed the province of Munst^r ; ,and thqt 
martial prince Hugh Balve, the son of I<mrachta» 
who had b^en king of Conacht seven vears. Hugh 
'Allan, king of Iceland, fell under the victorious, 
sword of Daniel, the son of Morrough, in the no- 
ted battle of Seiridbmidh, known otherwise by the 
name of the battle of Cearianus, 

- . Daniel succeeded to the crown of Ire« 

. * ' land. He was the son of Morrough, soa 

' * of Diarmuid, sonof Airmehadhach Caoch, 
son of ConuU Guthbii>,'son of i^ibhne, son.pf 
Colman, son of Diarmuid, son of Feargus Ceir*> 
beail, son of Conull Creamhtbine, son of NialU 
the martial hero of the nine hostages, a lineal de* 
scendant from the renowned, line of Heremon, and 
was monarch of the island forty-two years.. The 
mother of this prince was Ailpin, the daughter of 
Cpogall of Dealbhna More. In the reign of this 
I]:ish king, Colman, the bishop of LaosaPf was kil- 
led by the hands of O Durraire; and Cormac, 
the bishop of Ath Trim, left the present life ' for 
a better. About this time, as the chronicle relate, 
a prodigy was observed, ' for the appearance ofii 
monstrous serpent was seen moving in the air : 
this apparition was followed by the death of Seach- 
nus^cb, the son of Colgan, king of Cinsalach; 
and soon afterwards (^^athasach, the spn of Oiliol- 
la, king of the Picts, was killed at Jlath Beath- 
ach, by the inhabitants of the provinc^ of Leinsteh 
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fer. Under the government of Daniely two emi- 
nent prelates, whose names were Su^rleaoh, bishop 
of Fabhair, and Osbran, the bishop of Cluain 
Creamha^ jKrere translated into another life. The 
memorable battle of Beallach Cro was fought about 
this timeby Criomthan, the son of Eana, in which 
engagement, Fiona, the son of Airb, kin^ of 
Dealbhna, was slain, and great numbers of his 
army followed him into another world. This ter- 
rible %ht happened at a pl%ce called Tiobraid K- 
onn, and frotQ, the dreadful slaughter and blood- 
she^ of that action^ the adjoining lake that is near 
the place has been ever since distinguished W the 
naijne of Loch Beallin Cro ; for the word Cro iu 
the Irish language, signifies blood in the English, 
and the spring that gives rise to that lake is called 
Tobur Fionn. In the same reign died these re- 
markably great men : Comusgach, the king of O 
Faly^ who was killed by the nands of Maolduin» 
the son of Hugh Beanain, king of Munster ; and. 
Aongus,. the king of Scotland, who resigned his 
crown and his life. About the same time the bat<» 
tie of Beallach Gabhrah wa$ fought, by Macon* 
ceara and the inhabitants of Ossery, who, with their 
joint forces, engaged Dungall, the son of Laidh- 
gin, son of O Cinnseallach, in which action Dun« 
gall with the principal gentry of Leinster lost their 
nves; and soon afterwards died Mortough, the son 
of Murchadh, king of Leinster ; and after a long 
reign followed Daniel, the son of Morrough, king 
of Ireland. This prince descended from Clan 
Colman, and died, it is supposed, naturally and 
without violence. 

MiaJl Freasach was the next successor. 

^m! ^^ ^^ ^^ *^" ^^ Feargall, son of Maol- 

' duing, son of Maolfitbreach, son of Aodh 

Uairiodhnach, derived from the royal posterity of 

Heremon ; he enjoyed the crown four years. The 
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tnofher of this prince was Aithiocta, the daughter 
of Cein O Connor, king of Cianachta. The 
reason why he was distinguished by the name of 
"Niall Freasach was, because there fell three pre- 
ternatural showers in the kingdom of Ireland the 
time he was bom ; a shower of honey, a shower of 
silver, and a shower of blood ; for the word Fras 
in the Irish language, signifies a shower in the 
English. Under the government of this prince 
. died Dubhionrachtach, the son of Cabal, .son. of 
Muireadhach Muilleathan, after he had-gbverned 
the province of Conacht five years. The reign 
of tliis Irish king was afflicted with many dread- 
ful calamities; for many terrible earthquakes 
happened in several parts of the island, and a 
xnost miserable famine raged throughout the king** 
doro, and destroyed multitudes of people. I>un- 
gall, the son of Ceallach, king of Ossery, died 
about this time ; likewise Cronmaol, the pious 
bishop of Cill More, and Ailpin, king of the Picts, 
and Colgnait, the charitable bishop of Ardbrea- 
can, who were removed into another world. The 
battle of Acha Liag was fought in the reign of 
Niall, between Jobh Bruin and Jobh Maine; 
the action was sharp, apd concluded with great 
slaughter on both sides. Soon after this engage- 
ment, Artgoile, the son of Cathal, undertook a 
pilgrimage, and went to Aoii CoUum Cill, in the 
dominions of Scotland; about the same time, Fear- 
gus, tlie bishop of Damhliag, was translated into 
isi better state, and the bloody engagement of Co- 
rann was fought between Cjneal Connuill and Si- 
bil Eogain, in which action, Hugh Allain, the 
king of Fochla, came off with compleat victory, 
and Daniel, the son of. Mundeirg, was defeated 
with exceeding loss, and a general rout of his 
9^hole army. Niall Freasacfi, the king of Ireland^ 
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did not long survive this %ht, but died at Aoii 
Collum Cill. in the kingdom of Scotland. 

Donchadha obtained the government, 

786* ^^ ^^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^ Daniel, son of Mur- 
' * chadha, son of Diarmuid, son of Airmeadh 
Coach, son of ConuU Guthbhin, son of Suibhne, 
son of Colitian More, son of Feargus Ceirbheoil, 
son of Cbnull Cream hthuine, son of Niall, the 
celebrated hero of the nine hostages, descended 
from the royal stock of Heremon, and enjoyed the 
sovereignty twenty seven years. He escaped the 
sword by which most of his predecessors fell, and 
died in nis bed in his own royal palace. 
818 Hugh, who was otherwise called Aodha 
Dorndighe, succeeded in the throne of 
Ireland. Ho was the son of Niall Freasach, ana 
derived from the illustrious line of Heremon, and 
was monarch of the island twenty^four years. The 
mother of this prince was Dunflaith, the daughter 
of Flaithbheartach, son of Loingseach, ^ king of 
Cineall Conuill} and he was distinguished by the 
appellation of Aodha Dorndighe, or Oirndighe, 
because when weaned from the breast of his nurse,. 
he used himself to that unbecoming practice of 
sucking his fingers ; for the words Aodha Dorn- 
dighe^ in the Irish language, signify in the Eng- 
iish, Hugh, the fist or finger sucker. The reign of 
this prince was signally remarkable for the invasion 
of the Danes, who were hitherto strangers to the 
island, andlanded in a hostile manner, in the west 
of Munster, with a numerous army transported in. 
fifty sail. Airtre, a descendant from the race of 
Heber Fionn, governed the provmce pf Munster 
at that time; and, upon the first notipe of the at- 
tempt, he marched with a strong body of his 
provincial troops, resolved to repel the invaders. 
A most desperate and blpody action followed, 
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where the Uanes were defeatedt and fled in con- 
fusion to their shipping, leaving 416 of their coun* 
tirmen dead upon the spot. The darkness of the 
Inght favoured their retreat, and hindered the 
pursuit, which otherwise would have been attended 
with much greater slaughter. After this trial of 
Irish courage, the Danes gave over the attempt for 
that time, and were obliged to return into their 
own country. 

Six years after this expulsion of the Danes, when 
Feidhlime, the son of -Criomhthan, was king of 
Munster, another fleet set sail from Norway, and 
. landed upon the coast of that province, where 
they plundered and ravaged with the utmost bar« 
barity, and reduced the inhabitants to great ex- 
tremities; but aii army being raised with all pos- 
sible expedition, to oppose the dreadful progress 
of the invaders, the provincial troops gave them 
battle, Irish bravery prevailed, and the DaneSy 
repulsed with great slaughter, were obliged t6 
quit the island. In the seventeenth year of the 
reign of this monarch, that bloody tyrant, Tur- 
gesius, made an attempt upon Ireland ; at which 
time Olcliabhair, son of Cionnfhaofd), son of 
Congall, son of Maolduin, son of Hugh Beanairi, 
was king over the province of Munster. This ac- 
count is confirmed by the authority of some IrisAi 
chronicles, though the Polychronicon, speaking of 
the affairs ' of Ireland, expressly asserts, that the 
Danes made their invasion upon the i$land when 
Feidhlime, the son of Criomnthan, was the king 
of Munster. His expression upon this subject it 
may not he improper to transcribe :* " !Frpm tht 

* Ab adventu Sancti Patridi usque ad Feidhlioiidn rc^^ 
tempore, trigiqta tres reges pex quadrin^entos aimo3 in Hfteraii^ 
regnarenttit, tempore autem F^dfaiKaiidii, Norvoges^iiieB dvK^ 
TiBrgeuosf tenanhancvtciiparunL 
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«* coming of St. Patrick down t9 the time of Feidh- 
lime, thirty-three kings reigned in Ireland for 
the space of 400 years ; but in the time of Feidh- 
lime, the Norwegians, under 'the conduct of 
Turgesius, got possession of the country.** 
There are other authors which say, that the Danes 
made their first attempt upon the kingdom of Ire- 
land* at the time wheh Artry, the son of Conall^ 
was king of Munster* and this is affirmed with 
great truth ; -but it mus.t be observed tliey were 
not able to obtain footing in the country, but they 
were obliged to desist and return with loss, after 
they had plundered the people, and done incredi- 
ble damage wherever they came. The writer of 
the Polychronicon likewise is to be credited in 
what he asserts, for he observes that Feidhlime 
was king of Munster when that cruel ^rant Tur- 
gesius with his followers landed upoa the coasts, 
and with dreadful hostilities harassed the inhabi- 
tants, who , were miserably pUlaged and enslaved 
under the oppression of these barbarous foreigners. 
Neither are we to reject the testimony of tho66 
writers who affirm that the Danes lancied in the 
country when Olchobhair was in possession of the 
throne of Munster j for those foreigners who made 
an attempt upon the island at that time, were na- 
tives of the kingdom of Dania or Denmark, and 
these people are called in the old Irish records by 
the name of Dubhgeinte or Pubh Lochlannaig; 
the Norwegians, who came originally .from Nor- 
jj^.way, are styled in the chronicles, Finngeinte or 
^S%onn Lochlannaig. It is to be observ^ in this 
place, that the *woro Lochlannach, does not signify 
in the Irish language any particular tribe or nation, 
hut it implies strong or powerful at sea ; for the 
word Lonn signifies strong in the English* and 
Loch is the Irish word from the sea : for the peo- 
ple of Norway and Denmark were skilful in navi- 
gation, atid expert seamen, and by their shipping 
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transported powerfiil armies into Ireland, wheR 
they attempted to make a conquest of the country. 
The particular exploits and invasions of these for^ 
eigners will be related at large in tho following 
part of this history, extracted from that valuable 
record, known in the Irish language by the name 
of Cogadh Gall ra Gaoidhealuibh, or An account 
of the wars of the Gauls against the Irish. 

In the reign of Hugh Oirndighe, king of Ire- 
land, and Artry, the son of Cohall, king of Muns- 
ter, the Gauls made an attempt upon the is- 
land, and landed at Caomh Inis Obhrathadh, 
with a fleet of 60 ships ; these transports brought 
over a numerous body of troops, who, upon their 
arrival, plundered the coasts with dreadful cruelty, 
and then set the country on fire. In their fury, Inis 
Labhraine, after it had been pillaged, was consu- 
med, and Dairinis suffered the same calamity, and 
was burned to the ground. The inhabitants of 
Iloganacht and of Loch Lein resolved to repel 
the invaders, and raising what forces they w^ere 
able, they resolutely gave them battle ; the action 
was short but violent, and the natives obtained a 
compleat victoiy, and 4l6 of the Gauls were slain. 
This defeat so discouraged the foreigners, that 
they retired with great precipitancy to their ships, 
they weighed anchor, and made homewards with 
all their sail. 

But the kingdom of Ireland was so preferable 
in its weakh and fertility to the barren coutitry of 
Norway, that those northern people sopn prepared 
for another descent upon the island, and in the se- 
cond year of the reign of Feidhlime, king of Mun* 
ster, they landed and practised their usual barbari- 
ties upon the natives. Among other ravages they 
burnt Inis Eibhin, Beannchiiir, Cluain Umhadh, 
Ross Maoiladh, and Sgeilg Michael. Another 
fleet of these foreigners arrived about the same 
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timq, and landed in the east part of the island: 
thev carried with them the utmost miseries of fire 
'and sword; they plundered Beannchuir, andkil* 
led the bishop and the relgious of that place, and 
added sacrilege to their cruelty by breaking open 
the rich shrine of ComhgolL These invaders were 
reinforced with another fleet of Norwegians, who, 
hearing of the success of their countrymen, ri^sol- 
ved to try their fortune, and landed at Jobh Cinn- 
seallach. Their arrival struck fresh terror into ihe 
inhabitants, who fled for security of th^ir lives, 
and left the country to the mercy of the invaders. 
In this attempt were plundered Teach Munna, 
Teach Moling, and Inis Tiog. The hopes of 
booty encouraged them to proceed in their hostiU 
ities, and coming to Ossery, they began to spoil 
and pillage without opposition ; but the people of 
that country rose upon them and with great bravery, 
attacked the foreigners, who were unprepared for 
an assault, and intent upon carrying off their booty, 
and after a desperate and bloody conflict gave 
them a;n entire defeat, and slew 707 of them upon 
the spot. The Danes, nothing dispirited by this 
misfortune, distressed the country, and practised . 
their usual devastations, plundering Dunderg- 
muighe, Inis Eogan, Diosiort, Tiobruid, and Lu;- 
more; and they ransacked and burned to the 
ground Cillmolaisy, Glindaloch, Cluainard, Mo- 
beodhg, Suirn CoUum Cill, Diamhliag Ciaran, 
Slaine, Cealla Saile, and Cluain Uadhme Mun- 
gairid. The churches felt the commo.n calamity, 
and after they had been stripped of their orna- 
ments and sacred vessels, they were set on fire; 
and most of the monasteries and religious houses 
in the kingdom were consumed without remorse or 
distinction. 

Another fleet of these freebooters followed the 
former, and landed in the harbour of Limerick. 
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Tha coa$ts were immodiately plundered witb mili- 
tary execution^ and Corcabaisgiaii Xradruighe and 
^obh Conuill Gabhra were set on fire and consu- 
med to ashes. But the Danes v^ere not suffered 
to cany off their prey without opposition; for 
Jobh Conuilly with a stout body of native Irish, 
gave them battle at Seanuid, and putting them to 
rout with considerable slaughter, recovered the 
spoil out of their hands. But the roost dreadful 
attempt upon the island was by the cruel tyrant 
Turgesius, supported by a number of his country- 
men, and a great fleet of ships, who, with great 
terror to the inhabitants, landed upon the north- 
em coasts of Ireland. The historians of this time 
differ in their account of this Turgesius, some 
asserting that he was the king of Norway, others 
that he was the king's son ; but of whatever duali- 
ty he was, it is certain that he was a man of great 
personal courage, but of a savage and inhuman 
disposition. The Danes, whom be found in the 
kingdom, received him with universal joy and loud 
acclamations ; and being before divided into sever 
ral bodies, under many commanders, they united 
tinder him, and with one consent chose him for 
their general. Under the conduct of this leader^ 
they renewed their hostilities, and proceeded iu 
their ravages with that {Success, that they determi- 
ned to conquer the whole island ; he fortified him* 
self in the possession of what he had got> and dis- 
patched a considerable part of his army to seize 
upon the northern half of the country^ . called for 
distinction Leath Coinn. He divided his fleet 
likewise, and setting a ^ufBcient number of his 
men on board, he sent some of his ships to Loch 
Meachach, others had orders to sail to Lughmiagh^. 
and others were commanded to Loch Ribh, . with 
positive commississioDs to ravage with fire and 
sword, to spare neither age nor sex, but by their 
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cruelties and terror of their arms to dispirit the 
people, and fix themselves without fear of being 
dispossessed. And these incursions were succesa- 
fuHy executed; and among other ii^tances of bar^ 
barity, Ardmach was miserably plundered three 
times within the space of a month, and Turgesius, 
without any regard to his character, seized upoa 
the abbot of Ardmacli, and made him his prisoner^ 
The Irish apostle, St. CoUum Cill, foretold the 
captivity of this abbot, as it is recorded in the 
fol'lowiBg lines ; 

The most religious ^l^bot of ArdniAcb, 
Siail by the force of the Norwegian arras, 
Be feized, mid made a prisoner of war. 

There were many of the clergy of sevpral orders 
within the king^otpi of Ireland, who, by a prophetic 
spirit, foresaw the sore calaii^iities tha^ were coming 
upon their country, long before they happened; 
for th^ inhabitants were become very profligate and 
corrupt in their n\anners, and a torrent of vice and 
profaneness had overspread the nation, but pre- 
vailed chiefly among the nobility and gentry, 
whqse pride, injustice, aqd ambition, deserved the 
severest inflictiorxs from the hand of Providence ; 
80 that the cruel Danes were used as instruments 
by divine vengeance, to scourge and correct a 
wicked and debauched nobility, and an immoral 
and licentious populace : it was therefore predicted 
by SQUfie of th^ ecclesiastics of the kingcfom, that 
the sins of the inhabitants would be punished by 
very terrible visitations, which should over-run the 
l^nd in the reign of Aodha Dorndighe, king of 
ireiaad* J^nd * Artry, the son of Cohall, king of 
Munst;er. 

The province pf Munster, it has been before ob^ 
served, was under the government of Feidhlime, 

TOL. II. s 



132 THE GENERAL BISTORT 

son of Crlomhthan, when Turgesius, the cruel 
Dane, inv^aded the island and spoiled the country. 
Among other ravages he plundered the churches 
and monasjkeries, sacrilegiously seized upon the 
ecclesiastical revenues, and expelled the primate 
of Ardmach and liis college of clergy out of their 
benefices^ and fixed himself in possession of that 
church and the estates belonging, which he kept 
till he was taken by Maolseachluin, and afterwards 
drowned by him in Loch Aiunin ; as will be par- 
ticularly related in its proper place. In the reign 
of Hugh Dorndigh, Inis Patrick suffered in the 
common calamity, and was plundered by the mer- 
ciless Danes, who by the benefit of their shipping 
spoiled most of the islands between Ireland and 
Scotland, and returned laden with booty. 
* About this time the revenue of St. Patrick was 
established upon the province of Conacht, by the 
authority of Gormgall, the son of Diondaithaigh ; 
soon after Hugh Dorndighe divided the country 
of Meath between the two sons of Dohough, son 
of Daniel; the names of these two brotliers were 
Connor and Oilioll. The monastery of Aoii Col- 
lum Cill, about this time, fell a sacrifice to the 
cruelty of the savage Danes, who had made an 
invasion upon Scotland ; and their countrymen 
inspired with the same barbarity, were notbehinci 
in their executions upon the Irish. 

The kingdom of Ireland, notwithstanding the 
oppression of these victorious foreigners, was rent 
asunder by civil discord ; for the king and petty 
princes of the country, instead of opposing the 
common enemy with their united strength, quar- 
relled among themselves, and laid themselves open 
with great disadvantage to the invaders. Hugh 
Dorndighe, the monarch of the kingdom, was 
provoked by the people of Leinster, and entering 



OF IRELAND. !83 

the province in a hostile manner, he slew the in- 
habitants that fell in his way; and within the 
space of a month, he plundered and reduced the 
country to the last extremities. ^ About a year af' 
ter these calamities, in the latter end of the month 
of March, there were such terrible shocks of thun* 
der, and the lightning did such execution, that 
1010 persons, men and women, were destroyed by 
it, between Corcabaisginn and the sea-side; at the 
same time the sea broke through its banks in a 
violent and dreadful manner, and overflowed a 
tract of land that would every year afford sufficient 
pasture for twelve head of cattle ; it was added 
to the channel and could never be recovered. The 
tempest raged with exceeding terror, and the c?ur* 
rent of the waters was so violent, that the island, 
called Inis Fidhe, was forced asunder, and divided 
into three parta. 

Hugh Dorndighe, king of Ireland, inhisexpe* 
dition against the people of Leinster, pierced as 
far into the province as Dun Cuair; and having 
subdued the country as he went, he divided it inta 
equal parts between Muireadhach, the son of Ru* ^ 
arach, and Muireadhach the son of Bruin. Some 
time after this division Muireadhaig was set on fire 
and consumed, by 'the Danes, after it, had been 
plundered; and these ravagers, emboldened by 
success, made incursions upon the people of Om- 
haill, overran the country, and carried off the 
spoil. In the reign of this Irish monarch died the 
venerable Eochaidh, bishop of lamhlachta, and 
likewise Eidersgeoil, the son of Ceallaig, the pi- 
ous prelate of Glindaloch, and Siadhuall, the good 
bishop of Roscommon, did not long survive the 
miseries of his country,, but was translated to a 
better life. Hugh Dorndighe, after a troublesome 
reign, was killed at Moighe Conuille, by the 
twQrd of Muolcanaigh, in the battle oi* Da Fearta. 
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Conchabhar, otherwise called Connor, 
*^' sat next upon the throne. He was the ion 
' ' of Donough, son of Daniel, soft of Mur- 
chada^ son of Diarmuid, son of Airmeidh Ca- 
och, descended from the royal line of Hefe- 
mon^ and was possessed of the sovereignty four- 
teen years. In the reign of this Irish prince, 
the most exemplary Cionf haola, bishop of Ath- 
tryni, left the world ; Eochaidh O Tiiathail, the 
bishop of Luigh Moigh, soon tbllowed into ano- 
ther life. The reign of this king, was misierably 
harassed by the Daties, who began to settle in the 
island, and among other devastations, Inis DamMy 
and Cork were plundered and burned. 
• About this time the revenue of St. Patrick was 
established upon the province of Mutistfer, by 
Fcidhlime, the son of Criomhthan; and Artry, 
the son of Connor, enjoined the same tax upon 
the province of Conacht. Beannchuir and Dun- 
tialeth Glas wei*e attacked and plundered by the 
Danes, and not content to set fire to Mc^gh Bille, 
they enclosed the hermits tiiat belonged to the 
place, and consumed them to ashes. MortOugfe, 
Ihe son of Eogan, Was king of Ulster at this tiihe; 
and Connor, thfe king of Ireland, iattempted ib 
chastibe the Gailiongachfe, Who had prttVt*ed hitn 
by their insolence ; and for that pukpdse he t^eA a 
gallant army, marched against them, attd oflfered 
them battle. They accepted th^ chaltfeHgei and 
engaged in the plain of Tailtibh^ Where the king*'s 
ttoopi slew riiiiltitudes of the ehen^y, and Wofa 
the day. The inhabitants of Leitaster re^olVfed to 
oppose the pr^^fess <if the Danes With all t%!e for- 
ces of the provirtc6 ; they met the ariiiy 6f the 
^foreigners at Druim Conla, iahd a bloody action 
iR^lowed: fortune remained doubtful foi- isfoWfe 
time, and in suspense betwteen both parrtieef, but 
the provindftltrbbps^gave way andflfedf which di- 
casioned a terrible slaughter in the pursuit; among 
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the slain Was the valiftttt . Coniiitig, son of Coti- 
chohigiolt, chfef of the £ribe Of the Fothartiiafths. 
Sooifiitfter this defeat^ Ardmach was, pluhdered 
With gi-eat barbarity by the Victorious Danes, who, 
in the irtonth following, spoiled with their accusf- 
tdmed cruelty^ Lughmagn, Finrie Cianachta, and 
Lisrrfrote, with all the chiirches and religious houses 
that fqll in their way, which they violently broke * 
into, killed oir expelled th6 members, and seized 
upoh the consecrated Vfessels and Whatever Ifrcfy 
found, as lawful booty. Before these ravages of 
the Danes, there were four flourishing universities 
of principal hoteih the kingdom of Ireland: one 
at Ardiiiach-, whicfl wa« filled with 7000 students, 
as appears Expressly by arn old roll discoverbd 
lately in the library of Oxford ; the university of 
Dunda Leath Glials ; the university of Lisinore, 
^nd the univet'sity of C^het, with inany Academies 
<tttdcolteges of smaller account j but they felt the 
dt^oyifig sword of these barbarian^. Who had rto 
Ire^A for Itornihg or learned men; nothing sacred 
-ot civil escaped their irage, but they swept all they 
•cottld Iky hold ota With a cruel and undfetinguish- 
ing fury. GonhOr, kihg of Ii^lahdj ihrtble to 
bfear or rfedt^efss the misfortunes of his tiolitttry, ft 
h sttppo)5ed, died of grief. ' 

Niall Gaille was tltfe succeiedhig mbrtafch. 
^^^' He wits the son <yf Hugh Dorndigfie, son 
• of Niah Fi-asach, a descehdkftt from the 
posterity of Hferemon, attd he ruled the inland 
fifteen ye^s^ Tht mother of this pHnce was 
Mfeidhbh, the dauglAer df Jbnrachtabh. son of 
-Mikftrfeadhacih, king of Dnrfus. He Wis ^arWcii-. 
Miy kttown by the name of Niall Cailte for this 
ffeks\9ta: npbti^time he cainfe sftteiided With a grtat 
i^tihtofe of hoi*e to theTbaT>lt of the river Callain, 
With a d^igh to ford the streatifr, but it happened 
ihSft Wi^ HVet Was sW^eh to a great height by thfe 
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violence of the rains, mrhich occasioned him to 
halt, and sound the depth before he attempted to 
enter the water. For this purpose he commanded 
a gentleman who rode in his train to try the ford^ 
who before he had gone far, was carried dpwn by 
the current and washed ofi' his horse* Tlie king» 
willing to preserve him, gave orders for those about 
him, who nad the ablest horses, to plunge into the 
water and lay hold of the gentleman ; but they 
were all afraid and astonished at the fury and rapid 
course of the river, and refused to venture, which 
made the king, concenied for the misfortune of 
the guide, who by this time was almost drowned, 
resolve to hazard his own person, and, if possible, 
to save his life. With this design he advanced to 
the very brink of the water, and preparing to 
jump in, the ground undermined by the stream, 
broke under the hoi*se's feet, and the current being 
exceeding violent, rolled man and horse headlong, 
and the king perished in the attempt. This unfor- 
tunate prince had some warning to avoid the river 
Callain, for it was predicted some time before, 
that he should be drowned in that stream, which 
was the sad occasion of his name, and he was al- 
ways mentioned afterwards by the name of Niall 
Caille. In the reign of this prince died Diarmuid, 
the son of Tumaltach, who governed the province 
of Conacht. The Danes continued spoiling the 
country ; they plundered Loch Bricime, and kil- 
led Congallach, the son of Neachach. 

Niall, whose life we are writing, invaded the 
province of Leinster at the head of a numerous 
army, designing by this expedition to place upon 
the throne of that country a prince whose name 
was Bryen, the son of Faolan. The cruel Danes 
carried on their depredations in a very dreadful 
manner; they plundered Fearna Mstoidog, Mun- 
gairid, and JoUar Ceall, in the county of Ormond; 
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the churches and monasteries were rifled and de- ' 
motished, the religious expelled with unheard-of 
violence, and in their sacrilegious fury the mag* 
nificent church of Kildare was wholly destroyed. 

The success of the Danish invasion, promoted 
by the most savage barbarities, that spared neither 
sex nor age, encouraged the Normans to try their 
fortune ; who having fitted out a number of trans- 
ports^ set sail from their own country, and arrived 
in the mouth of the Boyne, and another fleet of 
forty sail came into the mouth of the river Lifly. 
These invaders, if possible, exceeded the bloody 
Norwegians in their hostilities and military execu« 
tions; they pillaged the coasts, and devoured what 
the Danish locusts had left; they carried with 
them the terror of fire and sword, in their incur- 
sions, they plundered Magh Lifly, in the county 
of Dublin, Magh Breag, and FingalL The pro- 
gress of these foreigners alarmed the Danes, who, 
fearing the Normans would deprive them of their 
conquests and drive them out of the kingdom, 
either by their own power .or joining with the na- 
tives, collected their scattered forces, that were 
divided into several bodies for the convenience of 
plunder, came to Jobh Neill, and offered battle 
to the Normans, The fighfbegan briskly, and a 
dreadful slaughter followed on both sides, but the 
victory inclined to the Danes, who, after a ter- 
rible impression upon the enemy, turned the for- 
tune of the day, and pursued them from Inbher 
Nambark, where the battle was fought, along the 
banks of the Shannon, to the sea side. This sue- 
cess animated the Danes, who finding the country 
open and unguarded, renewed their hostilities, and 
ransacked and burned Inis Cealtrach Cluain Mac 
Nois, and all the churches of Loch Eirne were 
consumed to ashes. 
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lr\ the time of tbes^ pubUp CaJ^mitj^^s Feidh- 
timei the son of Criomhthan, governed tb^ pro- 
vince of Munster; and haviqg entered into holy 
orders, presided in the jkrchiepiscopal chair of 
Leath Modha, as the $outh h^lf of Ireland was 
gftp^rally called. This prince i;eoeived provoca- 
tions frotn- the npf therfl half of the idandy known 
by the name of Le^th Cuin, and carrying his arms 
into that part of the country, he sorely distressed 
the inhabitants, and plundered without distinction 
from Birr to Tean^hair Breag; but be met with 
opposition at Tara, which he overcame with some 
difficulty, and in a conflict, wherein his lorces en- 
gaged, Jpnracbtacb, the s%on of Mao}duin, lost his 
life. This ecclesiastical prince did tiQt long sur- 
vive to enjoy the benefit of bi^ victories, being cut 
Qff by dentil, after he had filled the throne of 
Mnnster for twenty-seve^i years. There is a valu- 
able treatise extant, which gives a great character 
of this Feidhlime, the s;o,n af Crio^nbthfin; and, 
speaking of his disease, says,* " The mo^t excels 
*^ lent and wise anchoret of the Scots departed this 
^* life ;'' ^\hich is autiiority sufficient to believ^ that 
this prince was a person of great learning and ac- 
complishmentsji and, by reason of his piety and the 
boliness of his life, a fright ornament of the Christ 
tian profession. 

It} the same y^^^r with the death of Feidblime, 
Olpbobhair* abbot of Itnly, a man ambitious, and 
fond of power, had interest sufficient to have 
.himself elected king of Cashel. Maolse^chluin, 
king of Meath, about the same time engaged the 
Danes at Casan Linge, and gave them a signal 
overthrow, which concluded with the sljiugbter of 
700 of them upon the spot. The Danish general* 

* Optimus et sapiens anachorta Scotorum qutevlt, 
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whose name waa Saxolb, was killed by Cia- 
nachtaibh/ in an encounter wherein the for- 
eigners were defeated with great loss. The 
fortune of the Danes began now to abate> fdr 
they were generally routed by the natives, 
i*ho struggled hard for their liberties, and 
particularly destroyed numbers of th'era in the 
battle of Easruiadh ; but afler this bad sUcc^ess th& 
invaders recovered their strength, and with the 
choicest of their forces, laying siege to the city df 
Dublin, took it sword in hand. The famous Cof- 
mac Mac Cuillenan, who was archbishop of 
Cashel, and governed the province of Munster 
for seven years, was born about this time ; soon 
after the pious bishop of Teilge, whose name was 
Exnich, was unfortunately killed. The inhabi* 
tants of Conacht attempted to oppose the incur* 
sioni^ of the Danes, and gave them battle, but 
with ill success; for the provincial troops were cut 
off in great numbers, and Maolduin, the son of 
Muirguisa, was slain. Near this time died Bryen, 
the son of Faolan, king of Leix. 

The Danes were continually reinforced with 
fresh recruits from their own country, and a fleet 
of many sail, with a body of troops on board, ar- 
rived upon the coasts, and landed at Loch Ne»- 
chach. They committed their usual hostilities, 
and pldndered the country in an inhuman manner^ 
they broke through the law of nations, and\;on- 
trary to the practice of declared enemies, they 
rav^ed with all the terror and calamities of fire 
and sword. "The churches in the northern part of 
the island fell a prey to these barbarians, who had 
no regard to. religion and the Christian worship^ 
but with a savage brutality they destroyed every 
thing, civil and sacred ; and among other acts of 
violence, Feama and Corke were spoiled at)4 
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piliag^d, and then «et on fire and consuiBed to 
^whes. 

Hidll Caille, king of Ireland, about this tkne, 
at the head of ^ nHmerous army, plundei^ and 
destroved Fearceall and Deabhna Efttbua; and 
aoon after Morrongli, the son of Hugh, king of 
Conachtt left the world ; the celebrated bishop of 
Cluaifi H«(N8 fQllow«d, aod was delivered from a 
troublesome life. Tiie Danes, encoun^ed by their 
success, and to secure what jbhey had eooquer- 
ed, erected a fort at Limn DuadiatlU wJiich they 
filled with their choicest troof» : this garrison was 
a terror to the natives, and by their cbntinued ex- 
^uf^ioos pluyuiered and destroyed the country cal- 
led Tua^ Teabbtha. They dao built another 
.castle at Dublin, from whjeoce they had an oppor- 
tunity of r4iiiHiig the province of Leinster and 
Joi>h Neill ; the churches were levelled with the 
^-oundj and the country was n^iserably distressed, 
]&om the Qity of Dublin to Sliabh Bladhroa. 
^^ey ransacked Cluaiii Aidhnach, Cluain Jo- 
raird, and Cluaia Mac Naois^ the whole land 
around becafito desert, md was like an uninhabited 
/wilderness. About this time Feargus, the son of 
Fcthig, who governed the province of Cmachti 
departed this life; and thp cruel Dane, Tuigesiua^ 
erectfd a fort at Loch Ribh» which commanded 
the country flbwit, and infested Clu^in Mae Naois^ 
Qwin F^ta foeaimin, Tirdi^lass, Lothm, and 
fMQy oth^ adjaqeiit places ^md cities, which were 
plundered imd d^Aroyed, and f^H a miserable aa^ 
x^i^e to t^ fury of these invaders. Not long 
B^rwards tbie v0nerab]e Muireadbach, bi^op of 
]Lime LeirV W«s traasliated to a better life ; and 
about ti^ ^atv)0 tinne NiaU Caill^, king of Ire- 
landi <0ngAged thf^ 2>Nies ia # pitdbied b^tle, and 
Igfwe tbem a signal ovterthroWf which was attended 
with the loss of number^ left dead upon the spot; 
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but ftiid prince did nofe survive keg efipagli to miM 
jdy the frurits of hts victar}r,. for be ii aa unlbrt^u 
nateif drotinied ia the dver Callain^ in. Hm msmn 
ner before related. 

Turgesius, the Dane, usurped the soife? 

S66* '^S^^3^ ^^ Ireland. Thk fckr^gner i/raa thtt 
' king of NoTM^jy as some writers affi(m» 
or as others,, the kiftg'a sobv His ^ouQtry«ien» 
the Norwe^ans and other esasterfiaga who stdad 
agaiiust th€ imtive^, proclaimed hhat fting of Ire? 
land, and inveate^l him with the goveiniafint of 
the kland, whkh he ruled thtrteeo^years. Before 
he came to the throne he had been aeyenteen jears 
in the country^ ph]nde>h!i|; and destioying the in« 
habitants with mexpressibre cakonities* He was a 
scourge in the hands of divine prov^idcince^ to put 
iiish the Ir^h nation^ which was redoced to the last 
extremities, and at last compell^ to submit imdefr 
the yoke of this nsurper. The island had been fbn 
many years harassed with wars and intestine divt« 
Jliona, aawell ss cetntinual struggles to preserve 
their oppressed liberties, and repel the insolence 
and cruel hostilities of the invaders { but the for^ 
eigners being constantly supported with recruits 
from Norway, and all the eastern countries adja- 
cent, pourea in such numbers upon the natives, 
that they were forced to give up the defiance of 
their country, and submit to the tyranny of this 
usurper, who reduced them to the lowest servitude, 
imposed insufferable taxes, and by other acts of 
cruelty and oppression established himself in the 
government, and as it were, made a conquest of 
the island. This foreigner had no sooner seized 
upon the crown, but he despatched messengers 
into Norway, who were commissioned to give no- 
tice of his accession to the throne, and to desire 
a supply of forces sufficient to support his preten- 
^ons against any attempts of the natives, who 



1^ THE GENERAL HISTORT 

ft 

were a people jealous of their liberties/ and if not 
kept under by the terror ofa standing army, woqU) 
occasion him an uneasy reign. ^ Accordingly a 
fleet of many sail, and a number of transports fil- 
led with regular troops, were despatched, and 
landed upon the western coast. Th<e country was 
imfnediately laid waste, the inhabitants were forced 
by droves like sheep into captivity, and such as 
^ escaped were obliged to retire into woods and wil- 
" dernesses with their families, and lie-exposed to the 
miseries of famine, to preserve themselves from 
slavery. Thes^ foreigners manned out -several 
boats that were ordered upon Loch Neachach and 
Loch Ribh, from whence they ravaged and com- 
mitted hostilities savage and terribly bejrond ex- 
pres»on. St. CoUum Cill, many years before the 
invasion of the Danes, foretold the calamities that 
should fall upon his country ; and Bearchan the 
prophet predicted particularly, that the Norwe- 
gians should arrive and bring the countiy into ser- 
vitude. The verses of this ancient poet may be 
thus translated : 

The bold Norwegians with a numerous sail, 
Sliall try the Irish ocean and arrive 
Upon the coasts. The isle shall be enslav*d 
l^y these victorious foreigners, who shall place 
In every church an abbot of tlieir own, 
And shall proclaim, to iill the throne of Ireland, 
A king of the Norwegian race. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE MANY BATTLES rOUCHT By 

TURGESltJS, ETC. 

• I 

Turgesjus having reduced the island under hia 
subji^ction, and by usurpation bioke in upon the 
succession of the royal line of the Irish monarchs, 
exercised his government with great tyranny, es- 
tablishing hin[)self upon the ruins of the national 
liberties, and made his arbitrary and unbounded 
will the rule of his administration. The natives* 
were miserably galled with the heavy yoke of this 
foreigner, and, resolving to attempt a recovery of 
their freedom, a conspiracy was formed by the 
principal nobility aqd gentry of the kingdom, to 
dethrone the tyrant, and fix the state upon its an-^ 
cient foundation. They reflected upon the bravery 
of their ancestors, how prodigal they were of 
their blood in defence of their country, and what 
noble efforts they made to secure their rights aud 
privileges, and deliver them down unoppressed to 
posterity. Inspired with these reflections, the re- 
volt became universal, the Irish unanimously 
armed, and assembled in bodies over the whole 
kingdom. They engaged the Danes in several 
desperate battles, and fought with success in many 
encounters. A spirit of freedom and liberty pre- 
vailed throughout the island, and was attended 
yvith victory, insomuch that the foreigners began 
to be weary of their conquests. They were so 
harassed and borne down by the old Irish courage, 
that they were overthrown arid defeated with in* 
credible loss; and at last obliged to retire to their \ 
shipping, and bid adieu to the island. 

* It may not be improper in this place to relate 
particularly some of the most memorable battle* 
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that were fougbt between the natives and the inva- 
ders, and express some of the most remarkable 
circumstances that attended them; in order to 
give posterity a just idea of the courage and bra- 
very of the ancient Irish, who were a nation fond 
of their liberties, and of the royal family of their 
Icings, whose throne they could not endure should 
be filled by foreigners, but exposed themselves to 
preserve their Country, and put, an end to thosiet 
calamities that closely followed a foreign yoke, 
and are the necessary effects of ty^'anny and usuK 
pation. 

The Irish, led on by the principal nobility of 
the country, particularly the tribe of the Dailgais, 
engaged the Danes, and gave them a signal over- 
throw at Ardbreacan. The foreigners were again 
attacked by the people of Colgain, and routed 
Vith the loss of all their forces ; in whf en action 
Saxolb, a commander of great courage and expe- 
rience among the Danes,, was slain. Olchobhair, 
the son of Cionnfaoith, who governed the province 
of Munster, and Lorcain, the son of CealTach, 
king of Leinster, joined their provincial forcesg 
and fell upon the army of the invaders with irre- 
sistible bravery ; the dispute was hot and bloody, 
but the impetuosity of the Irish broke the rank$ 
of the enemy, and a general rout followed. In 
this engagement the earl of Tomair, heir apparent 
to the crown of Denmark, was slain, and 1,200 
of the best soldiers of the Danish army followed 
him to the other world. The king of Munster 
before-mentioned, and the inhabitants of Eoga« 
^acht Cashel, defeated the Danes in a pitch^ 
battle near Cashel, where 500 of them were killed, 
and the rest fled for their lives. The people of 
Tyrconnel afmed to recover their liberties, and at- 
tacked the invaders ne&r Easruaidh, and fought 
them with success; for the choicest pf their ror- 
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ces perished in the engagement, and few escaped 
the slaughter of die day. The men of Johh Figw 
intj readlved to be no longer slaves, and obseiring 
an opportunity^ fell upon the Danes, and killed 
860 of them. Two hundred of these fbreigners 
were destroyed by die people of Cianachta ; and 
1840 at Dnii m da Chonti, were slain by Tigher - 
fiftch, king of Loch Gabhair. Maokeachluin^ 
king (^. Meath, ifttempted to shake off the yoke, 
and engaged the Danes with such success at a 
place called Glasgleani that 1,700 off them ^yere 
cut off Yet, notwithstanding these victories, the 
fbreigners ^ere far from being suppressed ; for 
they were constantly supplied with fresh recruits 
from their own country, which inspired them with 
courage under the' greatest slaughter of their 
troops ; their broken ariDies were soon completed, 
and tho Yiatives were so harassed with continual 
skirmishes and attacks, that they lost their choi- 
cest soldiers without any prospect of filling their 
places; and therefore being dispirited and worn 
out, they were obliged to confess themselves a van- 
quished pebple, and submit to the cruel tyranny 
of Turgesius and his Danish soldiery, who ruled 
them with a rod of iron, and forced them to taste 
of the very dregs df servitude. The whole king- 
<)om was reduced, the usurper seized upon the 
crown, and by his followers was proclaimed mon- 
Iffch of Ireland. 

r 

A >ABTICULAB ACCOUNT OF THE SLAVERY IMPOSEP 

« 

UPON THE ANCIENT IRISH, BT TUEOESIUS, THE 
JDANISH TTRANT. 



The native Irish could neitlier bear nor ^ake 
loff the oppressive voke oi' these foreigners ; and 
3[kirgesiiis, who had possession of the goventment. 
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thought ifo mediod more expedient to secure his 
new ponv^r, than to new model tli^ state, to over- 
turn the old constitution^ and to placf his country- 
men in the posts of trust and authority. Accord- 
ingly he appointed a Danisli king in.ev^ry cantred 
of land throughout the island, and a captain was 
^ttled in every territory. He nominated ait 
abbot in every church and monastery, and & ser- 
geant of the Danes was, fixed as the conomdudiiig 
officer in every village ; and ta compleat the miser 
ries of the native a soldier- was billeted by author- 
ity upon every house and cottage through the 
Whole kingdom. The insolence and rapines of 
these common soldiers were insupportable, for the 
master of a family had no power in his own house ; 
he could not command the use of a hen or a chick- 
en of his own, for 'fear of giving c^ence to this 
rascal! V foreigner, who$e vengeance he dreaded, 
and whose resentment perhaps would dispossess 
him of all he had. If a poor man had but onp 
cow to afford milk for the support of his family, 
the soldier quartered upon him would consume the 
whole, not regarding the cries and wants pf the 
youQg children, who were ready to die of hunger; 
and it a person in the house chanced to be sick, and 
the weakness of his stomficli would admit of np 
odier food but milk, tliis barbarous Daqe wpul4 
not allow him a drop to save him from death, but 
suffer him to perish. And when the soldier ha4 
a mind for a piece of beef, he would oblige the 
man of the house to kill this cow, whose milk was 
the greatest part of his sustenance, and when that 
beast was the whole stock he was possessed ' of. 
These barbarities and oppressions distracted the 
unhappy Irish, who were obliged to conform to 
the sordid and cruel temper of these sdMiers, and 
fiuppjy them with what provision they required, 
how 0xpei^ve soever ; . otherwise they , would he 
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dragged by violence to the general rendezvous of 
the army, and committed to the guard rooiti» and 
kept under close confinement till the prisoner had 
made satisfaction to his insolent guest, who oflert 
Vould be so unconscionable as not to be content 
with less than the ruin of his family and fprtune. 
The arbitrary Danes imposed likewise a heavy 
tribute on the vanquished Irish ; for every master 
bf a family throughout the whole island was obli- 
ged, under the severest penalties, to pay, as a 
yearly tribute, an ounce or gold ; and if through 
misfortune or poverty he was incapable tofumisli 
out his contribution, he was punished with the loss 
of his nose. No lord or lady wa^ permitted to 
wear any cloaths but what had been left off by the 
Danes ; for if their habit was of any value, it wad 
torn eff their backs, and ragged cast-off gafmetitd 
were given them in the place. These savage inva- 
ders were professed enemies to learning and learned 
men, and therefore the sovereignty of the king- 
dom being in their own hands, they determined 
to extirpate all schools and seminaries of educa- 
tion : the Irish were not suffered to have their chil- 
dren taught to read ; the churches and holy places 
for divine service were likewise shut up or des- 
troyed to the ground ; all the books they could find 
they burned or tore io pieces ; the poets, histo- 
rians, musicians, and the professors of other libe- 
tai arts and sdences were banished, of imprisoned. 
Or forced to abscond in woods and solitudes to pre- 
serve their lives. No young lady, of whatsoever 
quality, though she were the daughter of a lord 
or of a king, was allowed to work with her needle, 
or embroider in gold, ^or silver, or silk ; and the 
sons of noblemen were forbidden to learn the use 
of arms, or exercise themselves in feats of activity 
or martial sports, lest they should one time or 
other reflect ^ipon the bravery of their ancestors^ and 

VOL. It. tJ 
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grow upeasy under the yoke, of slavery. The Irbh 
were discouraged, under the penalty of fines and 
imprisonment, to make feasts or public entertain*^ 
mentSj. or to use hospitality among one another^ but 
were forced to be content wiUi the scraps and ofials 
that were left at the tables of the riotous and luxur 
rious Danes, who prodigally consumed at once the 
support of many families, and spent the. revenue 
of whole countries to indulge their palates^ and to 
please themselves in the most scandalous and un- 
natural debaucheries. 

Such was the miserable state of the island, under 
the oppression and cruel yoke of these domineer- 
ing foreigners : the natives were broken-hesoted, 
ana despaired of recovering their liberties ; the 
clergy were forced to fly into woods, and the most 
desolate places, . for the security of their lives; for 
the Danes were a wicked and abandoned race of 
men, and so covetous of wealth apd plunder^ 
that churches and monasteries were rifled, their 
consecrated plate carried o£^ and the religious 
turned out of doors. But tlie cries and prayers of 
the pious clergy, who hid th^inselves in; caves and 
desarts^ and incessantly addressed themselves to 
heaven for the deliverance of their qountry, pre- 
vailed at last with the divine mercy to 4nd, a ws^ 
for their rede^iptign^ as unexpected, as it was, aCr 
ceptable to the iiatives, who were in dg^air, and 
gave themselves up foi; lost; for it must b^ oor 
served that the clergy, notwithstandiug the. in^qc^Vr 
veniences they sirfTered, striqtly performed the. di- 
vine offices of the church in the best, manner thc^y 
were able; they, fasted and prayed, and oblig^ 
the laity to I^e regular in^th^u: di^votioia^ ana to 
entreat, witlibiit intermi^^icwi, tbw God wot44 cL^ 
troy thp power of tho^e p^ofetne.in\'aderai, ^profess*- 
ed enemies to ipankijnd an^ttb'liis church, and, rest- 
tore the kingdom to. its, apqicnt liberty. , A^d 
heaven rewarded their piety with succes3» 9Q iar 
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as to deliver tlie tyrant Turgesius himself into thfe 
hands of the Irish. 

For whign this bloody usurper was in the height 
of his uryust authority, among other methods to 
confirm himself in his new power, and to prevent 
the natives from giving disturbance to his r^ign, h* 
erected a castle as a royal palace, where he design- 
ed to reside, near the seat of Maolseachluin, who 

foverned the country of Meath. This haughtj 
>ane Would sometimes cdndescend to make a visit 
to this neighbouring prince, who had a daughter 
of excellent beauty, that Had {he finest shape and 
complexion, and was one of the most celebrated 
ladies in the island. Turgei^us, who by this time 
began to be aged, was at an entertainmfent in the 
palace of Meath, where this princess sat at the 
table^ and by her charftis so captivated this royal 
lecher, thai the blood grew warm in its old chan- 
nel'S) an'd he conceived so strong a passion, that 
he desired Maolseachluin to resign his daughter tti 
his arms, and promised she should be the favourite 
hiistress iti his seraglio. The king of Meadi not 
daring to incense the tyrant by a denial, who he 
knew would gratify hisiust by violence, with great 
submission requested, that since his majesty was 
pleaded to make choice of his daughter for a mis« 
tress he would not make it known in a oublic man- 
her, out of rfespect to the character of the young 
lady^ whose reputation would suffer, and her ho- 
nour be so blemished, that it would be difficult' 
afterwards to dispose of her in marriage, and pro- 
vide a husband for her suitable to her quality ; and 
therefore he desirecJ, that since his royal palace was 
nigh, he might be permitted to sendthe princess to 
him privately^ to conceal it from the knowledge of 
the ^orld. And, continued he, 1 will convey to 
your majesty fifteen of the most celebrated beau- 
ties that ray small territories produce^ who, I am^ 
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cunfidentt will 4k> far eclipse the chams: you are 
pleased to commend in my daughter, that she 
ivill scarce receive the honour of being admitted 
to your embraces, when you are convinced she is 
excelled by so many of a superior beauty. Tur« 
gesius was transported wiUi the expectation of re- 
ceiving the young lady, and a night was appointecl 
to crown his hop^s and give him possession ; she 
was to be conducted with all possible privacy into 
one of his royal apartments, and the young ladies 
were to be disposed of as the lusts and humour of 
the tyrant directed. 

It happened tliat at this time there was a con- 
vention of the principal Danes throughout the 
kingdom, summoned by Turgesius, to assemble at 
Dublin, in order to settle his infant government 
upon lasting foundations ; to defeat the prospects 
of the natives, who were inclined to a revolt ; to 
defend the country fi'om other invaders, and to 
pei7)etuate the succession to his posterity. These 
matters, and whatever seemed to contribute to the 
establishment of the usurpation, being adjusted, 
the king, appointed an entertainment for some^of 
his prime ministers and favourites; and being wiell 
warmed with wine, he communicated to fifteen of 
them his intrigue with the young princess, the 
daughter of the king of Meath, aud promised to 
bestow upon each of them a young lady of con- 
summate beauty, if they were disposed for an act 
of gallantry, and thought.proper to follow him to 
court. These lascivious Danes conforming to the 
.practice of the tyrant, expressed their gratitude 
ior his royal bounty, and fired with the prospect 
before them, desired the honour of waiting upon 
him ; and accordingly Turgesius, attended with 
iifteen of his debauched riobles and officers, set 
out from Dublin, where the assembly sat, and 
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aFriv^il At the place* wbere he usuallj k^t his resi* 

dence. 

Itwais not the design oI'Maolseachluin, the king 
bf Meath, to contribute to the jHostitution of 
his daijghter, but resolving to vindicate the 
honour of the young iady, he entered upon a des- 
perate -attempt to dethrone and destroy tiie tyrant, 
and sacrifice him to the fury of his own lust. Ac* 
cordingly he selected fifteen of the stoutest and 
most beautiful youths in his dominions, who were 
of a fair fresh complexibUt and had no beards upon 
their faces; he ordiered them to be apparellea in 
the habit of young ladies, and to conceal under 
their gowns a short sharp sword, which they were 
to make use of according to his directions. Thus 
fitted out, the princess, attended with her retinu^ 
upon the night appointed left her father's court ^ 
and when she arrived near the cattle, where Tmv 
gesius had his royal s^t, she sent privately to ac* 
quaint him of her approach, which he received 
with inexpressible joy : he gave notice to his offi- 
cers that the ladies ti^ere comiufi^ and havipg or- 
dered them to retire to their chambers, he sent 
one of his favourites to meet the. princess, and 
conduct her to his court. . Tlie Danish nobles 
severally repaired to their apartments, that wer^ 
made proper for their reception, and impatiently 
expected their Irish mistresses ; while tJie kiii^ 
with the same fury of passion, was waiting in his 
bedchamber, tran.sported with the prefect of 
satisfying his brutish . desires npon a princess of 
the greatest beauty at)4 quality throughout the 
island* 

But Providence deternjined toput a final end tp 
the tyranny of this usurper; for Maolseachluin, 
king of M^ath, the better to accomplish his design, 
so gloriouis in the eyen£ as to subvert Uic} oppres- 
sive yoke of these foreigners, under coyer or the 
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ftigflt marebed-withia resolute body of hardy Iri^h, 
and advancing towards t|]e castle of Turgesius, he 
drew up his men silently under the walls, in order, 
l^en he received the signal from those within, to 
break into the fort, and to put the tyrant and ^ 
bis retinue to the sword. 

• The princess \tfth her followers were by thiu 
t!me admitted itito the palace, and the gentlemen 
li^ho attended her hat) orders from the king to pre- 
serve the honour of his'daughter at all hazards, and 
to iail upon the tyrant, unguarded as he Wa^, before 
be bad perpetrated his design ; ahd inspiring theiti 
with ' a love of liberty, and of redeeming their 
tountry from a 'crnel slavery,^ be had taiseA their 
indignation to that height, that they engaged to ^ 
fftan to expose their Jives in this great adventure, 
ttnd they did not doubt of success. Their com- 
mission was to seize upon the usurper and tak6 
bim alive, but to bind him with Mrong cordd, that 
be could not possibly escape ; theii they were to 
neclifehis nobles and officers, who expected other 
BOtt of embraceSF, and not to leave a man of tbem 
ttlive : there seemed no difficulty to bring to pa^s 
this surprising event ; for the tyrant diought he 
bad established his power, at)d broken the spirit 
'of the native^, aud therefore there was no occasion 
to keep a strict guard about his person ; and his 
^cerd were so infatuated by their lusts that they 
l^ft tbeir arms behind them, lest they should fright- 
eti the ladies,' aud discompose them for softer en- 
icouhters. There ^Hras a proper signal agreed upon, 
to give notice to the king under the walls, when he 
should rush into the fort, and assist with his troops 
tb fkti upon the Danes, who perhaps might be so 
tiumerous as not easily to be despatched* 

The circumstaticesof this secret adventure being 
ffaus adjusted, the princess with all her retitaue 
trere introduced into the king's apartment^ who 



received her with open arm^^ amd though of 9 
very advanced age, proposed wonderful qelighti 
to Qunself in the possession c^ her* He eKaniine4 
into the beauty of her attendants,, who^ thopgli 
very handsome anil genteel youths, yet i^ade.bttt 
an awkward appearance in their unaccuatomi^ 
dress, and therefons the princess was sure to find 
no rival among them, and was made choice of tv 
a}ee|> in the arms of this lascivious Dane, ^h9 
embraced her tenderly, and was. conducting her 
into his private chamber^ The Irish youths, thought 
now was the time to discover and exert themsf lye^ 
in^defence of the honour of their mUtresijand pf 
their enslaved <;oantrv i^ an4 thr^.^dng ayide ^tb^if 
loose gowns, laid bold . of the C^rantt andpoiaV 
ing one of their short s^rpi^dsi to hU throat, thr^a^ 
ened him with instant dirath ifhe .cried oi|t. wl|ici» 
so terrified bint that he sub^iitted,. and they ior 
stantly bound hm y, tbep.4e^troying.aU they met^ 
they iorced into the i^i^irtQteut^ of the nobles. ian4 
officers, who were unarmed. and prepwed for ofcbefr 
«ngagemp9ts, . and put |hem all to the swovd* Ti^ 
paifu:o was filled with c^e^ an^ ^lau^ter^ and tf 
add to the terror, t]ie;sia^ wiE^f giv^n to the lung 
under the walls, who; bipl^ into .the^,<;astle. ^itj^ 
d^eadfuljihouAs, ajiul fini^b^vW^^Vf^^^^ Hn^^t^ 
the giMrd» Were.kjijedt na;qu^t<ir/«i^ giyenj^:th# 
darkness of the night ^nqi^f^ed) the |!^r# of, t^ 
Dane^'o^ars and ^Ql4iers ff 4; toqmisciia^jr w 
the cmi)age,;apd n^ftra maK^ of them e^c^ed* 
When tl^ fury of th^ Irifh wi^aabated^i anditbere 
was no enemy left in th^ jea3ti^»,thf king^qf Me^tl) 
entered . thi^; roo^ where Xurgeiiipn lay bpund» and 
vpjbDaJdi^g/ hirn witiv his ^x^fs^ve cruelties,, thf 
manf)^ rapesf .and violeiices he bad o^nnnitted lupo^ 
the Irish ladipf^.and bisr rfippated murdein) h^ 
cofiman^^ him to be loaded F4th iron«, andto bf 
carried before him in triumph. The soldiers were 
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9ll6l¥ed to plunder the casde» "where they found an 
incredible booty, and the king with the princess 
and his btave hardy troops returned to Meath. 

This transaction was aoon spread over the whole 
kingdom; and the Irish, antoiated with the suc- 
cess of the king of Meafh, unanimously revolted, 
and resolved to throw off the 'Danish yoke. The 
foreigners were quite dispirited and abandoned to 
their fears, when they heard that their king Tur- 
gesius was^ taken prisoner,' and his principal nobil- 
ity ami commanding officers put to the sword; and 
considering that the natives were up in arms, and 
themselves without ajeaden they thought it safest 
to fly to their ships, and with allpossime expedi- 
tion to quit the idand. Those invaders who lived 
near the sea coasts, got (m board without much 
difliculty ; but those who had posses9ed themselves , 
Df the inland country, at a great distance from 
the sea, were obliged to rettrer into cities and for- 
tified places for their security ; but the desperate 
Irish resdlved to rid themselves of these foreigners, 
"which now they had an opportunity to do, and 
fell tipon them in aH places without distinc- 
tion: they honted them out d" the woods and wiU 
demeittes, where th^ had' t^ken shelter ; they 
atormed thdr tawnt and forts^ and engaging them 
%ith irredstibfe Airy, ti^ ittfftiiteiiumbers of the^ 
Danes before they coiitd reacli their ships ; no sol- 
itude w fl^htcoiildjprotect them from the enraged 
]fMi^ ythb fought mr their ^lii^s aiid laws and Tibr 
titles, ahd determined to hAng about a complete 
revolution, and enrt^blMdi 'tiie government upon its 
ancient fbundatfon. Sofaie of those wretched 
foreigners escaped to tfie iei, under favour of the 
night; and otnefs who were surrounded by their 
enemies, and found it iiApossible to fly, most sub» 
toimvely petitioned for quarter, and promised to 
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becdtne Servants to tite Irish ; and to savie 
their lives, to comply with whatever tax or 
imposition should be Idid upon them. 'The 
king of Mekth, when the first fury of the 
Irish, had in some measure subsided^ perceiving 
that those few Danes that remained, might be so 
disposed of as to b^ incaj^able of giving any dis^ 
turbance to the state, received them into mercy, 
and having disarmed them spared their lives. Thie 
tyrant, after he had been for some time fe^pt in 
ietters, and been a witness to the miseries of his 
countrymen, had an end put to his unfortunate 
life, being thrown, by the conunand of the king« 
bound as Xe was, into Loch Annin, where he per« 
ished. 

This wond^i^ful revolution being accomplished 
by the death of the usurper, and the expulsion of 
the Danes, the nobility and gentry of Ireland^ 
willing to settle the coristitution oi the govern* 
mentp and reduce the affairs of state into ^onie 
order, assembled in a general convention, and 
reflecting upoti the m^ana'by which they received 
their freedpm an4 redemption. Unanimously cattle 
to a resolution to place the crown upon the nedd of 
their great deliverer MapUeachluin, kingof Meatb« 

It must be observed he^e, that Bucnanan, the 
Scotti^i historian, assorts, that Gregory, king of 
Scotland, invaded the kingdom of Ireland with a 
nuthefous army, and haying plundered the inhabit 
tant^, and miserably harassed the country with 
their hostilities, they had the success to kill Bryen 
and Connor, who were appointed guardiahs to the 
king of Ireland, who wils a minor. But this wrl*^ 
ter is miserably mistaken in this fact, because, as 
'the aUthetitic chronicles of the island expressly 
'testify, the crOwn never decended to an infaih, v^lio 
was a minor, fromi the reign of SlaingO,^ who w^ 
*the first Irish king of the line of the Fijrt)olgs» 

VOL. n. X 
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tm the time of Henry IL king of England ; for 
the succession, though it often descended to the 
next heir, yet he was always of man's estate ; and 
when the hereditary right, by the iniquity of the 
times and' the violence of parties, was laid asidei, 
''the tiobility and gentry conimonly made choice oif 
the most accomplished person in the island, and 
placed him in possession of the government. This 
nistorian therefore is not to be credited ; for it is 
beyond dispute that Turgesius, the Danish tyranty 
was the king of Ireland at that time. 

Maolseachluin, by the suffrage of the 

870* ?^^Mity and gentry, was placed upon the 

' throne of Ireland. He was the son of Ma- 

olruanadh, son of Donough, Hon of Daniel, son 

of Murchada, son of Diarmuid, son of Airmeadb 

Caoch,, son of Conall Guthbhin, son of Suibhiie 

Meain, son. of Colman More, son of Diarmuid, 

son of Peargus Ceirbheoil, descended, fron^ the 

'royal stock of Heremon, and held the gdvernment 

sixteen. Years. The mother of this monarch was 

Arog, the daughter of CahalU son of Fiachrad, 

king of Bearcuil. 

• «Xhe Danes, being driven out of the kingdom 
by the prevailing power of the natives, under the 
conduct of this prince, began to form designs of 

• regaining their settlements in the island; for they 
had experienced 90 much of the fertility and riches 

.' of the country, that their native possessions weiie 
incapable of supporting them in that riotous and, 
expensive way of life which they had. used them- 
selves to, when they had the command of die 
labours and the wealth of the industrious and 
^frugal Irish. In order to concert measures for 
!jBn6tiier descent, the principal of the Norw.egians 
/anil Danes assembled, and, after many debate^, 
ca)nc tp a resolution to send three of their mo^t 
cxperien'ded generals, and a well appointed fleet. 
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with a commission to land upon the coasts of Ire. 
land in a peaceable manner, to avoid the commit- 
ting of liostilitiels, and by that means gradually 
insinuate themselves into the aiTections of the in- 
habitants, till they found themselves of ability to 
contend \v'ith them, and then Violence was to be 
used. And the better to disguise their designs, 
these three commanding officers were to pass under 
the notion of mercantile men,^ and their fleet was 
to be called a sail of merchant-men, which was to 
be furnishe/l with jewels and gaudy wares, to be 
sold or to be presented to the Irish as occasion 
offered ; but a number of arms and military pre* 
parations were to be secretly stowed in the ships» 
to be used when matters were well concierted, and 
ripe for execution. The people of the island were 
thus to be corrupted and' softened into effeminacy 
by this stratagem of these subtle foreigners, in 
order that they might be subdued with the less 
difficulty, and in some measure be the instruments 
of their own misfortunes and destruction. 

The author of the Polichronichon gives this 
account of this expedition;* •* After the death of 
" Turgesius, three brothers, Amelanqs, Cyracus, 
^ and Imorus, came from the parts of Norway in 
** a peaceisible manneff and under pretence of mer- 
^* chandising arrived with their followers in thiai 
^^ island ; and getting possession of places that lay 
*« upon the coasts, by the consent of the Irish, 
** wnq were an idle and inactive people, they built 
'" three cities, Waterford, Dublin, and Limerick, 

» * Post obttum Turgesti, de Norvegiie partlbus quasi subt 
fads intuitu et Mercaturar esercendse prsetexta, tres fratres, 
Amelaoug, Cyraciis, et Iipprus, cum tu^ seque)^ in banc inau« 
lam appulerunt et de cpnaensu Hibernorum* otiq dieditorum, 
maritima loca occupantes, tres civitates, viz. Waterforcliam, 
Dubliniam, et Lumericum construxerunt, qui tanien numerf 
succreacentes contra indrgenen frequenter insultplHtnt. 
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*' and their numbecs daily encreasti:^ they oAeii 
** insulted and disturbed the natives." From the 
testimony of this writer it appearsi that the Nor- 
wegians, by this political device, and under the 
conduct of those cheers, in the dis^ise of mer- 
chantSy obtained settlements in the island, which 
they gradually improved by new acquisitions^ till 
they became able to oppress the natives, and brin^^ 
the whole kingdom into subjection. And it is not 
to be wondered that these foreigners carried on 
(heir CQUi^uests with success, and after their expul- 
sion regained what they had lost, and often en^- 
ved the people ; for it must be observed, that the 
invaders were constantly supplied with fresh re- 
cruits, their own country was an inexhaustible 
store of men and shipping, which encouraged them 
to bear up against all misfortunes or de^ats that 
migjbt happen, and to prosecute their designs at 
all hafutrds. But the greatest advantages . were 
given them by the natives, occasioned by the con- 
tests and civil discords among tliemselves. Nothing 
promoted the common rujn more than their ani- 
mosities within themselves ; and. their unnatu- 
ral and jrreconcileable quarrels were attended 
with more dreadful effects, than could follow from 
all the force of the enemy : to add to the calamity, 
the cpntcnding parties would receive these Danes 
into jptay, as auxiliary troops, ii^lio when opportunity 
qSercd turned their arms against those that hired 
them ; i^nd thus, while the petty, princes were 
striving and tearing each other to pieces for trifles^ 
the Danes, when they found them sufficiently 
weakeneid, subdued the victor and the vanquished, 
md foeted them both* to confess their superi^NT 
power, smd own them for their masters. Thus 
were the unfortunate Irish, by a concurrence of 
unhappy circumstances, again obliged to pass un- 
der tfie yoke, which galled^them with inexpressi- 
ble misery, and could never be shaken off till the 
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lieath of that iiimtrious heio^ ihe Urave Brjren 
Boiroimiiey king of Ireland. 

The annalsof Ireland assert, tluU when the Noi:* 
wegians had subdued the inhabitants, oot only b^ 
their arms, but by th9 eSe^. of their pwn intes- 
tine divisions, the Danes, in hopes of plunder and 
conquest, fitted out a consid/eravle ileet^ and made 
a descent upon the island. They met with son^ 
topposition^ but it was fruitless and without success, 
for they destroyed the country and the people, and 
plundered the city of Publin, and terribly ravaged 
all the adjacent territories ; but the Norwegiaiui 
fearing to be driven out of their possessions by 
the Danes, determined to make head i^gainst them 
before they grew too powerfuJ, and advancing to- 
n^rds them, with a select body of troops, o&red 
them battle. Tliey accepted tb^ qhalieogei and 
a deq>ef ate fight commenced at a place called 
Linnduachaill, wherein the Da^nei; obtained a 
complete victory, the Norwegians were defeated 
. with the loss of their best forces^ and 1000 of 
them left dead upon the spot. Encouraged by 
this success, the victors seized i^ion th^ greater 
part of the island, and still improving their au- 
thority^ and plundering the natives,, they became 
the most formidable power, and acquired consider^ 
^le settlements in the ceuntpy. 

Notloqg afte^ this victory of tl)Q Danes» Am* 
l4aoihh;» Otherwise called Amelanus ^y some au« 
.thors, son to the king of Denmark,, anfived in Ire- 
land, witii a de^gn to take upon himself the con)- 
mand of the Danes that were dispersed* throughout 
the island } a^d putting; himself at the head of his 
countrymen, he fought the natives in s^^eral en* 
gagements with great advantage, iniposed heavjr 
contributions upon thera» and reduced them to a 
state, of servitude. About tins time died Olchab* 
hair, the son of Cionnaoth, who governed the 
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^province of Munster, and Flaidmia, th^ pious 
bishop of Biorra, and Corniac, the deTont prelate 
of Lathraigh Brotn^ soon followed that prince into 
the other world. 

Tlie unfortnnate state of the island, under the 
Oppression of th^se foreigners, was the reason that 
about this time Maotseacblutn summoned by his 
royal writs, a convention of the principal nobiKty 
and gentry of the kingdom, to meet at a place 
called Rath Aoda Mac Brie, who unanimously 
assembled according to the summons; for the na- 
'tives consulting their common safety, had laid 
aside their private contests and quarrels; but it was 
with some difficulty they united, and were recon- 
ciled by the unwearied diligence and importunity 
df th^t holy person, Eatgna, a convert ^ St Pa- 
:trick, who had entered himself into some religious 
order. In this convention, among other acts that 
promoted the public good, it was determined, 
that Maolgoala, the son of Dungaile, Idng of 
Munster, and Carrol, king of Ossery, should con- 
clude a peace with the inhabitants of Leath Cuinn ; 
and in the asseHabl v it was agreed, that the kin^ 
of Ossery aforesaid should make his submission to 
- Eatgna above-named^ ^ho was a saint of excelleiit 
hbl iness and devotion. ^ 

Some time after this, the Normans fell in a 'des- 
perate fury upon Mdolguala, who governed the 
province of 'Munster, and slew him with stovtes; 
and not long after tM{ unfbrtunate accidetit. Ma- 
olseachluin, king of Ireland, engaged the Danes, 
and fought the remarkable battle of Drom da 
'Moighe, wtrerein great numbers of the foreign 
* troops : wdre destroyed, especially such as were 
quartered in the city of Dublin. After this victory 
obtained by the Irish, Daniel, the son of Ailpin, 
king of the Piets, left the worid ; and the kmg 



of Ireland did li^t long tvj,ey the firuttt of )u8 wcf 
cess, but died . of a natural death afler^^a. very 
troublesome and distracted reign. 

Hugh Honnliath was the succeeding 
i!j^* monarch. He was the »on of Kiall CaiUe» 
^^* son of Hu^h Dorndighft son tof Niall Frear 
sacfa^ descended from the royal line of Herempn, 
and po^ss^d the throne « eighteen years, Thf 
mother of tl^is Irish prince .^ii^aa Gormf hlaith, the 
daughter of Dinnis, the son qf DanieU He tool;: 
to wife Maolmutre. the daughter of Cionnaoitlv 
son of Ailpiq, king of ^Scotland* by whom he, had 
a son called Ni4' Olandubh.. JDuring the reig^ 
of this king several actions pf impoitance ha{q>!$Pr 
ed J among the rest» Connpi^ i tne son of. UpA' 
nogh» who had the government of half the country 
of Meath, was unfortunately slain by the i^wqr^ 
of Humphry, son to the king of Denmark) at a 
place (»Hed X^luain Joraird. This Danish nripcQ* 
Known in the Irish language by thenameof Amhr 
laoibh, afler this victory* transported awfficient 
number of his .countrymen into Scotland^ .4^4 
falling upon the Picts, he sl^w multitudea qf t^eq||» 
and made many pf them prisoners, whqm hb^.cair 
tied away with him» and made them slaves. 

N^ar this time it was ithat. Hugh FicMinliatlif 
monai'ch of Ireland* fell i^pon |he Dax^s at a place 
called Loch Feabli^, s^^ gave then! a gwer^ 
defeat In this action the foreigii troops sufiere^ 
exceedingly, ^od most of the pjfioers were cut off*; 
for the victor^brought away with, him the beads of 
forty of the principal con^msuidefs, and thye figtijt 
concluded with the }pss. of i,S0O s>f the' Dane^, 
who perished in this engagement. ..The jfish s^rmy* 
encouraged with his* succe^,, attacked the fprtific%- 
tipns and garrisons of the enemy, and beat theip 
nut of their fastnesscis, and recovered all tl|e booty 
and plunder tb^ ^4 taken. Gppall, ti^p religious 
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Wflhop k>fj^l Sffte^ AieA soon after this victory ; * 
abolit^ which time the palace of Humphiy, son ta 
the king of Denmark, which he had built at Ciu« 
ain Dalchain, was clandesttneljr set on lire by Ga- 
oithin, and Mac Ciaran the spn of RoanaPi and 
iHmsumed to the ground. This laccident occa- 
doned great confusion to those within, and the 
Irish, talking advantage of the fears of the t>anes, 
ftH upon thiem, and s1)ew 100 of their principal 
commanders: Humphry, to cevepge himself upon 
€he Irish, )aidan ambuilcade, and surprised S»00O 
bf therii, who were either kffled wounded or taken 
^soners ; ^nd this rictoir inspired him with fresh 

. Koumge, for he phinderea Ardmach and the adja- 
cent country; and when he had mgied with iiU the 
Ihty of an incensed enemy, he carried off veiy 
TaluiA>Ie spoils, 'trith which he paid and rewarded 
fifSarmy. 

The death of CionfhaoTa, the son of Mochti- 
^ghetn; Mrho liadiiHed the throne of Mun^ter for 
thirteen yeafra^ hapnened ^bout this^ time'; 'and he 
inls sueeeeded in tnegovemment bf that pfovitide 
^y ^Qttiiogh Mac Dubhdabhoirionn, who i^eized 
i!kp6ii^tlie brotKru' and prodaimed himself king. 

The Datfes^by this time were hetdtaie a texr(5r 
'liot only to the Irish, but the success of tljifeir arms 

. . gAre them power to improve their conquests atiiong 
^he Pi^ts iti Scotland, and the Wehh; the fir^ ^ 

. %hese they overcame in a battle, and sleW grestt 
.itittiibiefrs ofthett), and Roger, the soti of Molrmii), 
^ihff <if Wales, beinp terrified with the Jktifie of 
^eir victories, lelFk hts own country, and flfed- into 

- Ireland for re^ge and protection, t^hfere he itii^t 
With kn honourable reeeptiot) suitable to hi^ Qual- 
ity. These foreigners, it has been observifd, broke 
'opeh churches and ihrines, and plundered the 
dead as well as the Kvi ng, whidh was the I'eiCson 
thatthe xvlicks of.^t Collam^ OHb ^«ftie rfe^ttved 
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to Ireland; to preierve tbem ftmn injury and the* 
sacrilegtous hands of these impious barbarians* 
Lorcan Mac Laehtiia about thk time was fixed in 
the possession of the croMrs of Thamond. The 
tribe of the Dalgats inhabited this country, and 
their territories extended to the gates and walls of 
Cashe) : they had twelve canthreds in ^eir divi- 
sions^ which reached from Leim Congciilion to 
Bealacb Mot, in the county of Ossery, and from 
Mount Eachtighe to Mount Eibhiinne. This was 
a brave and martial clan, aikl it was obterved par* 
ticularly of them, that they always chose to be 
in the front of the Momonian forces when th^ 
entered an enemy's country, wfaei^e they distill* 
guished themselves with rignal courage ; and when 
they were marching homewards, and leaving the 
eomittry of the enemy, their place was in the rear ; 
so that they were exposed to the greatest dangerSr 
and were a shield tor the rest of the army, whoav 
they alwavH led on to action^ and covered in, their 
retreat. The old poet, Cormac Mac CuiUenaa^ 
gives aa exprese account of the fcraveey of tiua 
tribe n» the Knes following : 



The martial clan of the Dal^t appear 
In fronts and make the foreoMMt ranks, a^posai 
To the first fury of the enemy ; 
And when the military insCraments 
Sound a rttpBSAt Ihey last foriake the field 
And corar all the resr : these rnaitnd cfai^ 
Strai^mi to feat and fli^l, with victory 
Were ever erowad, their idl-subduing arms 
With tfeyet-failing force their javelins threjNTf. 
And scattered certain death, 

Hugh Fionnttath, monarch of Ireland, died 
without violence at Bnltm JoM^an, it) Crioeb 
Conuiil; and the pioua TfgherMCh, the mn of Mai* 
readhaidb, bishop of the same Drnim Jonafl^lan> 

TOL. H. T 
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was ab#ut the same time translated fo a better 
life. 

Flan Sionna was the succeeding king* 
g. o' He was the son of Maolseachhiin, son of 
Maolruadbna, descended from the royal 
line of Heremon, and governed the kingdom 98 
years. The mother of this prince was Lan, the 
daughter of Dungoi]» son of Feargoil, king of 
Ossery. The Irish king met with many disturb- 
ances in his reign ; for he was no sooner fixed ,in 
the thronef^ than he found it necessary to raise au 
army and invade the province of Munster.. This 
attempt was successfully prosecuted, for the pro- 
vincial troops ware unable to oppose him, so that 
the whole country lay exposed to the fury of the 
royal army, who miserably distressed the inhabi- 
tants, and carried them awi^, after they were cru- 
elly plundered, into a wretched captivity. In the* 
reign of this prince, Daniel, the son of Muires^din, 
was treacherously slain by his own followers ; and 
Fiachna, the son of . Ainbreith, son of .Hugh 
Roin, who had governed the province of Ulster 
the space of one year, left the world ; about the 
same time died Donnogh Mac Dubhaoboirunn, 
king of Munsten 

The Danes still carried oh their hostilities, and 
behaved mpre like robbers than enemies, for they 
plundered Cluain Joraird, and. Kildare suffered 
the same devastations. The celebrated fair of Tail- 
ton was proclaimed about this time by the king of 
Ireland; which was no sooner ended but Maolgu- 
ala, who had governed the province of Munster 
seven years, departed the present life. The Nor- 
ni.ans w^re now in possession of some part ^f the 
island; and |;hese foreigners fell upon Sitrick Mac- 
Jobhair, and stew him. Aidbet, king Qf Ulster^ ^ 
was i^bumimly murd^jred .by his own subjects^ 

r '....' 
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#hick occwom^d such disturbances in the pro- 
vince, that the Danes tiook advantage of their 
civil discords, and such of them as lived at Loch 
Feabbail entered Ardmach, and plundered the 
country. :In this expedition they surprised Cumas* 
gach, king ci Ulster, and his son Hugh, and 
made them- ]pnrtsoners. About this time died 
Daniel, a prince of great hoipe\ the son of Cons- 
tantine, king bf Scotland. 

Cormac Mac Cuillenan had now fixed himself 
in the * government of Munster, and reigned with 
great . conduct and moderation for seven years. 
During the reign of this prince the kingdom of 
Ireland enjoyed settled peace and tranquillity ; the 
island began to recover breath, after the calamities 
of intestine wars and foreign invasions ; the lands 
were manured and cultivated, and afforded plen* 
tiful cropsi ; and so remarkable was the happiness 
of the island at this time, that not a shepherd op 
herdsman was wanting through the whole country. 
The churches, and abbeys, and reh'gious hou3es 
began to be repaired and new built ij for these 
structures were reduced to -ruins bv the sacnle- 
gious Danes, who ravaged without distinction of^ 
places, so that nothing however solemn or sacred 
could escape their fury. Learning now revived, 
and many free schools and academies were erected, 
for the education of youth in arts and in the liberal 
sciences. Their former miseries were forgotteh 
by the inhabitants^ a hew scene appeared, and 
opened a delightful prospect of peace, happiness, 
and prosperity* 

Such was the flourishing state of the kingdom, 
when Cormac Mac Cuilleanan wore the crown of* 
Munster, that the contests and animosities between 
the petty princes were happily concluded ; inso-r 
much, that the Danes, faring tiie efTepts of tbu^ 
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jeconciliafcioQ» desisHsd from their usual hostHittes^ 
and thougb.the4e|iir^.of pkftider ttnmned^ and 
nothjng^ j(^, their savage disiiositioo abated, yet 
th^y apprehended their Uvea wem m coatintiid 
danger from the cativei^ vfao by their common 
union and friendahip were abie to drire thetfi out 
of the Icingdom ; and thereto a gr^t auanber of 
these foreigners retired to their ships of their owa 
accord, and bade adieu to tiie island- 

Cormac proposed, in erne year of his reign, to 
celebrate the festival of Easter with gieat state 
and magnificence at Cashely aad a short time 
before the holydays ho sent a messeiiger to the 
country called* Eo^nacht^ that lay near Caahel» 
to demand of the inhabitants a quantity of provi-* 
$ion, that would be sufficient for hims«|f and hia 
attendants during his stay at that place. But the 
messenger was dismissed withumfitsal; and an 
account of this rude deqial being brought to the 
generous tr^jbo of the Dailgais, they prepared wit^ 
all possible ^eed, what provisions were necessary 
for the king of Munster, and supplied his wants. 
TbiB relief was very seasonable, and was received 
by Corhiac with the most grateful acknowledg- 
Uients* The kiji^ reserved onoe more to try the 
spirit ei the people of Eoganacht, and fbi* that 
purpose ioot to tliem* to.demre that they would 
assist him with some of their best arms and horses, 
*to bestow iipcHd those strangers who should come 
to his court, according to their deserts and merits : 
and the oo^^enger was to notify, that his master 
did not doubt of their compliance, since they were 
sensible 0f the obligations they lay under, and had 
not yet paid htm the usual complfmentj^ <n* eon* 
vjnced bim of their good afiectious bv one single 
testimony of their 'liespect. The inhabitants of 
l^oganacht did not absdutely refwe to answer his * 
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ctemand, but their mafmer of complying was n 
notorious affi*ont to the king, for they mustered 
together all their old battered arms, and pickied 
out the most useless and disabled horaea £hey coiilfl 
find, an<! sent them to Caahel to the court of Cor« 
mac/ The clan of the Daiigaia wer& soon acr 
qiiaaiited with this insdent bi^viour, and chose 
a numti^ of strong able horses, with suitable equi^* , 
page^nd furniture, and presented them to tbelrag; 
^e best of their arms likewise, and a cojle^tion of 
valuable jewels, were generously ^oflSsred to his t€^ 
ceptance. Cormac received their favours with 
sincere expressions of grati]tude, and uppn the 
occasion composed the following lines; for he was 
a prince of great learnings but his genius chiefly 
inclined to poetry. 

r * 

Maj heaven protect tlie most iHustripiis tri)>$ 
Of DatigaiiB,and ponvey its choicest ble88in|;s 
Ob their posterity. This renowned €kn» 

, ' Though meek and merpifid aa nre the saiote, 

' Yet are of jcoura^0 nft to be subdued. 
Long may they Iwe in glpry and renown. 
And rake a ^tocfc of heiroes for the wprld* 

The authentic records of Ireland expressly as-' 
sert, that from the reign of Aongns, the son of 
Nadfraoch, king of Monster, tm the time of, 
Mattiiew, the son of Kennedy, Yfho likewise go-, 
verned that province, there had reigned forty^four 
princes lineally descended from Eog^n More, 4he 
son of Oilioll 01)um; and during this spaced^ 
time, it is observed, that the tribe of Daflgais had 
the possession of no more lands th,an the kingdom 
of Thuraood; but after the decease of Cormac. 
Mac Cuillenan, the succession to the crown of 
Munsler devolved upon Lorcan, who was of the 
line of Dailgais, ana governed that province tilf '. 
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his death. Th# couatrj of Thumond had a king 
of its vwn, and consisted of all the lands from 
fiBighe Dala, known otiierwise by the name of 
Bealach Mor, m Ossery, to Leim Congculton, 
in the west of Corca Baisatn. This tribe of the 
Dailgvts always took up arms in defence of the 
kings of Cashely against the provincial troops of 
Leinster, and the army of Leath Cuinn. This 
account we find recorded in a poem composed by 
O Dugan, who has related the particulars in the 
verses following t 



' The Dailgaiikm troops with glory ik^d, 
Fought for the hooour of the kiags of Catbelt 
And carried into othor provinces 
The terror of their arms. 

4 

I * 

\ 

Cormac Mac Cuillenan governed the province 
of Munster for the space of seven years^ and. ac« 
jQuired the character of a learned and just prince. 
£*ortune favoured him in all his attempts, his ene- 
mies dreaded his power, and bis subjects almost 
adored him for his virtues ; and his reign might 
have continued for many years longer, attended 
with the same glory and prosperity, had he not 
been misled and over-ruled by the advice of his 
counsellors, who put him upon destructive mea« 
sures, which robbed him or his life and crown. 
The principal nobility and gentry^pf his province 
urg^d. him forward to invade the territories of 
Leinster, and demand a tribute or chief-rent from 
the inhabitants ; and if they refused to pay their 
acknowledgments of subjection, they persuaded 
him to use violence, and immediately enter into . 
hostilities. This enterprise was not agreeable to 
the king, but upon the advice of his council, and 
particularly of Flathbhertach Mac Joamuinein». 
abbot of Inis Catha, and of the blood royal, who 



imfeted^ that the king had a just'dernhnd upoti that 
province, as it was a part of Leath Modha, he 
raised a numerous army, consisting of the flower 
of his provincial troops^ and prepared for the 
undertaking. His forces assembled at a place 
appointed, and the gently of Monster were re« 
solved to prosecute the right of their king with 
their lives and fortunes ; for they supposed he had 
a just title to this tribute, upon account of the di- 
vision that was^^oriAerly made between Modha 
Nuagatt and Conn. But the king of Mtmster 
opposed this expedition, and would have disbanded 
his troops ; for he was efidowed with a prophetic 
spirit, and foreknew that the attempt would be 
attended with an unfortunate issue, and be should 
lose his life in the action. Under these apprehen- 
sions he dehtyed his march, till overcome by the 
importunity .of his friends, he advanced towards 
the borders of .Leinster ; but before he had entered 
that province, he determined to make his ^ill and 
testament, being sensible he should never return ; 
and having prepared himelf by devotion for that 
solemn act, be left considerable legacies to uses of 
' charity, and particularly expressed his bounty to 
the principal abbeys and religious houses through- 
out the kingdom : he left an ounce of gold and 
an ounce of, silver, a horse and arms, to Druima- 
bhradh, now knowp by the name of Ard Flonaii1| 
A golden and a silver chalice, and a vestment of 
silk, he bestowed upon Lismofe. A golden and 
a silver chalice, four ounces of gold and five of 
silver, he bequeathed to Cashel. He gave to Im* 
leach Jubhair three ounces of gold and a mass 
book; this place at present is called Imly. T<x 
Glean da Loch be demised an ounce of gold and 
another of silver* Ahorse and arms, an ounce 
of gold, and a silk vestment, he bequeathed to 
Kildare. Twenty-four ounces of gold add silver 
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lie left to Ardinach; three ounces of gold he gat^tf 
to Ittis Catha ; tkree onnces of gcid and a silk 
treatment, with his royal benediction, be bestowed 
upon the successor of Mongiririd, with several 
other noble and charitable benefactions. 

This excellent prince being poeticdiljr inclinedr 
coo^posed bis last will and testament in verse, 
which msy not improperly b^ thus translated : 

8imrocii*d sway by dcsih, wUdi I pevoewe 
Agprvtedi^, (for by anjrpropiiettc skill 
I findU tbat short will be my life and reigp,.) 
I solemnly appoint* that my afliurs 
fSbati thus be settled, after ram dead ; 
Aid An I coQstitote |ny latest will. 

My golden vestmeiit for matt ssoed use 
Ordaia*d, and for tbe sernce of my Godv 
I me to the reGgious St. Sbanon 
Of lois Catha, a most hoty man. 
My thdk, whieh gave me notice of the time, 
im wm'd me iithen to oftv my dmittim» 
I leave, nor is my will tobsrev^'d» 
To Conuil of Feargus, a true friend. 
And follower of my fortune, good or bad* 
My royid robe, embroidered eer with gM% 
And sparhKng with dm vsyi of coatly jeisclii^ 
Wdl sttieed tea stale ef najea^, 
I ia bequeath ta Roscr^,. to be kept 
By Cronane with the strictest, care. My amour^ 
A|id 0oat of mail of bright and poKshed steel, 
WHi well become tbe martial king of UlMer^ 
I^Ton^pmlgiveit; and my golden cbatii 
StM tbe most pious Mudiuda etgc^. 
As a toward for all his worthy labours. 
My royal wardrobe I resolve to give 
To Mac' 6leinin at Ciuain by Uobiian* 
My IValter, which preserves the ancient nantdb 
Aa moiiuiiienls of thk my native coanuji, 
Whidb; are tiaoscrib*d w^ groat fidelitv^ 
I leave to Bonal Cashel, to be preserv*a 
I'o^ev tnnes, and ages jret to come. 
My sovl^ fisr aoercy, i commit to beav^ 
My body leave to dust and lottameai* 
May Ood his choicest store of blessin|tt8eQ4 
Upon the poori apd propagate the faiw^ 
Of Christ throttgboot the world. 



This &>tlMAe, king of MutisMr, giVM in hk 
writing^ an exaet account of the eonventioti of 
Mungairide, ad appeal's expre^Bly in that part of 
his poetical eompositioti which begins with theM 
words : '^ A ghille^ ceangatll ar loin/' where he 
expressly mentions the number of Adnks that 
were members of the six churches thai stoo^ iii 
that places There were live hundred, who were 
men of approved learning, and were appointed to 
attend the oftce of preachitig ; siii.hundred pres«- 
byter$ served in the ehoio and four hundred an^ 
cient men of exemplary piety spent their whole 
time in prayers and contemplation^ 

But to return to the design of Cormaii upon the 
province of Leinster. V/hen he had concerted 
measureSi and made the necessary prepai'ations for 
this expedition, he thought it not sufficient to 
nake his will, and settle his private affltirs^ but 
that it was his duty to provide ror his people, and 
Mgulate the point of soceession before his decease; 
for this purpose he despatched a messenger toLor<- 
can, the son of Lachtna, king of Tbumond, to 
desire the favour of a visit from him in his cam|(f 
before he passed the frontiers and entered upon 
action* This neighbouring prince came upon the 
message, and was received by Cormac with great 
tettderness] and affection. Soon after his ftmvs4 
the king of Mnnster called a council of the pi^in^f 
ctpal nobility Md gentry, and coniimandi% x)ffl- 
trers^ And leading bis royal guest by thp hand into 
the assembly, he to}d them, that he Ajpnrehended 
the expedition he had undertalcen would be flititl 
to himielf ^ and tKerelbre to prevent all tumults, 
and defeat the pretensions of contending fuctionsi, 
lie thought himself obliged to settle the succession 
before h^ decease ; and for that purpose he de^ 
^^tA befoi^ the nobility of Siol £ogain, who 
were chiefly concertied, that he demised the crown 

VOL. !!• z 
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of funster to Lorcan, king of Thumond, whose 
indisputable right it was, and persuaded them to 
ratify his nomination, and accept him for tlieir 
king. He did not think proper to bind them to 
this convention hy oath not to withdraw their alle* 
giance from the king of Thumond; which was the 
reason, it is supposed, that after the death of Cor* 
mac his designation was rejected by the nobility 
and gentry, who, by election, placed another prince 
upon the throne of Munster ; though it is evident, 
that I^orcan, king of Thumond^ was the apparent 
successor in the government of that province, in 
conformity to the last will and tf stapient of Oilioll 
OUum, who ordained that the crown of Munster 
should descend alternately to the posterity of Fiar 
chadh Muillea^han and th^ royal family of Cormac 
Cas. 

Th^ provincial troops of Munster being assem* 
bled, Cormac, attended by Flathbhertach Mac 
Jonmuinein, abbot of Inis Catha, who was the 
principal propnoter of this war, advanced at the 
head of an army towards the borders of Leinster ; 
but, before he passed the boundaries, he sent a 
herald tp the king of Leinster, to demand a yearly 
tribute ^s a testimopy of subjection, which he in- 
sisted upon as his right, as that province 'Waa 
a part of Leath Modha* If the king of Leinster 
was not prepared tp answer his chief-rent in ready 
money, the messenger was to require hostages for 
th^ security of the payment, and upon refusal, to 
(denounce war. The king of Munster halted in the 
expectation of the return* of the herald, and in 
that interval an unfprtunate accident happened^ 
that was of fatal consequence to the army of Muns- 
ter ; for Flathbhertach Mac Jonmuinein, abbot 
of Inis Catha, who, though in orders, was a per- 
son of courage and warlike disposition, mounted 
^is horse, with a design to ride through the ranks 
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ancJ take a view of the camp ; but the horse being 
frighted, fell into a deep ditch with the rider upon, 
the back of him, wjiich was understood by the 
soldiers to be an unfortunate omen, and filled their 
minds with such impressions of fear, that many of 
them, despairing of success, resolved not to wait 
for the event, but withdrew from the camp ancf 
returned home. ' 

The herald returned to the king of Munster^ 
and brought with him ambassadors, who were Cbrai 
missioned by Carrol, the son of Muifeagain, and 
the nobility of Leinster, to propose a treatj and 
cessation of arms till it took effect. They were 
to insist, that hostilities should cease on both sides, 
and that the country should be freed from the 
apprehensions of war till the month of May fol- 
lowing. To induce the king of Munster to attend 
to these conditions, and accept them, they brought 
with them a large sum of money, and a quantity 
of choice jewels, and other presents of value, to 
offer him, and soften him into compliance. This 
treaty began in the first fortnight of harvest; and 
to convince the king of- Munster, that the king of 
Leinster was sincerely inclined to peace, he or- 
ilered his ambassadors to promise, that hostages 
should be placed in the hand of the abbot of Di^ 
seart Diarmuda, until matters were brought to sk 
conclusion. ' Nor did the king of Leinster for- 
get to send a noble present to Flathbhertach^ be- 
ing sensible what interest he had with the king of 
Munster, who would enter into any measures upon 
his recommendation. But this abbot, who ought 
to have been the minister of peace, was the great 
incendiary, and was not to be mollified into pthet 
sentiments. For when the ambassadors of Leins* 
ter were admitted to audience,, and had made pro* 
posals, notwithstanding the king of Munster, who 
dreaded the consequences of the war, was disposed 
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to accept the conditions^ and to prevent bloodshed^ 
and with great condescension desired the concur* 
reQC9 of Flathbhertach in his opinion, yet the pas* 
sionate and implacable abbot could not be brought 
into any pacific, measures^ but resolved to push on 
the war at all baiiards : and proceeded so far in his 
fesentment against the ambassadors» that he in- 
solently upbraided the king of Munster with cow* 
^rdice, and told him to his face, that the paleness 
pf his complexion evidently betrayed his want e^ 
courage; and used many other aggravating expres* 
sions, reflecting upon the conduct and personal 
bravery of the king. But Conpac thought fit tQ 
overlook the afiront, and replied mildly, with great 
sedatenesst that his aversion to the war was not the 
eiiect of fe$ir, but [uroceeded from the sense he 
had of the consequences that would inevitably at> 
tend the expedition, which he was convinced 
would be fatal to his own life » foiv ^y^ he^ I am 
assured that I shall not survive the fi^ battle^ dm4 
perhaps your rashness and precipitMcy will like- 
wise prove your destruction. 

Auer this conversation with the abbo^ the kiqy 
retired to his tent, with very disconsolate and 
melancholy impressions upon his mind, and admit-^ 
ting none init kis chief favourites into his prfs^ni^q^ 
they persuaded him not to oppress himieif with 
grief, but to support bis spirits, and refresh him* 
« self with what^ uie circumstances of the place 
would affor4. Accordingly a basket of apples was 
brov^ht before him^ which he distributed amoQif 
those ths^t were present;^ but with . this afflktiqg 
prediction, that his death was at no gre^t distaaccb 
and ^hat he should sot have an ofiportunity df 
dividing his £ivaurs of thjs kind among tlies(> more* 
The company, surprised and d^ected at this i^ 
prcssion of the king^ were overcome with softron^ 
and dreaded the ev(^ of the war i for they W€^ 
sensible that Cormac had an insight into futurity. 



particularly wh^i^ himself waa immediately goH'^ 
cemed i and that no unfortunate accident happen** 
ed to hiin» through hia whole life» but what he 
particularly foretdd before it fell out» tliough^ it 
waa not in his power to prevent it. 
^ Cormac ordered every man out of his presence* 
and resolved to spend what time he had to tipare 
£rom public affairs in piety and exercises of devo^ 
tion } and thelietter to prepare himself for his di&* 
fp}ution» which he foresaw was apfuroaching, he 
tent for his confessor, whose name was ComhgoIU ^ 
a person of great judgment and exemplary ho\u 
nessy with a design to confess his sins and receive 
the absolution of the church* He likewise made 
some alterations in his wilU^ and particularly added 
a codicil, that related to his funeral and the plac'e 
of his interment. But though be was certain that 
he should be slain in the engagement with the king 
^ Leinster, yet he had that regard for the happi* 
nesa of his people, that he commanded those to 
whom he had communicated the secret, not to 
divulge it among the army» lest the soldiers should 
he intimidated ; for he desig^d to sell his life at 
a dear rate> amd if possible to secure a victory to 
his subjects. His body, if it could be recovered 
from the en^ar, he ordered to be buried at Cluato 
Umha } er if that could not be Obtained, he would 
be interred at Diseart Diarmuda, for which place 
he had a great respect, bemuse be raided there 
fy€ JioWe years in \m youthi aini received his Qdn- 
fiajtion; but Cluain Umha he designed for the 
fepoMtory of hia bones, if his people could convey 
Um thither, because Mac Leimhnin was buried 
thereu Xet fcbis part of the king's will was disagree- 
ehle to a hoi^ and re%iaus person, whose name 
was MeoQach, who h^d a particular veneraition 
£k Oisqart I>ianoud% and endeavoured tp honour 
ii wi^ tlie in|^rmenti of the king's bed; i be^au^ 
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there was a convent of monks under the govern^' 
ment of Combgoll, and Maonach likewise exer<- 
cised some share of authority in the monasteFy, 
being the confessor of Combgoll at this time. 
This Maonach was a person of distinguished 

■piety, and of a merciful and compassionate dispo- 
sition, that inclined him to peace, and preventing 
the shedding of Christian blood; and therefore he 

- used all possible endeavours to he;al the breach, 
and prevail with the king of Munster to desii^ 
from the prosecution of the war, and accept of 
the conditions offered by the nobility of Leinster ; 
and as an argument to dissuade the king from his 
expedition, he assured him, that Flann, the son 
of Maolseachluin, king of Ireland, was followed 
by a number of brave troops, and was now at the 
royal palace of Leinster, with a design to defend 
and vindicate the clEiuse of that provii)ce; and 
therefore it would be prudence and policy to admif 
of the honourable terms proposed, to receive the 
hostages as preliminaries of a treaty, and not to 
enter upon hostilities on either side, rather than to 
persist and refer the matter to the decision of the 
sword and the uncertain issue of a battle. This 
representation was well received by the king and 
many of his Momonian forces; and had that effect 
upon some of the soldiery, who dreaded the united 

fower of the king of Ireland and the people of 
<einster, that they left the camp out of fear and 
discontent, and returned home. Those who re- 
. mained declared in favour of peace, and thought 
the terms that were offered ought liot to be denied, 
especially considering the quality of the hostages, 
who were persons of no less a rank than two young 
princes, the son of the king pf Lieinster^ and a son 
of the king of Ossery :' and to shew with what un- 
. willingness the army followed the king in this un- 
dertaking, they murmured in a mutinous mgnner 
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against Flathbhertach Mac Jonmuinein ; and 
charged him with being the fomenter of the differ, 
ence between the two provinces, and exclaimed 
against him as the author of all the miseries that 
might be tlie consequence of the war. 

But the abbot of Inis Catha had that command- 
ing influence over the king's council^, that he de- 
termined . to prosecute the war wj^h vigour, and 
accordingly gave ordera to the anny to march. 
He directed his course eastwards to mount Mairge, 
and came to the bridge of Leithglin, called other- 
wise by the name of Loghlin. The baggage and 
the spare horses of the army were sent before, and 
Tiobruide, the religious successor of Aoilbhe, with 
a number of clergy^ halted at this bridge till the 
king with his Mbmonians arrived and joined them. 
Prom hence the army advanced, with trumpets 
sounding and colours flying, and came to a place 
called Magh Ailbhe, where he marked out a camp 
and fortified himself by the side of a wood, ex- 
pecting the enemy. Here he drew up his men in 
order of battle, and divided them into three parts 
under three several comitoanders. The abbot 
Flathbhertacl) Mac Jonmuinein, and the king of 
Ossery, commanded the first battalion ; Cormac 
Mac Cuilleanan commanded the second ; and the 
third was under the conduct of an experienced 
general, Cormac Mac Mothly, king of the Dei- * 
sies. The battle was agreed to be fought in the ^ 
plains of Magh Ailbhe, where the army of Muns- 
ter stood prepared to receive the enemy ; but their 
courage began to fail them before tliey engage- 
ment, for they were terrified with the account 
they heard of the numbers they were to fight with, 
>vhtch, as some authors assert, were at least five 
to one, and consisted of the choicest and best dis- 
ciplined troops in the kingdom. 
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The Lagonian^ or the army of Lmnster/ a^ 
vanced widi the assurance of victory, atid h^g&n 
tlie fight ; they relied upon their number^t and 
their personal bravery, and fdl on with sudi irre*' 
^stible furY> that the forces of Muoster could not 
4tand the first charge, or resist the impression of 
the enemy, but fled out of the field, which was 
covered with dead bodies ; for the defeat w^l 
attended with dreadful slaughter^ and great num- 
bers were killed in the pursuit. 

This general rout was in a great measure owing 
lo two unfortunate accidents in the beginning m 
the battle. The one was, a treacherous and cow- 
ardly action of Ceilliochair, the brothi6r of Cean« 
geagan, a former kiiig ,of Munster, who rode 
through the Momonian ranks, and being averse 
from the beginning to the prosecution of this war^ 
' addressed himself aloud to the soldiers, persuading 
them to save themselv^ by flight, for they would 
surely be cut to pieces ; and fixing the odium of 
this undertaking upon the rashness of the abbot of 
Inis Catha, be advised them to secure their live^ 
and leave those who occasioned the war to stand 
the issue of it, and fight it out by themselves* 
After this haransue he clapt spurs to his horse, and 
galloped out of the field ; and the soldiers were 
so dis{)irited with what he had offered, that they 
threw down their arms, and at the first charge 
quitted their posts and shifted for themselves. The 
other misfortune that occasioned the defeat wa% 
the cowardice of Ceallach Mac Carrol, who had 
a principal command in the army of Mtmster t 
this officer, amazed and sliocked at the dreadful 
slaughter of his men, rodo oat of the field with 
full speed, ordering bis men to provide for tbein- 
selves, and follow his example before it was too 
late, and the enemy prevented their retreat. They 
complied with this advice, and instantly fled. 
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which so discouraged the rest of the army, thiat 
the defeat beqame universal, and more were slain 
in the pursuit than fell in the engagement, which 
was hyt of short continuance ; for uie Montionian 
troops were not able to stand against the first im- 
pression of the enemy^ so that the blpodshed was 
dreadful, and th6 officers and the clergy were cut 
^ off in great numbers, without quarter or distinc- 
tion ; and if any person of rank escaped after the 
first fury of the soldiers was abated, he wasgavedf 
not froni a principle of humanity and colnpassion, 
but for the sake of a large sum of money expected, 
for his ransom. . 

Cormac Mac Cuillenan, though convinced of 
the certainty of his death, behaved with signal 
bravery at the h^ad of his troops, and exposed 
himself, not out of despair, but from a principle 
of true courage, in the front of the battle ; but 
in the disorder of the fight his hprse fell into a pit, 
and threw him, ^ He was much brijiised with the 
fall, andT)eing unable to rise, it was his fortune to 
be seea by some of his own troops, that were pre- 
cipitately flying out of the field, who remounted 
him upon a fresh horse with some difficulty, and 
left him to provide for His life. The king, by 
chance, espied one of his favourites, whom he 
much esteemed for his learning and other accom* 
plishments, making towards him ; and understand'- 
ing by him that his army was broken in pieces, 
and the slaughter of his troops almost incredible,. 
he commanded this loyal person, whose name was. 
Hugh, and who promised never to abandon him, 
but to share with him in all his misfortunes, to 
take care of his own safety, and not to vertture 
himself in his companv, which would be his inev- 
itable destruction; for his enemies, he was sensible, 
would. give no quarter, and he had but a few mo- 
ments to live. It was with great regret that his 
vpf*. Ik 2 a 
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orders Were obeyed by this gentlemskn, who na 
sooner left the king, but his horse; attempting to 
climb a steep aiscent, that was exceeding slippery 
with the blood of the slain, made a false step, and 
tumbled with the rider down the hilt \ and by that 
accident broke the king's nepk and his back-bone» 
so that he died upon the spot. Thus Was bis pre* 
diction accomplished, and he did tlbt suririve the 
action of the day. His body being found aMdng 
the dead, by some soldiers pf the enemy, they had 
ho regard to the dignity of bis person, but inhu- 
manly itaangled and thrust it through with their 
lances, and then cut off the head, which they car- 
ried away with them in triumpb. This unfortu- 
hate prince, if providence had thbught fit, seemed 
to have deserved i better fate ; for he wa^ ft per- 
son of exemplary life and consummate pi^ty, as 
tnay be concluded by his behaviour in the last tno^ 
Ihent of his tife, which ended with this devout 
ejaculatibtl ; ^* Into thy hands, O God, I commit 
** my spirit.** 

Hanmer the historian, in his chronicle Attempts 
to impose upon the World with a falsehood) for he 
assertis that Cormac Mac CuiUenan, and Carliol, 
king of Leinster, were killed ih an diigagi^tnetat 
with the Danes, ih the year of our i^demptit^h 
$05 ; but this writer has notoriously mist&kfea th^ 
fact, for Cormac hdtber lost his life in that ihfttl^ 
rter, nor wer6 the f)anes any way coheembd iti 
that action; but the battle was fought, ahd tht 
victory obtained by JPlanh Sionna, thonHith dt 
Ireland, who assisted the forces of Lfeinste'^i as 
appears expressly by the history khoWn by l^ft 
name of Beallach Mu^na, which relates that Cdf- 
maq Mac CuiUenah flight braVety Among i&d 
thickest of the dnemy, and lost hiis lil^ by a fldl 
from hrs horse ; and gives a particular adcouttt of > 
the principal person^ on both sides, that fell ih thi^ 



Miction of thjit day. Affong the slain Was Ceallach 
Mac Carraly tlie valiant king of Osser^t and hia 
son^ a prince of promising, hopes } many of the 
nobility of Ireland lo^t their lives, ^nd npuiberi^ of 
superior officers and eminent clergy perished. 
Fogartach Mac Suibhne, kins of Kerry, QilioU 
Mac Eogain, a gentleman of unblemished rrau*. 
tatioQ, and Colman, the religious abbot of din- 
neity, left their bodies among the dead* This 
holy person was lord chief justice of Ireland, and 
sat upon the bench, and administered the laws 
with great honour to himself and advantage to hisi 
country* It is impossible to relate the particular 
names of all who fell in this battle, but these 
following personages are transmitted to us ; Cor* 
mac, king of Deisies, Dubhagaq, king of Fear- 
muigh, Cionnfaola, king of Jobh Connell, Aid* 
bin, king of Aidhne,* who was an exile in the 

Province of Munster, Hiigh, king of O Liathan^ 
>aniel, king of Dun Cesgrmna, Conna Hadair of 
Aineislis in Uidirreadh MaoImiiiulh» Madagan. 
Dubhdabhuirrionn, Connal Fearadhach, and many 
others, who are not delivered to the notice of po3h 
terity. The most eminent commanders in the 
army of the king of Ireland, and of the provincial 
troops, to whose courage was owing the slaughter 
and defeat of the Momonians^ were Flann Sion*, 
lia, monarch (^ Ireland, Carrol Mac Muireagain, 
king of Leinster, T^ige Mac Faolain, king of 
Cinnseallach, Teimeinean, king of Deagadh, Ceal- 
lach and Lorcan, the two kings of Cinneal^ In<f 
neirge, the son of D^bhgioUa, king of O Drona . 
Fallomhar, the son of OilioUa, king of Fotharta- ' 
fea, Tuathal, the son of Ughpire, kinp; of O Muir* 
eadhaig, Odhran Mac Kennedy, king of Leix^ 
Maoicalann, son of Feaighoile, kiqg pi Fortuath, 
and Cleircin, king of O Bairce, and many other 
nrincea and noble personages who distinguished 
t^^q^vea i9 the action of that day. 
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Flann Sionna, king of Ireland, when he had 
refreshed his troops after this victory, marched 
into Osseiy with a numerous and princely retinue, 
to place Diarmuid Mac Carrol upon the throne 
of that petty kingdom, which became vacant by 
the decease of Ceallach Mac Carrol, his brother, 
who was slain in the above battle, and was tribu- 
tary to Cormac Mac Cuillenan, king of Muns- 
ter and Xeath Moclha. Here the soldiers brought 
the head of Cormac to the king, apd laid it at his 
feet, Expecting a great reward for the service they 
had doiie ; but Flann Sionna was a generous ene- 
my, and instead of applauding and giving them a' 
gratuity for the action, he upbraided them with 
cruelty and inhumanity for violating the law of 
natiohs^ which forbids mangling and stabbing of^ 
the dead, and commanded them from his presence 
as barbarous ruffians, who bad no more veneration 
for the dignity and majesty of a king than for a 
common enemy. The head was left,( and the king 
of Ireland, with difficulty refrainiiig fi^om tears, 
took it lip in his IVand, and kissed it, lamenting 
the instability of human greatness, andtheuntimely 
fate of so religious a prince and so venerable a 
prelate. He then gave strict orders for the body 
to be searched after; and to be interred as his wiu 
appointed. Maonach, the confessor of Comhgall, 
bad the royal relicks committed to his care, who 
removed them with great solemnity to Diseait 
Diarmada, where they were interred. as became Iris 
character. 

Therkirig of Ireland having fixed Diarmuid Mac 
Carrol in the throne of Ossery, without opposition, 
after he was proclaimed and crowned with the 
usual ceremonies, and reconciled some small dis- 
imtes that arose between that prince arid his bro- 
tjiers, returned with his army to his own royal pal- 
ace. He received in'ost grateftil ackrifowledgmehts 
from the king of Leinster, for his assistance j who . 
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also returned with his forces into his own pro- 
vince, laden with spoils, and followed by a number 
of prisoners of the first quality. 

Carrol, the son 6f Muireagein, ting of Leins- 
teri directed his march towards Kildare, where he 
arrived with many prisoners of note of the Mo-"' 
monians ; and among the rest, the author of this 
rash and unnecessary war, Flathbhertach Mac 
Jonmuinem, abbot of Inis Catha, was led in tri- 
umph among the captives. The clergy of Leins- 
ter weVe so enraged at his conduct, that they up- 
braided him with being the fomenter bf the diA^- 
sions between the two provinces, * and the cause of 
all the bloodshed on both sides; and they prosecu* 
ted their resentment with that violence, that tho 
ilnfortunate abbot was closely imprisoned and se- 
verely used, so long as Carrol, king of Leinster, 
lived ; after whose decease he was discharged, and* 
obtained his liberty.' . . 

About a year after the decease of this provin- 
cial prince, Muirionn, the pious abbess of St. 
Bridget, was so concerned about the safety of this 
abbot, that though he was released from his im- 
prisonment and received his, pardon, yet sl\& appre- 
hended he might be set upon by the enraged popu^ 
lace, and his life endangered, and therefore, for 
his security, she. prevailed with , a number of the 
jtioit religious clergy, to proctire a guard for him 
till 'he arrived at a place called Magh Nairb ; from 
thence he pame to Munster, arid retiring to his 
monastery of Iqis Catha, he* spent some time there ' 
in great devotion and exemplary practice of holi- 
ness, till the death of Dubhlachtna, tBe son of 
Maolguala,. who governed the province of Muns- 
ter for seven years after the decease of Cormac Mac 
Cqillenan. By the de«th of this king the throne 
of Munster. became vacant, and this abbot was 
removed from his retirement' at Inis Catha, to 



admjiniiter the gow^mmeni of ^bat province^ ivhick . 
he held for many ^eara ^ith great applause ; and 
notwithstanding his want of ppUo^^ with regard to 
the invasicoi of Leinster, be proved a sobex and 
discreet princes and was possessed not only of the. > 
cpBdmand but of the afiections of his people* The 
tjrai^sactiqns above-mentioned staqd upon record 
in a very ancient treatise of Cluain Aidhnach Fi* 
oniian» in Leii(, where tiierparticulars of the bat* 
tie of Beallach Mugna are related at large. It is 
a poetical composition of a learned person called 
Dalian, who was retained as principal historiogra- 
pher to Cearbhal, king of L^hiister. . This writer 
gives an e:^press account of the number of the 
slain, as well officers as soldiers, who perished in 
that engagement; the beginning only of the poem 
shall be inserted in this place, because it would be 
too prolix to translate the whole, especially con- 
sidering that the names of the most eminent nobiU 
ity have been already taken jiotice of. The lines 
^ carry ^ii$ sense ; 

The valiant Cormac^ Felmliln, aQd Fogaitachj 
And the renowned Colman Ceallach, 
With six thousand of the Best provincial U'oops, 
Were slain engaging in thebloody fidUts 
Of Mugna. 

Niall Glundubh succeeded in the throne 
Q19 ^^^^'^°^* He was the son^f Hugh Fi^ 
^ * onnliath, son of Niall Caille, descended 
from the royal line of I^eremon, and reigned mo- 
narch of the island three years. Tins prince re* 
estal^lished the celebrated fair of Tailton, which 
had been omitted for some time : and the Danes 
attempting to disturb the states were overthrown 
by hiin in a pitched battle, at Loch da Chaocb, . 
iQ the province of Ulster* In this engagement a 
great nuoiber of foreignOTS were flain; out they 
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did not fkll unrevenged, for the Irish, though 
Victorious, suffered great loss, and some of theit 
best troops perished in the action. In the reigd 
of this monarch, the Lagonians, or the inhabitants 
of Leinster, encountered the Danes with their pro>- 
Vincial forces, but they were totally routed by the 
bravery and conduct of Jomhair, an experienced 
commander of the enemy, at.Ceannfuaid, and 
left 600 of their best soldiers dead upon the spot. 
In this bloody action, Mac Muireagin, king 
of East Liffy, was slain; and with him fell the 
Valiant Ughaire, the soti of Oifiolla, and Mogroin, 
the son of Kennedy, king of the Comanns and 
Leix, and many renowned generals, whose names 
are now lost to posterity. > 

About this time it was that Oittir, a very able 
and accomplished general of the Danes, attempted 
ah invasion upon the kingdont of Scotland ; far 
that purpose he transported a body of choice troops 
itom Loch da Chaoch, and landed in that coun- 
try ; but upon his arrival he met with a warm re- 
ception fh>m Cuas, the son of Hugh, who fell upon 
him with a fury not t6 be resisted, forced the 
Panes to retire to theiir ship^ after a terrible 
riatighter, and dbliged them to return without 
tiieir captain, who met his fate in the first heat of 
tile action. 

Bw Niall Glundubh, the king of Ireland, was 
not 80 successful in repelling these foreigners, who 
landed a numerous army on the island, conducted 
by Sttrie, and the sons ot Jomhair. Upon their, 
arrival, they plundered and distressed the people 
with incredible oppressions, and among other mc* 
4i6tee%^ ther made an Attefhpt upon the city of 
IhjibUn, and took it sword in hafid. Niall, alarmed 
at these hostilities, resolved to oppose the progresn 
dP the proud Danes, and collecting with the uU 
mbtt expedition dll the forces of Leath Cuin, gave 
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them batde ; but the foreign army, embal4ened 
bv tlieir conquests, received the charge with great 
courage^ ^ aud falling on with terrible fury> broke 
through the Irish troops, and gave them a gene- 
ral defeat; the pursuit was hot and bloody, and 
in the flight great numbers were cut oif, for tlie 
victors resolved to give no quarter. In the engage? 
ment fell Niall Glundubh, king of Ireland, and 
Connor Mac Maolseachluin, prince of Ireland ; 
and there followed them into the other world, 
Hug^ Mac Eochagain,..king of Ulster, Maolmi- 
thig, son of Flanagan, Icing ot Brea^, Maolcraoibhe 
O Dubsionna, Kiogh Oirgial, wi^ many more 
illustrious personages, who had the principal com* 
mand in the Irisli army, and chose rather to die 
in the field of honour than survive the liberty and 
freedom of their country* 

Donough was the succeeding monarch. 
. g-.' He was the son of Flann Sionna, descended 
' from the royal stock of Heremon, and go-* 
verned the kingdom thirty years. The mother of 
this prince was Gormflath^ the daughter of Flann, . 
son of Conning, and his reign was made memora-; 
ble by many signal transaction^. 

This king sat upon the throne of Ireland wheui 
Ceallachan, the son of Buadhachain, but more 
commonly known by the name of Ceallachan Ca- 
shel, began fa$s government over the two provinces 
of Munster, and wore that provincial crown for 
ten years. But he met with opposition with regard * 
to his succession in that throne, which was like to 
be attended with fatal consequences, but was at. 
length happily overcome; for Kennedy Mac Lor« 
can, a prince of formidable interest in. that couq- . 
try, designed to lay claim to that province, and for 
that purpose came as far as Gleanamhuin with af 
nufnerous retinue, to treat with the nobility and 
gentry of Munster about the point of succeasioQ^ . 
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Thp throne of that province was vacant at this 
time, and the proposals of Kennedy were near 
taking effect ; but the mother of Ceallachan, a 
lady o£ great prudence, and much esteemed by 
the people, fearing that her son should be exclu- 
ded, and Kennedy proclaimed king, resolved to 
use her utmost efforts to secure the succession in 
her family, which had a just claim, but were una- 
ble to support their pretensions "with a military 
force ; and therefore boldly addressing herself to 
Kennedy, and expostulating with him about the 
injustice of his design, she told him, that he was 
bound by the agreement made many years before 
between Fiacbadh Muilleathan and Cormac Cas, 
wherein it was stipulated, that the government of 
Munster should descend alternately to their res- 
pective families; and the right being in her son, 
she desired that he would not violate the contract 
of his ancestors, and seize upon a crown by usur- 
pation, which he could have no just pretence to. 
This transaction is recorded in an ancient poem, 
and the lines may not improperly be rendered 
thus : 



Most noble Kennedy, let no injustice 

Derive a blemish on your princely name ; 

Consider the most solemn contract madq 

By the brate Fiacfaadh and Cormac Cas, 

lliat Munster sh6uld alternately be ruled « 

By thesuccessrre heirs of both their families*'^ 

The \ representation of this princess had its de- 
sired effect ; for Kennedy, overcome by the jus- 
tice of it, and conscious of the defect in his own 
title, relinquished his pretensions peaceably, and 
Ceallachan was acknowledged and proclaimed king 
of Munster. But notwithstainding he had posses- 
sion of .the government, the Danes disturbed his 
reign with frequent incursions ; and when these 
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fpr^'gners perceived that they could not carry on 
their design^ by force, they had recourse to treaeh^ 
ery, and Were $o successful, as by stratagem to 
seize upon Ceallachan and take him prisoner ; but 
his captivity was of no long continuance, for he 
soon obtained his freedom by the victoiious arms 
of the Eugenians and Dailgaisians, who were re- 
served to recovei him out of the hands of the 
Danes, or perish in the attempt. 

This provincial prince and his hardy Momo- 
nians, inspired with revenge, engaged these fo- 
reigners in many^ battles, and fought them with 
^ihat auccess, that' they found it proper to abandon 
the province of Munster, and look out for new 
aettlements^i But the Danes still retained an afifee- 
tion for their old possessions, and finding them- 
selves too weak to be reinstated by force o^ anna» 
they betook themselves to their uaual ^^cpk and 
formed a design no base and treacherous m itself, 
that history can hardly parallel it, and deserves 
£rom us f particular relation* 

At this time the Danes were under the coai- 
mand of Sitric, the son of Turgesius, that cruel 
usurper, whose name alone was a terror to the 
Irish. This general, the son of that tyrant, having 
first taken the advice of his council, sent a messen- 
ger to Ceallachan,, king of Munsteri to notify to 
him his sincere inclinations t<k peace and a good 
understanding and eorrespendence between them ; ^ 
and as a testimony of his integrity and respect, he 
ofiered him hir siater the princess*royal of Den- 
mark, in marriage, who was a lady of eonamsi- 
msAe virtue and unexceptionable beauty* He 
would oblige kiraself also, not to invade or diaturb 
his government io Munster, and promised that 
he would Withdraw faii» forces, put an end ta bis 
hostilities, and for the fiitore not onty make no 
attempt upon hii| crown^ but enter into a leagtie 
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offensive mA defensive, mutually to assist each 
other against their enemies ; and to give a sanction 
to these proposals, he engaged to send him suitable 
hostages, ivhose safety and quality would oblige 
him to the execution of them. 6ut Sitric had 
no intention to contract his sister to the king of 
Munster j his design was to murder him and his 
retinue upon the night the marriage was to b^ so- 
lemnized^ and then sei:2:e upon his crown. To 
support his interest after the commission of this 
execrable fact, and the better to establish himself 
in that province, he communicated this cruel re- 
solution to Donnogh, the son of Flann Sionna, 
^ing of Iceland ; who, instead of starting at the 
attempt, encouraged it, and applauded the treach- 
erous Dine, and promised him his friendship and 
alliance after the execiitlon ; for it must be ob- 
served, that the king of Ireland was at that time 
an enemy to the king of Munster, because he re- 
fused to pay his contributions and chief rents ; 
and by this means he thought he ^ould get rid of 
a troublesome neighbour, who disputed his author- 
ity, and denied him the homage and testimonies of 
subjection which his predecessors laid claim to. 

The messenger of Sitric being introduced to 
Ceallachan, delivered the proposals, and that un- 
fortunate prince fell into the snare that was laid 
for him by pne of his most inveterate enemies ; 
for when tie was told of the contract with the 
young princess, he was transported with the news ; 
the fam6 of this young lady's beauty, her virtue and 
other accomplisj^ents having reached his ears 
long before, arid he had conceived a passion before 
he had seen her. He suspected nothing of the 
design, and being of an amorqus disposition, re- 
turned his compliments to Sitric, and promised he 
would make him a visit with all possible expedition. 
Accordingly very noble and expotisive preparation* 



,: \ 



190 THE GENERAL HISTORY. 

v^ere made for this journey; he was to be attended 
with a splendid retinue, and a. princely equipage, 
and to be followed by his body guards and the 
choicest . of his troops, in order to conduct the 
princess into his province with the state and mag- 
nificence that became her birth and quality. 

But Kennedy, the prince of North Munster, 
hearing of the design of Ceallachan, and that he 
intended tO| take with him his choicest forces, and 
to leave the province of Munster unguarded, and 
open to the incursions of any who would attempt 
to invade it, represented the imprudence of this 
resolution, and how dangerous it was to leave the 
country without defence; and by his advice, and 
the strength of his reasons, dissuaded tne king 
from his purpose, who altered his measures, and 
appointing a sufficient force to secure the province, 
began his journey, attended by the young prince 
Dunchuan, the son of Kennedy, and followed 
only by his body guards. He continued his jour- 
ney with quick marches, and soon arrived within 
sight of Dublin. 

It happened that Sitric, the Danish general, 
had married an Irish lady, whose name was Mor- 
ling, and daughter of Hugh Mac Eochaidh* 
This princess, hearing that Ceallachan, king of 
Munster, was upon his journey to acomplish the 
marriage rites with the princess-royal of Denmark,, 
and arrived almost as far as Kilmainham, near 
Dublin, was somewhat surprised at it; and fof 
satisfaction freely expostulated with Sitric, her 
husband^ what could induce him to bestow his 
sister in maxriage upon the provincial prince, who 
was a professed enemy to the Danish race, and had 
destroyed so many of the principal nobility and 
gentry of his country. iSitric,.with great freedom,- 
discovered his design, and replied, that he was. 
urged on by revenge to invite the king of Munster 
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to Dublin ; for he would disappoint him of his nup- 
tial pleasures with his sister, aqd, when he had him 
in his power, he was resolved to sacrifice him to 
the ghosts of those renowned Danes he had des- 
troyed. His wife was astonished at the barbarity 
of this action, especially since Ceallachan was 
appointed to be the victim; for she had entertained 
a very . tender esteem for that prince, and was 
perfectly in love with him from the time she by 
chance- saw him at Waterford, but. had the pru- 
dence not to discover ber concern, and appeared 
before her husband to approve of his design, and 
outwardly encouraged him in the execution of it 
But the next morning she rose much earlier than, 
usus^l, and being sensibly that Cealladian was 
upon the road to Dublin, she conveyed herself 
wi^h great privacy out of iJie town, and took upi 
her standing, in a convenient place by which the 
king of Munster was to pass. Here she discovered 
herself to him, and, declaring the particulars of 
the . conspiracy that was formed against- his life, 
advised him to retire with the. utmost speed, and 
provide for his own safety and that of his followers* . 
He was amazed and confounded with the intelli- 
gence, and expressing, himself in a grateful man-* 
ner.tothe lady for her information, he took leave 
of her, and turning about made the best of his 
way to Munster. But Sitric had taken care to 
prevent his retreat ; . for he had lined the hedges 
with armed Danes^ and laid so many ambushes 
in Ills way, that it; was impossible for him to escape. 
Ceallachan and his retinue found themselves sur- 
rounded with enemies, who galled them on all 
sides, and did great execution. The king of Muns- 
ter ordered his men to fall on, and defend them- 
selves against the treacherous Danes ; and a des- 
, perate conflict began, in which many of the prin- 
cipal of the Momonians were ,slain. The Danes 



193 THE GtmHAt HTftTORT 

• ^ 

likewise suffered exceedingly in the action^ and 
must have given way to the superior courage of 
the king's guards, had they not been ^j^rted by 
fresh supplies from thd city^ which renewed the 
fight, and ' at length, after a tenible slaughter^ 
detained a complete victory. ' In this engagement' 
CeaUi^haa, king of Munsteri and ,Dutichuan> son 
of Kennedy, were taken prisoners, ^ after a long 
and resolute resistance ; and the ]>anes> after they 
had stripped and plundered the dead, returned 
with their royal captives in tritimph to the city of 
Dublin. Here they were confined but a short 
time, and were removed under a strong guard to 
Ardmach, where they were imprisoned with great 
strictness imd severity; and nine Danish noblemeoi 
of the quality of Earls, were appointed to torn* 
Aland a strong body of troopis^ whose business 
was to secure these prisoners, so that it was impos^ 
ttUe for them to escape* 

The forces of Munster, that had the good for* 
tune to save themselves by fifgbti returned home^ 
where they related the treachery of the Danes; 
and brought the intelligence of the captivity of 
their Ifing^ and the death of mahy of his followers 
who perished by the ambuscade. This account 
alarmed Uie whole province, but more particalarly 
affected Kennedy, prince of Munsteri who was 
deputed regent of the country, and had the sole 
management of public af&irsin the absence of the 
king. He was so incensed at the baseness of the 
act, and concerned at the captivity of bis son, 
that he resolved to take ample satis&ction of those 
treacherous foreignersi and rescue the prisoners 
at all events i for this putpose he summoned toge*- 
ther the provincial troops^ and making the batta- 
liom complete by fresh recruitSj he provided a for« 
midsble army by land; and to accomplish his 
design with greater certumiy, he fitted out a fleet 



of ships, and maimed it with able seamen, that he 
might make sure of btfi rev^eoge, and attack the 
enemy at once by sea and land. The command of 
the army was committed to the conduct of a brave 
and experienced general, Donnofch Mac Keeffe, 
king or Fearmoighe. To raise the courage of this 
genenj, and to inspire him with proper sentimetits 
of indignation, he reminded him of the nobili^ 
of his^ blood, and of the magnanimity of his ances- 
tors, ^ho were kings of Munster ; and having 
repeated their names, and mentioned them with 
honour and due iq^plauae^ he related their particu* 
|ar exploits, how they exposed their lives for the 
good of their country, and repelled the insolence 
of foreign invaders ; and concluded with inform* 
ing him of the prospect he had of success, under 
his conduct and bravery, which he was certain 
would chastise those insolent Danes, for violating 
the law of nations, and the established rights of 
hosnitality, md by that means nrocnre deliverance 
to tne island and glory to himself. To si^s^iort the 
jurovincial troops, if there should be occasion, Ken- 
nedy <»dered lOOOchoioe sddiera of the martial 
4ribe of the Dailgaia upon this expedition, and 
imposed them under the command of three cap^ 
tains of confessed courage and experience, who 
were his own broihicrs, and were distinguished by 
th« names of Cosgrach, Lonargan, and Congal- 
la<^. This transaction is upon record in an ancient 
composition^ wherein are these verses: 

Go^ my renowned brothom, and comma&A 
Thu warlike tribe; your ntmet shall B€yt be lost. 
But the brave Cosgrach, and stout Lonargan, 
And Congallach, invincible in war, 
ShslI stand imisoftal id the list^of fane* 

Kennedy resolved to prosecute this design with 
the utmost vigour, and therefore he raised £00 
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xnore.of the clan of the Difiilgais^ and appointed 
for their general the heroiq Sioda, the spn of Clan 
CuiUeain ; and another 500 of the same tribe he 
placed under the conduct df Deagadh, the son of 
Daniel, a captain of distinguished bravery and 
eipperience, who likewise jiad the command of 
numbers of the nobility and gentry of the Dail- 
gaisy who came from the country of Thumond, 
and voluntarily ofib*ed their service in this expedi- 
tion. The fleet was now ready to sail, and the 
command of it was conferred upon an admiral 
perfectly skilled in. maritime affairs, Failbhe Fionn, 
king of Desmond. 

These military preparations being adjus1:ed« the 
army began to march from Munster, ai%a took 
their route through the prov^ince of Conacht, where 
they halted ; and a council of war being called, it 
was agreed to send out considerable parties, to 
forage and fetch in provisions from Jemy and Um- 
hall. In these, places they found a good booty of 
cattle and other necessaries, and designed to carry 
them off to the camp. They thought themselves 
secure of their prey, but their scouts surprised 
them with the intelligence that they had discover- 
ed a body of troops marching towards tliem in reg- 
ular order, with their commander at the head of 
them. This information obliged the foragers to 
retire without the plunder to the main body,' who 
were immediately ordered to stand to their arms 
and expect ,the event. By this time the strange 
treops approached near the outlines of the camp, 
but advanced without beginning hostilities, or dis- 
covering that they had any design to, attack it. 
The general of Munster resolved to be satisfied^ of 
their intention, and for that purpose the brave 
DonnogK Mac Keeffe called to the commanding 
officer, and demanded from whence he came, and 
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whether he was a friend or an enemjr. The cap* 
taia answered, that he came out of Munster, and' 
that his followers belonged to that province, and 
were raised out of two particular places, called 
Gaileangaidh and Luignig. He replied farther, 
that most of them wer6 the posterity of Teige, 
.the son of Cein, the son of the great OilioU Ol- 
lum; and the rest were the men of Dealbna, des- 
cended from the Renowned Dealbhaoith, the son of 
Cas, scrn of Conall Eachluath, and were resolved 
' to expose their lives against those barbarous 
Danes, who by the basest treachery had surprised 
their king, and kept him in an unjust captivity. 
He moreover informed Donnogh Mac KeefTe, 
that he had with him three officers of signal cou- 
rage and abilities, who had ^ principal command 
over three clans. The tribe of the Gaileangaidhs 
were under the conduct of Hugh, the son of Du- 
algaia, Diarmuid Mac Fianacntaig was the supe^ 
rior officer over the Luignigs^ and Dini^ Mac 
Maoldomhnaig was captain; of the Dealbhnas,' 
This account is recorded m ti poem of good author- 
ity, which begins with these verses subjoined: 

The most courageous tribes of Clannii Cein, 
And the invinciMe Dealbhaoith, 
Unittedall their forces to redeem 
Their kiog, and free him from imprisonment. 

' . * . . ' • ■ . 

• This unexpected supply consisted of 500 expert 
archers, and ^500 completely armed with swords 
and shields, and was a seasonable recruit^ and of 
eminent service in this expedition. , 

Th^e army of Munster was formidable, and be^ 
gan their hostilities b^ plundering the adjacent 
country, and destroying the inhabitants* Mor- 
tough, the son of Amalaig, applied to the]gener^, 
Dohnogh Mac Keeffe, and desired that he .would 
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return the booty that ^as carried awAy by the Mo- 
tponian soldiers; for he iitsisted upon the inj[ustice 
of the action^ anol^ pleaded that it was barbarous 
to oppress a people who were imconcc^ed in the 
quarrel, and who deserved protection rather than 
to fail a sacrifice to the greedy soldiers. ; but his 
request waa denied, though not absolutely y for- 
Donnogh w^s cqntent, that if there remained anir 
of the booty over and above what would satis^ 
the necessities of the array, it should be retumea. 
But this answer was unsatisfactory^ and Mortough, 
resolved to revenge himself upon the troops of 
Munster, despa-tched messengers privately to Ard- 
mach, to inform the Danes that the provincial 
troops were upon their march, and determined at 
all hazards to recpver their king from iinprison- 
ment, and to^ do themselves justice upon those per- 
fidious foreigners, who. broke through the received 
la^wi^ of mankind to make him their prisoner. 

Thei.nine Parish ear]s, who were the sons of 
Turge9.ius, the tyrant, and were appointed to guard 
the qastle, where Qeallachan,. the ^ing of Munster^^ 
and Dunchuain, the son of Kennedy, were confi- 
ned^ were alarwftd. with tbia inteJligcgnce of Mbr- 
tougfa^ and leaving a small number of their forces 
to secure the prisoners,^ whom they, reaolkifeil to 
remove, drew out their troops, at)d inarched out 
6f Ardmacb, with a full resolution to offer battle 
to the army of Mtmsteri The provifeciil army 
directed their courjie towards Ardmachi but wheitt 
tliey arrived they understood that the priMners* 
were, conveyed :out'. of the castJft, and carriM' tt^ 
Sitrie, wlfO had put them on shipboard. . ]>miiogh, 
enraged' at this, diss^ppoifttment; gave no quarter t^; 
the f)angs that fell in his way, butcutthem-dff^ 
a man, andne^ct morning marched' toward^ Qbtt^ 
dalk, where they had mtdligence that their fcing^ 
and young primre were confined under deck) bj 
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Sitrie ; who, being informed of the number of the 
provincial forces^ and sensible of his own incapa* 
city to oppose them, had ordered all his men or 
board, and resolved to try hid fortune by sea, for 
by land he was much inferior to his ienethies; atad 
his shipping lyitig coavenient in the bay of Dun« 
dalk, were of innnite service, afid for the present 
put him in e!&|)ectation of getting clear of the 
enemy. 

The army of Munster pursued him to the shore, 
and expected the Danes were shut in by the sea» 
which would prevent their retreat \ but were sur- 
prised to find them on shjphoard, for they had no 
notice that their fleet lay at anchor in that bay. 
The Irish were enraged at this disappointment, 
and whilst they were consulting what they should 
do in this juncture, they espied a sail of ships, in 
regular order, steering with a brisk gale towards 
the iDanish fl^t, which they supposed to be the 
fleet of Munster, under th0 command of that 
brave admiral, Failbhe JFlonn; and so it fortu* 
lately proved, for they perceived them (iraw up 
in line of battlei and attack the Danes, who ex« 
pected no such treatment, for they thought them- 
selves secure, and that no enemy could possibly 
disturb them in those seas. The admiral of Muns- 
teri observing the disorder of the enemy, fell upon 
the ship where Sitrie and his two brothers. Tor 
and Magnus, were, and with irresistible force 
boarded her. He no sooner found himself upon 
deck but he saw Ceallachan tied with cords to the 
mainmast ^ This spectacle inspired him with a 
fresh supply of courage, and he resolved to deliver 
the prince at all hazards ; he laid about him with 
incredible fury, and after having slain teveral o^ 
the Qpaes he cut the cords, and set the prince at 
liberty^ He th^n put a sword in his hand, and 
advised him to take upon jiimself the charge of tbe 



198 THE GENERAL HISTORY 

ship from whence he came, which was now left 
without a commander, and leave him to engage 
the Danish admiral, whom he made no question 
to give a good account of. 

Ceallachan complied with this proposal, and 
Failbhe Fionn continued on board the Dane, and 
behaved himself with signal courage^ but was at 
length overborne by numbers, /when fainting with 
loss of blood, he was slain ; and^ to discourage the 
Irish, some of whom followed their admiral into 
the enemy's ship, the Danes hacked and mangled 
his body, and at last cut off his head. Thus fell 
the brave Failbhe Fionn, who was obliged to give 
way to multitudes that pressed upon him, after he 
had despatched many of them to the other world ; 
and Sitricand hishrothers, being sensible that the 
loss of that ship would occasion the ruin of the 
fleet, shewed themselves' able seamen and expe- 
rienced commanders, and appeared with that intre- 
j)idity at the head of their body guards, whom 
they had on board, that for some time the fortune 
of the day seemed to. be on their side, and the^ 
began to have a distant prospect of victory. 

But Fiongall, a valiant and expert commander 
among the Irish, resolved to revenge the death of* 
the admiral, whom he followed on board, and 
maintaining his post with incredible bravery, he 
slew the foremost of the Danes that opposed him, 
and the decks of the ship were covered with bipod. 
But the number of the enemy wa^ much superior 
to the Irish, and they continued the fight, and 
supplied the place of the S^lain.. Fiongall found 
himself unable at length to keep possession of the 
Danish ship, and ashamed to retire to his own, he 
recollected himself, and seizing upon Sitric by the 
collar, pfrasped him close, and threw himselPwith 
him in his arms into the sea, where in the disorder 
of the fight they both perished. 
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Seagda and Conall, two undaunted captains 
among the Irish, fired with the glofy of this action^ 
fell upon the Danes with redoubled fury, and re- 
solving to put an end to the dispute by one 
instance of courage, they made their way through 
the enemy to Tor sttd Magnus, the two brothers 
of Sitric, and rushing violently upon them, they 
caught then^ both up in their arms, and jumped 
with them overboard, ¥rhere in the confusion they 
were all lost. 

The Danes, astonished at these desperate e» 
ploits of the Irish, began to abate of their courage, 
and the Momonians perceiving they gave way, pur- 
sued their advantage with that success, that they 
boarded most of the Danisth fieet, killing and 
destroying without distinction, till victory finally 
declared for the Irish ; but it was bought at the 
expense of much blood, for many . brave officers 
and soldiers perished in the engagement Nor is 
this to be wondered at, if it be considered, that 
the Danes were good Seamen, that they were per- 
* fectly skilled in maritime affairs, and were likewise 
resolute and fierce, and resolved to sell their lives 
at a dear rate; for on the success of this action 
depended not only their present security, but like- 
wise their future peace and establishment in the 
island. 

The historians, who have delivered down to ais 
an account of this action » relate that this fight be- 
tween the Irish and the Danes was the most dread- 
ful and terrible 'of any that happened on those 
coasts for many ages; for the omcers eminently 
distinguished themselves on both sides, nor were 
the seamen wanting in their duty, so that the 
slaughter was surprisingly great, no less than do- 
miiwn and libeity being tire prize of victory. 
The army of Munster, that stood upon the shore 
in sight of the engagement, were distracted, and 



ran up and down the coasts with fury and distrae- 
tion, because it was out of their power to assist 
their countrymen^ who engaged with great disad^ 
vaDtage, so that the event remained doubtful for' 
some time; for the Danes liad all their land forcei 
.on board, which yet were not a match for the 
Iris^ teamen, who behaved with «%oQderful coti*- 
duct and bravery, and would have entirely destroy- 
ed the Danish fleet, had not some of the enemj 
escaped in their hght gallies, which were chased 
briskly by the victorious Irish, but they couU not 
overtake them. 

The Irish fl?et> having cleared the coasts 6f 
those foreigners, made to the shore, where thev 
found their land army, who received them witn 
open arms andjoyful acclamations, and were trans- 
ported at the si^ht of their king, who had obtained 
his liberty by this victory. Nor was Ceallachan^ 
who was under constant apprehensions of death,. 

' so long as he was in the custody of the enemy, less 
pleased with his deliverance; for Sitric was a cruel 
tyrant^ of a savage and unmerciful dispositioiif and 
had no regard to the majesty of a king, or the law 
of nations, by which his person was sacred and 
inviolable; and therefore tne king of Munster re- 
tained a grateful sense of the loyalty of his people, 
and applauded the bravery of nisseEi forces, who 
had actually procured his freedom ; and the ^^eVity 
of his land army, who had discovered so great an 
affection to hisj)erson« and zeal for his safety, as 
to pursue the Danes, and if they would have ac-^ 
cepted of a battle, to expose their lives in his ser- 
^ vice. He ordered provisions for hi^, fleets and, 
when he had given instructions for the care of the 

' wounded, put himself at the head of his army, 
and by long marches arrived in Munster^ whpre 
he re-asso^ed the management of atfairs, and fixed 
himself in the government of that province^ 
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But he met with of^sitYon in hH nmrch that 
was near being attended with fatal consiliences ; 
for Mortough Mac Fiann, king of Leinster, at- 
tempted to obstruct his passage, and hinder him 
iVom conducting his troops through that province. 
This prince was of a mean senile disposition; and 
consulted more the interest of the Dianes, thafi 
the prosperity of his native country j upon which 
account he detennined to take revenge- upon the 
army of Munster, and* vindicate the cause bt 
those foreigners upon the brave Irish, by cutting 
ofT their retreat; and harassing* them in their 
marches ; for. this purpose he summoned all the 
fbrces under his command, and resolved id lay 
ambushes in their way, and fait upon them when 
unprovided for defence^ But Ceallachan, king 
of Munster, having timefy ihtfelffgence of tha 
treachery of thia apostate prince; who Had renoun- 
oed the love of his country; aiid wanted to betray 
it under a fbreign yoke; prepared* to receive Him ; 
and was so incensed at the baseness of the attempt^ 
thathe commanded bi&mentcrgxve no quarter, but 
tonmke examples of those perfidtoos Irishmen; 
who had no titie to mercy,, and were not to be 
treated as openr and honorabfe enemies ; and ttt 
raise their indignation, the mow; he dycJclatedthae 
the Danes, bemgof amother country^ weretoi)e 
xLifsd a&the Uws of nations direct; but the' ene-i 
mies. they were tor encounter had fbrffeited thecom- 
mtxn and established^ rfg^ts^ of mankind; and there-* 
Ibrethey werer to be hunted' ddww as robbers andf 
beasts of .m'ey, aud'nor a man*of then^ wa«t to bcf 
fipared. These severe ingurrctiom?,. atid the reso- 
Itition of*CealTachan, war carried by deserters ttf 
the Ming of Leinster, , who; dreading i he resetrt- 
ment of the Momonians if tished with victory, d^ 
fisted from his. enterprise, and withdrawing' the 
forces of his province, he retired to a considerabrQ 
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distance^ and left the army of Munister to prpse* 
cute their journey without hinderance or moles- 
tatioi). 

Ceallachan. haviiig settled himself in the com- 
mand of Munst^r, began to reflect iipon the ser- 
vitude, his subjects had endured under the oppres* 
sion of the Daues; and urged on by the treachery 
of those foreigners* which he had sufficiently ex- 
perienced, he entered upon a resolution to fall 
upon them ip every division of the province, and 
to unite his whole force in order to expel them the 
country. For this purpose he recruited his troops, 
and compleated his battalions, and first assaulted 
with unexpected fury, the Danes that inhabited 
about Limerick, and without much opposition he 
obtained a signal victory;' 560 of the enemy he 
killed, and took the rest prisoners. This success 
gave new life to the prospects of the, Irish ; they 
plundered the country of Cashel, where they 
found a body of. 500 Danes, whom they put to 
the sword. Sitfic, the general of the foreigners, 
attempted. to recover the booty from the victors, 
hut was obliged to retire after 500 of iiis soldiers 
were slain ; nejither had the general himself esca- 
ped the slaughter^ if he had not fled to his ship-i 
ping, and by that means put a stop to the ;pursuit. 
After this uninterrupted success, Ceallachan 
marched with his viptorious army to pay a visit to 
Daniel O Faolan, king of the Deisies, with whom 
he entered into. strict friendship.; and he admitted 
him in^p hjs alliance, by bestowing upon him in 
marriage nis sister, whose name was Gron^iflath^ 
who Mra^. a princess of great beauty and exem- 
idary virtue. The king of Munster soon after 
left the world, and after a troublesome and ha^rd- 
ous reign descended peaceably to his grave» witj^out 
violence. ^ / . \ 
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ttis successor in the throne of that province was 
f'eargna, the son of ^ilgeaDaii, son of Dungala^ 
, and he enjoyed the governnient, of thit cJouuntry 
but two years, his life and reign being end^d by 
treachery; for he was murdered by a set of ton* 
spirators who were near relations to him. 

The crown was then seized by Mahon, the So^ 
of Kennedy. His reign was much longer than 
that of his predecessor, for it continued twelve 
years; hisbrothef Eichiaruinn possessed the gov- 
ernment of Tluimond at this time* "ThiiS prince ' 
had another brother, whose name was Bryen, that 
had a principal command in the army of Munster^ 
when Mahon fell upon the Danes, ^nd fought the 
battle of Sulchoid, In this engagement the foreign- 
ers received a niemorable defeat, and itaany of theit 
most experienced officers perished in the action. 
Teitill, a person of great strength, and a distin*. 
guished champion of the enemy, lost his life, and 
Jiis government of Waterford} Ruanon, governor ' 
of Cork, Muiris, governor of Limerick, with Ber- 
nard and Toroll, two officers of the first rank fbt 
oourage and conduct, did not survive the actiea 
of that day. The slaughter among the soldiery 
was exceedingly bloody and terrible, for 2000 ot 
the Danes remained dead upon the field of battle. 
The victors pursued the flying enemy into the city 
of Limerick, and chased them through the sti'eetd 
and into their houses, where they were slain with- 
out merqy or quarter. The plunder of tliat city 
was bestowed upon the soldiers by Mahbn, where 
they found an immense booty of jewels, gold^ sil- 
ver, and rich furniture, to a sufprising value» 
Afler they had rifled the houses, they set therii on 
fire, they hurtled the fortifications, demolished the . 
walls, and perfectly dismantled the towJl and 
made it incapable of defence. After this victory 
Mahon, the king of Munster, ^ fortunate and a 
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worthy prince, was- T&etrayed and seized by his 
traitorous subjaots in his bw|i palace, and conduct- 
ed as a prisoner under a strong guard, to Mac 
Broin, where he was barbarously put to death by 
the people of that place ; nor would the importu- 
nate intercession of the blessed St. Collum Mac 
Ciaragain, the confessor of St. Bairre, prevail to 
save his life. 

in the reign of Donnogh> the son of Flonn Si- 
onn^ king of Ireland, before-mentioned, several 
important occurrences happened, which must not 
be omitted in the course of this history. Under 
the government of this prince died the pious bish- 
op of Tuileim ; near the time of whose decease, 
Donnogh invaded the territories of Conacht, but 
the attempt was unfortunate, for many of his sub- 
jects perished at Dubhtir near Athlone; at which 
place Cionaoth, son of Connor, king of Falie, was 
slain. Soon afler this defeat, Cluaih Mac Nois 
was entered by the Danes, and plundered ; and 
this success encouraged the foreigners to proceed 
to Loch Ribh, where they committed dreadful 
ravages, and spoiled the achacent country on both 
sides. They likewsse earned on their coliquests 
to £in Inis, which they spoiled, and afler a sharp 
engagement cut off 1,200 of the Irish, who oppo- 
sed them and gave them battle; but the foreigners 
within a short time lost the same number of their 
men, for 1 ,200 of them perished in Loch Rugh- 
ruidh. The Danes about this time succeeded in 
most of their attempts, for when they could not 
accpti^plish their designs by force, they prevailed by 
treachery ; and by stratagem the Danes of Dub- 
lin surprised Faolan, the king of Leinster^ ancl 
his children, and made them prisoners, 'they 
likewise continued their hostilities with great cru- 
elty^ and Dun Sobhairc^ was spoiled by the Danes 
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of Loch Cuain ; and the country of Kildare suf- 
fered great oppressions, and was plundered by the 
foreigners of Waterford. 

The inhabitants of the province of Ulster, a 
brave and warlike peoplfe, by this time grown 
jealous of their liberty, were alarmed at the pro- 
gress of the Danes, and therefore resolved to 
oppose their conquests; they summoned their pro- 
vincial troops together, and fell upon the Danes 
with such fury and success, that victory appeared 
for them at the first charge ; for the Panish forces 
were unable to bear up against the impression of 
the Irish, and a general defeat and a dreadful 
slaughter followed. In the action of that day fell 
800 of the foreign forces, which loss was the more 
considerable by* the death of three of their bravest 
commanders, whose names were Albdan, Aufear, 
and Roilt, who likewise fell among the slain. 
This victory V^as chiefly^ owipg to the courage and 
experience of Mortough Mac Neil, the Irish 
general; and the success of the engagement was 
attended with such happy consequences, that the 
effect of it was sensibly perceived through the 
whole kiBgdom. The l)anes were dispirited, and 
ceased from their former oppressions, and the na- 
tives enjoyed a state of tranquillity and freedom, 
which had been banished the island for many years 
before ; and trading, and a slate of prosperity suc- 
ceeded in the room of a long scene of misery and 
slaughter. 

.But this sunshine was in danger of . being dis- 
mally obscured, by an unexpected attack, from 
the Danes, who had been encouraged by tlieir 
countrymen to new attempts, ^ and came with 
a nuiperous and well disciplined army fr^m Lime- 
JTck and Conacht, under the cori\piand of an en* 
terprising general, whose name was Olfinn, who 
V designed by this expedition to surprise the natjves. 
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who were at that time assembled from all parts of 
the . country at the celebrated fair of Uascrea^ 
which was annual! v kept upon the festival of St. 
Peter and St. Paul. But the Irish were so w^U 
acquainted with the Danish treachery, that they 
thought proper to bring their arms with them ; 
and when they had intelligence, that the foreigners 
' wera marching against them, they immediately left 
their trade, their shops, and their merchandise, 
which they esteemed of small importance to the 
concern of their country, and made head against 
the D^nes ; and notwithstanding the disadvanta- 
ges they lay under from the surprise, which gave 
them no time to draw up in regular order, they 
supplied thi^ clefectby their unanimity and cour- 
age, and so shocked the foreign troops at the first 
charge, th^t they felt the impression through all 
^ their ranks, and a terrible slaughter and an univer- 
sal rout followed, and fortune and victory decla- 
red for the Irish ; 4,000 of the enemy were left 
dead in this engagement, and Olfinn, a Danish 
earl, , and gerier:^! of the army, was slain. This 
memorable instance of success, obtained by mer- 
chants, shopkeepers and traders, met together 
without order and discipline in a public feir, i» 
igxprcs&ly recorded by a reputable author, called 
riorence Mac Carty, whohas delivered down the 
, transactions of Ireland for many ages. 
y About this time died Teige, the son of Cahill, 

who enjoyed the government of Conacht for:20 
years', as did likewise Sitric, the son of Jomhair, 
who was the king over the Danes and Norwegians, 
wherever dispersed throughout the island.. The 
inhabitants of the province of Conacht, being con? 
cerned for the public liberty, attempted to dispos- 
spss the forcignxjrs, particularly such as resided 
about Loch Oirbhsionn, whom they engaged and 
defeated ; which success was followed by another 
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victory,, for soon after. Conning Mac Neil observ- 
ingi^his opportunity, feU upon the Danes, and slew 
l,i200 of them at Loch Neachach. But this mis- 
fortune was recovered by the foreigners, who came 
to Loch Eirne, and plundered the adjacent coun- 
try with incredible barbarity. Nothing however 
sacred or devoted to divine use, escaped their fiiry, 
but the^churches and religious houses were spoiled 
and rifled, and the clergy dispossessed without 
mercy. The province of Ardmach wais likewise 
invaded and harassed by Godfrey, who was the 
principal commander of Loch Cuain ; and Cil- 
cuillen about the same time was spoiled by Am- 
brose, the son of Godfrey, who destroyed the 
country with fire and sword, and carried away 
1000 prisoners. Oilioeh Neid likewise felt the 
fury of these foreigners, who plundered it, and 
seized upon Mortou'gh Mac Neill, whom thw^ 
closely imprisoned, but by a statagem he freed 
himself from confinement and escaped their hands. 

But the Irish, resolving to shake off the oppres- 
sion of the Danes, encountered them ; particu- 
larly the people of Conacht exerted themselves, 
and in the assault killed Arolt Mac Jomhair, who 
held the government of Limerick for the enem}'. 
About the same time Ambrose, the son of God- 
frey, king of the Danes and Norwegians, who 
had possessions in the island, was slaitf by tlie 
Normans, who had landed upon the coasts and 
attempted a conquest of the country, 

Tliere was a prince of Wales about this time, 
whose name was Roilericus, a brave and experien- 
ced commander, that transported a numerous army 
of Welsh, with a design to plunder and spoil the, 
country, and if possible to obtain possession of it. 
But the Irish repelled* his attempt with great re- ^ 
solution and success, for this prince lost his Kfe 
m the first engagen)ent» and the greatest part of 
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his army were destroyed. Hanmer, the historian, 
expressly relates, ths^t in the ye^t pf our Tedemp- 
tion 96Gf Congallach, the son of Maolmithig, 
took the city of fkublin, then inhabited by the 
Danes, and gave it up to be plundered by his sol- 
diers, after 740 of the eneniy were put. to the 
sword. Donnogh, the son of Flann Sioniia, king 
of Ireland, did not lon^ survive this success^ but 
ja,ve up 'his life and his governtnent by a natyral 
le^th. 

Congall w&s the succeeding monarch. 
** He was the son of Maolmithig, son of 
' * Flanagan, son of Ceallaig, son of Conuing, 
son of Congalla^ son of Hugh Slaine, descended 
lineally from the royal house of Heremon, and 
possessed the throne ten years. The mother of 
thi^ Irish prince was Mary, the daughter of Cio- 
naoth, son of AUpin,^ and his reign was remarka- 
ble by the death of two neighbouring kings, Eiti- 
inont» king pf Eqgland, and Blathchuire Mac 
Jomhair, king of Normandy. * The Danes raised 
great disturbances under the government of this 
prince, but they were severely chastised by the 
Jrish forces, who killed 7»000 of them in the mem- 
orable battle pf Muine Brecrgain;; but though the 
victory declared for the natives, yet they suffered 
great loss, and many of their best troops were 
sjiain. 

In the fourtl^ year pf the reign of Congall, king 
of Ireland, that renowned hero, Bryen Boiroimhe, 
entered upon the government of the two provinces 
of Munster; and this prince had not possessed the 
crown of that province above two years, before he 
despatched one of his heralds ai arrps to challenge 
MeiUs Mac Broin^^ the king of Oneachach, to a 
pitched brittle in the plains of Beallach Leachta, ' 
ip order to revenge upon him apd his army the 
barbarous death of Mahon^ bis brother, who v^as 
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treacherously murdered by some of the subjects of 
tha*^ prince. The kitig or Oiteachach received the 
challenge, and promised to meet him at the place" 
appointed ; and fcwr that purpose he raised a formi- 
dable army, consisting of Irish and fbreighers, for 
he depencfed in a great tnete'ure upon the courage 
of the Danes, whom he enlisted among his forces 
to the number of 1,500. Bryen, king of Munster, 
marched at the head of his provincial troops, and 
being followed by the illustrious tribe of the Dail- 
gais, offered battle to the enemy. The fight begaji 
niribusly on both sides, the slaughter Vras terrible, 
but the Momonian forces broke through the oppo- 
site afmy, ^nd a general rout followed j the mer- 
cenary banes fled, but were pursued, and great 
numbers of them were slain, and those who had 
the fortune to escape the sWord Were made pris- 
oners. 

This success of Bryen against the kingof Onea- 
chach, Was very unacceptable to Daniel O Faolan, 
king of the Deisies, who f evolved to revenge the 
slaughter of the Danes, atid take ample satisfac- 
tion of the king of Munster ; for that purpose he 
raised /a numerous and well disciplined army of his 
own people, atid being supported by a formidable 
body of Daiies, he determined to invade the terri- 
tories of that provihce. He no sooner entered the 
country but he behaVed with all the cruelty of an 
enraged enemy, and committed ineicpressible bar- 
barities upon the inhabitants. Bryen Boiroimhe 
soon receded intelligence of these hostilities, and 
the progress of the enemy j he immediately led 
hia army to oppose their incursions, and overtook 
thfeta plundering the country at Fan Conracb, 
\^ete he S^eft upon them with incredible bravery, 
and impre^Sbd such a terror upon the auxiliary 
Danes, that they wer^ totally routed; the kingof 
the Deidies^ t^ith his forces, was unabte tomaintaki 
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the figlit, and quitting the field, was obliged to fiy 
for his life ; the pursuit was hot and bloody, and 
the king of Munster with his invincible Dailgais 
chased the Danes and. the vanquished Irish into ' 
tlie town of Waterford, which they entered, and , 
put all to the sword, and among the rest Daniel 
O Faolan perished in the confusion of the slaugh- 
ter. The town was sacked and plundered by the 
victors, who, after they had secured the booty, 
set it on fire, which raged dreadfully, and consu- 
med it to the ground. 

This great hero, Bryen Boroimhe, had enjoj^ed 
the crown of Munster about eight years, when he 
by force of arms obliged the country of Leath 
Modha to become tributary and pay him obe- 
dience. But after the death of Daniel Claon, the 
son of Daniel, king of Leinster, the subjects of 
that province, both Irish and Danes refused to 
confess the authority of Bryen, and denied hiia 
their subjection. The king of Munster resolved 
to chastise them into their duty,^ and for that de- 
sign he mustered his Momonian forces, that were 
become invincible under his cofiduct, and invaded 
the territories of Leinster. The Lagonian army, 
consisting pf Irish and Dan$s, ofifered them battle, 
which began with great fury on both sides ; but 
the amy of Munster soon broke into the ranks of 
the enemy, and pursued their advantage wifih a 
dreadful slaughter, which ended in a general and 
bloody defeat, for in this battle of Gleann Mama, 
^,000 of the Lagonians and Danes remained dead 
upon the spot. This martial and renowned prince/ 
Byen Boroimhe, king of Munster, was an instru- 
ment in the hand of providence, to scourge the 
insolence ^nd cruelty of those foreigners, which 
he did successfully, for he routed them ii> twenty- 
five battles, from .the first time he entered the field 
against them, till the last conflict he had witl:^ 
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them, Ivhich was the battle of Cluatntaff, \^here 
he Wtus dain, being then possessed of the govern- 
itient of the island. . 

It M-aS nat lotig after thiS battle of Gleatiti Ma- 
toA, fought by that great camm^tider Bryeti Bo- 
toiitihe, That Congall, soti of Maofmithig. king 
of Irdand, <intered the proviwce of Mimster, in a 
hbstile itianAer^ and plandered the country about 
hiitl, attd put the two soHs of Kentifedy Mac Lor 
caft, wliose names were EichiaHiin and Dun- 
cJriJdHi to t\\6 ^word. The Danes likewise made 
frequent incursions upon thfe neighbotjring Irish, 
WhoSe J)0^s6sfiiohs they destroyed ; aiid^uhder the 
command of Godfrey jVtac Sitrlc, they spoiled 
dBanatitis Domhnach, Patrick Ard JBieacain, 
Cill Sgirre, and hiany othfef places dedicated to 
divitie Use, which tievfer escaped their fuiy. The 
nutnbet tit prisoners they carried away in this 
tk^Mhich amounted to 3!,0(X); btjsi^tes great' 
(jtiarlfcities of gold, silver, ahd other spoils, which 
^tere pl-iied at an hhrnefise vatuej 

T-hfe roykl cibrrsort of Congall, kihg of Ireland, 
died dbbrit this time ; the nAirte of this lady was 
Elthfie, and she Was the daiightei- of Peargall, who 
fiaa lyeen qtife&h of Irrfdnd. 'tM death of these 
illosttious persotiaj^s happened soon after ; Maol- 
ooMilfH Mat DatiieJ, king of Scotland, the most 
t^figioiis Gaoithhe, bishop of Dun da Leathglass* 
aM T^ighe, thfe son of Cihil, kifig of Conacht. 
Nttf did (Jdngall, kin^ of Ireland, lone survive, 
for h* ffell ihto the hanm of the Dane^ tnat served 
ifa thfe firovincial krtAy ti£ LeinSter, Vvho killed him 
Hi ArdHiacJi. . ' 

Daniel strcceedtid in tdics Irish throne. 
11r?* He was the feori of Mortough, ^oh of S'ialt 

r^^' Glahdubh, dtecetided ftortt th6 posterity of 
l^iriHicM ; ^tid fae adtifiihisiterfed th^ government' 
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for ten years. The reign of tin's prince was dis- 
turbed by the hostilities of the Danes; for in his 
time the foreigners, who inhabited the city of Dub- 
lin, plundered the country of Kildare, under the 
Command of Humphry, or Amhlaoimh, the son 
of Sitric* This Irish monarch upon some provo- 
cation invaded the territories of Conacht, and 
fpoiled that province without mercy, where he 
bund a. valuable booty, which he carried off, with 
a great number of prisoners ; and the king of Co- 
nacht, whose name was Feargal O Rourke,. was 
obhged to let these hostilities pas§ unrevenged, the 
forces of his province being too^weak to engage in 
the defence of the country. 

In the reign of Daniel, die son of Mortough, 
king of Ireland, that iloble fabrick, the great 
church of Tuam, was erected by the pious prelate 
Cormac O Cilline, bishop of Tuam Greine $ and 
Feargal O Rourke was killed by Daniel, the son 
of Congall, son of Maolmithig. Brycn the son 
of Kennedy, king of Munster, about this time 
assaulted the* Danes who inhabited the city of Lim« 
erick, and set it on fire. Daniel O Neill, who 
governed the province of Ulster, raised a formi- 
dable army of his subjects, and entering the ter- 
ritories of Leinster, he miserably distressed the 
people, and plundered all the country from the 
Bearow eastwards to the sea. He encamped in the 
heart of this province for the space of two months^ 
notwithstanding the united strength of the.Lago- 
nians and Danes used their utmost etideavours to 
dislodge him and force him to retire* Near this 
time died Maolfinnin, the son of Uchtain, the 
pious bishop of Ceananus, and the venerable con- 
fessor of yitan was translated to a better state. 

The Danes, notwithstanding the many discom- 
fitures they met with from the natives, continued 
their incui*sions by the army of Leinsten These 
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foteigners, under the command of Humphry Cua- 
rain, and the Lagonians, conducted by a general 
of their own province, plundered Ceananus, where 
they found spoils of great value, which they car- 
ried off!, and by that means impoverished the peo- 
?le, and reduced them to miserable extremities. 
^he battle of Cillmona was fought about this 
time between Daniel, the son of Congall, who was 
assisted by the Danes that inhabited th^ city of 
Dubb'n, and Daniel the son of Moitough, king of 
Ireland. The action concluded with great slaugh- 
ter on both sides ; and among the slain fell Ard- 
gall, son of Madagan, who had governed the pro- 
vince of Ulster for seventeen years, and Donna- 
gan, the son of Maolmuirre, king of Oirgiallach, ' 
and many other noble personages of the first quality 
and distinction. The most religious Beacan, the 
bishop of Finne, did not long survive the engage- 
ment of that day. ' 

It was the misfortune of the Irish that thev 
were niever free from intestine divisions, which 
contributed to their ruin ; and so implacable was 
the spirit of discord among them, that they would 
oflen join the forces of the Danes to bring slavery 
upon the country ; for about this ti^le Cionaoth 
O Hartagan, the primate of Ardmacb, assisted 
the foreigners, who lived in Dublin, and by that 
means, Ugaire, the son of Tuathal, king of Leins. 
ter, was surprised and takpn prisoner; but this; 
enterprise was revenged by Bryen, the son of Ken^ - 
nedy, who engaged the Danes of Inis Catha, and 
gave them a general defeat, with the loss of 800 
of them upon the spot. In this action three of 
their principal commanders were taken, and made 
prisoners of war, and the names of these captive 
officers were Jomhair, Humphry, and Dubhgeann. 
We receive an account of this transaction from th^ 
testimony of a poet of reputation in the following 
lin^s: 
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The meo^or^Ue fig;bt of InLs Cattia 
Was fatal to the Danes, yrhose slaughtered bodies 
Lay scatter d o*er the plairt ; tliesy foreigners 
Lost three of their renowned generals, 
Jomhair, Qotnphry* and OiihhgeaBn. 

' About this time thq Daneg, \vJ)o inhabited the 
city of Publin» coiximitted hortilities in Leinster, 
and engaged the prpvincial troops of that country 
in the battle of Boithlione ; and in the action, 
Ugaire, the son of Tuathal, king of Lein$ter, was 
slain.. Soon after this victory obtained by the 
Danes, Daniel Mac Mortough, king of Ireland, 
left the world by a natural death, an^ expired at 
Ardmach. 

. Maolseachluin wa§ the sijcceedinjj mo- 

1004 ^'^^°^* H^ "^'^^ the ^Qn of Flann Siouna, 
'a lineal descendant from the posterity of 
Heremon, and filled the throne twenty-three years. 
The mother of this monarch was Dunflath, tho 
daughter of Mourtough^Mac Neill, who likewipe 
was the mother of Glunioruin, that was king of 
the Daises dispersed throughout the whpje king- 
dom. Many transactions of ionportance happened 
during the reign of thi^ niono^'ch; particularly the 
memorable battle of Tara, which he fought ^gaiq^t 
the Danes of Dublin and the sons of Humphry, 
and gave tijem a totai'defcat, after 5000 of tho&e 
foreigners were slain. In this engap;ement. Han- 
dle, the son of Humphry, a prince oidistihguished 
courage who had the principal command over tlie 
whple settlement of th^ Danes throughout the 
island, lost his life* Encouraged by this victory, 
Maolseachluint king of Ireland, and ISochaiclh, 
sdn of Ardgail, who had governed theprovippe 
of Ulster for thirty-five years, jpined their forces, 
and resolved to attack th« city of Dublin, i\ip 
place of refuge to which the Danes retired, and* 
drive them out of the coTihtry : for that purpose 
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they miulc ^1 necessary prepayations for a siege, 
and with 3 numerous and well dificiplined army sat 
down before the walls. Three days after their 
first encanipment they resolved to make a general 
assault, and try the courage of the hfesiegcd. The 
attack wns mo^t violent, and attended with great 
slaughter, but the supenor bravery of the Irish 
pr^vailed^ and having fixed their standard upon th^ 

^ walls, sa intimidated thiS Dan^s, that they surren- 
dered. The victors avoided such dreadful cruel- 
ties as u^iaily follow the taking of towns, and 
behaved with humanity and .nuideratjon. Tb^ey 
spt at liberty mapy of the principal gon-try of the 
Irish, who had been taken oaptive by the DaneK, 
and suffered a severe and long confinement; par- 
ticularly Daniel of Claan, king of Leinster, and 
the hostages of O Neili, were relieved and dis- 
charged* Tb(i*afiairs of the Daaes were reduced 
to grei^t extremities by this success of the Irish, 
a^d th$ vsiuquished were obliged to accept of hard 
conditions, and were glad to be admitted to mercy 
upon the teria» of quitting all their conquest&from 
tu^ river Shannon eastwards to the sea ; to forbear 
hostilities under the penalty of death; and to sub- 
mit to whatever tribute it snould be thought proper 
to Uy upon them. 

About this time it was, that Humphry, the son 
of Sitrit:, \vas fprced to fly for security to Aoii 
CoHum C^ll* in the kingdom of Scotland* being 
banished the island by the victorious Irish. Near 
the stim^ time M^olsaaohluin, king of Ireland, 
h^d a qu«M'rel with the famous tribe of the Dailgais, 
an4 de;¥troyed Bile Moigh Hadair; but this action 

» waif afterwards z^evenged by Jliyen. Glen da Loch 

was tak^n and plundered by three sons of Carrol^ 

the WB of Lorcan ; but these three brothers were 

pursued by divine vengeance for this execrable act, 

'an4 were found dead ,the night afterwapdi^, by the 



4 

2l6 TBS GSKE^Ai HISTORY, 

influence of the importunate prayers of the pipu& 
Caomhgin, who consecrated that place for divine 
uses. 

The death of those twd eminent persons hap- 
pened about this time, Morh'ng, the daughter of 
Donnogh Mkc Cealia, queen of Ireland, and Jo- 
raird Mac Coisie, private of Ardmach. The 
l)anes, notwithstanding the stipulations they had 
roade, having in some measure recovered their 
former losses, prepared for new attempts. Th? 
foreigners of Dublin, under tl>e command of Mor- 
tbugh O Congallacb, plundered Dounach Patrick 
with great cruelty; but providence soo» Corrected 
them for their breach ox faith, for a visitation fell 
among them, by which infimte numbers were de- 
stroyed. This affliction was followed by another, 
for Maolseachluin, king of Ireland, -engaged the 
foreigners with success, and encountering hand to 
hand with^ne of their professed champions whose 
name was Tomor, he foiled him, and took from 
him a collar of gold, which he wore about his neck, 
as a trophy of victory. He fought Carolus, another 
of their chief commanders, with the same success, 
and carried off his sword. 

But the foreigners receiving constant supplies 
from Denmark and Norway, beganto raise new 
commotions, and in a sliort time were attended 
with that success in their attempts, that the natives 
were in great danger of being subdued and forced 
into slavery ; nor was there any prince in the 
island who opposed these insults of the Danes but 
the brave Bryen Boroimhe, king of Munster. 
This renowned hero, with his stout Momonians, 
was always in arms, harassing tlie foreigners, 
which humbled their insolence, and made them 
less frequent in their incursions. The success and 
industry of the king of Munster had so fixed him 
in the esteem of the natives, who owed their lives 



OF IRKLilND. 217 

jfxkd libertits to his protection, that they made an^ 
attempt to dethrone the king of Ireland, and give , 
him possession of the government in his foom ; 
and they were the more encouraged in this design, 
because Maolseachluin was an indolent inactive 
prince, addicted to. pleasure and a love of ease, 
and sacrificed the happiness of his country to his 
own private diversions; and the people who were 
immediately under his authority, had contracted 
a servile habit of idleness from thp example of the 
court, and never disturbed themselves with oppo» 
sing the inroads of the Danes, or calling them to 
an account for their cruelties and oppressions. 

The nobility of Munster, and the principal in- 
habitants of the province of Conacht, reflecting 
upon the distressed and melancholy state of their 
country, applied themselves to Bryen Boiroimhe, 
a« a deliverer ; and it was unanimously, agreed in 
irouncil that ambassadors should be sent to Haol- 
seachluin, to signify to him in express terms, that 
he was unworthy of the government, and unfit for 
the management of public affairs, since he ne- 
glected the protectioi^ of his subjects, and uncon- 
cernedly permitted, them to be oppressed by the 
merciless Danes, who took advantage of his indo- 
lent disposition, fo destroy the country and bring 
it into slavery. They farther expostulated with 
him, and used the freedom to inform him, that a 
king of Ireland, who had at heart the happiness 
of his people, would never suffer the insolent at- 
tacks of those foreigners to pass unrevenged as he 
did ; that the brave Bryen Boiroimhe had under- 
taken the cause of public liberty, and to repel the 
incursions of the haughty Danes, and . therefore 
that he deserved to wear the crown of Ireland, 
wIk) knew liow to defend it with honour to himself, 
and happiness to his subjects ; in the end, tliese 
^nbaasadors declared they were commissioned to 
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acquaint him» that tlfe nobility and g^try^deslgned 
to dethrone him ; and therefore to j>i*eyent blood- 
shed and diBturbances they advised him to resign 
of hid own aeciwd, and to retire to u pi'ivdte life. 
This representation was received with the utmost 
5G0fn 5ind ihdigrtation by the kihj*, M'ko absotutely 
refiisicd to comply, and knew the vlilue of aerOwn 
too well to deiivbr it up only for asking. He like- 
wise reaolvted to enter ihto no trcdty with the nobil- 
ity tjf Munster, vth^ deBireil to meet him ©n the 
pfflin oF Maghda Caomhou, but insist(ld updTi his 
right of possession, whith he determini^d to maitt- 
tain to the last ektremity. 

The king of Munster being informed by his 
metes^ngers of the resolution orf tlie kin^ of li*e. 
ia<id, resolved to make usd of the affection of the 
natives, to. seize upon tliecrowiii, and to dis|>odsei^ 
hiin by force; fov this purpose he' raises! a nunfte- 
rous arrtly^ consisting of the standing forc^eid df hfe 
tcwn j>rovince^ and the auxiliary trbopd df tbfe 
Dtttifes> l^hom he received into pay, patticulafljir 
those who had jio^sessionii in Le^ilh Modhli, tknk 
fyr that reason owed hotnage and subje^tibh t& th^ 
kiftg of Munster. H6 set hlmieelf at the feead of 
Ills Mohibnian battalliohSi and directed hii^ tdiktbh 
towards Tara j but before he began hoftHHtleil he 
despatched a herald to the king, of Ireland, WM* 
h^i orders to summofi him to tisigh the thrdtifr, 
imd to s^nd hitn hostage of the first t^uatity fblr 
iiisfutttre obediende^ and if he refused^ he Wto to 
cfh^llenge him to ^ decisive battle^ and to sflbmit 
th* dispute to the lorrgesi swttfd* Th4 king of 
Ireland, somewhat suhprised at this mesd&g^^ tm- 
stvef ^d, that he was in no cotditibn to git« hiM 
feattle immediately, because Iri^ army was dlsbAftA- 
^d, and it would f e^uire sbme time to collect tSkt)ltk 
ttJgethAr ; but as a testimony that it >vas n^t «» 
ef mwttrdioa thatte refused to nmt %b» mnjf »f 
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Mui^ster in the fiel4» if Bf yen woul^ W^pend hoa^ 

tilities^ and allow him the regpita of a ipi>utli» tp 
muster his faroes, particukrty the troops of JLeath 
Cuinn, he would accept his challenge 4 9r if hia 
subjects refused to support him with roea or mq*' 
my ^r this expedition, he promised to send pr(^r 
hostages as a security for hia obedienice^ He like^ 
wise desired the commissioners of Munst^r to use 
their interest with BryeOt. that he would not per*^. 
mit his army to plunder the country of MeaUii but 
that he would restrain the excursions^ and oonr 
tinue at Tarfi tiU the time of the cessation was 
expired^ 

The ambaasadors returned with this answer tn 
fhe king pf Monger, who tuspepted of the wnd** 
tiORs proposed, aod commanded nia olicers to con* 
timie the soldiers pef^peably in thfir* quarters till 
fnf ther orders^ In the meap time, Maolse^ehliiiii 
convened the orineipal Qobilitjy of Leath CinR% 
«iid advised with them upon thU important avUeott 
He Ukewiw despatched meifeRgera to mmi of th« 
petty princes of the hingdem» to demand tb^r 
a»atonQe ) partiquUrly he aem GiolU CoaihgaU> 
who«sa he retained as hia ant^nai^, ifo the great Q 
IteiU, to require his pfopoitioq pf tropp^ upoii thie 
0cq«iioOf iq>0n which his crown aiid the septari^ 
fof . hia person^ depepdedt *f»d to enjoia hiwt if ** 
refiisea to supply him wft;h his i^f»ffsh to provide 
Ikomg^^ W4 ff^iid them t9 Bryeo Qoirqimh«^ 
)(ing of M^opter, as an ewdeiHJfi ^ h» splmetiRR 
and ob^dienoe s for thepe werp ^ twm he we^ 
]boui»d to Aceeptf whichf though severe i» tipeii^ 
aely^si, yet the ftecesyity of his efl^ii^^Qiild pbligft 
him to comply^ ^ritht This eptH^Afifr M 9 emr 
QVasfoo to deliver the s^^tne n^easege to £l|acl|aidhi 
i&e aen of Ardgai), Hi^g of Ulster, find itio C«th4 
O Cenoorr king p( Conacbtt eod require tb^ 

JwpediniteflMisiimMi »fi4^if ^^wiro imm^l^ 
VOL. u. 9 ^ 
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to support him against, the army of Munsteri he 
had orders to represent to th^m, that if the king 
of Ireland was forced to resign his crown, and 
give up' the royal seat of Xara, where the monarchs 
of the island had resided for many ages, it could 
De no reproach to him, because he was. denied the 
assistance of his subjects, but the dishonour would 
more hnraediately aflfect the O Neil Is, aud the 
principal nobility of Leath Cqinn, whose ancestors 
nad been in possession of the Irish throne for many 
sfuccessive generations. 

The messenger was very faithful in the execu- 
tion of his orders ; and wfien he represented the 
i(iircumstances, and the necessity of the king's 
affiiirs, to the nobility of Leath Cuinn^ the an-> 
swer he received from Hugh O Neill was^ that 
when the royal seat of Tara wa8> possessed by the 
posterity of Eogan, his great ancestor, they de- 
fended it against all attempts, and therefore it waa 
reasonable Uiat those who were masters of it should 
secure themselves in the possession, or deliver it 
lip ; but witii regard ti> himself, he absolutely de« 
nied to assist the king of Ireland, who had lost the 
fiflTections of his people, or to draw upon Jiiittself 
the displeasure and resentment of the. noble tribe 
of the Dailgais, whose friendship he esteeaaad^ 
'and therefore he determined to be neuter in the , 
tfispute. ' GioUa Comhgatl returned with this 
un\yelc9me answer to the king of Ireland ; who, 
finding himsielf abandoned by the petty princes, 
and reflecting that the non-compliance of Hugh O 
Neill might be attended with bad cbnsequence^ 
and by the influence of his example prevail upon 
others to withdraw their supplies, he resolved ta 
pay a visit to Hugh O Neiu in person, and per- 
suade him, if possible, to interest himself in htb 
eause; and as an argument which he tbou^t was 
irresistibbf he ofl<;red, thai rather than the royal 
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seat of Tara should faU into the -power of firyen 
Boiroimhe, he would resign his right, and if .he 
would use his utmost efforts to defend ft against 
the enemy, he would confirm him in the possession 
of that ancient palace and the lands belonging to 
it, and engage for him and his successors,. that no 
claim shoiiid be revived, and that it should descend 
without opposition to his posterity ; so violent was 
the resentment of the king of Ireland against 
Bryen Boiroimbe, that he resolved to disappoint 
him in his designs at any rate, particularly that 
the seat of Tara, which was the court of the Irish 
monarchs, should not fall into his hands. 

Hugh O Neill desired to be excused from giving 

an immediate answer, and insisted upon time to 

convene the principal nobility of Siol Eogain, in 

order to receive their sentiments upon a matter of 

such importance. Accordingly, when the assembly 

meU he communicated to them the cause of the 

king of Ireland's arrival, and the advantageous 

proposals that he offered, if thev would support 

him with their assistance against the king of Muns- 

ter, and the alrmy that was raised against him by 

the tribe of the Dailgais. After soi^e debatesi 

the chiefs of Siol Eogain came to a resolution not 

to concern themselves with the king of Ireland, 

for they suspected the integHty of his offers, apcf 

that he did not design, after his business w^s ^c- ' 

complished, and he found himself established i«| 

the throne, to abide by his resignation pf T^rft } 

and therefore their advice to Hugh O l^eiU was, 

that he aliould return a civil answer tp the king 

of Ireland, but refuse absolutely to act jn ^ quarrel 

of that consequence, that possibly might draw 

upon him hew eqemies, whosp resentment might 

prove his diestruction. 

But the convention, i^pon second thoughts per* 
ceived that they might procure sdme advantages 
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to tfiteteset ves by the misfortunes and exigencies of 
the king of Irel^d, atid therefore they fmagined 
tfutt the answer agf eed upon at their last meeting 
nhight be altered and tnollified ; and though they 
seemed satisfied that if they joined the army of 
the king of ireland ag^nst tne forces of Munster, 
they might lode their lives, and Scarce a man of 
tbeiH^ relutii home, especially ^ince they were to 
^ngag\p ^gsitist^the martial and invincible tribe of 
the Dailgais, who never turned their back, and 
^ere the constant scourges of the Danes, yet they 
rfesoived to Venture themselves, and assist the king 
qf Ireland with a competent force, on condition 
that they might find a recompense equal to the 
hazard, and that he wotild deliver to them onte 
half of the country of Meath, and the lands of 
I Tara for a reward; for they resolved if they did 
noi meet with success in the expedition, their 
wives and children should be sufficiently provided 
for ; and though they lost their lives, it wa!j tRfeir 
duty, they judged, to take a proper care of the 
:fnteresl of their posterity. 

These proposals were oflfcred to Maolseachluii^, 

i*ho received them with indignationit apprehend* 
ing them to be exorbitant and uttjuSt) he there- 
fore left O Neill, and with his retinue returned 
to bis Own court. Under these disappointments he 
was undetermined what course to follow, and there- 
fore he summoned the principal of C^an Colmati 
to repair to him, and' assist him with tlieir advice. 
.He represented to tbe iiobility of'that tribe, the 
deplorable state of his afiairs and p'articulaify in- 
formed them of the insolence ^nd haughty de- 
mands of Hugh O' Neill and the chiefs of Siol 
Eogain, requesting withal- that they Would hot 
leave . hnn in his extremities, 'but continue Cheir 
fidelity tbhjm at 'this titte wheu'he had VhtM^ octei- 
sion for their Council and'assistance. 
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The dsm assembled upon tin» ddQflil^on« and 
vreighing even the minutest cirCutastance of the 
case, came to this resoldtioni that tha king being 
unaUe to meet the kix^ of Mmnfteir in the fieldi, 
and decide the dispute by force ^of aims, should 
make his submission to Bryda fioifotmhe» and 
immediately ^o to his camp at Tarat vihere he had 
lain for^ii month, and offer him hitl futm-e obe* 
dience. Ifiis advice was complied with. by the 
king, \irho taking whh him 1,5200 horsci arrived 
at the king of Monster's Mmpt be was toon ad* 
mitted into the presence of Bryen Boirormhe, who 
received him with great courtesy/ and aciiepted 
his submission* | 

But Maolseacliluin so resented the treatment 
lie received from Hugh O NeiiU thftt lie informed 
Bryen of what had passed; and notwithstanding, 
bis unfortunate circumtstances obliged him to* sali^ 
ifait, yet he still retained So much of tlie spirit of 
a Icings that he told the king of Munster that his 
>3ubmis8ion was no reflection \ipon his personal cou- 
rage, for he had fully. determined to give him bat* 
tie if his subject') would have aHowed him a com- 
petent supply; and therefore his present tender . 
of obedience was the effect of invincible necessity, 
which it was out of his power to oVer-rule» Thia 
ii^enuous declaration m^de feuch on impression 
upon the king of ftf anster,. that lie told him he^, was 
sensibly affected .witit the posture of his i^ina, 
and promised, that if he bad atay prospect pf re- 
tri^ving the difficulties he |^y_aiider« he would- 
forego the advantages he hli4-aftd allow him a 
yearns respite to repair Jiis brc^ken fortune, and 
then he 'would meet him in the .field, and decide » 
the controversv by the sword; and he furth^. 
engi^adi that ne . would rely upon Itis honour fbr 
the execution of the terms after th^ year was ex- 
pired, and would not insist^ upon h<^stageft as a- 
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s^uriCy forhts ptfifornimicd. Ih the mean time* he 
proposed to mardi northwards with his army, to 
watch the motions ,of Hugh O Neill, and Eo- 
chaidh, son of Ardgail,' king of Vhkett whom, if: 
he fotnkl inclined to oppose him» ht resolved to 
engage ; and said 'that he should not be surprised 
if Maolseacfiluin should join his northern confed- 
erates and light against him, since he was willing 
to put^ the catise itpon the issue of a Battle, and 
i3iat the victor should en}ov th^ crown of Ireland 
Without disturbance* Maolseachhiin, moved with, 
^e generosity of the Momonian king, assured 
him .that he abhorred such ungrateful practices, 
and he also promised, that he would not, were it 
in hii^ power, assist them against him; but told him 
he was of opinion, that his northern progress ws» 
an^easonabfe, at that time, and might be justly 
deferred till another opportjunity, and therefore he 
dissuaded liim from undertaking it. This advice 
Was accepted by Bryen, and was suitable to the 
condition of his armv, for the greatest part 
of his provision was exhausted, and he was in no 
capacity to attempt such a jowney, or to execute 
such a design. 

Bryen therefore decamped from Tara, and di- 
rected his march homewards ; but first he made a 
present of 240 fine horses tp the Irish monarch, 
and bestowed ve^" munificent gifts of gold and 
silver upon his retinue, and the two kings parted 
with great friendship, and with all the otitward 
testimonies of affection and respect. Bryen Boi- 
roimhe returned to his court in Munster, and 
Maolseachluin took upon'^him the care of ins gov- 
ernment, and the admintstrattod of the public 
affiiirs as before. 

After the expiration of the yea?, for which time 
a cessation Or arms was condudecf between the 
tiro^kings, Bryen Boiroimhe began his military 
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preparati<M)s with great vigour; h? ordered bis 
army, after be had completed bis regimeota^ to;a 
general* rendezvous, and summoned not only the 
natives of his own^ province, butthe Danes^ to 
enter into the service ; there <Kflfered themselvies, 
as auxiliaries, the Irish and Danes of Wjiterfiir4 
of Wexford, of O Neachaehs in the province of 
Mupstei-,,of CorcoUiigheaqh, and of Jobh Gi^i- 
aealach« T^ese, when they were united, made fT 
formidable body, and the kfng of Munster at the 
be^d of them, matched to Atfaione, where .he was 
met bv ^ principal nobility of the proviate c£ 
Conacnt, who batt prepared hostages of the first 
quality^ and delivered theni ap aa a security for 
their future ^obimssioii and obedietice to him ay 
king of Ireland^ Here likewise ' hd received hos*^^ 
Cages from : Maolsei^chliiiiri, king of Ireland, who 
was not capable of meeting him an tbe field, arid 
tba^eforss war obliged to confess himself a tnbutarjr 
prince, and |iay homia^ to the king of Mnnktec 
fir3ren Boiroimhe^ attended by. the confis&rate 
£»rces of Murister, Letiister, Conacht and) Meatfa; 
directed ho; marcK towards Duivdalk,' whsrc( he 
'meCwith some opposition from th«r people oi Ub- 
ter^ but they were subdu^ with smsli difficulty, 
-and the princiind nobility of the province* were 
tasken prisoners.' A continued course of victoiy 
^and auccess followed the arm;; of this reqawned 
f>rinc<^ who having- extended his* conquests over 
-the most considerable part of the island, what 
remained, voluntarily submitted; and thus he 
•eiaed upon the crown, and was |Nroclaimed tuo* 
narch of Ireland. 

And worthy he was to command a kingdom of 
Mtoch larger extent, forhe was a prince invincible 
jni^rms, of great experience in tpiHtarv discipline^ 
munificent t6 his friends, and merciful to his ene^ 
mies. He bad a greatshitre in the affections of the 
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iKbple, iipon account of liis inany heroievictoriep 
9knd 9Ccompli%hmmt&i nor was it uirjusi or inglch 
nouff ia Mm to^makfijxi attempt upon the. crown of 
Irelaoidt-for jt apppmra in th» Jbistory th^^t the 
jsoiil*se of sitooesBicHi was often interrupted, and 
hereditary rtgbto laid ^aeide ; the moparehy was in 
'wmcsitfisiire rlective^. and genm'nily fell itito the 
bunds of ;the most valiaot and beloved by tfee ^00^" 
^{i)r; BO trhat the asperfliona that ace fixed by aooie 
authors upon the character, of this • Momoniaa 
prince, for thrusting hisoelf by violence itita ik^ 
fthnmaof Munstei\ are itt-6i]p^(»!ted3 nor did he 
.Vicdafte .any of Ihfi eatahHdwd iarw9^ or act contrary 
latiievonitkution'of! tiieTdngdom; The greaiest 
pBiTi'df the iiiand he subdued by Jm arms,. for he 
*fiiiiead imdei hik obedienice ^al » wh0 refused to oen^ 
lesa hia . auftbrity ; bat <|be: ju^ce and natund 
blem^ricy «f his temper teoh. procured htm the 
la&etioiis. of the people of aH n^nlcs aftd conditiotfi^ 
mliiat'iie. was prodaifiied by universal cpna^at^ 
and Maohttac^uia was ofaiigM Jtotresi^ Iheseepi- 
tf fi. Mid retire. jgaiaoeaUy to the atete of 4 suUiect 
. fii^en. Birfmmifae win new lA possession of the 
throne. He was the son ef Kesmedyi son .of 
Xoccan, son of.fLacbtti^ son of CathaU son ef 
Coi^ son of: Afliaan^ son of Mat^on^ sen of Tun- 
^agh«. ao» of Cathbl, aon of Hugh Caomh^ soa ef 
£ochaidh Baldearg^ eon of Carthan Fionn, 8O0 
c^ Bloin, aon of Qui^ son of Gonall Eachluatl^ 
aoii of Luigdbeach Meano, son of Acmgns Ti- 
j^i^ Boa ^ Fearcfaorb, son of Modhcheeb, aon 
^ Coraaac Caa, aon.txf QiliolJi. Ollum, descraded 
from the royal line of Heber Fionn^ and governed 
lik€ kingdom tandve years. Tbe mother xd this 
•jMLrlike prmoe was BeibMoB Cianogi the daughter 
/of .4(rehadbt king of iiie weatmii piMl; of the^pni- 
^vinee of Ceoacht* Thece wtne many amnoraUe 
^tsanaaaiaaiia happened ^ dtiritwr Ihe^ josiasa o£lhas 
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priHce, particularly an attempt of Sitric, the son 
of Humphry, general of the Danes. This for- 
eigner, with a number of his countrymen, fitted 
out a fleet, and plundered the coasts of Ulst^ 
with great cruelty ; he likewise destroyed and ran- 
sacked Cill Cleithe, and Ines Comeasgraidh, and 
canjpd off very Valuable spoils and many pris* 
oners. 

After these outrages of the Danes, the pious 
Naomhan, son of Maolciarain, primate of Ireland, 
was translated to a better life; and about the same 
time died Randle, the son of GofTra, king of the 
isle of the Danes. Bryen Boiroimhe, king* of 
Ireland, with a strong body of troops, marched 
to Cineal £ogain, in the province of Ulster, and 
from thence he directed his course to Meath^ 
where Jie continued for the space of a week ; and 
being. a priqce of singular piety, he laid twenty 
ounces of gold upon Sie altar of Ardmach, as aa 
oblati<Mti* He proceeded fcom thence .with his 
army to Dialnaruidhe, where the principal nobiKty 
of' Ulster met him with their hostages^ whom they 
delivered to him as security for their future obe- 
dience. Soon after this he removed to Tyrcounel, 
where he likewise received' hostages from the prin- 
cipal nobility of that country, who confessed hh 
authority, and paid him homage as a prince in ac- 
tual possession of the throne, and therefore ess the 
lawful monarcli of the kingdom. 

Ahojixt this time Maolruana, the son of Ard- 
1^1, king of Ulster, died; as did likewise the 
learned Glothna, son of Aongns, the principal 
poet of Ireland^ and Cathal O Connor, who gov- 
erned the province of Conacht for twenty years, ' 
and expired at Inis Domhnain. 

The provincial- troops of Munster and Leinster^ 
under the conduct of Mortoughj Ihe son of Bryen 
BoircHOihe^ made incursions and phindered Cineal 

VOL. it. do 
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Luigheach'. There attended him In this expedi- 
tion Flathbhertach, the son of Muireadhach^ who 
raised a resohite body .of the martial tribe of the 
O Neills, and did great execution upon the enemy. 
In this attempt the spoils thai were carried off 
amounted to a great value, and the number of 
prisoners were 300. The king. of Ireland Kkewise, 
at the head of a formidable army, marched to 
Magh Coruinn, and surprised Maolruadhna O 
Doraidji, king , of Cineal Conuill, and carriied 
him prisoner to Cean Coradh. Mortough, the 
son of tho'king of Ireland, a valiant and warlike 
prince, entered the province'of Leinster with fire 
and sword, and raged over the country in a terri- 
ble manner, as far as Glean da Loch, and from 
\hence he l«d his victorious army to Kilmainham. 
The Danes about this time set to sea, apd Janded 
t]pon the coasts of Munster, where they committecl 
dreadful ravages, and plundered Cork and then 
set it on fire. But the divine vengeance pursued 
these savage barbarians; for soon after these hos- 
tilities, Humphry, the son of Sitric, king of the 
Danes, and Mathghamhuin, the son of Dubhgoil, 
son of Humphry, were seized by stratagem ^nd 
murdered by Daniel Dubhdabhoireann, About 
this time the Lagenians, in conjunction with the 
Danes of Leinster, entered the country of Meath, 
and'plundered Tarmuin Feicinn with great cruelty, 
and carried away a multitude of prisoners. But 
the hand of God was distinguished in the punish- 
ment of these ravagers, for they perished soon 
a;fter by exemplary inflictions fi'oih heaven. 

Bryen Boiroimhe, having fixed himself in the 
absolute possession of the throne of Ireland, and 
suppressed by force of arms the unrqly Danes, 
and others who opposed him, resolved to settle 
the disordered ^tate of his dominions, and repair 
what the fury of the civil wars had destroyed. In 
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the first place he judged it would contribute to his 
fiitute security, to bestow some popular favours 
upon the principal nobility and gentry of the king- 
dom, whom by degrees he so ooliged, by confer* 
ring very valuable rights and privileges upon them, 
that instead of disturbing his reign with new com- 
motions, they were overcome by his clemency and 
indulgence, and approved themselves a loyal and 
obedient people. This generous and princely 
conduct fixed him in the affections of his subjects, 
and obtained him the character of a worthy and 
munificent prince. By this time a general peace 
and tranquillity prevailed throughout the island^ 
which afforded a proper opportunity to the king of 
Ireland to rebuild and repair the churches and 
religious houses which tne wicked Danes had 
destroyed. Hfe summoned together all the clergy 
of whatever order, who had been ejected by these 
cruel sequestrators during the time pf the public 
troubles, and enquiring strictly into the rights and 
pretensions of every one, he restored them all to 
their several rights and filled the^ cathedrals and 
abbeys with the members that belonged tb them. 
The revenues likewise of the church, which 
had been sequestrated by the sacrilegious Danes, 
and perverted to abominable purposes, he reco-^ 
vered and established them upon th^ir original 
foundations. 

The face of religion being thus cleared up, his 
next care, was to provide for the education of 
youth; and for that end he repaired the public 
schools, that had been destroyed by the" Danes, 
who were professed enemies to learning, and erects 
ed new academies where they were wanting, in 
several parts of the ki|igdom. In these nurseries 
the liberal sciences atid all the brsinches of human 
learning were * taught; public libraries were built 
for poor students, and a provision made fbr youth 
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of promising hopes, ivho were iimthle to support 
themselves. And thus were the universities en- 
ridied and governed by regular discipline, which 
had that effect as to train up persons of excellent 
abilities in all professions, who revived the decayed 
state of learnii^, j^nd not only concerned them- 
selves in instructing the youth of ttieir own king- 
idom> but were of excellent use in polishing the 
rugged and illiterate disposition pf the neighboui:- 
ing nations. 

The commons likewise of the kingdom, who 
were lords ,of lands, the farmers, and the lowest 
degree of the people, were endowed with large 
immunities hy the munificence of this prince, who 
bestowed upon the native Irish whatever territories 
he conquered from the Danes j and if those who 
were the original proprietors were alive, and could 
^ive evidence of their right, they were settled in 
their former possessions atnl confirmed in them. 
This prince kept his court free from sjrcophants 
and favourites } nor woyld he enrich his nearest 
relations by oppressing the meanest subject in the 
island. |Ie it was that appointed sirnames of dis- 
tinction to all the several branches of the Milesian 
race, an(l to other principal families in Ireland, in 
prder to avoid confusion, and that the genealogies 
mifi;ht be preserved with more regularity* Amoi^ 
pther public structures, this prince erected the 
great church of Ki)laIoe, and the church ^ Inis 
Cealtrach, and repaired the steeple of Tuam 
Greine, that *as ruinous and decayed. He like- 
wise laid causeways thrpughout the kingdom, and 
pended the high roads for the ease of travdlers, 
which was an act very popular to hia subjects. 
He built garrisons, and raised fortifications in 
proper places, where he kept a standing force, to 
be. ready upon all exigencies and neqessities of the 
^tate. He also fortified the royal palaces of Cashel| 
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of Ceair Feabradh^ of Inis Locha Gea, of Inis 
Locha Guar, of Dun Eocbair Ma^lic^ of Dun 
Jasg, of Dun TriUiag, of Diin Gcrokt, of Dun 
Gliach Insi an Gaiil, Ducbh, of Ims Loclia ^Bighf- 
lean, of Rosna Riogh, of Ceann Coradii, of Boi- 
roimhe, and of all the royal forts in the province 
of Munster. He built bridges over rivers and 
deep waters that were impassable before; and re- 
paired and purged the corruptions that had crept 
into the established la W69 and inspired his subjects 
with such a spirit ol^ honour, integrity, and virtue, 
that a young lady of excellent oeauty undertook 
a journey from the north of Ireland, adorned with 
jewds and a most costly dress ; end os a testimony 
of the security there was in travelling, dtie carried 
a wand in her hand, with a g^d ring of great 
value fixed on the top of it, and arrived at a place 
called Tonn Cliodhna, whicii lay in the southern 
part of the island, and was at the utmost distance 
iroin the place she set jout ; yet snch in^ressions 
had the good law^ of Bryen nxed upon the minds 
of the people, that no person attempted to injune 
her honour, or to rob her of the ring that she car- 
ried openly upon a stick, or strip her of^er clothes, 
whkdi would have been a valui^)le booty. This 
transaction is delivered to posterity in a poetical 
composition of good authority, wherein are the 
lines following : 

The iDstitutes of Bryen Boiroimhe, 
So whoiesorae'for the support of virtue* 
. Were kept with 90 much revereuce andregardy 
Thot A yonog lady of coosumnufee beauty, 
Adom'd with jewels and a ring of ffiHA, 
Traveird alone on foot from north to aouth. 
And no attempt was made' upon her honour, ' 
' Or.to divest her of the clothes she wore. 

» 

Itie kingdom of Ireland recovered from intes- 
tine and foreign wars, under the kind influence of 
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the administi^tion of this prince, who opened a 
^cene of plenty and tranquillity to the inhabitants, 
which continued without interruption for the space 
of twelve years, which was the whole time of his 
reign. The state of happiness which prevailed 
throughout the idand is, recorded in the verses sub- 
joined : 

The most renowned Bryen BoiroiniTie 
Govero'd the isle in peace;' and through his reign 
Ths IrUh were a brare and wealth j people^ 
, And wars and discords ceased. , 

The historians of those times reckon this excel- 
lent prince in the number of the heroic and muni* 
ficent kings that sat upon the throne of this king- 
dom. They always mention hira as the third whose 
conduct and.heroic vtrtnes raised the reputation of 
the Irish, and made them^^ormidable to their ene- 
mies. The first of these excellent monarchs they 
. esteem to be Conaire the great, the son of Eiders- 
geoil; the second was Cormac, the son of Ait, 
son of Conn, the renowned hero of the hundred 
battles; and the third was the noost illustrious 
Bryen Boiroimh^, king of Ireland. This magni- 
iicent prince supported his royal grandeur by a 
splendid court, and kept a most sumptuous and 
hospitable table suited to his dignity. The quan- 
tity of provisions that were ddily consumed is 
scarce credible. The place of his residence was 
Ceann Coradh, where his retinue was becoming 
the majesty of an Irish monarch, and whither the 
three provinces of the island brought their subsi- 
dies and ccMitributions, which were very large, to 
defray the expenses of his royal court, besides the 
constant revenue which arose from the two pro- 
vinces of Munster, and was paid yearly into his 
exchequer. .An account of these particulars is 
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transmitted to us by a celebrated poet and antir 
quary, in a poem which begins in these words 
Boiroimhe baile na Riogh. This writer ex- 
pressly relates the constant tribute both of 
provisions and other necessaries that wai^ paid, not 
only by the two provinces of Munster, but by 
the other three provinces of the island. The 
particulars are specified in the following order: 
2670 beeves, 137O hogs, ISO loads or tons of iron, 
325 hogsheads or pipes of red wine, and 150 pipes 
of other wines of various sorts, and 500 mantles. 
These annual tributes,* appointed for the use and 

« 

• '< Detail of the Public Rights, regarding both the kiog of ^ 
Munster and the subordinate princes and statq^ of the same 
province : extracted from Gen. Vallancey*8 Collect* de Rebus 
HiberniciSy Vol. L No. III. p. S74, Ac 

I The king of Munster, (who was also called the king of 
Cashel, from his raiding at that place,) presented by way of 
subsidy, every y^ar^ ten golden cups, thirty golden hilted swords, 
and thirty horses in rich furniture, to the Dal-Cassian king« 
whenever he was not the sovereign of all Munster, to which h^ 
had an alternate right by ihe wiU of Olliollolum. In some co- 
pies of The book of Rights, I find added to the above presents, 
ten coats of mail, two cloaks richly adorned^ and two pair of 
chess boards of curious workmanship. 

II. To the king of Eogaoact Caisil, when the Dal-Cassian 
^hief became king of Munster, according to his alternative, ten 
men slaves, ten women slaves, ten golden cups, and teii horses 
in full furniture. 

III. To the king of Ossery , otherwise callled'the king of Gab^ 
hran, ten shields, ten swords, and two cloaks with golden clasps 
and rich embroidery. The prose mentions^ ten horses, ten 
shields, ten cloaks, and two suits of military array. 

.IV. To the king of Ara, six swords, six shields of curious 
workmanship, and six scarlet cloaks. The prose adds, seven 
shields,, seven swords, and seven horses. 

V. To the king of Bile, six men slaves and six women slaves, 
sik shields, and six swords: according to the pro$e, eight coats 
of mail, eight shields, eight swords, eight horses and eight 
cups. 

VI. To the king of Uaithne, six shields, six swords richly 
mounted, and six horses magnificently accoiftred, and particu« 
larly with golden-bitted bridles ; according to the prope, seven 
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wrrice of die crown, were fakt by public Taws . 
npiHi the several coantries of the isknd, and in 
the following prnportion : 800 cows and 800 hogs 
were feed upon fbe province of Conacht, and 

* # 

hanm, m^ gimrdb aiidt e^p^ ei^ together with particular 
RiHritB of heaour and distiacticMi shewn him at the court of 

CashdL . . . 

VIL To the king of DeisieSy a ship well rigged, a gold- 
hiked sword, and a horse in rich furniture; by the prose. 
€fighf ships, eight men ^iras, eight women slaves^ eieht coats of 
m«l, ei^t shiekUt ^ight swords and eight horses. 

VIIL To the king of Cairbre Aodhbha, whose principal seat 
#as Brughrigh, ten slaves made craptive in a foreign country, as 
appears from the plain text of the verse, viz. Deith Gaill gan^ 
Gaedhilga: dre prose has seven bond slaves, seven free servants, 
seven swordlB,-aiid cups. - 

IX. To the king of Conall Gabha, the following privileges and 
presents, viz. while the king of Comd Gabhra remained at die 
eoint of Cashe},'he had the honour to sit near the king at tat>le» 
and at his departure firom court, was presented with a horse in 
fklh fyrni t at ey and a military suit of array, and ail his attendants 
leceivie d theKke presents proportioned to their rsspecttve ranks ; 
according tsr the prose, the whole was only ten shields, ten 
iwords, ten horses, and ten eups.^ 

X. TotJVe king of Afne Cliach, a sword and shield of the 
kind's own wearing, attd thirty cloaks, #^hicl^were given him in 
the month of May, precisdy according to the verse, Is triocad 
brat gach Beilt^ ; the prose has eight swords, eight horses, 
eight cups, two cbats of maiS, and two cjoais. 

XL To the king of Fearamighe or Gleanhamhain, one horse, 
richly accoutred, one shield curiously wrought, and one sword r 
by the prose, seven horses, seven shields, and seven cups. 

XII. To the king oi Aiobh Liathatn, a sword and shield of 
the king^s own wearing, one horise richly accoutred, and one 
embroidered cloak : according to the prose, five horses, ^w^ 
swords, five clodcs, and five cups« 

XIII. To the king of Musgruidhe, one of the king^s owii 
swords, one of his horses, and one of his hounds : the prose 
allows seven horses, seven coats cff mail) and seven suits of 
compleat armour. 

XIV. To the king of Ratthleann, ten sword^, ten scarlet and 
' ten blue cloaks^ and ten cups ; according to the preset, ten hof* 

seTi ten coats of nail^ and ten lAields. 
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appointed to be sent in annually upon the first day 
of November ; <S00 cloaks or nmntles, and 500 
cows, were 'to be supplied from the country ot' 
Tyrconnel ; 60 hogs, and 60 loads or tons of iron, 

XV. To the king of Pairinne, seven ships, seven coats of 
maiif and seven swords : by the prose, seven ships, seven coatft 
of mail, seven horses, seven swords, and seven cups. 

XVI. To the king of Letm-con, a ship in full rigging, onte 
horse in rich furniture, one cup curiously wrought, and one 

' sword : in the prose, seven ships, seven horses, seven coats of 
mail, seven shields, and seven swords. 

XVII. To the king of Loch-letn« len ships, ten dun horses, 
and ten coats of mail : by the prose, seven ships, s jven horses, 
seven coats of mail, seven shields, and seven swords. 

XVII f. To the kitig of Ciaruidhe, ten horses well accoutred* 
and .a silk cloak : according to the prose, seven cloaks with gold 
clasps, seven horses, and sevbn cup^. 

XIX. To the king of Dairbre, three ships well rigged, arid 
three swords: according to the prose, seven horse^Gk seven 
hounds, and seven cups ; and so oil to other petty kings and 
states, too tedious to be mentioned ; every one of which he 
complimented with a proportionable present, by way of an 
annual subsidy.*' 

<< The Fiscal: Tributes, the manner of pa^ng them, agreeably 
to the primitive times, will be sufficiently exemplified by the 
following entries, faithfully translated word for word out of the 
ancient record, called Leabhar na gcort, or, The book of Irish 
rights. 

I. Tlie king of Cashel-or Munster received a yearly tribute 
of 1000 bullocks, lOOQtrowsi 1000 weajthers, and 1000 cloak*, ^ 
from the inhabitants of Burren. 

11.^ From the inhobitants of Corcamniadh, 1000 bullocks, 
1000 cow^, 1000 sheep, and 1000 cloaks. 

ill'. From the people of Corcabhaiscin, lOOObuUocks, 1000 
weathers, 1000 hogs, and 1000 cloaks. ^ 

IV. From tho inhabitants of Corcaduibhne, 1000 bullocks^ 
and 1000 cows : but accordmg to the poem beginning with the 
words, *' Cios Caisii Aqcualablimr," it is added, SO scarlet 
cloaks, 30 bullocks, and 30 milch cows. . 
' V. From those of Ciaruidhe, 1000 bullocks, 1000 coWs, and 
1000 hogs. 

, Vt ^om the people of Seatshtmadfa, 100 bulfocks, 100 
cows, and 100 hogs : accordine to the poefli,^ they were te p4y 
dnly 60 bullocks,^ covirs, and 60 black w^at^ers. , 

VOX* w. 9 n 
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WAS the yewAy tribute df the jnhabitamts «f Tva, 
tiOgmn ; 1^0 cows, and 150 hops, were to be pai4 
ky the Clana JU^Jiraidbo^ in tlie province of Uls- 
ter} 1(K) cows WQ8 the contribution of the Oj;giai>^ 

yiL From 4he iakabitants of Corooluigh^ WO bullockt, iOO 
.jOow«. And 100 4iogs. 

, Vlil. From the ,peqple of Miugruidhc, 1000 coirs, and 1000 
iiqgs , tboi4gk other ai^couais add 380 baenea, 300 bo^ iOO 
.milch cowa, and 100 cloaka* 

IX. From the inbahitants of that part of Fearmuighetirhich 
belonged to O Dugain, of the nuae of Ir^ son of Mileadh, 40 
bullous, 401>eeYea, and ¥> milch cowa* 

X. f'rom the people of the Desiea, lOOO huUockv 1000 
milch cowsr 2000 bogs, 1000 sbe^^ and 1000 doaka. 

XI* From those of Uaitbne^ dOO«Mlcb cows, 300 hags, 100 
'bullook^, and 300 cloaks. 

XII. From the inhabitants of Jkau 100 cow^ UX) hogi^ 2QQ 
weathers, and lOOgreen clerks* 

OUII, From tbepec^ofOssei^^ 70O boiRa, and YOO lAoaksr; 
rbesides the obligation inouOibentfon tbe^fciog of Ossery of Aup^ 
.paying the king of Munster jfrath his xontingent of armed men, 
when demanded upon raojr ooCiessary occasion. A od so on from 
different oCher countries and petty states : all whiah si^pplies 
were to be^paid in hy those difier^nt peoplq, at stated tiosefrand 
certain sesscms 6t* ihe year. 

N. B. The .fimlg^us, and the following tribes and pfincipalv 
ties were exempited from paying this kind of fiscal tribute to 
the king of Munster, as is set ibrth in The book cf rights, 'but 
nore at lau;e in the Irish poem b^ginaiiig iritb the w«i>ds, A 
^alcho^mamhaa moire, vis. 

1. Eoganact Cashel ; 2. EqgsoMct Aine ; S. Eagmiaot 
Gleonnahibain ; il. £(^Banact 'fiaitfaileaa; *5. l^iM^an$ct Tjodia 
Lein; 6. Eoganact Gra&ns 7. Aoibh tiallHiin : 8. Va 
CconnuiU Gabhva ; a Aoibh Cakbre Aodhbha; Ok Bile 
y FhoguEtha. , In a word, all the itribes desp^ded From 'OIBol- 
olum, bQT Mifthreeacnsy £^gfmMor«, Contiap Cass^and^fljan, 
were Qoasidereil as frep states, exempted from the porneatof 
'this soft.<of (annual tribute &rrtihe support eif ihe iangs honsa- 
hold." 

<< Subsidiaiy Praacnts nifide l^«the Va^g c£ Munster teethe 
different pentarchs or provinciiu kings, and other j^rinooB f^ 
irelBBd? .^ bis-foyal 4xmr to those^princes, as tha sao^is djsacri- . 
fM^^ JChe book of rights. 

I. The king af AXunster, attended l{jr the MsS pimgl i/t 
his kingdom, began his visits with the king of Connavj^it^and 



hchsi Seo h»ye% dD& b^^ $as^ {IQQ toads «r 
tojisr ef &^n, were to b^ paMi bjv the province ^ 
Letnsber; 60 beevefir 60 kegs^ Md fiO loads or 
tons of iroiv were {iravuM hy the people of 0»- 

f t^neo^A !«• him le^sk^tdiw IQ<^ mt^ erf* iirili«iry tmwr, 100 
swords, and 100 cufi ; io retuca. lor wbichk he wm to ent^ttaia. 
. bim (be tw^ iQpnttm <^^. ^18 royal palace qf C^uachan, a^d the])f 
escort him to. the territories of Tjrrconnell. 

IL He presencecF to the king of T3Fveo»DetI, 20 9lec4% 5t0 
con^pkte snnours,. and 9111 eliaakt; in wlich thowcl^W^g 9^p»> 
ported: hm and} ifi^ lKlb^^y ^ MimaM i for oo^ i««Dth^ at Us 
pal^icc of BmciruadK mtdafterw^Mrdsiei^f o^ted hin» V) the princi- 
pality of Tyrone^ 

ni. He presented to the king of Tyrone, SO steeds, 50 
flMrords, <nd ^i^aps $ for whicib this, king fitertaiiiied kin aad 
his C9urt ftir ii vnmib al hk f9\9c^ of OiUi^i i^^ Ibao coq* 
teyedhim toi TolapboQgr 

IV. Ho gavQ ^e king of Tu1ach-<tt SO sorrel steeds, SO 
swocdi^ QQd SO eaps ;.in return finr- wmch l!i^ chfoast treated 
laka and h^ auito for twelve days at Drmnblda, Mid tibeact e &• 
c«il6d hjn to ibf prinoipaBty of QpgMkt 

V. Ha pf«iaa$^4 fbp kio!^ of 0«giaU% vitb 70 ate«ds» 70 
aulta of 9»ilitary ^p^reU 4pa eight pord^t? ; in gratibade for 
which the said prince was to entertain him and biB nobility f<|i 
one nion^ at his pakice of Eamhainj and afterwards ttf eaGOrt 
Um to ^ kiggdmofj^tter. 

VI. To He linf ^Tl^ar Im praiBent^d IQO at«^ 100 
awords, 100 oloakat IQO^ Qvpai mi 100 bed-povera or goaolet- 
points curiously wrought ; in consideration of whieh royal pre* 
sent, this king regaled him and hia fetinue fbr two mondis at 
hk pidace c^Botree, andthea waited upon hiai witli die princes 
and nobles of his ocnrt t(i the kingdom of fSepA. 

VII. He presented to the king of 'Meath 100 steeds, SO con^r 
pleat armours, 30 cofsteta, and SO doaki; for which the said 
king treated him and bh couH for one xpontb in his palace of 
TeanAair or Tarat ani affaerwarda eacoxt^ bioi iritb lOQ of his 
own chie& to the kingdom of Leinster. 

VIII. He presented the kin^ of I^einster irith SQ bcmd-women, 
50 ateede, 30cupa, and 30 fieh bed-cevers : m return fbr which 
he was entertained fo^ two ibonths by the two kings of the north 
aiid sautiiparUof Lehiatari and (kefi the said 1niin» together 
Willi tibeir«eMe»| were to nceompayiy hiif t» diepmeipall^ d£ 
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. sery ; 150 pipesor hogsheads qf wine was' the pro- 
'^OFtioti of the Danes who inhabited the city <^ 
Dublin j' and 865 pipes or hogsheads of red wine 
was the yearly tribte^kmanded from the Danes of 
Limericks 

The great revenues that were paid acnually into 
the exchequer of this prince, by the several cotrn- 
ties throi^ghout the island» are. an .evident testi- 
iDO^iy of the pomp and grandeur of his royal 
court of Ceann Coradh^ with what libera(ity and 
nragnificence he supported his princely character, 
aiid how he exceeded the mnnifieence and state of 
most of his predecessors. It would be inconsistent 
with tliie brevity of this chronicle, to take particu* 
lar notice of all the virtues and accomplishments of 
this Irish monarch) and of the several laws which 
he ordained for the government of his kingdooi. 
Among the rest» what injunctions he established for 
regulating the precedency of the nobility, when 
they took their places in the public assemblies con* 
vened by his summons ; of which the curious may 
;be thoroughly informed by having recourse to the 
poetical composition above-motioned, where the 
several orders are at largfe expressed ; but it may 
not be improper to observe in this place, that none, 
-of whatever quality, were permitted to wear arms 
•in the court of this prince, but tlie noble tribe of 
. the Dailgais, as the following verses' testify: 

The most illustrious tribe 6f Dailgais 

Alone were lionour'd with the privilege 

Of wearing arms when they appeared at court. 

r Bryen Boirbimhe havings thus established his 

" IX, He presented the king of Ossery with - 36 horses, 50 
' tfonlet8jt>r coats of mail, aii4 SO swords: for which this king 
•was to entertain him at his palace of Gowran for. one raontl^ «nd 
then escort him to the territories of bis own kingdom/' 
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reTehues^ and fay hi8taiini6cence and other virtaw 
Tecovered the ancient dkaraieter df tlie Irish, ' that 
had been declining for some BgeSf resolved to 
biiiid some shipping and biecome formidable atsw. 
for tills purpose he sent to Maolmordha Mac Mtir- 
chiida» desiring that tiiree of the longest and , 
Jargest masts that could be found in his territo- 
ries should be sent to him. The request was ioi- 
juediately granted by tlie provincial prince, who 
ordered his woods to be surveyed, and the. fairest 
trees to be cut down and hewed by sliipwrights, 
and sent to the court of Ceann Coradh, and came 
himself to present them!to the king of Ireland. 
The first of these masts was carried by the inhabi- 
tants of Jobh Failge, the second by the people of 
: Jobh Faolain, and the third by those of Jobh 
• JSduireadbuig. In their way, as they came through 
Sliabh and Bboguig, or as other authont assert^ at 
a remarkable bog near the wood where the trees 
;grew, there arose a violent contest between the 
three tribes, that were appointed to carry the masts, 
about the point of precedence ; and the dispute 
.was, which of those tribes, should go foremost with 
.their burden, and be first admitted into the pre- 
-sence of the king of Ireland. This controversy 
.was carried on with great heat and animosity on 
^ali i^des, and at length came to the ears of Maol- 
mordha, king of Leinster, who, instead of beha- 
ving as a neuter in the quarrel, immediately got 
«from his liorse and declared himself in favour of 
,the tribe of Jobh Faolain. He rushed into the 
midst of the throng, and by force coming to tlie 
inast that belonged to that tribe, he dapped his 
shoulders under it as a common bearer, and to<& 
his share of the burden with the rest. But in the 
struggle he made to distinguish himself upon this 
. occasion, the silver button that kept togetlier his 
rich mantle flew ofl^ and was host. This manttcv 
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worn by Ae Idng oF IL«iinter, "vmi vad^. of tht 
nebeat silli% etobraMeta^ in a s|^eodid niMU»r 
•vitb gMc^ iniialvef ; the bottom of it was ftiiigieA 
j^beat with a Istce c^ ine^imoble Taloe^ and had 
4mlK ttMe dgo been preteateA to this piinoe by 
iBcyeti Bbitoifnfac^ kiag of Ireland* 

The kingof Lekisler hiteifoshig by hisaothoiv 
iky in this diqmte, the trSseo proceeded leisurely 
in their journey, and by dow nfeorcfaes: aitmed at 
Ceami CoiMi, tirhvre tlwy vaere courteoudy ic^ 
cehrcdy and ^viere hotioarably rewarded by the 
king, 't'he king of Leioster tvas adioiitted intatfae 
.<Hmrt,. where he veaa welcomed hy his sister,^ whose 
name was Gotfrofhtath^ and mho, by lierluarriage 
with Bryen Bdiroimhe, Mtvls, acknowledged qoeen 
of Ireland* After the nsnal cerempme^ were past 
•between the brother and sister^ the kingoi* I^ina- 
tec desired the cpieeu thafshe^ wonld be pleased to 
fix. a button npon his mantle, in the place of one 
be had -icat, in a dispute that arose between the 
tribes that- were ap^Mmited to carty. the masts, 
. wfaieb he was proud of the honour of bearing npycm 
his shouMers, as a testimotiy of h& subjection and 
obedience to her husband the king of Iretsad, 
Hie fueen, reflecting upon the glory of her an- 
cestors, who never paid homage to any prinoe in 
the world, wa» so incensed at this sfervile diq^ieeib' 
: tion of her brother, that she upbraided himset^ereiy 
for bis cowardice and meanness of ^rit, degcne- 
Fating from i^ courage and bra'wry cihh famiht 
and submitting to a yoke thai was never wotb by 
any of her illustrious faouse,^ and by that means 
entitling bondage and slavery upon all his posteri* 
ly ; and puUipg the mantk^ trom his shoulders 
with indignation, she threw it into the fire. 

The king of Leinster was moved with thi3 irio- 
lent and bold remonstrance from his sister^ bat 
fitippnessed Ms passion at that time and made no 



nw^, the sou of iBryiMt Md CoMwng, tiie mi 
of .DuRtohuaih, ^eii^ Polity iog At iaU^ (ttioaf^ 
4^ther wi&ter^ ^assea^t itiat (the coQi«68or *of St, Q»* 

with MMro(ign») imd tbe kinf^ of LioliifttQr :Hwd 
b^f bt^ as an itnftfir •apetittf^r he ii^d vised Ciwiitng 
to attafce t^pmat in bit tables, Whicih kad ttmt oflbet* 
iliirt iMoimug^ loat tba game. Xhi$ itfigeotriitta 
behairtottr ^aa (So iraseaented by ib^ prime 0f Infr- 
JaMU tbatji. among fother >thtiiga deliirerad in ipai^ 
aiocw file told tbe ku^ <of Leimter Afaat it was tbf 
lifs advice the iDanes loat ibp (bsttb^f Olaami 
JdaiUraia; ^bich ckn^t Mcmxmed the >ki^g<Nf 
Jieimter tcireply, :thatif tiio Dtanes mete d^aaied 
ibybiBftdiviM, bewoi^diom jiiAtibM(ikiiaiiV8]^to 
Ktfrieve diieir las% and bft^ 4|]Uti»vei^ ^^NE^ 
bimaelf ^andfais fiftfam^ ^he Aiia^^ SadMid* Tbo 
^neetnadte aaaireri, 4^hat ithoaerfbreignws had i>Mn 
m idfteQ dbaattsed by libe iridhtaraiy, ithai he tatrnd 
in Qo fear ?rom{aQ|r aMen^itib^ etiul4 tmti^ 
tbotigh tthe king qf tdemiker Was at the lie*! laf 
idfteoa. Madlmordlika iiattedialidly .retired to lilb 
clmitiber, (and fyveocaroie^H/viiih Miaoting 41pm Alw 
aodtg^ty he had received, ke nc^naad to <eat lar 
drink pubfiot^, ai ^ euatoai twaa; mA itA^ 

E'nce nf ireland dhauU fimd m^mito-^Ma^ aipon 
I peeioiit and jpmvant ^ rv^ucm, he mae^arly 
'tbe^neact^rnQraJaig, andileft ibe)i»)uctiiill«f mdigw 
4iaiicmiaiid (fisatre oiP eevei^i^ «ihtoh he neaia Wed to 
^t^ iexecetiM the fimt o|ip9ittffitl^« 

The iking 4>f Iiema|er wi^ aoim »iiiisaiiig, aaid 
Brgren BotroU&he, ocm^defija^ ^^at ijie wa$ 4!|{«ae 
avithootrthe ^eereinoiifirrof 4afhing Win^€u>M/wv4rf»pl W 
if rposaiUe by&ir meaAs t0 jndueerhiMi tonetjdiniti 
jEtnd for lliat purppue ibe imiiatQhoi « meswR^er 
jifterlhitt t^dksffilyhr rwb^ iGtaao 

Coradb, and receive a present ironv the kiHigof 
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Ireland, which h0 had provkled as an acknowledg- 
ment for his past services. The messenger over- 
took the kiflg lipon the east side of tne river Shan- 
Bon, near Kilidoe ; and having delivered his mes- 
sage from his master, Maolmordha in his passion 
struck htm violently thrice upon the hejul, with a 
esme which he held in his hand, by which means he 
frtetitred his akull. The name of this messenger 
was Cogamn, who bv reason of his wound was 
oblfgdd to be carried back to Ceann Coradh in a 
tttter : from this unfortunate person, Jobh Coga- 
ran, in the province of Munster, received its name. 
Upon his return, relating thecmel ctrumstances of 
his usage, the household troops desired leave to 
pursue the king of Leinster, and bring him to 
answer for this barbarous treatment of me king's 
messenger, who represented the king ; and there- 
fore it reflected upon his majesty's honour, to per- 
mit an indignity of this nature to pass unpunished. 
But the king of Ireland, considering tl)at Maol- 
mordha h^d received an * affront in his palace, 
4ig]uAst'the laws of hospitality, appeased the fury 
of his guards, and told them he would chastise the 
insolence of the king of Leinster at bis own doors ; 
and Sio permitted him to make his escapei, and to 
return witli safety into his own province. 
; Immediilely upon his arrival the king of Leins- 
ter summoned a conventibn of the principal no- 
bility and estates of his cotmtry ; and representing 
the usage he received at the court of Ceann Co- 
radh^ and relating the indignity of the action in 
the* most aggravating circumstances, the whole 
assembly came instantly into a resokition to join 
the power of the Danes, and to fall upon the 
king of Ireland ; whidi design was soon ' after 
executed in the battle of Clountarfi^, as will 
be particularly mentioned* in tiie course of this 
history* - .^ : ^ ' 



OP IBELAND 243 

It must be observed in this place, that Bryen 
Boiroimhe, king of Ireland, /had the honour of 
his country so much at heart, that by his authority 
he expelled all the Danes throughout the island, 
except such as inhabited the cities of Dublin, 
'Wexford, Waterford, Qork, and Limerick, whom 
he permitted to remain in the country for the ben- 
efit of trad6 ; for these foreigners were a mercan- 
tile people, and by importation supplied the king- 
dom with commodities that served both for plea- 
sure and use, and by this means ^ere a public 
advantage to the whole nation; the king of Leins- 
ter determined to prosecute his design, and for 
that purpose he despatched his messengers to the 
king of Denmark, to desire the assistance of ' 
auxiliary forces against the king of IrelaAd, who 
had erected a tyranny in the island, and used the 
Danes with great barbarity* arid forced them to 
abandon their possessions in the country. The 
Danish kii\g complied with his ' solicitation, ' and 
selecting a choice body of his army, consistirig of 
10,000 men, he placed them under the command 
of two of his sons, Carolus Cnutus and Andrew, 
who safely arrived with them at the port of 
Dublin. 

The king of Leinster having received this foreign 
aid, sent a herald tp Bryen Boiroimhe, to chal- 
lenge him to fight him at Clountarfie;* by this time 

\ ■*, • . 

N 

* The following bieatitlful description of die memorable bat* 
tie of Ciontarf, from the annals of Innisfallea, extracted froni ^ 
Gen. Vallancey's Coll. de Bebus Hib. Vol. I. ^o. IV. p. 
5^5, &C. may not bd unacceptable to the reader. 

*' Brien, hearing of the immense preparations of the Danes 
and Lageniansy and of the landing of very considerable Da* 
nish auxiliaries from Denmark, Norway, Sweden, the Orkney 
islands/ the Islands of Shetland, the Hebrides, thelsleof Mann» 
the Island of Lewiy, the Isle of Sky, Cantire and Cathness, 
both at and near the city of Dublin, mai^ched at the bead of his 
Momonian forces^ Joined by the troops |f Meath and Conaught, 
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the king af Ireland had inteiligence of the kodihg 
of the Danes, which ^news not only surprised tb^ 
court of Ceann Coradh, but the whole kingdcxn 
was alarciedf as dreading (he consequences of a 

under the command of their respectcve king^* 'M^bchy f^ 
liiige^ son of Cathal, son prCounory and encampedy 'a»he had 
done the year before, at Kilmainbam, within fuU view of his 
eneiniesr Soon after the encampment of his army, hp ^etached 
into Leintter a select body of trocips, consisting of the Qpwer 
of his Dal Cassmns.iandthothffKd piurt of tha Eiigeniana^ nadetf 
the commapd of hW son Diono^h, unperceived t>y the eneii»4es» 
charginfj^ them to return in two d^ys tim^, after they hs^d an- 
noyed the Lagenians, and destroyed their country. This expe- 
dition, fdiich was designed for causing a diversion, had been- 
approved of by Maladiy and all the other princes of Srien's 
eouncil : but in the mean time the treacherous and uf^ateful. 
lung of Tara lost no time to send a trusty eniissi^y to the D^*sb 
camp, to inform those foreigners of what had happened, entreat- 
ing uiem in the most pressing manner to attack Brien the fol- 
lowing day, and as an additibnal encouragement to them, he 
promised to desert ftrom the naonarcfa ia the bo^tinutig of .th», 
action* 

These advantageous offers of the king of Tara were .sppn 
accepted of by the D^nes and Lagenians, inspmueh that th^y^ 
spent the taight in preparing for a general action,* and prepcifte j t 
themselves at the first appearanee of day-light before vBrienIg 
atmy on the plain of Clotitaif, ^'ith colous^ dk»l^ed, and. 
formed into three separate corps or divisions. Itie $n^ vff^ 
composed of the Danes of Dublin, under the comipand, .of 
their king Sitricus, agisted by the auxiliaries sent ftt>m *Sweden^ 
Korva}% aad Btenniark, who were commandiad by their generlilfr 
Carrol and ^Anfud, ibe two sons ef Bvncqs, langiqf ^0rway>. 
Dolanus and Conmaolus, two famous officers, and Brodar^ 
general of the troops of Denmark ; ^nd what was- r^n^a^a^le 
in thosp days, 1000 of these auxiliaries h(^ their bodies c^v^gted 
with entire coat^ of brass. . llie second division consisted .of the 
insular Danish auxiliaries, under the conimaT>d of $itricu|, so& 
of Lo^ar, earl of the Orkney inlands, who was ^ ^^cer-pf, dis- 
tinguished experience and meri^ : and.th^ l^t* copsjsf ^d olf thl$, 
. forces of X<^ii^stpr uftdcr the command of M»)lmprdh|^. M^c 
Miircbada, principal king of that province, ^J^^o^an, s^b of 
D'uluing, pett , king of tFie western, parts iff ](tfeinst^r. Mi^ 
Tu^thil, kmg qf Lifie, Mac Brogarva.iu V^Vg of {ve-F9i]|{^ 
aud 1 OCiO Danish troops to support th.ejx) in ^t^^^vigagGtiQU} . 
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/W^r, which had so terrible atio^pect, and might 
(he atti^nded with ati issiie fcital to th^ peace and 
liberty of thq tslaad. But the heart of J^ryen was 
>4 stranger to fear» and tbeqsfore he accepted of 

Bfion had' 00 sooner reconnoitred tl^ ocder of bu enemy 'i 
battles, tban he diyuled his own trjOQps into three separate qo- 
lumns. The first was composed of the tribe of Dal-Cas» under 
tvbe j^artioulaf qi^mof^d of Brieo in p<^ivon», an4 of bis son 
Morrogb* His foui* other sons^.by nam^ Connor, Flann, Teige* 
^nd DoAOaly bad a)^ a. particalar shar^ in thp cponnand of thia 
Gorpa^ The other officers of distinction W;ereConi]|ing, son of 
6iooMliuaici> son of Kennedy.; as. alsio Loi^argao^ Ceiliocbsjr, Fin- 
gaiach,. and Jonnracihtaqh. Besides t]^ Djs^-Caiisiansy MaJachy^ 
Ung of Tara* widi the forcea of Mea^, formed, a. part of tbia 
diyision, aoA was to supply instead of Donogh O Brien and ]»*% 
pansys and the whole corps was to attack the first division of 
the €»ieaiie0« 

. Xtie second divisiqa of Brian's forces consisted of tjii^ C^na- 
tiaoa undar th^.QeaimaQd of Teigei son of Catba}, son pf Gon« 
nor, prrtncipail king of Conaugbt, Maolrnai>a, spa of Heidbne, 
king of Flaobifaicll- Aidhne, Kelly, king of Ive*Mainp, Flaherty, 
kjng of lb0 !vestpf Conaughtft and Connor^ son of Maolruapa, 
king of M^gh»l4urgi And thesf^ troops* were aupjportedby a 
strong b(9dy of wieater-^en oo^er tLi^ csomanand of Mortagb, 
son: rf Cofc, king of Musgrj-C^irei Ao^ w)n pf Locblin, 
kin^; oC CoaMSbi Doppgb, son of CatliaU king of Musgry* 
Aodi^^ Donaly mk of Derilipdf kipg of Corcpbbais^n, and 
Eichiaran, son of Donagan, king of Ara. This whole corps 
waa to^SPgage the second division of (bo enemies consistin|;<Qf 
tfaieinai:^ Danish, aaxilia?iear 

The last division of (he king of Ireland's army was composed 
of the. Bngeniant Md pesians^ under thp oomipapd of Cian, 
son of S^la^QMiadb Mao Brain, and Doiial, son of Dubbdabholi 
reaowL the. t^o chief kingi of Ive £achach j the other chief 
oficei^ of nol0i who fought nnder tbem^ wqre MothJa, son. of 
Felan, king offhe Deisies^ JVIortpgb, son of Anam^hadba, kittgof 
IverLiatbain, S0ei»Iain9, sm of GatlmU king pf Loch-Leane, 
Loingsioob, son of Doloing» king pf Conntallgiibhra, Cathal,. 
sonof Donovan^ kiiiigof Carb^^Aodbbba& K^^ Beatliach) king 
of Kerry^^Luacbra} GeiblwonacU, SP9 oi Di^bbgan, king of Fer- 
mpy^ CaJTtol, king of Bile, with somp others. Th^ entire corps . 
waa.' supported by a considerable reinA>rcement of Ulfeonian 
trec|^ under tbe cpviinand of Carrol» principal king of Oir- 
giidli slid Mac Guibbjr> 'king of Featmanachj whp w^e to 
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the challenge, and collected all tbe Ib^e h& 
was able» to repel thi^ forraidable conspiracy of 
natives and foreigners, and reduce the state to its 
former tranquillity; for this purpose he muistered 

iupply the place of the absent Sogeftian!^? mi tfiey were 
jointly to attack the third division of the enemy's firmy, con- 
sisting of the forces of Leinster. * 

While Brien was employed in ranging his army in order of 
battle, he represented lo* his troops the indispensable necessity 
of distinguishing themselves in that aetion against a foi'eign 
enemy^ who had been for some ages pastf the perpetual oppres- 
sors and murderers- of their kings, dynasts, axid clergy, without 
shewing the least mercy to sex, character, or age, hiMi so often 
spoiled and burned, or pillaged their churches, and trampled 
under foot the most sacred reliques of their saints. And, '^ I am 
<3onvinced,"-say9 he, ^ that your valour and conduct will this 
di\y put an end to all the sufferings of your dear country, by a 
total deibat of those sacrilegious and merciless tyrants. And 
what proves providential in our favour is, that we sbaH take ^11 
revenge of them for their constant acts of treachery, and fbr 
the profanation of so many churches this Friday in Holy- 
week, on which Jesus Christ had suffared an ignomtnions death 
for our redemption, who will undoul:^edly be present with us, 
as a just avenger of his holy religion and laws." Saying these 
Jast words, he shewed them the crucifix, which he held in his 
left hand, and his sword in his right, inti{|iating. theieby that he 
was willing to sacrifice his own hfe in the assertion w so just, 
so honourable a cause. 

After these words, he ordered the different corps of his army 
to fall upon the enemies with sword in hand, yheo- to his great 
surprise, Malachy and the forces of Meath deserted their post, 
and retired with precipitation from the field embattle. This act 
9f treachery and ingratitude, in so considerable an ally as Mala- 
chy, at the fir8t,setting out of the action, imimated liie Danea 
of the first division to such a degree, that the first attacks of 
their cuirrassiers were almost insupportable; yet Brien and his 
corps, far from being daunted^ maintained their ground witli 
great firmness and intrepidity, redoubling their courage upon 
seeing their tribe of Dal«Cas all alone, and without themixture 
of BXij other troops to share in the glory ^of their exploits } now 
it' was, that a general and obstinate fighc began between 
the different corps of both armies, which lasted from, soon 
after the rising of the sun till late in the evening, at tbe 
expense of much blood on both sides. The Danes and Lage- 
jiians, a£i(er the loss of most of their commanders and troops,' 
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the provinoiai troops of Momteft niid Goawhti 
whicft consisted of a number of Intrtial chiii^ 
among whom were the posterity of Fiachadh MiaiU 
leathan with all tbetr dependents. The postei:tt5 

Sve" ground and fled for skdtcr to DabliaaAdto their ihips^ 
t wore so ^cUmefy pnrsoed by: the Tietors, that very few of 
them arrived at their places of refuge. The Irish in tbia iderout# 
ef 'the Daites^ had the wdefal mitfortiiiie to Jose their hmom 
monareh Brieny mh6^ after having ^ewn prodigies of valour aa 
-well aa of' military, skiii in the 'general command of his atmyi 
during die ^holeactioit, parsved the enemies at the head of hia 
.corps, where he was slain by Brodbur, genetyil of the auxiliaries 
from Denmarlc, by a itroke of a bi^tle*axe; hue Brien nt die 
samo time gave him a iihrust of his swoid^ of which that Dane 
immediately expired* 

.Bnen*s ddest son Morrogh, etthe ageof 65 years,, did won^ 
dersin this aetton, and sl^w several Danish officen of distme* 
tion, among whom were Carrol and Anrud, the tw^sons of the 
king of Norway, as also Comnaol^ another famous tommander. 
He in like manner slew Siteicns, ion of Lodar or Lotbarius; 
earl of the -Orkney islaiids, apd chief tomnander of the insohir 
Danes, by dividing his body into twe^ equal parts through his: 
helmet ^andcoat of brass, with a single blow of his tnilitary axe. 
For when his father Brien had obaerved that Daniidiconunandeff 
make a gresat carnage of tlie Eugenians iaf like heat of the bat*, 
tie,* he commanded his son Morrogh to hasten and goto meet, 
him, charging him to check his proceedings'if possmte. Mor« . 
rogh soon vobeyed this order, and despatched the. Dane in thei 
manner now dedctibed, and then returned wiliibut dday to his 
father's corps, at theheadof whidi he periormed great explmts^ 
and continued to press the • enemies with such irresistible fury t 
and strength, : thilt his right hilnd was enthvly mangled ffom the • 
repetition of his blows. AfWr this dis^ili^ of hb hand,, tha.* 
Norwegian^ prince Anrud aboveHnentioiied, made towards him- 
with sword in hand; Morn^ endeavoured >to parry his passes,; 
and then taking fast hold of him with his 1^ band* he lifted him^ 
above grouml, and shook him quite out of his coat of brass ; 
theii prostrating him, he leaned upon his sword with his breast, 
and pierced it through Anrud a body. The. Norwc^an, in the - 
meantime, drew Morrogh*s knife 'or sdmetavfrbm his bdtet and' 
gave him a mortal wound, of which hereon expired, .afUr^ 
having made his confession and received the*h^eommuiiion of, 
the body of Christ. Such was the poiajt of.bimeur and way 
of fighting between the princes and chief coramandera of all. 
eage^ed arnuesintboscalys^ as well aaiaihe Jhsreioagea of 
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df Coonae Cm toneym defence df ihebjMiiiitii)^ 
wkkk went JbrMcked out into 8e?e«l £iililie%^ 
Jobh SBoid^'ilbbh Cti»Hi, ClAnit Aongusa^ Gm* 
luAnchs Cfnnedi Emttiha, and Chw Eachach, 

JEncat and Tumua;: tfaej gaaMlly.eBooyiHieMiA c«oh other of 
^thuUlMvhaDJtohMid, dorafi^elto heat xyf.iUt actios. AmDi^ 
jadgdlpniedce^iialeisiawBfitlwirfaBtoblishdi di«sipiwa,atid«niC'« 
im at the MmeliHirlp faavi^ arownledl lieutabanla, Wha'afaoukii 
fnfl^y tiiek^plaoBiiii the |^«nM o^mnumd and* di»ectian»«f tii# 
aotiMi dnribg those peMonal'eBjgagciBCQtB wMi eijd^aliuBr*. 

ito'deo the I>aru8booinaiaBdert slain bjr Merr€f|^'^ 
feftin thofitstdhrision oi* the eoemy, Dolatus, an dficer of nota^ 
IhdihgBii; so» o# AolavMiey. and Ciella Cuminv Btm.^ai G\vauat^ 
ran, two of the principal Danes of Dublin, togethesirith^tiioi 
gMoteet ^MErt of tb'dr troops. . The Eugjeniaasi roadeo great 
eamage open th0liuiBtta#ib8.of the isiaiids, and dew^ alsiestidl' 
tfadr otioeek^aod .ateiir ft&afolmsrdhBf prioncipel kiog oT Lein^tsr^ 
Mstsr I^MlInt]^ aim of Gaire, irLa^eoihn pirince of great \iaimUf 
Mao Blrogai^han^ 'hini^ oi Ive^d^ge^ and most of the oolnlitjr. 
of Lcias0ery.k]f etrelohedoB.iho |riaiv.' Andthe atidatasfLtO' 
riaogfalae atone OEf»so< great; that the tioiorsi por^aitt to th6« 
OBdir& of BshaHf Aid not koetimciin making, prisontaitif war,' 
%at pot all onenifes ta ihe-^ sMror& without diteiaetidn. Thiei 
aoeou&t 0$ ^k» hmlm of €lontsirii whkh is mserted 'm mr 
naff of the amiola^of Innisfottni^ makes, thenumhen of the 
aiaia onihopart of the Diioes and Lagenians to* amount ter 
]^>SM raetH that hta aof . 400&' oS the Danea of Dohtio aod 
Ireland, etlW^oi tho duxiliar j; Danes, and d^lO^ of the ftvoea 
of Lehister. The Chvooftcon SeotormOv which gives huta .%«iy 
ehevi sketid^of thiaboltk, stiii giireaos is very good idea^of thedb* 
Bthiaefwilh'WFhiefaitf'woofosighlt, by saying, <nhat .the like hit«^' 
tie, or any' eiptalto^is, had not beeni fbught in Ireland for mnoy 
agesi'* itit th^ aocoont that ehroniclo gives of the mnaber ot 
Danea slaitt m this^baitie, fai^ short of &e above compatatidBi 
aok positively mentioiis^ ^^ that there were i&aU hot 400a DUea 
lolled^* amotajp whom wero l^om brase-coated ccsnbilasiis/' aad 
is qiiice* siieoC coneenring^shetlosB of the Lagenians. Aoooidingt 
to thooococmt' inserted in thfsJhnbisiMen annals, there were 4000 
ol^ Brion^i fiilroes * killed* liuring the* engagement, and nsaoy 
idWUtided; hat< the Cl»otm6w Seotbrmn gives no further aie<. 
cimot^eft is thanythot'the loss of - Bbien was very considerafa|in 
' BesidM ow* ienowfte<d moansdwBrieB. Botroimha, and bia il*. 
l^Btrleuraon: Meerogh, withikiaswi Turlc^h^ a youdi of fifteen 
yeafs^oso iv«ro»^eipend( other ]isi8k/Ani]]Ui6der& efd^tlnqtiosi 
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with Ceallach, son of Dublsipi, Cfilfi Ciiillemi, 
Meatimaiiii the son of AfisiocttiBi Bon of Sioda, 
9011 ^f Maolcfiiithe, Cinieai Fearmach, with MaoU 
raeadha, son of Baodan. There came Jikewise to^ 
the auppopt of .public libeity the sons of Kennedy, 
8<N| m Lotcan, u'hose names were Bunchuaitily 
£icfaiarutnD, Atiiuan, iLachtna, Cosgrach, Lot- 
can Seonachan, Ogan, Mnolriiailhiiai amd Atn«' 
gidh; J^loirrougbt rae prince of Ireland, was m** 
solved to distinguish himself in thiis expedition, 
9tn& took wftli him his son Torloogh and his ^ve 

kif led l^yithe fsoenoy,: of >wfaom tbembtt raviiHkible vene^Coaa- 
ing, son of DoQmcUua^y Brien'n brother's 60111 MoUila» 6oa 4f 
Dcmal, son oY Felan, kii^^ of tJeisie^, Eopha, tpn o£ Dunuidhe, 
Nia!, spo o^^Cump. a^xi Cudiila, son of Ctnidfia, y/fho were all 
thrte Btien'4 most intimate fa^rourius and Una aide* de^camp in 
tkie battJe, Teige, sopof KeUy» king of Ive^ltfaiilet'Maolruaiit) 
f oa 4f 'Keidhish .kHfig of Ai^lkB^i Oeibhioaa(cl|| ^tanof DuUigaii, 
king of Tarn^(^-^ipe, Mac Beot|iacb, sofi q( Muireadtouob 
Ctaptiyking of A!erry*Luachra^ Donal, ^d of D0rniod, kin^ of 
Corc^bhasgin, Scanlana, son of Cafeha), kfng of Lou^-Leane, ' 
Dona), 4on of JStnoluD, son Of iCludei •#ith kniln j other i^ridtlAi 
and heads of t«ib$8i, who are to^ ^dioiaar to .he:eauititralad. 

After tb^ victor J had been tbu^ glorfeoH^ obtaiaed bjrthfi 
Momoinian aod iCpnatian. forces, Teigersoo of Brien, {|nd (pian». 
son of ^f^blmua^, conveyed ^ch of the wouoded as were not * 
judged iaourableto the ca»npiEit K^lttfainbam> «id af)t>li^ vtKlAU 
ca^nenir inld remedies to ikeup womds. A« aaomW rttae aunKks 
of $ord /had hei^^ of -BrtenV, death, th^^f*ae.dtreol{y, to th^ 
camp» an4 took the bodies of Brien and 'his aonto J^rd, \ 
aod a!(berw|irds bore theni to the religioua house of St. 
liSkattft nt Mlee^ aiid those A^veye^thcfm <to tiouth, to wUdi 
phco MaolaMitte^orMarlaitd^'Soaof Bocbidli, MP^bMlh^p «if ^ 
Ar-magk slccpno^anied by %' <^ei^y, csdio fofitfaef badios, and ^ 
cfiur^ed tbeoi in grea^ solemaity to the . c^ tbedral chaisclv 
where they offered masses tqr tlie repose of their souIs»,aod coa- 
tinoed their sacrifices, prayers, iatid watchings over th6 bodies , 
fcta^Melve days and nights whhoot interiaiiteiOA. A*ft^r^whi(A 
tllrbodyofBHeo wassidemaly incarredina^oiiaaiaitl <tf^MMHor 
inaii>10) ail tha* north Aide of the catbedi^^ ebor«h#aad,th%bbdisi 
of Mo|i:qgh and his sonTurlou^b, and Qf.Canuiog%am:of Pua-f 
cHufUi, #ere ihtefred & &nothi||r tomb U theaouui sidb df tbf 
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brotheiB* Teig&, J)onougb^ DanieU Cohnon ^nd 
JplanD. The sops of Duncbuain» the son of Ken«. 
nedy/ voluntarily o&r^d their service to the king 
of Irebnd; their iiames were Lonargan, Ceillio* 
cthair, Kennedy, Fiangalach and Jonnracjrtach^ 
and Dubhgin, son of Eochaidh apd Beolan, ap-» 
peared at the head of their frieqds, relations and 
d€|>eiid«^ts, to ^it for. the common cause against 
the king of Leinster, who con^)ired with a foreign 
power to bring slavery upon bis country. The 
king of Ireland was supported likewise by the 
assistance of Teige, the son of Morrough O Kelly, 
kii^ of O Maine, who had raised a strong body 
of men out of the province of Conacht, and ap- 
peared at the head of them; and this ga\^ encour- 
agenjent to Maolruadhna na Paidre U Heon, 
the prince of Aidhne, with many others of the 
first quality and interest in their country, to gather 
what strength they were able, which amounted to 
a considerable number, because of their near rela* 
tiop to J^ryen Boiroi9ihe» whose ^mother was a 
princess of that' OTovince/ Maolseacblutti, the 
dle{ios0d king of ueland, mustered all his fbrces 
iij the country of Meath, and joined the whple'. 
body of the Irish ai*my; with the^e auxiliaries 
Biyen Boiroimhe began to inarch, and directed 
his course to the plains of Magh Nealta, where 
hi^ found tlie king of Leinster and the Danish 
forces ejcpecting his arri^val^ Morrough O BryoQ-^ 
was appointed general of tne Momonians and tlie 
troopa oi Conacht \ but Mffolsdachhiin, king of 
Meath, drew off his men from the Irish army, and 
refused to be concerned in the engagement ; for 
he thought tp be revenged apon Bryen* who had 
rebbcd him of tlie crown of Ireland, and supposed - 
tlAit bf \m desertion at so nice a coHjuitcture, he 
shoi4u infuse ^ terrpf into the rest of the^ troops, 
and occasion the defeat of the' whole a^rjny j Iuq i 
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therefore drew off with the forces of his country, 
ai^d planted himself at a convenient distance in 
expectation of the event. 

And now bpth armies being drawn up in order 
of battlet the sign was given, and the charge began 
dreadfully on both sid^. The conduct of the 
officers, and the bravery of the soldiers, at first 
seemed equal ; there was no breaking of ranks, 
for every man stood immoveable in his post till he 
fell, and was supported with the same courage by 
those behind him. In thi^ manner the fight con- 
tinued doubtful and terrible, and victory for some 
time hovered in suspense , over both armies, ^mt 
at last, after great slaughter^ and a most bloody 
contest, declared for the king of Ireland ; for the 
Danes could not stand the shock, but were dtsor*- 
dered, and a general rout soon followed ; the forces 
of Leinster were so terrified by the flight of their 
auxiliaries, that the defeat became universal, and 
the Irish following their blow, and animated by 
a prospect of victory, drove the enemy out of thct 
field. In this engagement, which concluded with 
the loss of many brave persons, fell the generals of 
the Danes, Cardus iCputus/ and Andrew, the 
sons of the king of Denmark, whose death was 
attended by the chiefest foreigners who inhabited 
the city of Dublip, of whom 4000 were slain in 
th^ first charge. The unfortunate king of Leinster^ 
whpse passion tind inadverjtency was the first occa^ 
sion of the wa^, did not survive the action of that 
day, and the principal nobilit^ and gentry of hia 
province accompanied him as a retinue into the 
other .world: the number of the Leinster forces 
that were slain amounteid to 3,700. Nor was; the 
4»ucce^s of the victors obtained without great 
daughter of persons of the first quality and dis- 
tinction, among whom. fell Morrckigh O Bryen, 
and the greatest part oif the nobility of the tW9 
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provinces of Munstei^ and Conacbt, whose loss 
was miowed by 4000 of the Irish a/my ^bo per- 
ished in the action. The Daftes were the greatest 
siiftrers in this battle, but £hetr loss Wats in^ some 
measure recompensed- by the desith of Bryfen -Boi- 
roimhe, whom they slew hi their reti^t, for it 
body of these foreigners in their flight chanced: Co 
pass by the royal pavilion of f he king, which when 
they understood, they entered under the lending 
of Bruadar, who was captain of those runaway;^, 
nnd finding the king of Ireland, they drew upon 
bim and s\ew him ; but the death of this monarch 
was soon^ revenged by the Irish guards, who com* 
ing into the tent, and seeing the king dead upon ' 
the ground, fell^ up6n Bf uadaet and hiSr cowardly 
Danes, and cut them all to pieces. 

It may not be improper in this pface to insert d 
list of the principal or the Irish army who wetfe 
slam in this engagement, which upon the best sur- 
vey stand as follows : TurlonglV, ti^e i^on of Mot** 
rough, son of ftryen, king erf' trehufd; CotiUing^, 
the sonr of Dtmchuainj soil of Keittfedy; Motifilsf, 
the son of Daniel, son of Faddn, ki^ ctf Dbi^, 
in the province of Mufister ; EdichaimV; th^ soft, 
of DtinadhaiglC bmg df Cla^ SgatilaW; Nidi O 
Cuin, amd Cudoasrig, the son of Kemiedy ; Tefge, 
the ston of Morrough O Kefly^ king of O MaCine j 
4EhBibhionaeh/ th^sott of Dtibhagin, kSng^ df ' J'ciar- 
ThioVsj Maolruadhtra na Paidfe O' Htyh, khig 
of Aldhne J Mac BiKithaig, thfesott of MiVh'ea^ 
hacb, heir appktevit in the succession' t6 ti^ef klA^- 
domf of Kewy Lufchra; Dainiel Mac Dfeittyitti^ 
king of Cofcaf Baisgift ; Scanlaii, the soft* of Cltf- 
thall, king of Bogaifacbt Lc^hk Lein ; Bfaftit^» 
t^e son of Eiiftfaiit, stin of €ainf^g ; Mo) 
ff nireadhxich, Sirft^med iSbte Bfem ^ ttte Mi 
dom of Si^t£an4 Wit^ maiiy itiore df the 
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ge^itiry of the island^ whose nam'^ ^e not trans^ 
nutted, whp fell in tluf tnemoraUe battle. This 
action iiappened in the year of our redemption 
10^ upon Good Fridoy* as the lines of a poem 
parttqularly mention in this manner : 



Thp iQOdt neoovxied Bryen Boiraiwhe, 

Was slain one thousand four-aad-lhirty ypart 

After the birth of Christ. ^ 

This monarch lived to a venerable old gge, and 
4ost his lik in this engagement, after he had lived 
^ighty-eig^ht years. This computation is recorded 
ijri the same poem in the verses subjoined : 

I^ the«lesi dmidftd %bt of CtountarSb 
WM^fJMalkeinliaaftinDaareh.of the isiandi 
Aftf r fi liftKof ^g1ity-aiid«eight jaart. 

The Iriah a^rmy having obtained this signal vic- 
tory^ liuiqgh with the loss of the mc^t eminent 
oncers apd the principal nobHity of the islandt 
determined to break up and return home. Ac* 
4:>or4in^ly tliey began their march, and the tribe of 
JDailgais, and. the posterity of £*iachadh Muill^- 
than happened to take the same rout, and came 
together as iar as Mu.Uach Malstean. Here the 
&mily pf IF^iacbadh Muilleathan resolved to sepa- 
rate from the oth^r tribes who were under the 
conduct of Donough, the aan of Brven ; but be- 
fore th^y parted they agreed to smd a messenger 
to Donough, to demand hit submission, and tbait 
he would relinquish his pretensions to the crown of 
jMuQster, which by ancient contract was to be al- 
ternately governed by both tribes ; they insisted 
farther, that he should send hostages as a security 
for his obedience, for his father and uncle receiv^ 
hostages^ from tbem^ ^d now they reserved ti) - 
vindicate their right, and to settle tne successipn 
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in the ancient channel, as formerly stipulated be- 
tween the two families. Donough was surprised 
at this message, and returned for an ai^swer, that 
the submission they paid to his father and dncle 
was involuntary, and extorted froVn theth1[)y force, 
for the whole nation was compelled by arms into 
subjection^ and to deliver hostages ; and replied 
farther,' that they durst not be so. insolent in. their 
demands, if they had not taken advantage of his 
misfortunes; and that if the brave tiibe of the Dail- 

fais had not suffered sp deeply in the last battle, 
e would, instead of giving up hostages, chastise 

, them into obedience, and oblige them to give suf- 
ficient security for their future conduct and sub- 
mission. The forces of Desmond'; receiving this 
answer, determined to fall aj^n ' Donoii^ unpre- 
pared as he was, and immediately stood to their 
arras. The tribe of the Dailgais, perceiving that 
they were in instailt danger of being set upon, 
commanded that their sick and w:ounded, yirho-were 
unfit for action, should be disposied of in a strong 

» garrison that was on the top of Mullach Maisteann, 
and that the third part of the sound forces should 
be left t6 guard and secure them from any attempts 
of the enemy, and 'the^ remaining body should 
erig'age the Desmoniati army, though superior in 
Tiumber; for the tribe of the Ifeilgais, after this 
dediictibn, amounted fd no more than lOOO com- 
plieat men, and the enemy were full 3000^ 

But the wounded and 'sick resolved not to be 
separated from tbeir Companions, and charmed 
with the bravery df their gefnferal, agreed, notwith- 
standing the anguish of theif wounds, to share in 
the common event and abide the issue of a battle. 
Accordingly they refused to be put into. garrison, 
and seizing their weiipons, and stopping their 
wounds with moss, theyprepareid for Jhe fight. 
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This surprising courage of the Dailgaisf ^o aston- 
ished the i)esmbnian army,, that they desisted 
fVo'm their pretensions, Withdraw their forces, and 
continued their riiarch* homewards; the Dailgais 
likewise directed their course towards Athy, which 
stands upon the bank of the river Barrow, andi 
refreshed therpselves with, drinking of that stream. 
But this illustrious' tribe met with new difficuItiQis 
in their retiirn, for Donough Mp!c Giolla Patrick, 
king of OssgrV, having raided a considerable army 
of his owu subjects atijd the people of Leiiister, 
resolved to hinder the march of the Dailgais, smd 
oppose thbir Journey through any part of his ter- 
ritories; for this purpose he sent out scouts and 
spies to attend the inotions of this tribe, and to 
bring him intellfgencd of every day's march, siuce 
they began their jburney from the brittle of Clouii,, 
tarnel Tthe king of Ossery had conceived an in- 
viricibliB hatred against the Dailgais, because Bryexi 
'!Boiroitf)hd had niad^ hisfather prisoner, and killed 
Itiai^y of his su,bjects ;' and therefore he tl^Oilght 
that it was seasonable for him to take revenge for 
the] indignities his father had received, ^yhich he 
pi*op6s6d to accomplish by harassing the Dailgai3t 
and cutting them off in their return ; but before he 
bogun host;ilities he sent ia messenger to Donough, 
tl^e general of that tribe, to Athy, whfere he wa^ 
eoc^taped, to demand hostages, from/him, as 
security that be would not commit any butrages 
in passing through his cou.ntry, or if he. refused, 
the king qf Osjiery >\'ould oppose his marck and 
prevetit his return; Don6ug|j received this insoient 
deman(i( with scorn and indignation, and itistead 
of complying, returned for uu answer, that he was 
amazed at the baseness of the king of Ossery, for 
taking advaritdge of the disttess of bis army ; but 
fiotwithstariding his . men were 'fati^ed by their 
long jourriey, he would decide th§flfej)ute with 
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him in a pttcii:9.d b^tt^ and give him iwiple sa^if- 
fsftioo; apd tqld tli?, mess^pg^r with^l. tKa,t jt 
W^s thegrcatesf: misfortune of his whole life to hp 
insulted \>y M^e Giolfo PatqcJ?, wlipnit it^ j^ypf 
despised as below his police j l?i|t no^ his circuaji- 
Stances were so ch^ngeil as to ppt bin^ und§r ths 
contempt of ^ cowftr^lj prince, who h^ the iusp^ 
lence to demand host^sg^s, or^to f:h;alieDge hio) into 
the field, where he did not doubt to m^V^ faii9 
feel the force of his ^rms, nnd of hifs^ovrageQUf 
followers, who Tj'ere justly cAteenjied in vinpiibl^ 
Xhe messenger, instead of returnaijg t^e msw^p 
prasumed to dissu^d^ Donpugh from Im 4^igQ 
pfiighting; and' insisted that his ippn wel-e Ji| np 
Opacity tq. engage witji the forces of his master, 
whose army was fresh and .in good hea^t, 9iq4 
seeme4 impatient to >nter into, the field, Buj; 
ppnough replied with his : usual n^ajes^, that if 
the law of nations had not secured him fraq> iU 
trpatmeptp he would instanjy cut his tongue out 
for his insolence, and ordered Jiim out qf l^ispfp.- 
siepce, with this injunction, tp tfell his niaster tliit 
he would meet hynand nis subjects of Ossery 
in the field, if he had but one man to stand by 
hjm, , ^ ^ - . 

With this aiiswer the* messenger return^f^t and 
ponoqgh drew up his men in order ^f batiUe* Hh" 
sick and wounded he designed to coownit to. the 
charge gf pnelthird part of his army, and with the 
rest ne resojved to engage the enemy} but the 
wounded soldiers, who were lying, upon the 
ground, immediately started up, ^nd by the vio- 
lence of the mptio<i bursjtit^ open their wounds 
they desired their general not to ^eave them he- 
jiin«l, but suffer them ifi have a part in the action ; 
ai^d stopping their wounds^ a second time witb 
;moss, tlieyr)^U|d hold of their weapon^ and took 
their place;fgn;|the ranks^ resolveql to assist th^ir 
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^ompiAnions, afnd cbmd off #ith \ncitiff 6i braVe?^ 
die in' the atteiA|if. But itoiost df tiieth ^tt^ ^ 
intich reduced by \o6s of bl66dl, ilktt th^ t:puld 
itat srCatnd upott tlici> lejufs'; alidl to i^tiiedy this mi^- 
ft>rtane,. diejr deiif eki the g«lhe)rffl tfiKt a riatnbe^t^ of 
stakes sftodld be cut ii) the ifeigbbduring Wod^ 
and driven in^d the grdikiid. Everir \«f6und6d iof- 
dier ^s to b^ tidd fast td otld 6t tlie^dr ^ifes, aM 
theif ta b'^ -jilaced rbgularty factW^eii two sound 
tti^tf, «hith t('6Uld havd that efibt:^ th'dt ihdl* 
tound doMpanioti^ M^bufdf be ashatii^d td dy, and. 
abandon thetn inl that hefpfe^^ coitditibn to' t)i6 
fury of the edemy ;; a^d thgfefof'd it wdUfd i^ai^en 
their courage to reflect tBdt tidtbing but Vi(ito^y 
cdudd secure thd lives of theif disti'^fised fi'Iend^, 
tvli6 Wdu?d btf cut off to dr man; if they Vi'fere' not 
Tfeliev6d ^ thfe ht^v&'rjf of tl\ert' fellOi*-*oidi6^ 
I'his propd^ Was put in 6xecnt1dYi, to the^tot 
surprise of thfe dnetby, j,ybo' Jud'g^d they htld 
notliing to exptec^ but deatb Hi Victdry. ' 

fbe aftfjy df Leirtster atid (5mi% lind^r th« 
cdmVti W of Mac Gidll'a Vlintii, vfeh astdhisi'id 
it the resdMidW df tbat ni^at^iaf tKib^, y)fh6if&e 
■aiideX atitis 6xp«!aitig' ihd il^ bf battf^. Tb'^y 
positively f^fU^^d td fi^t, &M totS ihHing Hi ii 
iatitinous iiianner, tUsit do^Kih^' hiit a dlefeia W& 
ib be expected from the' brav^i^ df the' t)i61g^1^; 
thai the Wburide J Werie ^s ^a^Sir'to eiig%e as ^e 
sdilrid, ktid tHeVdbre tfi^y Wd'ufd' lidlf ruri WilAilly 
itit&tn^ ihi^ of HoWs, >Ko Wda^d itf^Vit^biy ieap 
th«ih td piecdi Usic G'idlfa PaftHck Was iishamed, 
sEft^Ke had ^vdn the thsSt^tige, ii)fet\f6 Without 
%btif)g; an'd^ dpbraidfini^tds at-idy With fei^ and 
a&^saf&t^, iiiakied th^t thi^y had t)i6 adr^^h%e 
of fiUnAier^ that th^ ^ii^Ufy hadbUti^ hahdM of 
ma, Woitt dtit With gri^Vdlis WoMdi afid Idn^ 
riiat^hes; ^d' th&t' the frrSt' chai^^ i^ii'st ^v'6 item 
Vitftd'i^. Hoi the 6'dafage df the t)iai%ai«, tind 
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their i|nexp.ected nesolutioo, had' impressed such 
a terror upon the. armj of Leinster, that they 
absolutely refused to engage with such desperate 
enemies ; and the king fearing a gejieral mutiny, 
and defection* was obliged to give over his design^ 
and content himself with falling upon the Dail- 
gais, and by constant skirmishes and stratagems of 
war, to cqt them pff in their • retreat ; and this 
method was so successfully executed, that he an- 
noyed the Dailgais, and destroyed more of their 
men thap he could possibly have done in a piiched 
battle* The conduct and experience of Donougk 
VfBS remarkable in . making good' his retreat, and 
securing his men against the sudden attacks 
of the enemy; but notwithstanding all his dili- 
gence and caption, he brought back into, his own 
coimtry no more of that valiant tribe than 850 j 
for a great number perished in the battle of Cloun- 
tarfie, and 150 were cut off in their return by 
Mac GioUa Patrick^ king of Ossery, 

The memorable battle . of Clountarffe makes 
suf^ a figure in the Irish history, that it may not 
be Improper, oyer and , above what has b^en said, 
to take notice of ^ particular description of that 
fight that was s^t to Clan ,Cblman, hy Maol* 
seachluihn^ the.«on of Daniel^ king of Meath, a 
month after the. engagement/ * I never," says 
he, " beheld ,with my eyes nor read in history an 
*^ account of a sharper or bloodier fight than this 
^ memorable action ; nor if an angel ff pm heaven 
V would descend and relate the circumstances of 
ity could you without difficulty be induced to 
give credit to it : I withdrew with the troops 
under my command, and was no otherwise con- 
*' cemed than as a spectator, and stpod at no 
«« greater distance than the breadth of a falt9W 
** field and a ditcK When both the ppwerfbl ar- 
fVmi^s e>)gaged|. and grappled in close fight» it 
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<< was dreadful to behofd tK^w the swords glittei'ed 
*^ over their heads^ being struck by the rays of tho 
^* sun, \yhicli gave them an app^earance of a nu- 
?' merou9 flock of ^white sea-gulls flying ,in the air; 
V the strokes were so mighty, and the fury of the 
** combatants so terrible, that great quantities of 
** hair torn or cut ofl* from their heads by their . 
^* sharp weapons, was^ driven far off by the wind, 
*' and their spearsf and battle-axes were so encum* 
^ bered with hair cemented together with clotted 
*^ bloody that it was scarce possible to clean or 
•• bring them to their former brightness/' 

It wa3 observed before that M^oheacbluin, with- 
hi» f6rces raised out of the country of Meath, 
though he joined the army of Bryen Boiroimhe» 
as if he designed to fight in defence of his cause, 
yet when he came to the field of battle, was so influ- 
enced by the Danes that he withdrew, and at a 
distance was a spectator of the fight Nor did 
Cineal Eogain, tnough he offered his assistance to 
. the king of Ireland, bear a part in the action of 
that day; ibr that monarch had such confidence in 
his own personal courage, and the brayery of his . 
army, that he told them, since he h^d^ught so 
many battles, and obtained so many victories, 
without their auxiliary troops, he would not lay 
himself under an obligation at present, but would 
take the success or the defeat of that day wholly 
uppn himself. . 

Maolseachluin again recovered the crown 
1099* ^^ Irdand, and was the succeeding mo« 

^^* narqh after the death of Bryen Boiroimhe, 
who was slain in the battle of Clountarffe, and 
l^oyerned the island nine years, though some au-> 
thors place ten years to m^ second reign. This 

Srince, in conjunction with O Neill and O MaoU 
oriuKi led a formidable army to the city of Pub« 
lio^ which he suxprijied, and after it was plu^deroi 
' Tai« II. 9 h 
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by the soldiers, he set it on fire» 'The Danish in- 
habitants of that city, who esonped the battle of 
Clount^rfie, and were dispossessed of their houses, 
united in a body and nsarched to Jobh CinnseaU 
|ach, which they rifled and burned to the ^ound ; 
m this expedition they ravaged the county with 
fire and sword^ killed multitudes of the people^ 
and carried off many prisoners. Soon after. Maol* 
9eachhiin entered the province of Ulster in a hos- 
tile manner, and when he had plundered the 
countiy he made slaves of the inhabitants. Near 
the same time, Donagan, king of Leinster, with 
many of his principal nobility, were barbarously 
murdered in the palace of Teige O Ryan, kmg 
of Ondrona, by Donough Mae <HolIa Patrick. 
AVout this time died the celebrated Mac Lfag, 
who was the most eminent poet in the whole i^and. 
Maolseachluin not long after led his army into the 
country of OsserVt and killed Dungal Mae GioU^ 
la Patrick Mac Donotigh, and a great number of 
his subjects, and such as escaped the slaughter 
were made -prisoners. There is a tradition, but 
Upon what ' authority is uncertain, that this Iriaii 
monarch laid the foundation of St. Mary's abbey, 
in the city of Dublin, in the year of our redemp- 
tion 1 ,Q4f5 ; but of this we are assured, that in hi^ 
la9t reign he followed the example of his pre^ 
cesser, the great Bryen Boiroimhe, imd'he was 
'a prince of exemplary goodness and ^tevotion in 
the latter part ot his l^e, He repaire4 decayed ' 
chur<;he^ and monasteries, and re-establisheMd ti^e 
public schools that were destroyed by the civil wi^rs 
and brought to ruin ; and it is ksserted with great 
truth, TQ the annals of his reign, that he mai^* 
twined SOp popr schoiars at his own expense. 
' , In the reign of Maolseachlui^ it was, that $itric^ 
, Jhe 9on of H umphry, struck out "tfie eyes, of Bra^^ 
k- .^^e son of Maolmoldha, son of Murehada, in Ifat 
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City of Dublin^ ftfler he had governed the province 
of Leinster for two yeard. The Danes who inhab- 
ited Dublin, under Sitric» plundered Ceananus. 
in a cruel manner, killed multitudes of people,, 
and forced many more into slavexy* About thiii 
time tlgairet the son of Dunlaing, who was king 
of Leinster for thte<& years, cncount^lsd the Done;^ 
of Dublin,! and. overthrew them in a pitched bat* 
tie* Sooa after this defeat, Sitric, tke soo of Jom* 
hair, wjio wa» governor of the Danes of W^fcer^ii 
forcU was killed by the king of Ossery^ nor did, 
Maqlseachluin lon^ survive, for he died ^^ro 
£nis Loch^. ilainninn. After the decease of this 
prince, some of the chronicles of the island give 
aiei account of laany monarqhs in succession to the 
throne of Ireland f but it is a more probable opt» 
niOn, that fi'om th^ death of this king till the t^ng^^ 
Ivsh arrived* there was no absolute monarch of the 
country, though there were several who assumed 
to themjselves the names of king^. Ifl^e ii^and was 
governed aftei^ards by petty princes^ as may be 
collected froin the testimony of a poet, who ha^ 
these lines : 

After the deiltfi of Maolieachluui, 

The fkthoM son of Daoid^ eoD of Ddiktfugh, 

Thcare wa» n^itieni^li ma the Irish throne. '""' 

Donough, tbe sonof Bfjen Boirmmhe^ 
104^' suctbedra MMlseacHtoki in the gbvem* 
mcnt of Leath Modha, am* had lifc^wiw. 
under his command the greatest part of the Irish 
dioiiidionf;^ This prisoe enjoyed a long reign of 
fifty ye»t^^ aa flot^nee Mac Carty asserts ih hw 
general histoiy of Ireland, which computaftion ii 
sf»ffMV^ by tte mx^lMnty of other ciMlomeks, 
wm^h allow hiM the same tMne. Smm writera coa^ 
tiwdfiet (lii» optiiioD^ aaci place the reign of thji 
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prince to no more than twelve y^ars; but th* ac- 
count of Florence Mac Carty deserves the prefe- 
teucet for he agrees with the number of yeard 
which p^issed from the death of Bryen Boiroinrtie 
iillthe first arrival of the English, and therefor^ 
the lapt computation dissenting from that niiiriber 
is not to te believed or, allowed of. 

About this time it was that ^arolt Conan, by 
others called Harott Coran, fled for rcftrgp* into 
Ireland, where he received honourable support and 
protection^ becomings his grandeur and nigh qtial- 
ity. Many tnehiorable transactions b^ppened in 
the reign of Donough, king qf Ireland. In his 
time Humphry, the spn of Sitric, who was cohk 
mander of the Danes thrdngHout ttie island^ was • 
taken prisoner by Mahon O B^tagan, king of Breag, ' 
atfd was obliged to purchase his freedom at no less 
an'expfehfe than SOO cows and twenty horses. Iit^ 
the'year of our redemption 1073, Flathbheartach, ' 
cTr Ffehafty O Neill, undertook a pilgrimage to 
Rome, which he accomplished: soon after Teige 
O Lbfcain, king of Cirisealach, departed the 
present life, at Glen da Loch; and about the 
same time died Gormflaith, th^ daughter, of Mor- 
rough Mac Flipn, king of Leinster, who was 
mother to SitViic, the sqn of Humphry, commander 
of the Danes in Ireland. This lady was likewise 
the mothef of Doiioiigh,xth<f scin of Biyen Boi- 
roimhe. Near /this time ArthutcileacK O Rourke,; 
king of Breifhe, committed great .ravages, and 
plundered the church of Cluain Pearta* Bteafion, 
but )vas chastised the same ^day for th^ saQril€^.i0tts « 
njcti0r) by Donough, king of Ireland,- who tilew . 
him,, lind ' destroy^ most of his army. Tlwiteity 
of Wafcer^j^fdwst^ pillaged and ruined by Di^rni^ 
Mac Maol Naoabo; whOj^ after bfe bad secured.t^i 
pJliOder, set the^ town on fire» and burned it tp- tbe- 
ground. This Diarmuid was at the same time 
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kliig of 'L^inster: Cluain -Mac Nets !iras /sobtt 
aftef nikera1))y spoiled, and afterwards burned by 
the p^bpfe of Conmactne ; but tlieir baii^ari^ ' 
Wa^ sorely punished by the band of God, .Mrfad 
tent' a pestilential distemper among them^ whicfe 
ocebsioned a gr^at mortality, and the irifectioii 
reached titeir cattle- and carried off whole droves* 
A- In the r^eign of this Irish prince, Cartbaclvthe 
mw of J^stm, kin^ of Eoganacht Cashel^wai. 
bfl^ned to.deatb, with many persons of ihe first 
qti^Kty, ina faoase that was set on fire by Mac. 
Lotiargain, the son bf Duuchuaim Soon after 
this accident, Donough, the son of Bryen Boi* 
n^Imhi^i was deposed from his government by the: 
stat^^ d^^ the kingdom, because he was concerned/ 
ili'the^tnurdet of Tdigei a prince of great hopes, . 
wbd Wbs his elder brother. After his expulsion i 
fmn the thi'onelie was contented to lead ui private: 
life, and re^^lved to spend the remaining part of* 
bis days in piety and exercises of devotion; and' 
for that put^ose he undertook a religious pilgrim** > 
age to Rome, where be died, and was buried in - 
Sfc Stephen V abbey. 

Inhere are some at this day, who assert that the. 
families 6f ithe Powers, the Flunkets, and £us- 
taices, are* descended lineally from the posterity of 
tfyjs Dbncjt^h, son of Bryen Boiroimhe ; but I 
cQiild never find any authority to justify this 
opiti-ion, either in prose or vferse, excepting. the 
composition of a modern poet of a late age, cal- 
led Maolin Mac Briiadeadha, in a poem which, 
begins with these words, QuVfiod cumaoin ar 
chiofOtaiK It mtist be observed in this place, that 
th^' IbundMion of thjls opinion depends upon an 
idHe ^fictitious story, of no truth or probability, 
concerning what happened to this Donough after 
he arrived at Rome. The legend says, that this . 
prince, when he came to that city, got access to 
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a hdy, who y^as^ tfte daughter df fta eloporor^' 
wficw he el^ed^ and lieeaolaritbe ^itb^r pf q^ 
^ aoD ; and froalt ^ scm^ ii smidsi des€$«i»d€!«l U>^ 
tkfae £uxi3i6a abovd-mdatiofied* But ki ^a^Qsitiei^ 
t^ tbia atoiy it imiat be^eacMUii^ed^ that I>aqoagb> 
waifbiirscof^ ande^fcyears age beforebeiufidar-^ 
tedttlkat pilriiiiiigei} aad iti» pdrfeotly tacfediblc^; 
thAt a yocng priocasa oaiild be diapoaed to jrecaive 
. iatar W an»s a ptifprim of so ^dvanc/^d ymr^b n^ir* 
timt ii it to be supposed tliat if th^ lady were in>»^ 
didddy DoBOugh, who^eantttbithet for devotionf 
would csoiUmit socb wicI^^dnfAa^ ,ov .gfiatify l)ar 
desires opdn %he mosA iospwtumte soiicit^iqa} 
and theaa raason^i I prestimSs^ are siafficipQt tO/ 
desferojr the preteinsiom df.tbe$e tbree r ftAuUtif^ 
sjnn it is laiaraUT imppssibk tbat DoacfMfl^ shoiildl 
nasna a son it lloiifie by an etnp^m^fk daifghlef^ 
iVofii wharb they fvalue themsdveb for beiqg das^ 
candedw Amdi as an unansweraUd %^^m^ny upon 
tbia occasion^ k must be ob^enred that: thelloofc 
called Leabhaif Andab^ tbia( f^as: transcribed o^H 
of the bo4)k of Mac Began* about 400 y^ra ^ge^ 
as near as can be computed, asserts positivdiy that . 
Ikiaciii^h,. the son of firyen Boirokiihe, afier he 
had ^aishedhis p%rimage at Roffitr tool<» t(be 
rdU^oos iabit in St SCephen^s abbeys, wbare be 
s^eat the remaining part of his.lif($ inpietjr and. 
exeiicises c^ devotion. Besides^ it appeaits evidently 
to any one, wiio periisea the chronicler. oC Irelaad 
which are written by English authors, that up0n 
the first arrival of the English in that countr^^; 
Biobert )e Poer was arnong the first that laaded m. 
the island, from whom the faniilies of the Powe)4:> 
and Eusteces originaUy sprung; .as fox the faiaiiy 
of the Fkinkets ^e same \^riters assert* that they 
aie originaUy of fbreiga extraction^ aild deat?eodad 
from the Danes, and iherdfore have m> cJai asi to a 
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dbeseeBl from ti^e fiieieiit Irisk, Mid by cptise^ 
ftieiictt not from Donougfat <tke sM of BfjteU 3Qi- 
mimbe, king of Ireland. 

Turlough was the auccMdjng nonatcli^ 
t A^Q * He was ^ 'son df TesMt soa of Brytip 
^^^ Boirotmbe, and «(»»nieTthe pfovince of 
Munster, and tiie greatest part of the iclaady 
for the space of twelve years. The mother of tlua 

Enneq was Movlin^, the, daughter of Giblla Brtdc^ 
ii^ of Oineal Fiachadh and Faar Ceall. Mangr 
fcfansaetions of importance happened in the rei^ 
of tfaiB k4ng} Coonqir, the son of Maolseaehlunif 
son of Floin, was inhuinaiily murdered by his own 
brother^ whose name was Morough ; Connor waft 
at that time :kfilg of Mekth, and his head was 
seised by ibroe by Turlough, and removed from 
Gluain Mac Nois to Ceann Coradh, in prdor to 
be ivtasrt%A upon the IViday be£b»e Easfter;: but 
the day:KflerTOe head was miraculously conveyed 
back to Cbiiain Mac Nois, (whidi is scarce eredif* 
Ue), by the fMrayers of the pious Ciaran. 

in the vei^ nt Turlough, WSiiam Rufus, king 
c^ Gn^and, had occasion £m: timber to build tk^ 
roof or WestaninsteivhaU ; this was about the yeaf 
0^ ouTfiedemptioii 1099; and not contentfd with 
the wood that grew in his own dondnionSp he aent 
a messenger to the king g^ Ireland, to desire heam 
to foe fiirnished out of his oountry wiUi a ^antity 
luffipient fbr the work. In the preceding yeat 
a 'bishop, whose name was Malcras, was ocynse^ 
prated by Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury* 
Abontdiis time died DearbhlbogniH, the dai^ter 
ef Teifle Mac Gicdla Patrtdk, chat was mfirried 
to Tonoug^, king of Irdand; and he 4id not 
l^ne 4mrviv99 bbt was aQcai alter semo^ed^ to 
en^berUfb. 
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Mortough tnatf be properly said to suo* 

1110 ^^^^ ^ ^'^^ crowi; of inland. He was thf> 
* son of Teige, the son of ^Bryen Boitoil)ib4i^ 
and was king of Leath Modba ^nd the principal 
part of* the island, and sat upon the throne for 
twenty years. The moiher of this priklce was 
CeallTach, tlie daughter of yi £ine» who also hdd 
another son called Roger .Q Connor. Mortough 
was a prince of great virtue and exemplary piety; 
it was he who i^stowed Cashel upon the cler^y^ 
as a testimony of his munificence and divine diar^^ 
ity> ia the first year of his reign, and oxiilrmed it 

to them in the year of our redemption 1111. 

This monarch summoned a general assembly of 
all the nobility and, .clergy of his kingdom, and 
' ordered them by his royal fiummqns to meet him 
at a' place called Fiadh Mac I^aongusa. The 
<^ergy of the island, who appeared in that Gonven* 
tion, consisted of the persons following: Maol- 
muire O Dunain, archbishop of the province of 
Munster, Cealach Mac Hugh, the cobvertof St. 
Patrick, and . vicar-general to tJie primate of Ai'd- 
march, eight other bishops of infisrior diocesses,d60 
priests and priors, .140 deacons, many other rdi* 
gious ' persons of all orders. In this convention 
were many wholesome laws and regulations estab^ 
lished, not only for the government of the cler^, 
but of the faity likeidse, throughout the kingdom : 
soon after Maolmnire O Dunain, archbishop of 
the province of Munster, was translated to a better 
life. 

Another general convention was summoned in 
the reign of Mortough, in the year of oyr redemp- 
tion 1115, . by OiplTa Basbuig, bishop of Lime- 
rick* who was then legate of Ireland, and the first 
person ifi authority over the |¥hole assembly* Tbe 
old book of Cluain Aidnach, in Leix, gives a 
particular accottat of this aynodical meetings' and 



iMteds'itJbie fAmipd (iibiisad^cms {hat v^ere def/a> 
ied'oittd ag]?e^ ii^dn ftt tfaiat assemfallyw* i^is tr^^ 
ii&e Mltft^'tbatiii that convocation it was ordamed 
4^4;fa«re«iiouldi^tw6l^^e episcopal i^es fix^d ^ 
Leath Mod^» Whidh ^ntatned ttie.aouthei^ft hi^f 
jof 4^i i^folui} and that the-same^unibe/oflb^^ 
«bould tiJB |i^pointe<l^ in Leath Cninn,^ whidh hk 
dud6d^4;te<not4;liaFBihalf t^ it wai agreed iikeydse 
4iiat 4iwd Wshops stHooM be settled in the country 
<if Jltea^l; In tMs^bnventidn jike i^etefn^ of tft^ 
4d!0p§y:mtit&e ^lMi{^4ands^^Wei^ <iciii6rttied tb'the 
^Mr^ciaiittia^pip 0f4h^^ for t^ir maihte- 

iAatnel^ and mppqft of -t^fe ^^ifeebp^l: eharadt?^^ 
j(»^hicVtand# V6it^'«0 be'^empted il'oin tHbute ^p& 
HdiiofnismtsaiSd^ other '^ ' contdbi^ions, and^6 
dfWiMk in Am litafteo^^r^d^ and independency 
4GENr^er. A^«hi6 4\rt/t t^e %^n^aried of ^^tip 
iitec9ssispffi^t&e inland were disCinctlyiaidoutil^nd 
it Jwas^eatabiidhedv . ih\it in the dilution o^ Lea^ 
^@idMi4)hel^«b€i|d^be twdye^^^^ t^ 

p^anate i'jfivn^bging ^Gaied^iH^he ptoVince of {Jl^t^f, 
4b9wsi-me wov^tifee o^ Clontehi; and two in' tlvi^ 
eoUntry of ^atH, ^wltk^i'ti^ake up the w]|^ofIe^dt)a- 
tben 'iCh^ ^im^^ti^r ihad the gov<»*nment of >(r^« 
oi^achr' and -ex^i^ed a^kitaal jttrisdicttpn over 
«t^^ ^hoie kiiigd€»ni» ove^ Clocfhar, Ard^ratha, 
<il^^^r ^^ire; iSfnd 'Duii' da iieath Gla^. 
■'^ "SPhe^e^sb of fe^dence'<^ Mea^ 

-3^i»e E^hUag adui^luftin d^^ The bishops 

^in^ the 'province of :4;onacht resj^ed'<at Tp^^- 
^^laiann; (iSiiain ^nearta, JBrenoian; ^onga, ] ^ 
Ida, and Ami €arnai lt%e' palaces ixf the Bist^opsu. 
ill liiiHitter were, C^shel, #here the ,arcfajbishpp 
Mrf^^Leath Modha-resided, ^Ibkmott 6t Waterto]^, 
-(^ork, Kattoimgh, Dj^is^irt, ^Lin^ei^ielc/ KIHalo^, 
*atid £mlio(^ ^obhidr; -mese seven sep;^ were ^• 
jpolnted £g»r^lAie'4»8bop8 of Minuter in that convj^n- 
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4a L^ochj s^Dd Wexfofid^ othepwisf i^ed Femiift; 
]which is VQ .sees being odide^ to t^ seyen io tiie 
fkr^yiq^ e W* jl^uaster. 8}K>iie<*inf Qtiopi^d, mAke up 
t^ie i^iiiobfir: pi! twelve, rQrdatned in tlie; divisjon or 
the i^\wd 4i9Jt<i^guished ' by th6 nanle Of Ltttb 
>Io4hft. The rea^u ->f hy; the .eee ^DiMia is 
iK>)f t^ken i^tjce oi: ift thia .]]^ee is, beiteikae th# 
)>i€lu>p:^ thiit dM>cess g^ii;eraUy received bts com* 
j^cm^iipAfriUQ tb:^ (lands pftheitfchbishoti of: Casr 
.^rl^ryi, ia £oglafi^«. Hanmetv 4ke hi9tQfi«D» 
.Very unjiistiy a^^rtsia hid ^^hrbnick^ tltottlke c}«&> 
gyof IfQlajg^|.were;Uiider the iipiriiuitl judsdiefciQii 
of* the ^r^bbisbop cif CaQterl»«py5 frotn .tiie titne 
,af i^Ugu^ine th|ei lognk tfll the .tei^ of ki»g Hen- 
^y ll } but be . l^ng^ no evideOQ^ to CQjQjfinnt Ibis 
opinion^ nor i^ itpo^^ibJe for him to p^pve thatUie 
: Irish clergy in )gen6ral throughout !^^' kingdom 
paid obf djence; .V> ;APy of the prelates of >Qiater* 
fWyi except ,La^r^c,^;RfiQdiil{^/and Ameba ; 
aior at that time 4id (he clergy 4q general tbimigh- 
,Wt the kingdom pay jobecUoi^ to thmtMoli- 
.ISushops, but^only su^chiasUv^in PubUiiriWdtmr- 
ford, and LimenQk> th^i qrig^n^lly desc^^jd^d ftmti 
.the Danes, or else were.of thi^ Normanljpac^viwbo 
were derived from the aame. eittraction; And as 
a testimony not .to he denied . upon thiA occasi0il» 
ffi appeal to the writings of that prod^y^of .learn- 
ing and industry, afphbishop. .Usher* who* anasrts 
the same upon good authority,^ and. canffiifiis: this 
£;iglish historiaq beyond a. possibitity«.bf i>cq|>I)r« 
, it appears therefore, evidently I. that the. niimberof 
'^bishops in the province of Munjiter w^re jft^t* attd 
ith^tsix l^ewise.iRrereappoin|ed oyw the provitics 
o^ Leinster, apd i^l of them were^wder thfiispi* 
'i;(tual power of the surchbishop of JpmhAi as 4rcb* 
prelate of Leatb Modha, in iSQi)£atiOn of the fctm 
of government established iq the ftslf » .^f whidbi 



» 



wboever phases Ima^, be fuHy tnfortned, bytnm)^ 
ing: bade tO'the.retgh df Laogalre, l^tngpf Ire^ 

laud* ':''!"*• a ^ ' \ ' '• ' 

This JtkAr iiyqad» called the conirocdtito of 
Radi JBreasail, fietermined the boundaries of sev- 
eral diocesses, and fixed them in the manner feU 
Umingi the diocei9i$ of the bishop of Ardthach 
extended from Sliabh or Mount Breag to Cuili^ 
Ciaim^ta^ arid from tBioft to AbhaimxMire*'^ Thd 
diocesa nf I the btsfaop of (DIochair extended 
from Abhaioimof6 >to. Gabhail Liuin, and fj^om 
or Mount >Biadi» to ^oiknt Larga. The 
of Atd' Sreatha . extended from Mount 
Laiga to« Carn.Glas, :acid from Loch Craoi to Bintf 
Fiobbne.; Ih^ dioceas^ of the bishop of Derrjr 
extendedr^fitnn /£&8raadb::to /Sru[bh Brcan^ii ami 
fiwia >thenc^ to €ai»]l; Gks. The diocesa of tUfi 
faishc^ of Gmniceieifended from Bion Fiobhne td 
Xoffbttiig, wrd fit>m port • Murbuilg to HoHorbo^ 
«aa torCuaa'Snamha :Haighne» and from Ghvrn 
Hipgh to Golblia Gearmann. Thedtqcess 6f the 
bishop iif Bun da Leath Glasis not kid out in tba 
journal }o€ thk eohventionv The dibcess of di^ 
fatahop^i^f i)amhHag'^EteJ9ded from Mouht /Breag 
10: Cato .Dun jCuair, and fjrom Loehan na Hihf 
rimeleiMtirftilda to the sm. Th6 ^oCess of Cluain 
Hiora&rd: e9:teQded from Clot^han eaitwsLvds to the 
ShaMKNi, avd fironr. Vir Coilteto Cltiain Conaire. 
Ttie 'ftb^esi .of f^uaiidi Fearta extended from the 
Shimimh>tQrfiwr]«ifiv>aiKl from Bachtighe to Suca. 
Tkm diosyss of Tuom extended from Suca to Ard 
Caa^fif 'aind ffom Al^wTearmon to the Shannon. 
The .dtocess of^Cbngai extended from Abhain O 
Btdifi tin tb6 north td Neilmhthain, and from Athaft 
Xeamdni wfiStwardBto Kslkla. The dioeess of 
KiBlale V extended fromi\Neimhthtn to Ea^ruadh^ 
and ffom Cill :Ar4 3^e to Smthan Fearainm 
Tl^e d^Qcess of Ard Ciuhdji extemled from Ard 



GslMw4o SyaU»;an Jtihiiod, -rad?#NHd 6«ir G» 
laiAnt to; ^irouflteaJ if the ' clQer||}r'Of /die! pro* 
vince of Conacht will allow of these boundarieai 
ibwjtt'-br ar aadflffittibnl to ibei> Jmt'ib muffc* be 
gran ted* tfacOf tiieite ilviete^ lint? livb IMahiDp^ick^ fli 
that pr oysnce- 

Tfaeitfocito8-af the an^Bishop'of CasHtl^ltoivid^ 
^d' froni >fouiit EibMkme <b' tM i^val aaib,< sftvi 

&6tt OmBnb Gbift l^ ?1p{lerw^ tof €hreiat jft$ibb4 
Ibatrta'tQ^ Ciiosr Gi%ii]Le vvoattrai'ds* »^Tbe ^ocesb 
af BisAioce w mtdrfisiril «xMnci«drr«Kiiii< JfUoRfw 
batdi uptm* the^^ bablc of idib irBref Ba#oW) lUllie 
itaeetiiig :Q£<^th^>tbre)d atreaittooC Cl<^» iimd^ £fom 
the rivferSmlr^ulhwardsftertlm-^da&^'T^ 
06 (Sdrfi e3iteil<iea fi^6iii^ jGorio ^tb ^ifh Uifiliaadl 
dbni ftcm flef'Blac^ < ikrtitbp aMiAwii^rdil td'd»eF'i^K» 
Tfhfe'^ diecessi of Stith MaJ^be' Be^girfr e^tt^adtea 
ftbw ' Bao£ Beaabrar to^ Ocsbvt Miaimi ^ ^nul Ikeair B\Bil 
to< BJilirbhm: ;^Thb dfi>cb89Toif::KillUM ^xtaiiihstf 
jraih Slighe £>ala torl^eftb €bi3gtdlioov lindifilbw 

MckuM Hochljglid ta^tAlmitt^ UiiA^^m Blflo^ 
and irdorfflibAdeito' M(^ahtl<)r <&)^«^(^^ 'JKid 
diibtdaDB of ; ]Lifnei<i6k exiid0d«dr-^oiiil iMadkeoi^ 
^estfcf a#d$r tiyCAtii' dnf £kMinli^I»idMii}^iii# 
3i£t, Biid< .tb Lathasft i^i^re,^ abH €t6Jix 'Aidkiwi 
irastWhrHs and' ^Ab-dl^t ride ^odth^isatd^vatod^Bild:! 
fatiioFsbbbrdt aiM 'TiJIIk(rht'ih4^sf«^^ V^ioM 
Tairbeatt we8ie^^dsvt:fi^d C^iimbtit fav^IUMMmpi 
€»i>s^m'M«tert^UidikT^aii Kioghi >»iid(:iki»i ika 
Iminc: The ^piivMiof^^hmamm^ 
ianfetion in^ thi&j^la^^i fi^^irim^rel* tixembiitlai^' 
<^bounddriel^aic5t3^conrta%iy«orW^ oiilKtoEiOod^rm^A 
f >the' ihtentwfi oif 80 I^eifflfitf m» Fatrittk, adY 
^. al) the Christiani chumtekl'^i HTfai^teddhodnibitf 
fi>is dfoe^'ss' isi St.. Mar^'sot^kfatdii^^ 
lEIiB'diocbs&bf E^ty!iJeft)heMiixtaid^:fiK)ml<ili^ 
am GMin turibe Bhrt:kii4^eii> ibd fibiffit6!bafa^ 
€ofll by^'Tippetaryto AUi^id) i^lkr 19m>dioeebk* 



UahkdbaXik^ mifttAdf Gtf^idi<>' tO' Mdtmt 
MtfUBt ^Uadttciw to Maadi WtHlmiicDtiie pwntio6 

McaidgcmidtD Nfttet f u tm il m "^ 4&6dtitd of Ktk 
ckk-^estetiiitf^S^iMQi Aofti J)b«^s«r to «te Niiat 
i« LehMiter,- iltidi flbiai KhMce' «»'. Gutdw CtOflW 
HioiNinnij ^ to the ii«mAli» ISttd dtt^JiOteb^ Thtf 

to' BwigeicHMf, 'ta ^' IthHHr ^d>t6 litM(^rbi«Bi« 
t6h«; dfooestf'diS I'aiiw or Wtfxftva «!iMMfdtt]ift«hi 
Beigeira to' MUMi^mhi <sb tKe' ««^ «^ d9 
zMeir' Btttt^biTt^ and fifx)W Kotftft' Uidlie iw thtt ^ro' 
i«i<flP of: Ij«flJk!siett soutilwsttkk fif tjM^ jfeftd ' Tb« 
decj^ o^ "tiiei jMfoHQetti of l«&iSt«v, I ]lr^MB4 
^m ai^ «!f this<fCkMh«)d «f k^^ ddt HhffMwM. 
dadds of itHo M«t|nd dSatttMSSs^-^nGf-^^ Hwhe-fyk 

ffateft f^tj I^Brlt «i«r«al!^ nj^'tbilir t<^0> bi^MljpIC 

tftociaiscb^, leflitte lAiMfllH^<^ €M^> aifti:«heff 

S5 dkA»iAe»irtM>X)«ittlitotld^ed^M'lW#Ahift^^O^ 
<ffd> tiwKoitf !|tM W^m«ldt\tmarii!kti^fa 4» 
dHin(Bdti|.«b«e>s;^d^-^kH^ lilfiirdi^ttPfihvltmlaKif 

|MSeiinii«dt Mf IiWliMcH' 1^ ■ ilikftllifkHtis dg ^t» 
neigUMWivifig istaA^ {f«Ht u<. MM^dH^ 1^' UMA 
pHvfCi^ tfek&hcl^utd^dttdd^tliblff a^fiiSlft>l& df^'the 
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oiiaont^ of Obuis or UAniflktj^ the son of GdiK 
fre/f vbo.was hdrai^pwrfeni to the crowu of thoAii 
countri^ Moctougb cooi^ied with theur reqiieit^ 
•nd Bmt ' a . oouwi of his own, whose iigme. was 
DanieU the son of Teige O Biyen^. who. admin* 
istered the governoient for ithe space , of tlir^ 
years} but notwithstanding he was na more tha6 
a viceroy over the people, he ruled with such ty4 
ranny and despotic powerf t|iat the inhabitants 
b^n to suspect his aesignsb and grew jealons of 
^eir rights add privilegest, t^hicb. be Attempt«d to 
invade, and therefore tbe principal persomof.the 
island deposed him ffOAi. his authority, andigno^ 
minionsly sent him foacb into Ireknd* .^ . . -^ 
We have an acconnt lilcewise in the Mine httto» 
cian, that Magnus, the.A>n -of 01anus,..:soa of 
AraUt, king of Norway^ despatched mesiengefs to 
Mortough O Bryen, -to demand his homage txA 
submis»on ; and lil^ise sent a pair of his shoes, 
which he commanded him to carry uiDsn hiisi ^KmU 
dersas an. evident testimony of^l^ sulpection. 
Mortough, dres^ng an intauon from : these fom 
figners, we- ane informedf obeyed, which servite 
compliance c^ his was so resented, by Jth^ sibbdiiy 
and chief personis of bi^ dominicauf, that thejt 
ui>braided hjm with /.cowardice add a meanness €£ 
WffmU for d^genefating; from the oourage .of hia 
imcestors,. who Abbotred ««iQb al^^t beba^our^and 
19onld hAve cbaN^Jbed with the sword 4Jie haughty 
!pitii0 for the insolenqe of bi$; deqptands* But Mor* 
tough was nothing incensed by this. remonstrance, 

and he replied with^ great mildi^s; tbait (he would 
rather advance the happiness and leonrity. c^ Jiia 
conntrj^ hy his. sab}nis«oq, than: expose to ruiiMftii 
desolation the least proyinoe in hiil dominioo9<s .: .\ 
But Mdgnus, not satisfidd with this servile 
bOfUj^jfrooA ^ortpiigbi fjiiX^ wik % numerous 
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fleet, Vifhich be mainml i^^thDanes^anttKofrwe- 
gibns, ind set tail for the Iidshcdasts^ . His^cl^ 
iigH wa& td plifmier and destrdy thef oocrotry, ini 
4o bmasa it in. a dreadful xnann^r; tlm ^eopte hSe 
ddteiimined tb^ put to the sword without ineh;y» 
jmd take aAiplb revenge upon the IiisU for all the 
:iriGtocies thin^ had obtained over the* Danes, and 
Ar deriving tmem tint of the isliind. • And so impa- 
tient' nrras this cruel Bane to put idi des%h into 
execut^n^ that ha landed^ wk^ faia wifb, a few 
4f: his nobiHty, and a undL nurob^.bf isoldi^rs, 
Jbefore tkeJ>oa7 df hss[ fleet afipv^adied^^thershora, 
^Kod set the country abotit llun oui ire. But l&e 
-IrisSi wisre pce{isaed'tD:feceivB hwii fori^bey-.had 
laid ambudies <|o)ctttiism off befoi^ thelrbst ofhis 
Soiou arrived,' ^d siiirpiHsed hinv with sudi suo> 
QBSSy.that Magnub and s^Uliis men* were^ (destroyed 
.Wben /the rest of cthe fleet ^ai^ivedv !tii<$y were ai^ 
aatoniabed indth the .misfortune, bf their cmpt^ 
•ittui neompaoions^ tbat/tb^y madd all > the saiT they 
xDold homewards, a^d bid a^^^al. adiea to the 
idarid..^^' 1 *.. i » •-. \.: •' •••.•'./-."•• ,-....\^ 
Mortough O Bryen, king of Ireland,- Mk siek 
,o£ a languishing d^ease,* whibh attended hitd. for 
.^leyeiArB, and then concluded hisiifeand reign. 
;ii& died at Ardaach^. and ^ made a, mbst rdtgidus 
.^HBtt;: bis 'body waf buried iti the great church ait 
;£illa|o^^ /in>tbe yeaor o&our redemptioa IlSOb^ ' • 
•\v .. :> Turloughy.tkesonof -Roger O Cbnnor, 

ilSO ' '"^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ S^^^"^^^ ^ the great* 
'i'. . \ estpart^df the i island) abd^aiit upon the 
v^ifaiiMie for twenty yedH. This privce dtsttngtushed 
his reign by many memorable actions ; among the 
jrtet m- ^eeted three remarkablb bridges in the 
pmvince of Cctnadst, . tite bridgb of' Athh>ne afnd 
tfaar: bridge df A^lhJOhnicht^ :both Which stood 
itteJc the Shanoson^^andHhi bfidge tif^Dun £aK>gha 
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4m»iii£ MilMtiar in a bpitfle maamear^ anl ^Mno^S 
iflt^r detfitatiflmt he ftmndesM jCa^hol ^ mA 4^ 

^ttifar npoiL ids dFtar, .did grot exc)ci]ttoi; 
iii4ili O flbym IdBK^of i^bdmdl* lAidliiiii, 

«|diliMiK|^ iithtf fMftboiil of n» £nfe diflt&Mttioii. 
<Bal; t^tOTafartm^ <did a6t disGoim^ ^^urkm^h 
in hs 4fiaigBfi' tipoir |iiat iproviaoe, fqrJie noon* 
jtqMiiied theinsghBihidfflgigflfeiiBflU I9 ^ncscuiting his 
jfiB3dK;;fliidb»nifik(M aadljeiiteml 

<iptfwiBntty»iriip aHifndifoiTf: qf anienraged em^bay^ 
isriaier^> lie lused^ gnettt fomtistisB^jamir jospumlted m- 
^tfspceiaiUe :baibaffitrfs> mfmutibejpea^ Me 9^ 
^cedLtfle pioviiuleiitadqriHs: iibe^wnQo;' attdoys 
Jlm,mim.bf.9ightjo£ ^nifudil; Jie.f^dedffit .auto 

(Macil&ai^r»! Aild the iiieti& iie heitotired iipoa .C<»^ 
pok&Biij^nii. bukJCtipft^witbg7ttfA:[Mil^ 
^ fixeditfibiflmiiiiiiipttssNeaiicte^ihe^ Jto 

.deliver hostages wa seourity for their futureihoni^ 

7 ^Midut!thiailiitte;thtf^vaf)obi]6 

.vj|B. xonaeotatedf Ml lithei fttriGoriaiaao3B ,;af ^irhidi 



4kiiigdoalMiMeg)SiBseirt4 da tM jmir of jouroe^eiaqp- 
tioBL d f 84. fipQB aftW' ' GorBai(cr iUc iG^xk^ Ms 
ehs^Mc^uldy a)|i£deoed' 1^ . CoQi^. lO Bryen^, nv^o 
^m» ]|iifif mdu rebfiton 4 ^(l. i{b«itltiiejBame<Aiin^ j^e 
^ijoci^ l^cAiaaodhog .or MaUthiaSt op^o -vaa^arch* 
Ihjuhop of loehMMl pad Scaiilbua^ vsaxeoMMd Co 

;JUK||h6r iif(p« 

iT4irlcM^'0'jCmiDv^^ attemt ufwa^tfae 

»»dbolec|miVince of Jlim that ^fpo4» 

aieoollected aA<tbejbrc«s^iCdtiAchtaQdI^nfltart 
fOJP.Maath Teiaia ^iid .tQ iRimakir^Md directed his 
mapch to Gleana Maghairf bat there he^was met' 
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by Turlough O Bryen, and the son of Connor O 
Utyen^ attended mth, the provincial troops^ which 
consisted of three battalions. Both armies prepay 
red for battle, and began the fight with great fury 
and slaughter; for some time the success was 
dpubtfuli but at last favoured Turlough O Connor^ 
and the Momonian troops, and the martial tribe 
of the Dailgaisy received a terrible defeat at Moia 
More, and suffered inexpressible loss in the eh-, 
gagement. After this victory, Turlough O Bryen 
was banished to Tir Eogain, and Turlough O 
Connor' made another division of the province of 
Munster, between Teige O Bryen and piarmui4» 
the son of Cortoac Mac Carty. * 

Tbrloagh O Cdnnor, king of Ireland, did-not 
long survive this memorable battle; he died in the 
sixty-sriitth year of his age, and was intierred with 
great solemnity near the great altar of Ciaran at 
Cluain Mac ^ois. This prince left to the clergy 
of the kipgdom the greatest part of his personal 
estate, which consisted of 540 ounces of gold, 
forty marks of silver, aH his jewels, plate, horses, . 
ai^ms, bows, quivers, arrows, and all his military 
equipage, and ordained, that this legacy of his 
sifouid be divided into just proportions, and given 
tatfee clergy 'according to their several degrees 
and the orders they professed, v The decease of 
this prince was accompanied by the death of the 
most religiQUS Teige O Lonargain, bishdp of 
Killaloe, who expired in tiie year of the Christian 
a^ra 1150*. ,. 

^ _ Hortough Mac Neill Mac Lachluin sue- 

1150* ^®^^^^ m the government of Ireland. Thi« 
* ' prince was descended from the posterity of 
H^^mon, and commanded the greatest part of 
the island for eighteen years. In the seventh year 
of his reign was copvened a national synod of tha. 
clergy/ which assembled at Ceananus, in the 
Tor.. II* « H 
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country of Ifeath, and in the yei|r of qyr Lor^- 
1 1 ^7* The 4.esign of this cfmvq^tif^, vg^ tq cpp- 
sult proper measures fpr the $eit<e^ prop^^ifio^ of 
the Christian faith ; for tb? more efl^sf tual ^d^i 
cation of the popple, aq4 t9 ocdain tyfo mpr^ 
archbiskiops in the. island i fpf b^fpT^ theret W^fv 
DO more tiian the arphbisbop^ of ^i^dflaach j^)<i 
Cashel. The principal persQps wbi) wer? ^[^n je^ 
by the pope to preside iw this ^ot^v^ntipa v?)Ce, 
Qioll^ Cfi.(»t Q CoQiiirfj) bi§bPP pf Lismore* ^u? 

Jierior of all the nioi^Hs i^ Ir^l^id, a^d tbe pppe'^. 
egale and Johannes ^^^pirop^ oq^ of tjj!^ B..oww»^ 
cardinals. They r^guljii^ed th^ dipc*?8e3 ibrPHgb-s 
out thie kingdom, and be^tpyi^ fpvic CO|p^^ <ffk t^i^. 
four arichbishpps, Vljiph Wft? V)?ry i^n^t^ to 
the Irish', fjMj they \«ould h?iv? b^W bfWief satisfe< 
fied wjth the pl?I fprnj, withpql^ the a(|dltipi'i.<>f a 

njpre archbishoprieKs, Qne. of tb^e <?«B^v ^*l' . 
Pajlium inthpjburnslof tb^lisynpd, WM,b>s^aw^ 

Upon Ardipacbf ^Pd anpth^r PRPP Q«iftbf;l>, ^bw 
was cp^trary tp tb^ wjllof tb.e cl^gy qt^^dif^^j^ 
and Dun da I^^ith Qlas; tb« oj^iq^r t^P. Wfti B«?tv 
«6nted to the ng^ archbi5,h.PBs, a;ji,app^ar4 qMrej 
by ai^pld bQpV pf th^ dprgy oilqu^, AidlWv,.^. 
wliere t|ip, de.te,win«jtiPJi? of tha* ^w.npjlji.'^^p^j^,. 
ticuK^riy r;eco^ded}. the safflp treatise mfgi^ 
tbat th?.,synq4 asseipWeM ^^ *^^ y^^ % ^'^ 

11^7, ani? giy%,s.tb^. fpllpsxin*;; apfiottM <JV<^^ % 
junctions tbaV,5j[p.r.9, ^s^U^h^i|,. an^ l^hft 4wV<V3t- 
ot tjie, fcHir Cplje,^; Ht. t)i^, ij\apnfiJF. WOVf?BR;>. , 

* MChVll anQo ab Jncamatione Dox9mi npstri Je<u Cbritti 
oissextilr tiobile concilnini in verDiui tetepor^ ip\\a CeafmnvlL • 
cetebfatum ftut; in quo']pk%i^lden0lH>niiti^$'Jbann€icardi|i^ 
presbyter, b^^ La^rentiv iMx v^iati chtoa e|il8CQpo«» et quln* 
qu^ e^^to», et inf^ tot a^^atp^^ 

•PpstoJoW Petri et P^^li et d9j??.ipi ap^^vB(ri;¥%ep}\^ %»q?j 
niam er irauras pmn^ud ixiodis ext^rpavit, et damnayiti.et deapjatL 
d^das aptosto1lc4 aikthorliate pn^qijlt. Chmt3&r puHaqiiaialsr^^ 





*• lA the year 11 97 ^''o.m t^^ Incarnation of pur 
^* Lord . JefSiis (Jnris^ being tiissektile^ was fcele- 
** btatea m ihie spring a noUle council at Ceanahus{ 
** i& ^hich §jn6d presided cardinal JoKn, a pres- 
•* bytw df the blessed St. tiaiirence, arid th? 
** ksSeitiktv cohsisted of Iwenty-two bisliops, and 
^f live bishops elect, and of so many abbots aiid 
** prior?, belonging to tne blessed apostles, Peter 
^< and raiil, arid our apostolid fattier Eileen ius. 
*^This cardinal condemned, arid by all proper 
^^ methods extirpated^ ttie practice of siihon^. arid 
** usury, arid cqmnianaed tythes to /be paid bjf 
*^ apostolical duthority. He delivered four copes 
^^ to tbe four archbishops of Ireland, to the arcii«* 
'*^ bishop 6f Dublin, ox Tuarii, of Cashel, and oJT 
^^ Ardmach , inoreoVer he constituted, as it be- 
<* came him, the archbishop of Ardiriach primate 
*^ bver ^ii fesi^ ieirid as soon as the . council wai 
*^ ended he began his journey, arid passed the 
^' sea^ up6ri the ninth day of ihe calehds olT 

he natries of the bishops that were present in 
this syriodical rifieetirig, are delivered down to us 

rj 

r^an^' |xcb|Sishbi) ot Munstef^ jthat is, Cashel j 
ug^ O Heyrij afcnT>ishop of Conacht, that i$ 
uaro Jtjfeirie } Grcfgpr^^ bishop of EJiibliri; Giolli 
i ]^aomh, bisnop or Glean da ^ Loch}, P.iirigal 




u*diiep]jac6pot Hib'ehiifle, Dablmtiiisiy TiiidinepBty Caifclensf. 
et Ardipachano.tradidit. ^nsuper Ardniil^sinUtri ^{^J^p'uni i4 
fffiibikdA 1^^ alios {^^' lAddei^t orditeMl^; <{[ul.etUni c.irdi* 

BOQO calendas AprUit transfretaviu 
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bishop of.Kfldare.; GiolU an Choimd^^ or Dei« 
cola, a worshipper of God ; O Hardmhaoil, bishop 
of Imleach or Emly; Giolla Aodh O Heyn, 
bishop of Cork; Maolbreanuin O Rus^nain, 
bishop' of Kerry, that is, Ardfearta ; Turgesius, 
bishop of Limerick ; Mortough O Maoh'dhir, bish- 
op of Cluain Mac Naois; Maoiliosa O Copach* 
tain, bishop of Oirthior Conacht, Ua Ruadhain, 
bishop of Luighne, that is Achad or Achonry ; 
Macraith O Morain, bishop of Conmaicne or Arr 
dacha; Eathruadh O Miadhachain, bishop of 
Cluain Joraird ; Tuathal O Connachtaig, bishop 
of Jobh Bruinn, that is Enachduin ; Muireadhach 
O Cobhthaig,, bishop of Cineal . Eogain, that is 
Derry; Maolpadruic O Beanain, bishop of DaiU 
naruigh, that is, of Connor ; Maoiliose Mac ao 
Chleirighchuirr, bishop of Down^ 

The archbishop of Ardmach had under his ju- 
risdiction the following sees: Connor, Down, 
Louth, Clonard, Kells, Ardaqhadh, Raphoe, 
Rathlury, Duleek, and Deny; but some of these 
have been since united into one bishopric. The 
archbishop of Cashel presided over the diocesses 
of Killaloe, LimericK, Inis Catha, Kilfenora, 
Emly, Roscrea, Waterford, Lismorei Cloin,* 
Cork, ftoss, and Ardfearta ; but the number ii 
not so mfany at present, because some of them have 
been likewise united. Under the authority of the 
Jarchbishop of Dublin are these sees, Gleandaloch, 
Ferns, Ossery, Leithglip; and Kildare. 'Hie ju- 
risdiction of the archbishop of Tuam extends over 
the diocesses of Mayo, Killal^ Roscommon, CIu« 
ainfeart, Achonry, Cluain Mac Nois, and Kilma- 
cogh,in Irish'Cill mhic Duach ; but thol^ sees 
are now fewer, and some of, them at this time are 
utterly unknown. ,■ t « . . 

Not long after this national convention broke up, 
Daniel O Lpngargain; bish<^ of Muhster; left 



the i^orld ; nor did Mortouch Mac NdlU lon^ 
•urvive, who was king over the principal part ot 
ihe kingdom of Irelanc^. , •. 

Roderick,! otherwise called Roger^ fixed 
1168 himself in the throne of his predecessor^ 
* He was the son of Turlough O Connor^ 
simamed the Great, and descended from the royal 
line of Herenion; This prince, by the historians 
of those times, was alwap placed ip the table of 
the Irish monarchs, and called king of Ireland; 
and not improperly, for the kings of Oirgiallach, 
of Meatfly and Breifne, submitted to him, though 
many of the nobility and gentry of the islandl 
stood out and opposed his .government* He" is 
Said to wear the crown ei^ht v^ars* 

In the reign of Roderick/ king of Ireland^ 
Teighernan O Rourke, king of Breifne, had 
married a lady of a very lascivious disposition, who 
had banished the conjugal esteem of her hu^h^uid, 
and resolved when opportunity offered to fly away 
from his court. The name of this lady was Dear** 
l>hf horguill, the daughter of Mortoughf .Mae 
Floinn, king of Meath, and riot the wife of that, 
.prince, as Giraldus Cambrensis falsely ass!ei:ts« 
In order to accomplish her designs she sent a pri- 
vate message to Diarmuid Mac 'Morrough^ king; 
of Leinster, with whom she was in love, and en- 
treated him that he wou]d rescue her from, the 
Embraces of a husband she hated, and use any. 
methods, either of, stratagem or force, to carry 
her away: and to favour hei^escape, the messenger 
was to acquaint the king of Leinster, that he 
taight safely remove to Conacht, and continue 
there till her husband set out upon his pilgrimage 
to St. Patrick's Purgatory, which he proposed to 
undertake in a short time; so that if he complied 
with this opportunity he might easily convey her 
to Leinster, where they might bot^ gratify those* 



I 
I 



a«tbes ivitli teedrity, irhich hei- ^dt^b^ tiiarrid[g6 
%ith the kkig of Btbifae wiJuM bot JSii^et her id 
imprdve. 

Diarmtiid t&(i«!fcfd th& tbe^gb with all the 
j6:f c^ » tnMSpditfed IdVer ; dtld iinM^diately pit- 
piU«d td idcdnij^liiih &a d:m6\it thit had been loiMp 
dUtied bh, but by toitiei uiifbttiiilat& accideiiU 
]teld b^eh alvriiTi ptii^leS&d add disappointed. 
Re dtdtefi^ tL putty of hol^S t8 attefid hini* ao4 
fittiviag at the piaxi6 ttrhei^ thfe lady wa^ he found 
hbt ieMty i6 tec^Wb hitu. ^6 caught hef in hi» 
kntbit bffd fl)dutit0d h^Jr on hi)fsebd(:k behind one 
(f£ hii sop^rldr diRnen, Who iioon arrived With her 
it his p^&e^ it L^ib^^r. j^t the ladV did hoi 
seem outwardly t6 b6 coh6eHied itt this desieh, 
fyt Wh6h Ahe W^ 8e^i26d she cried dut for hllA 
is if ibt; hdd b6^n caMied aWay by vioiedce, thfe 
IfBtter i6 ^at d dbltiut trpoh hef estarie. 
Iftie kihg of Br^ifng Wsis at ibis tiole upon his 
lgdiAi(^6; but ttrheii h6 figtnrned he soon missed 
lis Wift, a6d UhdeM^Adlilg she #a^ Seized h^ 

ibn% by th^ king 6f LeiAst&t, fdt ^e lady by Heir 

6\Xt6At^ hid deceived he^ attendants, he iifstahtly 
<ll6d!tflted tk^&igp, afid sip^lied hiii&self to &6de* 
fltlk, tU kitg ^ tfelatad^ fbf iissista&ce} he like. 
iHit€ itistigdted the ndbility ahd getitry of hi^ 
ifMi country to tihdfeftake his quaffel, and to 
^ttistAi^ fh6 Aifiihet f6t this outrageous indignity. 
Inhibit 86 SCffsibly a^ea'ed the honour of himself 
Bib ldf(i and hid fktaily. The kin| of trelahd iiii. 
ibedUtely ittUSt^r^d dll the provincial troops of 
Cdn&cht, th£~ tofc&i of Breinie, of Oifgiallach, 
4ttd thd cottAtry of Meat^ with a full resotiifion 
t6 fsAtef the {Province or !t>eihstef with l^re and 
6W0Td, Hiii take aitipld sati^Ctiori of that ptihce 
fpt (hts bM6 and liiiworthy act he bac^ coinibitied* 
tHirtSiXid iobti had inCeingetic'ig of th^W mUititfy 
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(ul^y al}pui tij«(, K$^ laid befiir^ thf^m the formidably 
str^qgth of \l\9 Qot^dfu^tQ a^n^y^ and with; gnat 
aoQ^^cQnvwA im}dpred thw hsif to 8oa|ter th« 
imp^ndMsig «tprm» that ^muld nofc ooly averwbelai 
hirqs^lf bi}); wv(4)!e. (I^qqi in tha comaaoQ rain> and 
bi^g d^tru<^ip9 on. %h» iihola c<^i^y» But tkia 
q^plio^tioo k|ui ppt tba d««ira(l efiact^ foe the wk 
llility h^ coQ^ivcd 9ttch a violent seaanteent 
a^Mns^ th^i|> pria€# for tb^ a}>9nDiMbla injury liia. 
hii4 cotBuiittao, tliAt they abwlotely wfuaad to 9fd 
hivfk in W^ wiQbaA a oause; whidi QQ axooaa coidd; 
p^gte, an4 notlling biDb vapaataiice and resiitmioft' 
c^)(l ^tqm fov i agd tio sacuf e. thamaeliies. from 
a^y- vipl^'^ft that. BiwBuid might pcoposa to 
c^fx^UlQi the Hfohili^ renounced ^^^ authority^ ^ . 
puttY^n)9eN« undar tJi^ prQtectioa of Hoderiek <i 

Q QoB^f^ft kipg 9f Iraland } fon the king o£ Imu^ \ 

twr hAd imm^ bja aufeiacts.b^manjt ^er pro. 
v<M^MP«» Vid. fao^ hi9. im^oltti& and tynuuMttal ^ 

gjgii{^llin^»t h«li 4Q lo9t tli^ir affcdion^ tliafethagp 
l^hi^mif bift dMireaa, and* abandoned him^ toth^i ^ 

PftWer of his memifiu Thai hingi of Ireland^ 
eqffoiifjS^d hy thin disQietioni of the^ aahility of 
XjslDStor^ maidsi^d hi^: s(f my into tha tairitora^ of 
thfl^ {Vfoifino?, and p^iunderadi liio. eountf y that hadi 
conlf^d, firm, ia ^leii^ allegiance to Ctiwrmuid | 
fojp hA mat with np opposiMon^ thekingrof Leinsi^ 
ieiikmn^ oUigad: to nj^ wtb a.&w foHowani, anld^ 
leftx^th^ provme cadtbaut7dQlaiGe» Theiconfed^ 
rajift; aiupy raged; with: aJl the to^rroca q£ fire aotf^ . 
a^^QMdft. and aifiong. othar dveadffdi devastatkitui^ \ 
the)!! tp^idifid: t^ Snnai^ plundeied and; damok 
ished the. T^}^} palace I ofr Daariauid^ and; daova^ - 
thjyk^ iM^jSflteiiate.pi^ of th» JsfaML ; 
'Skkk esilfdl^ng^ thufl ISonoed &oiia kia. doimw - 

nioMi vMr l)(»i j^Q& teisengiv aj^dr^hmg-^* foU^- 
loose to his passions»^ determined to punish his 
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rebdlibtts nobility at all hazards, thoi^ the hap- 
pioess of his country was to be sacrificed in tine 
attempt. For this purpose he fled into France, 
and implored the protection of Helnrj II. king 
^ Enguind, who was carrying on his conquests 
in that country. The English monarch was not 
then in a capacity to lend him any troops to assist 
him in the recovery of his crown, but wrote letters 
by him to some of his ministers in England, which 

S velum authority to raise what men ^ere wiU- 
g to enlist themselves in his service, and trans* 
port them into Ireland. Diarmuid gratefully 
received and acknowledged the civility he found 
from iking Henry, and taking his leate of that' 
prince^ he left Frande and landed safely in' the * 
port of Bristol. Up#»n his arrival he delivered his ' 
Gornmissionto the magistrates of that city, where 
the letters were publicly read} and to encourage^ 
men; to engage in his service, he made ample* 
promise of lands and estates to such as offered 
thealsdlves and would assist him in the expedition 
against his enemies, who had invaded his province 
and robbed him of his crown- In this city he 
niet Richard Mac Gilbert, son to thie earl of 
Stnuif^dl, to whom he engaged, that iiP he woiild 
appear in bis cause, and raise a bod^of men fot 
hi3 servioe, he would bestow upon him his daugh- 
ter Aoiffe, who was heir apparent to his dominions, 
and as a dowry would confirm to hiln and Ids heirs 
the crown of Leinster after his decease. The 
JBofl^tsb nobleman ioyfuUy accepted of the terms, 
ai^d promised that be would instantly beat up fct 
volunteers, and when he had completed his nuifi- 
W fa<^ would transpoirt them into Ireland; 

Diarmuid having met with this encoungMseht 
from tiie Ei^ish, went into Wales, t)ie prince 
of which GOttstry vw JUi|di Gciffin,* -who was 
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deputed to that government by Henr^ II. of 
England. To him he notified the cause of his 
arrival and the circumstances of his distressed 
affair, and desired that he would favour the cause 
of an exiled prince, driven from his dominions 
by a seditious nobility and the rebellion of his owu 
tsubjects. ' Here he was informed that a nobleman 
of signal courage and an experienced commander, 
whose name was Robert Fitz Stephen, was de- 
tained a prisoner by the viceroy of ^ales, for 
some-traitorous practices against the king of Eng- 
land. This person he thought would be ofgheat 
importance to carry on hiS designs, and therefore 
he solicited his enlargement with all his interest, 
and promised, if Ralph Griffin would release him 
from his confinement, and Oblige him to engagitj 
in the Irish expedition, f it2 Stephen should never 
be un4er a temptation to raise disturbances in 
Engfand ; for he woiuld provide for him to his satis- 
faction, and beSttow festiatlBS upoii him that shpulxl 
SYtpport him in a princely grandeur, and satis^ 
the utmost extfent of his ambition. Robert Fitz 
Stephen tetd a brother-in-law in that country, 
whose name waS Maurice Fitz Gerald, who was 
in great favour :With Ralph Griffin j and he, with 
^:he"bishop of "iSt.David^i, interceded for the re- 
leasemept of Ktz Stephen, ajid with much impor- 
. tunity prevailed for his discharge, but upon con- 
dition that he should transport himself into Ireland 
Ijetween that time and the sumnier following, and 
cbntribute his utmost to the restoration qf the king 
Off liCiiMter. Piarmuid likewise obliged himself 
•to coilfirmto this' English nobleman the town of 
'Wexford; and the two canthreds of the Janda 
'n^^cent, to his heirs for ever, as a reward for his 
neryice, in assisting him td recover his^right, and 
io re-establish' hith in his dominions. 

^* VpL. Ti. 2 
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The king of Leinster having thw successfulljr . 
mailaged his solicitation among the Engh'sh and 
the Welsh, conveyed himself in great privacy, and 
with a very smatl retinue^ into Ireland, in order 
to be iready to receive the succours he expected. 
He came to jb^earna.in a disguise, and discoverinflr 
himself to the clergy of that placet, they promised 
to protect him till his designs were ripe for execu- 
tion. Here he lay concealed in his retirement till 
the summer following, at which time Robert Fitz 
Stephen, having finished his preparations, and 
. raisejd what folrces he was able, landed upon the 
coasts. Th'e number he brought over with him 
seemed tinequ^ to the attempt ; for it consisted of 
no more than SO kn^hts, 60 esquif ei^ and SOO foot 
soldiers, who were set on shore at a place called 
Cuan an Bhaimbh, which lies^unon the border of 
the country of, Wexford upon toe south by Beg 
Abhain. Thi^e English auxiliaries landed in Ire* 
)and> in the seventh year of the reign of Roderick 
O Connor^ and in the - year of our redemption 
.117^* There c^tae oVer likewise in this expeaitioii 
a valiant knight, whose name was Hermon lilorty^ 
who belonged to the earl of Strangw^I, and was 
sent by him to inspebt into the manoefs 4Lnd^ dis- 
position of the Irish, Ht^A to make discoveries of 
the producie and extent oi the islands 

Upon the arrival of thd English^ Robert ^Htz 
Stephen d^patched a messenger to the king of 
Leinster, with whom he kept coire^onaSce. 
This news \\ras very acceptable to Diarmuid, who 
immediately left his obscurity, and putting himself 
. at the Jiead of 500 horse, whom be always had in 
i'eadiness in tbe country adjacent, he made all pos« 
sible haste to join the English, and enter upon 
{^ttion, before bis enemies were apprised of his 
design, or wei^e in zny capacity to i>ppose hini« 
A council of war was immediately calldl^ and it 
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was resolved 4:hat Wexfbrd diould be closely be- 
si^ed, and accordingly the ariny was drawn up 
before the wails ; but the iahal^ttanta were so ter- 
, rifled at the approach of the king of Leinateri 
that, in a meeting of the; principal burghers, it 
was unanimously agreed to open the gates before 
any assault' was made, and by that means recom- 
mend themselves to the favour of the victors, and 
prevent the sacking of the town^ It was likewise ' 
concluded, that \ a number of select hostages 
should be sent to Diarmuid ; as a security for 
their future obSediencte and submission, and v us 
pledges for an annual tribute they would oblige 
themselves to pay, as the most emctual method 
that oould be thought of in that exigency to save 
their lives, and preserve their houses from plunder. 
These proposals were no sooner oflfered but they 
were accepted by the king of Leinster, who, to 
fulfil his engagement, upon the surrender bestowed 
the town of Wexford, and two canthreds of the 
adjacent Jands, upon Robert Fitz Stephen ; and 
likewise conferred the two next canthreds upon 
Hermon Morty, as he had fbrftierly promised| 
when he was soliciting assistance in Wales against 
the prevailing power of his enemies. 

Diarmuid having thus rewarded his auxiliaries, 
made a general muster of his forces, and found 
upon a i-eview that "bis force consisted of a complete 
body of 3000 men. He gave orders to decamp, 
and marched towards the territories of Ossery, 
with a design to plunder the country, and reduce 
it to pbediencet The king of Ossery at this time 
was Donongli, the S(H} of Panie} Ramhar, who 
was a professed enemy to the king of Leinster. 
But wlien the confejderate army had passed the 
boundaries, and begin to commit hostilities upon 
the inhabitant^! the king of Ossery, finding himself 
in tio capacity to oppose the ipvaden^ summoned 
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a coancii of his principal dobQity And g^ntrfi 
who, after mature consideration, were obliged to 
resolve to sebd hostages to the king of Leinster, 
as a testimony of their siibmission» and to pay him 
an annual tax and acknoi^ledge tbem9elves tributa* 
lies; accordingly a me^s^^oger ^a& despatched 
express with these oondltions, whichr the king of 
Leinster complied with, and by this means the 
fury of the soldiers was restrained, and the country 
secured from further depredations., ,; 

By this time the vhole kingdom was alaroied 
with *the success of. Diarmuid and his auxiliary 
English ; and to prc^rent.the dreadful cabmitks of 
a civil war, the chiefs of the island, both nobles 
and gentry, appli^ to Roddick O CoQttor, kmg 
of Ireland, to consult upon proper methods to put 
a stop to the ambitious designs of the king of 
Leinster, and scatter tl>e impending storm, b^re 
itgrew formidable, and m a capacity of overwhelm- 
ing the island in bloo^ and confusion. A conven- 
tion of the estate^ therefore was assembled, . and 
after many debates it was agreed, that every pro- 
vince in the island should be obliged to silpply the 
kitig of Ireland with an appointed number of forces, 
in order to confine the king of Leinster within the 
bounds of his province, and drive the English out 
of the . country. This resolution was punctually 
executed, and every province raised their quota 
of men, who wei*e sent to the place of rendezvous 
with the utmost expedition. When Roderick 
ibund his army complete, he began his marcb» 
and directed his course towards Jobh Cihseabch, 
with a full design to. give battle to the king of 
Leinster, and fight . him at all adventures. But 
Diannuid being much. inferior in the number of 
men, resolved not to stand the shock of this fbrmi- 
dable.army ; but as Roderick approached he retired* 
and withdrew with his troops into the vtroods and 



wildertiesses, which at .that tmi^stood neaif ORsara^- 
and afforded him a ssectire retreat* Tfaej king of 
Ireland, perceiving that th^ ev^emy would not 
abide the issue of a decisive battl^, but Itirked in 
the woods, where they could iu)t be^attacked^ ^ent 
to Rdbert Fitz Stephen, the commander of the 
English, with orders that he ^ hould instantly leavtf 
the country with all his foreighers ; far the caive 
he was engaged in was unjust and diBhof»ourablei 
and he had no right to a foot of land throughoui 
tb<^ island. But Robert despised this proud com^ 
mand, and returned for answer, that he had na 
inclination to quit the coiuitry, adad would JOever 
forsake the king of Leinster, but prosecute his 
rJ^fat as long as he had a mjM left. Roderkk, en<r 
raged with this reply, divided his army into BmaM 
bodies, and gave orders to his officers to enter the 
woods and attack the king of Leinster in his fasrt'< 
nesses, and he commanded them to give no quarter 
to native or foreigner, but put them all to thts 
sword, and by that me^ns at once to bring the 
war to la final end. 

^ But the clergy of the prolvince of Leinster, 
foreseeing that these commotioiis would be of fatal 
consequence to their country, and tliat these intes-^ 
tine broils were destructive to the peace and the 
established revenues of the church, resolved ta 
use their utmost eSorts in reconciling t!ie two 
kings, and securing the kingdom from bloodshed 
and other miseries, that the continuation of the 
war made unavoidable. For thatpurpsoe they 
assembled in a body, and marched towards the 
army of tliekingof Ireland. When they arrived 
they were admitted into the king's presence, and 
prostrating themselves before him as hiiinble sup- 
plieants, fliey besought him to commiserate the 
distressed state of his native country, r.nd prevent 
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the effiiston of Christian blood, by ceasing hostili- 
ties, and entering into a treaty with the king of 
Letnster. Roderick, who wks a prince of a mer** 
ciful disposition, relented al this representation of 
the clergy, and was contented to withdraw his 
army and come into pacific measures with the 
king of Leinster. The conditions of peace were 

red upon, which established; that Diarmuid 
ild enjoy the government of Leinster in as 
full extent as any of his predecessors did before 
him ; but he was obliged to send hostages of the 
first quality to the king of Ireland, as a security 
for his^ future obedience, and that he would not 
embroil the kingdom in new troubles; he was 
likewise bound to promise fealty and homage to 
the crown of Ireland, as the kings of Leinster 
had ever done to the Irish monarchs, and engage 
that he would give no encouragement to foreigners 
to invade the island, particulariy that the English 
should find no protection from him, but be com- 
pelled to quit the country. These conditions were 
accepted by Diarmuid, who, as an evidence of his 
integrity, delivered to Roderick, as a hostage, his 
ion, whose name was Art na Ngiall, and the king 
of Ireland stipulated that he would give his sister 
in marriage to the king of Leinster ; by which 
alliance it was hoped that a solid and lasting peace 
woold be established between the two families, 
and the island restored to its former tranquillity. 

But this happy prospect was soon obscured ; for 
the summer following Maurice Fitz Gerald, re- 
membering the promise he had made to the king 
of Leinster, landed in Ireland. Nor was he with- 
out hopes that by assisting that prince to recover 
his right, he should be entitled to a great reward, 
and obtain large possessions in the country. The 
number of men that he brought over in tliis expe- 
dition, consisted of no more than 10 knights, SO 
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esquires, and 100 foot,, whom he set on shore ill tlif 
port of Wexford. 

He soon notified his arrival to the king of 
Leinster, and Robert Fitz Stephen, the Eng* 
lish general; and Diannuid, urged onhy his am* 
bitious designs,, resolved to break the peace, aii4 
with his auxiliary English again try his fortune 
and take the field ; according^ he 'marched at tb« . 
head of bis forces to Wexford, to congratulate 
the arrival of Mawice Fitz Gerald, and to assign 
him ai post in the army suitable, to his experience 
and his quality^ With this additional aid be 
resolved to begin the campaign, and laid clo8# 
siege to the city of Dublin ; for the inhabitants* of 
that place had dways professed themselves ene- 
mies to his father and nimself, and therefore he 
proposed to take revenge for the indignities which 
his family had received, and chastise the pride and 
insolence of those haughty citizens. But Robert 
Fitz Stephen did not attend him in this expedition, 
hut staid behind to erect a fort at a piape called 
X^arraick, within two miles of the town of Wex* 
ford* Diarn^uid, with his auxiliaries under the 
command of Maurice Fitz Gerald, xlirected his 
march to Fingall, and set all the ai^aoent country 
on fire* These hostilities alarmed the magisl^^ateft 
of Dublin ; who immediately sumKnoned a council^ 
and resolved io make their peace with the kipg qf 
Leinster upon any terms« and save the city from 
plupder. ' They sent to him jn his camp a large 
quantity of gold, silver, jewels, . silks, and other 
valuable presents, and surrendered theni^elves to 
:his mercy, in^plortng him to spare a dduded and 
unfortuns^te people, and accept of hostages, whom 
.he sliOuld receive as an evidence cf their Ipyalty, 
and a security for their future obedience j they 
^ {promised likewise that they woi}ld chearfuUy pay 
c^sbateyo: tribiite nwlaid upon them, and atone 
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tk^t'mfwiit^ mhcsnvig^hy a doable «hareof 
duty and fidelity. These articles were aocepte4 
hy Dtwmuid, itad the^tfiiensd^vered from their 

Tht» ciofitteued course 4if miceess animated the 
Idltog of LeiiiBter to more ambitious designs, and 
tefledling tjhat tnmiy of his ancestors hid worn the 
'erbwn of Ireland, he^enti^tained hopes of beings 
ttoniar^h of the islamd, and resolved to make an 
ttHbempt upim the thr^die. < The Irings who awayed 
the 9QMtte from whom be^^cended wero, Ca* 
ttiaoir More, Cornidr Abhraruade, Labhra Loing^ 
teach, Laogatre Lore, smd U^ine More. Diar* 
iniiid oommytridated Iiis resdhSitioQ to Robert Fitz 
^^hetk and Maurice ]B%z Gerald, who i^roved 
of hiB design, and toid him that he 'Was nowbi^ 
come Ibraiidable, and might with amall dificidty 
fi^K the cfown upon hisr heac^; btit wiihal, poIMcsdly 
advised 4iim to proceed with great caution and 
^eewcy, -and n0t to eaMr np^fn exeoution before 
hisarrttywas reirtferced with fresh supplies, wbidk 
would sootibfe transpoited'from Englaad, ami put 
biita itfto a capadty of caitying on his designs 
lieyettd a possibility orf a disa^pointmetat. IThjft 
ap)^€(batton of the Btiglish generals itd^d fud 
to the \&fe -of ambitidn atoeady bindted In Utt 
^eMt«f th« krag'OfjLeitiMar, m^o, transported 
with thd friend^h^ and ainderity of hn au^dl&rie^ 
offi^^ed^bis daugh^r 40 either of thdtn.ias a remak, 
for th6ir zeal and * ibithfbl serviced; bat tb^ MSk 
had^oo itiueli honour to accept df the lady,' te- 
cause dbe had be^fbrmer^^ntmctedfto tbeeillA 
of StMmbWfell, whKin >Diarmtiid wtfs solieilSng'tt- 
^iiEttatioe^mmthe crown i^t l^latid* Tb^ adttt. 
wd hith to apply >«o^tbts »pbfemati^medi«fe)f^; 
to wrtte>hlm an <M$giUg better, reqii«M^g Ikim 'to 
come ^«rto iiis' ti^fetanit^i with th«rforces>lie pM* 
nised 'Hiita, Atfl' dfig^inir^bftt the «ohdfti«itt ok 
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ias part should be fulfilled, the marridge to his 
daughter should be contracted, and that he was 
ready to settle the crown of LeinSter upon him and 
hif heirs after his decease. He was to signify like- 
wise,- that his afiairs went on prosperously, that his 
province of Leinster was recovered, and that he 
had a fair prospect of reducing the other four pro- 
vinces under his government, and fixing himself in 
the monarchy of the whole island. 

This letter was sent and received by the earl 
of Strangwell, who perused it with great de- 
liberation, and reflecting upon the good fortune 
oi tlie l^ng of Lieinster, and the success of 
his countrymen, Maurice Fitzgerald and Robert. 
lite Stephen, determined to accept of the Jnvita- 
tio», and transport himself with ail possible speed 
into- Ireland ; but first he applied to his sovereign, 
the king of England, and desired leave to go out 
of the kingdom and seek his fortune abroad, for 
he was weary of an inactive life, and requested 
bis permis^n to tmvel and try the mettle of his 
sword in foreign Countries. The king, not 
willing to discourage the enterprising genius of 
tiiis noble ekrl, nor yet willing to be re- 
flected upon , if he miscarried, neither gave his 
actual license, nor repulsed him with a positive 
denial, but left him to pursue the bent of his incli- 
nation ; which silence of the king was understood, 
by- 1^ earl as an evidence of his permission, and 
taking leavo of his majesty, he prosecuted his 
design with vigour, ' raised a small party of men, 
•ndmade all necessary preparations for his Irish 
i»pedition. But before he came over himself in 
person, he thought it proper to send before him 
two of bis superior officers, Redmond de la Grose^ 
and William J^tz Gerald, (the elder brother of 
Maurice Fit^ Geraid aSove»mentioned,) with 91 
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small body of forces, to enquire into the postort 
of affiiirs, «iid signify to the king ci Leinster, and 
his countrymen, that he would soon follow with 
large suppliesi and fulfil. his promise. These offi« 
cers se^ to sea, and landed at Dun DomhnaH, four 
miles south of Waterford ; and aCciording to StMU^ 
ihurst, in his chronicle,, the number, who , were 
sent over at this timei consisted of no more than 
ten knights, ten esquires^ and sixty foot soldiers } 
and wlien they came upon the coasts they erected 
a strong fort of sods and stones, to defend them 
from the attempts of the inhabitants. 

When the inhabitants of Waterford, and Maol* 
seachluin O Faolain, king of the Pei^es, received 
intelligence that the English had forUfied thete^ 
selves in their neighbourhood, they .apprehended 
themselves to be in imminent danger { and sum«> 

, moning a council, it was unanimously agreed to 
attack the fort, which was defended but by a hand«- 
ful of men, and put them all to the sword, before 
they were relieved by fresh Applies. Accordingly 
a select party of SQO men, ender the conduct of 
tm experienced officer, was ordered to dislodge 
these foreigners, and not suffer a man of them ' to 
escape. 

« Redmond de la Grose, who had the command 
of the fort, observing.the Irish advancing towards 

. him, resolved to oppose them befbrb they came 
near the walls, and drawing out his small number 
of men, he led them on, and with great' indisoe* 
tion began the charge. But the Irish received 
him smartly, which soon convinced him of hie 
mistake, and iinding the enemy to be. more numeN^ 
reus than he expected, he sounded a retreat, ^nd 
thought to recover the fort with small loss. But 
the Irish fell upon his rear and pursued him so 
hotly, that he was obliged to face about, and fights 
ing with desperate courage at the h^i^d^ of hia 



•ompray^ b^ 80 istonished the Irish trbbps, that 
they w^ro not able^tp stand the shock, but gave 
way and A^d for tiieir lives. The slaughter in thia 
action ^as terrible; for tlie English were a handful 
oi bnive« well disciplined troops, and nqtwithstand* 
i|^ the disproportion of numbers, they broke the 
rmiks of the raw disordered Irish, and gave them 
a genera} defeat 

The y^ar following, upon St* Barholemew's day, 
in Uie time of harvest, « the earl of Strangwell 
landed in Ireland, and brought^ oyer a strong 
body of forces, conai^ting of 200 valiant knights, 
and 1000 esquires that were bowmen, whom h^ 
set cm shore in the port of Waterford. Upon his 
arrival he sent intelligence to the king of Leinster, 
and to his countrymen Robert Fitz Stephen and 
Eedinicmd de la Grose, and likewise noti%d how 
well provided he caine, and what forces he had to 
4U|^rt him* Diarmuid received this n^ws with 
great joy, and with his auxiliary English imme* 
diately diredted bii; march to wplcom^ the ei^rl of 
i^trangwell, and pay him his compliment^. AfUr 
a 9fnall time w^s spent in ceremonies and mutual 
civilities^ a: genenil copnctl of war was called, 
wherein it Was agreed that the army should in* 
stantly enter upon airtion, and open tli^ir designs 
by laying close siege to the town of Wgterfordf 
Accord;ingly tbev decamped the next dajTi and 
presented thtaaseives before the wallet The inhab* 
stants within made a vigorous defepoe, but the 
valiant earl of Strangwell was not ^q be repelled ; 
his. trjDops signally distiiiguished themselves in this 
action, and making a general assault, entered the 
town* ; The soldiers in their first fury destroveil all 
Ihey met, and gave no quarter. Maolseacbluin O 
F^olain, king of the Deisies, was taken prisoncfji. 
and hardly escaped with his life, ttrhich would 

r^ainly have fallen a -sacrifice to the enraged 
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yiiton, tf the king ci Lemstet had Hot iiitete€d6d» ' 
Btid with great generosttjr rescued him out of 
their hands. 
It was observed beforei that Diarmiiid, king <if 

^ Leinster, had a young lady to his daughter^ whose 
name was, Aotfle^ whom he pilomised in En^atid^ 
to the earl ot Strangwell. This prineesi^ bfter the ' 
taking of Waterford was sent lor foy her ikther, 
|tnd wad married there with great solemnity to that 
noble earl, upon the conditions formerly stipcdated 
between them. After the accomplishment cf the 
nuptial rites, the earl left his lft(^» M^ the town 
<^ Watford, under the care of a Arong guard, 
and at the head of his troops directed his march 
towards the city of Dublin. Never dki the ap« 
proach of an enemy make a more terrible impre^ 
sion upon a digressed city, than the advandilg of! 
the Irish and English upon the inhabitants of 
DBfolin^ nor ^x>uld a yictorions general lay siefe 
to a town with more fury and^xe^entment albwt 
Intti, than raged at that time in the breast of the 
king of Leinster against the peopte of that city^ 
wIk> had killed h4s father, and used him kt an 
ignominious ihatiner after his death; fdr ^^tey 
buried a dog iti the same gra^ with him, as a tes* 
timony of thek hatred, and offered such indligni-'. 
ises to him as Mst6ry ^&n scarce parallel. These 
affronts were fresh in the memory of the king of 
Leinstef, who resolved to take ample revenge of 
these vile citisset^s; and they were sto convinced 
of what Usage they bad- to expert from him, that 
they immediately met in cMindIi to detete upon 
the neciessity of their i^irs, and avert the impend' 

■ irig storm before they were overwhelmed by iU 
In this assembly it was dnaiiiMoasIy agreed^ to^sttnd 
LaurAidd O 1\riithail, In the'Snglish langHSfife O 
Tool, archbishop of Dublin, ^^ acommissktti 
t6 treat in the most subminisive manner with the 
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king 4i Ldfl^lert »nd to prexiii with' him^ w^tia 
any terais, to spdre a distressed city, that was ninr 
fdo sen^rble of tlie indignitiies it Md ofieried haatjf 
and promised, by way of itbbnementt to parcfaasor 
his rriendsbip at the expensfe of all the geld aadb 
silver they could raise, and del^er htm hostages te 
secure their futwe submissidn, if he woiihl raiso' 
the siege and withdraw bis army* 

But while the archbishop was interceding for' 
the acceptance of these conditions, and adjustin^^ 
the capitulation, it happened that Meills Cqgair 
and Redmond de la Grose, with a strong body oS 
his English knights, were posted on the other tidei 
of the town, and carried on the attack with suoin 
vigour and success, that they made a considerable 
breach in tlie walls, and forcibly enter^ the* city;: 
Th^citizi^ns and whomsoever the soldiers met, ta 
tlieir first fury, they put to the sword without dig* 
tMction^ the gates were seized, and the citjr 
seeuMd fbr the king of Leinster, who, after hm 
hadlelis a^ strong garrkson to defend it^ drew out' 
his men, and led them in pursuit of ftrtber 'coa**' 
qoMts; The king of Breine at thk time was 'O 
Rourk, who had always professed himself an eneorf 
to the king isi Leinster; Diannuid. therefore, at**^ 
tendtsd by his confederate English, entered the 
country of Breifne with fire and eword, and com-* 
mitted incredible baiibarities upon the tnl^itants. 
O Rourk was yeduoed to great extremities by this 
invasion ; and the kkigof Leinster was so elevated 
by a f;oMtant course oif success, that he nude no: 
question of gratifying his ambition with the moft* 
archy of theiidand, tot his very name was a terror 
throughout the kingdom, and victory followed hun 
in all hb undertakings* 

Rodeddt O CMinor, knag «f Ireland, was 
damed at theprogf^ss of the \amg of Leinster^. 
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aadtrasoow coimnced tbat iio treaties tnr libl^A*' 
tioDS could bind e prince, wbo resolved to stand 
to no engagmsents which shortened hii prospects 
and ofrposed his designs, for he had brdien the 
peace m a most ontr^^eous manner, not consider* 
mg that his son was a hostage, and that he had 
sworn allegiance to the lung of Ireland. But be* 
fore Roderick took |Jie field to chastise his* inso- 
lence, he thought prq>er to send, a messenger, to 
expostulate with hun upon his breach of &itht to 
iqpbraid him for his perjury and perfidiopsoess^ and 
to assnre him that if he would not return to his 
duty, and send back the £nglish into their own 
eountry, he would send hiiQ bis son's head, and 
lav him under a public interdict, and agaiii oblige 
him to ouit the island. This message was deliver^ 
tot mad^ no impression upon the king of Leinster* 
who knew himself to be too well supported to b^ 
terrified by words» and returned an answer, that he 
would not send back the English, but soon trans- 
rt more jo£ them into the coun^by; , and that he 
roold not lay down his arms until he had reduced 
the whole Kingdom under bis authority; and 
withal, that if the king of Ireland offered to take 
away the life of his son, he would revenge his 
death by hostilities yet unheard of, .aud not give- 
up his resentment without a compleat- destruction 
of himself and his family. Roderick O Connor- 
was astonished at the insolence of this petty ]Hince, - 
and resolved in his passion to execute his purpose 
upon the royal .hostap^e he had ,in bis hands; but 
upon mature reflection he deaistedt and wisely 
considered that his enemy w^s in posses^n of a 
great part of the kingdoyn, and a t0rror U> what 
remained unsubdued ; that the event of war ni^as 
uncertain, and tha( such a barbarons ac;t Vrould 
tender him odious to his people, whtfse: aflSbetionk 
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were his only support against the prevailing pqyrer 
of a succe$wil and haughty enemy. 

The king of England had received iqtelligenci 
of the proceedings of his subjects in Ireiani^ 
under tne conduct of the earl ot Strangwell, and ^ 
other valiant commanders ; and not approving of 
their deigns, be published a proclamation, that 
no ship or bark should sail for Ireland out of any 
of the English ports ; and^that no trade or corres* 
pondeuce riiould be mainUtioed with that islandt 
under the severest penalti^ ^ and that all the Eng- 
lish in that kingdom should immediately i:j^tum 
homei upon pain of losing their estates, and of 
being declared rebels and traitors. This procIa<^ 
minion soon came to the hands of the earl of 
Strangwell, who. immediately called a council of 
the English officers, and it was agreed not to return 
instantly and quit that country, but to send Red- 
mond de la Grose to the king of England, with a 
commission to represent to his majesty, tliat it wag 
by his own royal permission that the earl of 
Sbrangwell espoused the cause of Diarmuid Mac 
jMorrough, king^ of Leinster ; and tliat the English 
had no design to withdraw their allegiance from 
their natural sovereign, but intended to conquer, 
the country in his name, and submit the territories 
they should subdue to his authority and dLsposaL 

With this message Redmond de la Grose sailed 
into France, and found the king of England in 
Gascoign. This was the year in which that famous 
prelate, Thomas Becket, archbishop of Canter- 
bury, was murdered; which barbarous act was 
committed upon the first day of Christmas, in the 
year of our redemption II71. . In the month of 
May following, Diarmuid Mac Hilorrough, king 
of Jueinster, died, and was buried at Fearna. 
. Henry IL soon after he had received this mes* 
sage/romhis subjects in Ireland, returned. into 
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Sngl^od, and sent one o( his knight^ whose name 
was Harmon Moriy, widi letters io , tiie earl of 
•^Strangwell ; Redmond de la Grose was likewise 
«ent back to the earl, who, receiving the letters, 
found' that he was obliged instantly tc^ repair to 
Sngiand, and give an account of his conduct to 
his majes^. When be came . to court he w^ ad- 
mitted into the king's presence ; and, rafter he bad 
faithfully informed himiyf the posti^re of the Jrish 
Afiairs, he ofiered to deliver up the possession of 
Dublin, Waterford, and other principal towns in 
the province of Leinster, into his m^esty's hands^ 
if be pleased by his royal grant to confirm to him 
and \m heirs the enjoyment of the remaining parts 
of ffiat province. Tlie king condescended to ac- 
cept of these terms, and in a short time ft3kn«ft 
^e earl with a numerous army into Irdand ; he 
landed in the port of Waterford, and was attended 
in this expedition by 500 kniglits, besides a select 
arm V of horse and foot, who were allseton^oie 
HI theye^r of Oirist 117*1 

TRie king continued at Waterford for some 6me t 
this was his head quarters, and here the- burners 
of Wexford, ' and the Englfeh throughout the 
kingdom, who had notice of his ai^iVal, came and 
paid him homage, and submitted to his authority. 
I^armuid More Mac Carty, kin^ of Cork, like^ 
wise made a tender of his submission to king Hen- 
ry, winch he accepted. From Waterford the 
king removed to Cashel, where he was met by 
Daniel O Bryen, king of Limerick, who submit-' 
ted himself, and promised him obedience, in t^ ^ 
same manner as Diarmuid, kin^ of Cork, had 
done before him. The king of England was 
pleased with this success, and sentapatty of horse 
and foot to secure Cork and Limerick for his 
service. At <]!ai^l the principal nobility of Muns-^ 
t^r waited on him, and promised him obedience; 
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fifom thehce h6 risturned to Waterfbrd, wh^re he 
received hbmage from the king of Ossery, and 
assurances of his future fidelity. From Waterford 
the king of England removed to Dublin, wher^ 
he was met by the nobility of the provtnde of 
Xeinster, whose submission he removed, and prom- 
ised to continue them in the possession of their 
lawful privileges. 

This general defection was very unaciceptable td 
Roderick O Connor, king of Conacht, ahd of the 
greatest part of the island, who, finding hiitiself 
abandoned by his countrymen, who rather chose 
to submit .to a foreign yoke than attempt to repel 
these foreigners, thought it prudential in him to 
make a virtue of necessity, and submit likewise 
to the king of England ; for he was forsaken by 
most of the princes of the island, and was in no 
circumstances to oppose the progress of the Eng« 
lisli arms ; and therefore he thought that the con- 
dition of his affairs required that he should rathel: 
confess an authority, however unjust, thun oppose 
it to his own destruction* Under these reflections 
he received a message from the king of England^ 
by two principal noblemen, whose names were 
Hugo die Lacy and William de Aldelmel, with a 
kind invitation to wait upon their mastei", who lay 
with his army upon the bank of the river Shannon. 
The king of Ireland Was obliged to coojply, and 
accordingly he met the English nlonarch at the 
place appointed, who received him with great gen- 
erosity and friendship, and after mutual complin 
liiehts a peace* was concluded before the nobility 
of both kingdoms. Morrough Mac Floinn was 
at thajt time king of Meath ; and he likewise con* 
fessed the authority of the Icing of England, so 
that there was an universal submission, nor was 
there any king, prince, or nobleman throughout 

VOL. U. . 3 Q 



300 THE GIlNEllAI, HT^TOBT 

the island, who refused to receive this invitatioot 
or did not pay homage to the English crown. 

The following winter proved stpnii/ and tern* 
pestuous, so that navigation was d|mgerou$» nor 
would any ship venture to sail in th^ Iri^h sea^ 
by this means the king of En^^and could receive 
no intelligence from his own country till th^ 
month of March, at which time he had letters 
brought him from England and France^ which 
were very unacceptable, and gave him great un^a- 
siness; among other articles of news, he had an 
account that the Pope of Rome sent cardinals 
into England to make particular enquiry into th^ 
death of the archbishop of Canterbury, and if the 
king in person refused to give him satisfaction upon 
that head, they bad commission to expommunic^te 
* him, and all his subjects who sboiild afterwards 
submit to his authority, or acknowledge him for 
their sovereign* This intelligence was very pn wel- 
come to this king, as the circuinstanpe^ qf hif 
affairs then stood; but he was equally surprised to 
hear that his eldest son had, in his ab^epcp, si^z^d 
upon the crown of England, and Tfi^plve^ to de- 
fend it against his father by force of ^rms* Und^ 
this difficulty of aflairs he called a coupcil c^ hi| 
superior officers, wherein it was i^reed thajt a i^leipt 
body ot forces should be transported into ^gland 
with all expedition, and the king himself should 
soon follow them. This advice was immediately 
e:i^ecutea9 a ;tropg jbpdy was detached, who l$iBde4 
in England, and the king, after h^ had settled h^ 
Irish affairs, set to sea^ and arrived safely lu hjg 
own dominions. Hq disposed of the forces he Iei| 
in Ireland in proper garrisons, for thi^ d^fpnce pf 
the pountry^ 9n4 1^ suppress a)} attempts ^91^ 
s|iould be made by the natives, ip P4se th^y ^on{d 
be any ways troublesome under his govemsonfoti. 
^ iftugo de Xacy he left; with tweniy kiuygh^ in 
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H^ath, and bestowed upon him that country* and. 
fcbnfiroiied it by his royal grant to his posterity. 
The command of the city of Dublin hfe committed 
to Robert Fitz Stephen and Maurice Fit^Geraldt 
and allowed them twenty knights for guard. He 
left WiHiam de Aldeltnel in the government of 
Wexford, and joined with him in commission 
•Phihp de Hastings and PhiHp de Bruss, who 
likewise had twenty knights in their Service. The 
cOtnmand of Waterford he appointed to Humphry 
Solum, Hugo Gundavil, and Robert Mac Ber- 
nard, who were attended by twenty knights. 
When king Henry arrived in England, he found 
that the necessity of his affairs obliged him to 
submit to the Roman cardinals, and to comply 
with whatever they required,, in relation to th6 
death of the arcbbishop of Canterbury. These 
missionaries likewise adjusted the difference be*> 
twefen Henry and the crown of France, and es- 
tablished a peace between the two kingdoms. 

If it should be enquired in this place upon what 
"account Diarmuid, king of Leinster, choise to 
boitiiiiit himself and his affairs Unc)er the prbtec- 
tfon of thte king of England, rather than to the 
kirig of ihrance, or any other monarch of Chris- 
tendom, it must be understood, that Donoughj 
ihfe son of Bryen Boiroimhe, was a prince very 
iinacceptable to the principal ftbbility of Ireland, 
\irho, rather than pay him obediertcfe, unanimously 
came to a resolution to fnake a present of the 
\vhole island to Urbanus 11. Pope of Rome, which 
i^ais done in the year of our redemption, 1092 ; so 
that by this donation the t^on^g laid claim to the 
sovereignty of Ireland, whicn thfey 6Xecuted so 
"iir, as to g6Vern the nobility and clergy by whole- 
sotbie laws, and to establish a regulal* discipline in 
the church. And the Popes maintained this 
authbrity till Adrian, the fourth of that name, sat 
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jn St» Peter's chair, which was in the year of our 
Lord 1154. This Pope was an Englishthan by 
descent, and his original name wad Nicholas 
Bnisber. 

Stowe, the English annalist, asserts, in his 
chronicle,t that this Pope bestowed the kingdom 
pf Ireland upon Henry II. in the first year of his 
reign and ai^no Pemini ]i54« He also relates, 
that this dpi)ation lyas ponferred upon the king of 
!p)nglaT)(l, pn condition that he would revive th^ 
profession of the Christian faith, which was dead 
throughout th§ island; that {le should polish th^ 
^ude manners of the inhabitants, defend and re- 
store the rights ?ind revenues of the chqrch and 
clergy, and t^ake especial pare that every inhabited 
house ip th^ kingdom, should pay annually pn^ 
penny to tlie ?ope, uuder the namp of St. Peter's 
penny. 

This grant of the kingdom of Ireland to king 
Hfenry was drawn up in writing, which when h^ 
received, he sent JonUf bishop of Salisbury, with 
this instrument of the Popc^s donation into Ircr 
land. Upon his landing ^t Wat;erford he sen(; to 
|;he bishops and the principal clergy of the island, 
and gavp them an account of his commission^ 
They attended upon him at Waterford, where ha 

f published the Pope's grant pf the kingdom of Ire- 
and to Henry II, king , of England, with the 
ponditions to be performed on his part, and by all 
who succeeded him in that crown. The clergy 
took the matter into consideration, and after some 
debates an instrument was drawn up, which con- 
tained their absolute submission to this donation 
pf the Pope, and \9 this they all unanimously 
subscribed. The bigljpp returned with this contir* 
mation'of the Pope'sf grant by the clergy of Ire- 
land, and the king pf England sent the same 
jueli^te with the instrument^ tp the Pope, who wasj 
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veil pleased with the submisuon of the Irish 
clergy, and sent a ring to Jcing Htenryt as a cofi- 
firmation of his former grant, by which he was 
established in the possession of the Irish crown* * 
Bellarmine, an eminent cardinal, agrees with 
this account in a part of his works, where are 
these, words:* ''Adrian IV. Pope of Rome, by^ 

* AdriaBus Papa quartm, natione vAsglufl, vir iqiicni tt 
plus, Hiberpiam insulam Henrico secundo regi. Angloruin con* 
tessit e4 conditione, ut in e& insula virtutes plantaretet vitia 
eradlcaret, ut a singulis doroibus quotannis denarium Saodo 
Petro pendi curaret* et ut jura ecdeslastica illibata servaM. 
Extat diploma T. XII. Cardanolis Baronius. 

Although to Diarmuid Mac Morrough is to be attributed the 
inti'oduction of the English, yet it is apparent, that the anobi- 
tious Henry merely waited an opportunity to carry the designs 
he had formed upon the Irish crown into execution. His appli* 
cation to the court of Rome evinces the determination of amo-^ 
narch/ who, to further his ambitious views, made the pretext of 
propagating true religion, in a country already Christian, and so 
remarkable for the piety and sanctity of the natives, as to be 
styled the Islandpf Saints, the means of obtaining a colourable 
sanction for the aggression he meditated upon a weak and unof- 
fending nation. This sanction, the Bull of Pope Adrian IV. 
not being giv^n ppmplete by our author, for the gratificati9nvQf 
the curious reader, is here annexed. 

" Adrian the bishop, the servant of the iJciyants of God, to 
his most dear son in Christ, the noble king of England, sendeth 
greeting and apostolick benediction. Your magnificence hath 
been very careful and studious how you might enlarge the church 
of God here on earth, and increase the number of saints and' 

'I 4 

elect in heaven, in that as a good catholic king, you have and 
do by all means^labour and travel to enlargb and increase God's 
church, by teachiijg^the ignorant people the true and Christian 
religion, and in al^^lishing and rooting up>lie weeds of sin and 
wickedness.. And wherein you have ahd do crave for your 
better furtherance, the help of the apostolick. see (whereia 
more speedily and discreetly you proceed) the better succesn. 
we hope, God will send ; for all they, which of a fervent ze^l 
and love in religion, Ao begin and enterprise any such things 
shall no doubt in the end have a good and prosperous success* 
And as for Ireland, and all other islands where Christ is know^i 
and the Christian religion received, it is out of all doubt, an4 
your excellency well knowethf thev dp idl appertain arid belong 
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^'birdl ftn Ei^lidhmiti, a wis^ and ^oiis ikian, 
^ hath granted th« island of Ireland to Henry II, 
** king of Bnglaiid, upon cdnditioh that he propa. 
^' gates virtue In that island, ^nd extirpates vice^ 
^* that he tilkes care that one penny be paid yearly 
•• to St; Peter by every house, and that he pre- 
•• serves the rights of* the church invibt^Ie : tlie 

•t» tbe right df SI. Peter, and of the Church of Rome; ^d we are 
sofnadi the more risJAy, destr^u^, add i^rilling, to sow the accept- 
able ieed of God's word, because we know the samd in the Utrer 
€aj will be most severely required at your hands. Yoa hay6 
(ottf well beloved Bbn ih Christ) advertised and fignified unto 
VB, that you will encer into the land and fe^ni of Ireland, to thb 
^eod^to Iwing them to obedience unto law, ahd undt^ your suh« 
jectfon, tind root Out from imiong them their f6ul sins and wick- 
edneta ; a* also to yield and pay yearly out of every house, a 
yeftrly pension of one penny to St. Peter, and besides also wifl 
defend and keep the rights of those churches t^hole and ihvio* 
lute. We therHbte, well albwing and favouring this yolir 
';^iD€1y disposition and commendable ttffectl-jn, do Accept, rati^ 
and assent, unto thiiB ybur |>etition, bnd dd graht that you (for 
tile diiatiiig ofGM'schui^ch, the punishment c<6iii, the reform* 
in^ of manners, the planting of tirttie, i^nd the incretti^ing ot 
X^ii^tian relfgioD) do l^ntef io pbsseto tHat land, and diere to 
teejbutOy According td your wisdom, ^hktsoev^.i/hdl be for the 
h^^oixv of God and the safety of the realih. Abd farther alsd 
%re do sttictly charge and require, that all the people of that 
l^i^d dd with all humbleness, dutifulne^s and honour, receive and 
^tetept you as their liege lord and soi^er'eign, reserving and Ex- 
cepting the right of Holy Church to be inviolably presei^ved, 
as also ^e yearly pension of Peter pence out of every housed 
which we require to be trttlj^ answered to St. Peter and to the 
church of Rome. If therefore you do mind to bring yoiiir 
godly pUrjpose to effect, endeavour t'O tr^^U to reform the people 
tb some better order and i'rade of life, kniflf l&it alsd by yourself 
imd by such others as Vou shall thin^ meet, irue aiid honest in 
their life, manners and conversation, to the end the ehurch of 
Ood may be beautified; the true Christian religibn ^owed and 
planted, and all other things done, that by any meims shall or 
may be to God*s honour and salvatioii of men's souls, whereby 
you may in tlie end receivie of Godls hands the reward of ever- 
lasting life, and kiso in the iueim time, and in Uiis life, carry a 
glorious fame and an honourable report tUndng all natioijis.** 
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^ diploma is extant in the ISth volume jbf cardinal 

Staniburst, in his cbrooicle, assorts the same 
tbing, where be giye3 the account that Henry IL 
king of England, procured a bull from Adrian, 
the Pope of Rome, which enioined the clergy of 
Ireland, and liki^wise thet" obility of the kingdom, 
to pay obedience to Henry II. upon the conditions 
and under the ref»trictions therein contained. The 
same author likewise relates, that Alexander, the 
third Pope of that name, sent a cardinal (whose 
name was Fivianus) in|x> Ireland, to inform the 
subject^ t^ that kin^om of the grant that he and 
the precedent Pope made o£ ^t kingdom to 
Henry II. king m England ; by thp tenor of 
which that crown was confirmed tp Henry and his 
89iccessors, upon pondition of trying to himself 
and his successors in St* fieter^s chair, a yearly 
tribute of a pemay from every inhabited house 
thcoughoBt the island. ' 

It appears therefone, that the reason why Diar*- 
muid, king cf Leinster^ applied to the king of 
Ei^land rather than any other prince, was because 
t^e kti^ of Englaad laid claim to the kingdom of 
Ireland, by virtue of thfi donation from die two 
Popes aboVte-mentioned; and therefore that king 
bad p9wer, by his superior autliority, to adjust the 
|U'etences of th# princes in Ireland, and to engage 
in tiieir disputes, and consequently to interpose m 
the cpiarrel of the kihg of Leinster, and settle 
him in tb^ posie^ion of that province. 

It must be surprising .to ei^ery one, who makes 
loaabielf acquainted with Irish history, to find 
such an^ expression in the buP of Pope Adrian, as 
that the king of England was to ei^oy the crown 
qf Ireland, upon condition tj^sii he woidd revive 
the £hi!ktian £uth, and restore it to its fi>rmjer 
Ipstre; as it (^mtMaity had beep expelled, and 
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the people had returned to a -state of paganism and 
idolatry. Whoever gave this account to the Pope* 
was as great an enemy to the truth, as he was to 
the glory of the Irish nation ; since it is evident 
beyond contradiction* that the religion that was 
propagated in the island by St. Patrick was never 
totally suppressed, though by frequent confusions 
in the state it might sometimes be a little obscured. 
And this is confirmed not only by writers among 
the Irish, but by many authors of other nations ; 
ibrnotwithstiEinding,- as the venerable Bede relates 
in his histoiy of England, *tbere was a difference 
between the Irish and the English clergy, and' 
some of the former were infected with the heresy 
of Pelagius, yet the principal and more learned 
part of the clergy or Ireland were free from the 
contagion of those pestilential doctrines ; and not 
only kept the Christian faith alive, but by theit 
preaching and example occasioned it to flourish 
through the greatest part of the island, especially 
from the reign of the illustrious Bryen Boiroimhe 
till Henry IL landed upon the coasts. 

And that the state of religion was not so lan- 
guishing as the bull of the Pope would represent, 
among other testimonies that might be produced, 
it will be sufficient to insist upon the number among 
the principal nobility and gentry of the kingdom, 
that in the latter part of their life, entered into 
religious houses, as retirements wherein to spend 
their remaining days in piety and exercises or de- 
votion. Among the illustrious personages, who 
fiecluded themselves from the pleasures of the 
world for the sake of devotion, was the pious 
Flathbheartach an Torsdan O Ndll, who was the 
first professed penitent in Ireland, and afterwards 
undertook, according to the custom of those times, 
a pilgrimage to Rome, in the year of our Ijord 
lP7i3* . Ponougbt the^ son oi Jsryen fioiroimhe» 
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as appears by this history^ finished a pilgrimage to 
the s^me place ; and devoted himself to a holy life 
in the abbey of St. Stephen, where he ended his 
days. Teige Mac Lorcan, king of Cinseallach, 
spent the latter part of his life in Glean da Loch, 
in a most penitent and religious manner. Cathal, 
the son of Roger O Connor, king of the east part 
of the province of Conacht, ended his life with 
great devotion in Ardmach; and Mor tough O 
Bryen, king of Leath Modha and of the greatest 
part of Ireland, retired to the same place for his 
five last years, and died a severe penitent. 

Many more instances might be produced of the 
principal nobility of the kingdom, who ended 
their days in religious sorrow and the strictest 
piety, from the reign of the great Bryen Boi- 
roimhe till the arrival of the English upon the 
coasts ; from whence it is evident, that whoever 
gave intelligence to Pope Adrian, that the Chris- 
tian faith was suppressed and abolished throughout 
the kingdom of Ireland, was as great an en^my to 
truth and integrity, as he professed himself to be 
to the piety and character of the Irish nation. 

A second evidence, to prove that the doctrines 
of Christianity were received and established in 
the island long before the coming of the English, 
may be deduced, by taking a survey of the many 
churches, monasteries, and abbeys, erected through- 
out the island by the charity of pious persons, for 
the l)enefit of devotion, ^nd the service of divine 
worship, before the English drew breath in the 
country. Maolseachluin, king of Meath, and 
monarch of the island, built St. Mary's abbey, in 
the city of Dublin, in the year of our redemption 
1139- Donough O Carrol, king of Oirgiallacli, 
erected the abbey of Mellifont, in the county of 
Louth ) this pious work was begun at the solicita- 
tion of St. Malachiasy and compleated ia the 
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year 114S. St. Malachias, the bishop of Each 
Dun, built the abbey of Jobhair Cintragha, in the 
year 1144. Diarmuid. Mac Morrough» king of 
Leinster, laid the foundation of the abbey of Seal- 
tinglass, in the year of our Lord 1151. The abbey 
of Beictif, otherwise called de Beatudine, in 'the 
county of Meath ; the abbey O Dorns^ in the 
county of Kerry; and the abbey of Boyle, wer^ 
erected in the year of our redemption II6I. Da- 
niel O Bryenii the king of Limerick, built the 
abbey of the Holy Cross, in the county of Tip- 
perary, in the year of Christ 1169. The abbey 
of Fearmoy, in the county of Cork, was finished 
in the year 1 lyo. Many more instances might be 
produced of churches, abbeys, monasteries, and 
other religious foundations, erected in those pious 
times, before the English came upon the Irish 
xcoasts ; and consequently it follows, that those 
foreigners did not plapt the Catholic faith in the 
island, but found it as it was believed and estab- 
lished for many preceding ages. 

A third testimony, in confirmation thai Chiis- 
tianity was not extinguished in the island before 
the arrival of the English, may be drawn from 
the ancient antials of the kingdom, which give an 
account of many synods and ecclesiastical con- 
ventipns^ consisting^ of the clergy and nobility, 
that were held with a design to regulate the dis- 
cipline of the church, and likewise matters of 
secular concern ; and it is certain that the afiairs 
of religion were settled by those assemblies, and 
canons and injunctions established, from therelgi^ 
of Donough, the son of Bryen Boiroimhe, till the 
English obtained possessions in the island. 

The first convocation of note in Ireland, was 
iassembled at iFiadh Mac Naonguasa, in the first 
year of the reign of Mortough O Bryen, and in 
tlieyear of Christ 1110. In this synod the. old 
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hwn and canons, both ecclesiastical and civil, were 
revised and corrected ; knd whatever errors or 
heretical doctrines had, through the indolence of 
the church discipline, crept into the church, were 
censured, and condemned, and the fomenters of 
schism and division brought to punishment. 

Another ecclesiastical convention was sum^ 
moned in the fifth year of the reign of Mortough 
above-mentioned, and the whole body of the clergy 
and nobility assembled at Rath Breasail, in the 
year of our redemption 1115. In this synod the 
diocesses were laid out, their several boundaries 
fixed and bishops ordained throughout the king? 
dom. 

A third convocation of the clergy and nobility 
of Ireland was held at Ceananus, in the country 
of Meath, in which Christianus O Conaire, bishop 
of Lismore, presided, and was commissioned with 
a legatine power from, the Pope; In this synod also 
sat a Roman cardinal called Johannes Papiron* 
He was sent from the holy father, to present four 
copes to the four archbishops in Ireland, to ordain 
ecclesiastical canons, and to regulate the discipline 
of the church. In this convention, among other 
excellent injunctions, the wicked practice of si- 
mony was suppressed, usury was censured and 
forbidden, tythes were ordered to be paid by 
divine right, rapes, incontinence, profaneness, and 
immorality, were interdicted and restrained. It 
would be a repetition to insist upon the particular 
matters debated and Confirmed in this synod, since 
they have been related before in their proper place. 

These are arguments of force sufficient to over, 
throw the aspersions of those writers, who confine 
dently assert that Christianity was extinguished in 
the island when the English first made an attempt 
and landed upon the coastSt . 
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The English historians have likewise abused the 
ancient Irish in another instances by charging 
them with barbarities and unheard-of cruelties^ 
and with a peculiar savageness in their nature, that 
inclined them to the most uncivilized and brutish 
pactices; but to qualify the severity of this censure^ 
it will appear unquestionably true, that five of the 
superior officers who came over with the English^ 
were guilty of more vile and inhuman actions than 
had been committed in the island from the reign of 
Bryen Boiroimhe till those foreigners, arrived* 
Nothing civil or sacred escaped the fury of these 
commanders; churches and religious houses were . 
plundered and destroyed without mercy and dis- 
tinction; murders, rapes, tyranny, and the most 
unconscionable oppressions, were the recreation 
of these foreigners, who, without remorse or regret, 
confounded every thing, human and divine, and ^ 
made the island a most deplorable scene of blood* 
shed and misery. The earl of Strangwell, Robert 
Fitz Stephen, Hugo de Lacy, John de Courcy, 
and William Aldelmel, were severe instruments 
in the hands of Providence to chastise the divided 
natives; as will appear from some instances of their 
barbarity, but more particularly from the chronicle 
of Stanihurst and other writers. But divine ven», 
geance, notwithstanding they raged with impunity, 
fixed a mark of infamy upon the families of these 
plunderers, for scarce a man of th^m left a son 
behind him to enjoy the effects of their father's 
oppression; as Stanihurst expressly testifies of the 
earl of Strangwell, who, after he had committed 
inexpressible outrages upon the natives, ravaged 
and destroyed churches and monasteries, and ex- 
pelled the clergy, regular and secular, without dis- 
tinction, died miserably at Dublin, in the year of 
Christ 1 177, after a tyranny of seven years from 
his first landing in the country. It was observed 
before^ that this English nobleman was married . 
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to Aoiffe, the daughter of t\jte king of Leinster ; 
by this princess he left issue but one daughter, 
ivhose name was Isabella : this lady was contracted 
to William Marshal, an Englishman, by whom 
she had five sons and five daughters ; all the sons 
died childless ; the daughters were marfied to 
English noblemen, among whom was divided the 
country of Leinster, in the year 1230, which 
brought great and lasting calamities upon that 
province* Thus were misfortunes entailed upon 
the posterity of the earl of Strang well ; from 
whom, by his grand* daughters, were derived the 
Mortimers, the Bruces, and other families of 
good quality. 

Hugo de Lacy, when he had fixed himself in 
the government of Meath, by a grant from king 
Henry IL most injuriously treated Clan Colman^ 
and the nobility and gentry of that country: he 
put as many to the . sword as were persons of any 
distinction, and reduced the inhabitants to the 
utmost distress. Theife barbarities procured him 
the hatred of the people, insomuch that a young 
gentleman of Meath resolved to destroy the tyrant j 
and the better to execute his purpose, he came to 
a fort, which Hugo was raising at Diarmuigh, and 
disguising himself in the habit of a common la« 
bourer, he found an opportunity to accomplish his 
design. Stanihurstbestows an infamous character 
upon this English nobleman, and particularly 
charges him with ungovernable lust, w^hich he 
brutishly gratified at all adventures. But as the 
same historian' observes, his death was severely 
prosecuted and revenged by a son of his own 
name, upon the people of Meath ; for the young 
Hugo de Lacy, supported by the assistance of 
John de Courcy, fell upon the inhabitants, plun-* 
dered the country, and committed the most cruel 
outrages, that fire^ and sword in the hands of an 
enraged enemy could attempt and execute. 
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The chronicle above cited gives an account that 
William Adelmel was of a malicious and cruel 
disposition, was miserably covetous, and the 
most fickle, false-hearted, and inconstant of men. 
Among other acts of oppression, Jie violently 
seized upon a manor of land, that was possessed by 
the children of Maurice Fitz Gerald, which was 
their lawful right and inheritance, and to whom 
this William bore an irreconcileable hatred. 

The old annals of Ireland expressly mention, 
that when William Aldelmel held the command 
of Limerick by commission from the king of Eng- 
land, there arose a violent contest between two 
princes of the line of the O Connors, who were 
brothers, concerning the government of the pro- 
vince of Conacht. The names of these rivals were 
Cathall Carr^ch and Cathall Crobhdearg ; and the 
historian relates, that William Aldelmel espoused 
the cause of Cathall Carrach, and John de Cour- 
cy professed himself on the other side, and de- 
cjLared in favour of Ciithall Crobhdearg. . Forces 
were raised, and maay encounters happened,, and 
the province was miserably plundered by both par- 
ties : in this dispute the principal nobility of 'Co- 
nacht were destroyed, but at last the controversy 
was ended by a decisive battle, that was fought 
courageously by the Irish and English on both 
sides, and victory was for some time in suspense, 
but thg forces of Cathall Carrach, in the end, 
r^ceiir^d a general defeat, and he himself was slain. 
Aftep this battle William . Aldelmel built a strong 
castle for his security at Mileach O Madden, which 
he fprtified with a good guard, and then returned 
to Limerick. 

Cathall Crobhdearg Uid plose siege to this garri- 
son, and continued his attack with vigour, that the 
party within were apprehensive the casde would 
be taken, and every man of them put to the sword. 
To avoid this military execution, they stqle away 
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by nighty and fled for protection to William Al- 
delmel at Limerick. Cathall, in the moFning, 
finding the fort without defence, set it on fire, and 
razed it to the ground. Aldelmel, afler thi$ mis- 
fortune, raised fresh troops, and when he had 
completed his numbers, he led them into the pro* 
vince of Conacht, where he raged in a most hos- 
tile manner, and plundering the country, he found 
booty of immense value. But cruelty was the 
predominant passion which this nobleman resolved 
to gratify ; he therefore put all that he found to 
the sword, without distinction of clergy or laity» 
and demolished all the consecrated places, and 
destroyed most of the religious houses throughout 
the province. For these impious and inhuman 
practices he was prosecuted by the discipline of 
the church, and solemnly excommunicated by the 
clergy of Conacht. This transaction stands upon 
record in a book of the annals of Ireland, written 
about 300 yearis ago ; this chronicle is of iindispu- 
ted authority, and is commonly known by^ the 
name of " The Speckled Book of Mac'^Eogain/ 
and in the Irish language called *^ Leabhar Breac. 
The same author observes likewise, that the ven-^ 
ffeance of Keaven pursued this oppressor, William 
Aldelmel, in a wonderful manner, and fixed such 
distortions and strange diseases upoh his body, that 
were utterly incurable, so that he died in a most 
deplorable manner, without any symptoms of re* 
morses or repentance, and was deprived of the 
decent rites of Christian burid ; ^r his body was 
carried to a village, whose inhabitants he had mur^ 
dered, and thrown into a pit in unhallowed ground^ 
from whence it was never removed. 

Near the same time there arose a violent differ* 
enqe between John de Courcy and Hugo de Lacy 
the younger, which was carried on ^ith great pas* 
MiQn and animosity on both sides. In tUs contest 
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most of the principal nobility and gentry of Ulster, 
and the country, of Meath, lost their lives, and 
the people were dreadfully plundered ; but in the 
end John de Gourcy was taken prisoner by Hugo, 
ig^o charged him with treasonable practices against 
the crown of England, and therefore he delivered 
him into the hands of th^ English, who undertook 
to support their allegations, and prove the accusa* 
tion against him. De Courcy was accordingly 
sent into England to answer the treason he was 
charged Vith, and as soon as he arrived the king 
commanded him to'be laid in irons; but he was 
soon delivered from his imprisonment, and not 
only fully pa;*doned, but received a license, if he 
pleased to return, to try his fortune again in Ire- 
land. For this purpose he set to sea, but jvas driven 
back to England fourteen times by storms and bad 
weather; but nothing discouraged, as Stanihurst 
relates In his chronicle, he again weighed anchor, 
but was encountered by a violent tempest and 
driven upon the coasts of France, where he landed, 
and in that country he ended his life. 

The above-cited annalist gives a(l) account, that 
an English gentleman of the family of the Cour- 
cys had fixed himself in Ireland, and was trea*- 
cherously slain by Hugo de Lacy and his brother 
Waltjer, who conspired his death. To revenge 
this action, the relati6ns of the deceased took up 
arms, and many misfortunes arose from this differ- 
ence, and such heart-burnings between the two 
familes that they could never be reconciled. Theit 
mutual animosties were at length carried to that 
height, that they affected the peace of the whole 
kingdom, insomuch that king John of England 
>^as obliged' to transport a numerous army, which 
being joined with several bodies of the Irish, en- 
teried the country of Meath, in order to suppress 
the quarrel, and punish the family of Hugo de 
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Lacy, who had been the aggressor. Hugo had 
quick intelligence of the march of the king's 
forces, and fled with hisfollowers to GarrickFear- 
;us. He was pursued close, and being in imme- 
iiate dangers, the two brothers w^nt on shipboard, 
9n4 sailed to Fraqce* In that country it was ne- 
cessary they shoiJild cpnqeal their quality, and for 
that purpose they disguised themselves in a mean, 
dress, and hired thems^ves as labourers to work 
in the g^den of an abbot, in the countnr of Nor- 
man4y« I^ this obscurity they remained for some 
time, but 'weary of their hard service, and desirous 
to return to their ow^ country, they at length 
fpundi an opportunity to discover themselves to 
their master; wheQtbey*had m^de known to him 
the circumstances of their mi^fottunes, they en- 
treated him that he would intercede for them to 
the king of l^oglapd, and endeavour to obtain 
their pardon, The abbot immediately lindertook 
the good office, and not only prevailed that they 
si^iould be forgiven, but that they should be resto- 
red to their estates. T^e brothers under this secu- 
rity, returned to Ireland, and John, king of ]|Sng- 
land, died soqn after, in the year of Christ 121o. 

In the feign of j^enry, king of England, very 
violent wars wer? carried on between Hugo dc 
I^acy, and Willian^ Marshall^ insomuch that by 
the hostilities on botl} sides, the country of Meath 
was almost destroyedt And many of the Irish no- 
bility, who ^nga^ed in this dispute, lost their lives. 
Th^ same ^Wnhani Marshall fought Meills Fitz 
Henry in many battles with various success, and 
by these intesjtine broil^, tl^e two provinces of 
}i$unster and Leinster were plundered, and the 
inhabitants reduced to the utmost misery. 

Hanmer observe^ in his chronicle, that William 
Marshall was publicly excommunicated by thp 
bishop of Fearns, because he had seized upon a 

rot. 11. 2 s 
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msinoT.pf land! that was hi^, and reftised to restore 
it. ' Under thb Sentence, that cruel EngKshman 
died in hid own coantry, and the divine vengeance 
sieverely chastised him for his sacrflege and other 
impieties, for out of dve ^on^» not onci survived 
io fenjoy the ctlfsed acquisitions of the father, who 
di^d childless, with a brand upon his memory that 
l*ill never be worn out. 

The abovesaid Meills ^as of a cruel and merci- 
less disposition, and committed great outrages 
Upon the natives; Autofig Othet hostilities, he led 
liis troops to Cluain Mac Nois, and laying close 
feiegfe to It for twelve days, he took it by storm, 
^nd put all he met with to the sword. The houses 
trefe plundered, and the provision^ and. cattle 
%hich they found wer^ carried off: nothing, how- 
evet sacred, escaped the fury of the sddiers; 
churches and religious houses were pillaged, and 
all their ornaments and consecrated plate they es- 
teemed as lawful booty. These barbafous and 
kicked hostilities were practised by the English 
tirherevel* they came, and the >hofe Islahd was 
ilmpst destroyed by their continblil devastations. 
iJsmore and the liberties of it were plundered^ as 
Ihfe chronicles of Stanihurst expressly testify, by 
Hermon Morty and Redmond de la Grose t thou^ 
it must be confessed that Hermon, befote he died, 
tvas struck with remorse jfotall his cruelties, and 
iis atonement, he assutned thfe habit of a monk, and 
built the kbbey t)f Dun Broith, in the country of 
Wexford, in the yeit of Christ 1279. This fiO- 
bleman had been very active in rfeducingthe Irish, 
and ^as concetned in many wicked and unwar- 
tahtable practices ; but \^hat made the* deepest 
impression Upon bis mind waS, his being concerned 
ifrith WiiiiAta Aldelmfel in plundering and ravaging ' 
the chutch of Inis CatHa, iand alienating the Jfet* 
tnues btsbnging to it to theit own use^ 



Tlie Irish were ^t lengtU enriiged hy these in* 
supportable opprjessions, for whe^ they observe4 
that the English^ instead pf prpp^ating the reli* 
gion of Christ, ftud refprmiqg .the rugged maimers 
of the people, had,pothing ia view but plunder fU)4 
Boot^, .?ina thj^t churches ^n^ mpnasteries were^ppt 
exempt from their covetous and siacrilegioiis ftt"» 
tempts, they formed a design t9 free themselves 
from such merciless auxiliaries, aqd to drive them 
out of the island. Fpr this purpose the principal 
of the Irish nobiUty applied tliemselves to O Coat 
nor Maonmuighe, king of Conacbty and offered 
to raise hint to the sovereignty of the island* if he 
woujd but assist to expel these foreigners^ {Old 
restore liberty to his country. The first who made 
these propPsals to the king of Conacht was Paniel 
O Bryen, king of Limerick, who was followed ill 
the same generous ! design by Rogeri son of Puii« 
sleibhe, king of Ulster, Daniel Mae Carty, kiqg 
of Desmond, Maolseachluin Beag,king of Meaih^' 
and by O 4purke, king pf O BrPin and Con* 
maine. But before any resolutions were ^Mrm^ 
upon this scheme, O Connor, kii^g of Conaqbi^ 
was unfortunately killed bv an accident at £>uf| 
Lefoga, in Jobh Maine, where he kept his court* 

It; is -evident, from what has been hitherto ob« 
served, that the tyranny, the oppression, and mai^ 
cruelties perpetrated by the English tipon the na- 
tive Irish, was the pause of that dissection whiQ^ 
appeared in general throughout ^he island. Tk? 
inhabitants werema^e a s^crijSce of upon all occa* 
sion^, and when the £ngl]3h quarrelled among 
themselves, wliatever Piarty succeededf the nat^en 
' ^ere sure to be the sviuerers. The pride, funbitioa^ 
and covetousness of those foreigners were perfectly 
insupportable, they o^ered outrageous violence yf 
the law of nations and the receiveid'.usages of man* 
)^ind i and therefore it is no wopd^ that the J^s^ 
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made fr&quent attempts to depose their lordly mas- 
ters, and shake ofTa yoke they were unable to bear. 
The English government in Ireland, hid it b,een 
administered with discretion and good policy, 
Would have been well received by the inhabitants, 
who naturally are a submissive and obedient peo- 
ple, and esteem the authority of the laws as sacred, 
when they are executed with moderation and pru- 
4ehce. And this character is consistent with what 
John Davies observes, in the last leaf of his Irish 
history : ** There is no nation or people under the 
^< sun that dqth love equal and indifferent justice 
<< better than the Irish, in case it wobld proceed 
*' against themselves in justice, so as they may 
V have the proportion and benefit of the law, when 
*• upon any just occasion they require it.** It was 
the opinion, we perceive, of this author, that th^ 
seeds of disobedience were not naturally planted 
In the people of Ireland} but the oppressions thev 
suffered, by the tyranny of the English command* 
ers, mi^de them desperate, and urged them on to 
attempts which they would never have thought of, 
bad uey been well used, and treated with that^ 
tenderness and humanity which the circumstances 
of their case so lustly deserved. ^ 

Notwithstanding what has beeri daid of the Cru- 
elties and sacrilegious acts of isome of the English, 
it must be observed, that matiy of those foi'eigners, 
who came into Ireland, were persons of dirorent 
qualities ' from those five superior officers above- 
mentioned. Many of them were men of Virtue 
and strict piety, who promoted the service of God 
. and the cause of religion, by erecting cbtirchei^ and 
monasteries, and bestowing large revenues upon 
them fpr their support: and God rewarded their 
ehadity and acts of mercy with particular marks of 
his faivour, and not only blessed them in their own 
persons, but in a xioble and worthy post^rity^ who 
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now inlierit their estate^, and deserve an honoura^ 
ble mention in this history. 

The principal families now remaining, who des« 
cended Lineally from the English who first arrived 
in the island, are the Fitz Geralds, tile Burks^ 
Butlers, Barrys, Bellewh, Blanchfields, Bermin^- 
hams, JBonfields, Bagnalls, Baggots, Browns, Bar* 
rets, Courcys> Condons, . Cusacksi Gantilonsi 
Chamberlains, Cantwells, Cogans, CopUhdS, De^ 
vereuxs, Darcys, Daltons; Dondons, Eust^cesi 
Flemings Fitz Maurice^, Fannins, Grades, GaU 
ways, Goolds, Gibons, Hackets, Jordans Keat^ 
ings, Lacys, MoeklerS, Martels, Mandevils, 
Meades, Mansfields, Nugents, Neagles, Prestons^ 
Plunkets, Piefces, Purcels> Powers^ Pickets^ 
Prendergasts, Rices, Roches, Russels» Raymonds^ 
' Sandals, Savages, StrOngs, Sweetknans, Sherlocks^ 
Stretchs, Skiddys, Sertals, SuppleS) Stanto^s^ 
StokfeSr Trants, Tobins, Terrys, Tyfrels, Ver» 
donsi Whites, Walshes, Wolfes^ Audleys, and 
many others. 

But the families of English descent thut ai*e rtoW 
flourishing in Irelaild^ will be taken notice of in 
a more proper pla*ce, where an account will bo 
given of their intern^arriages with the Irish nobiU 
ity^ of the estates they are possessed of, and the 
memorable exploits they have performed- This 
will be the subject of the third part of this History, 
which will be published, if properly encouraged, 
and deduced with great care and fidolity from the 
teign of Henry il. till the present times. Thd 
coat of arms of each family will be inserted, th^ 
wars between the English and Insh will be re* 
lated faithfully, and all transactions of note im^^ 
partially Recorded, in order to complete what neveif 
yet appealed, .a true History of Ireland.* 

* Tbe proibised history has not yet appearddi 
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S798 
S7^S 

S7S6 
?766 
S78$ 
£816 

isee 

2^870 

««i54 

J976 
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Hkbck nnd Heremoii ru- 
led jointly 
Hereiron reigned afiter the 

dentil of Heber 
Muimhue, Luigbiw, or 

lamighne ruled 
£r, Orbbii^ Fearon sod 

Feyr^na 
Iri»| • •» 

Eithritl ^ % 
Conmaol • • • 

Tighermas • ^ 

EochaSdh - EadgotMch 
CfAnnns and Sobbairc^ 

rul«i Jointly ^^ - 
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27 
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95 
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1 
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Fiacbadh Fionns^othach 20" 

MtfjnlM^mlioia « 5 

Aildergoi4h - « 7 

dllamh Fodbla - 50 

Fionnacbtii - • ' 15 

^lanpU « 1$ 

GdUe Ongotbach 17 
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OiliplI - . 1$ 

Sioma , Sb0ghalach 21 
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Art lTnl«M*h • 22 
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Yrs. 

Miiireadliiich Batgracb 4 

Eadhn^ D«arg - 12 
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£ochaidIi Fiadbmhutn^f 
aad bis brother C(hiu« 
jng Beg Agladi re^a* 

ed jointly « 5 
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Reach ta Riglidbearg 20 
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Col^ihach Caolmbrpag 30 

Labhradh Loingseacb . 18 
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106 Mai . - 4 

113 Feidhlimbidti Reaisbtmbar 9 

12S Catbaoif Mora - *^ 

125 Conn (^eAdcbathach of the 

hundred battles 20 

145 Conaire - • "9 

152 Art Aonfhir « 30 

183 Lughaidb, airnamed Mae 

Con 

212 Feargua Dubhdheadach 

213 Cormac Ulfbada 
253 Eochaidh Gunait - 
954 Cairbre I^ifl^acbair 
281 Fatliach Airgtbeach aqd 

Fatbacb Cairptheach , I 
ifllS FUu^hadb 3r(labhtbuiti« 30 



?0 
1 

40 
I 

27 



Anno ,. . 

Mundi Tri: 

3680 Aonguft bllamh 1^ 

3693 Jaran Gleofatbach 7 

$705 Fearcborb - . ii 
3716 • Conia Cruaidh Cealgacb 4 

3720 Oib'olja Caisfhiaclach i& 

3745 Adambar Fultchaoin- « 5 

3750 Eocbaidh Foltlcathan 11 

3761 Feargus Forambuill 12 

3773 . Aongus Tuirmljeach 30 

38C3 Conall Callambracb B 

3808 Niadh S^adhambuin- 7 

3815 Eandil Aighnach 28 

3843 Criomhtban Cosg'rach 7 

3850 Rughraidhe, lirnamed the 

. Graat ^ - 30 

3880 Jonadhmar • 3 

3883 BrcasiU Bodhiabha jl 

3894 Lugbaidh Lua.Wmt . i 

3899 Congall Clariiigneach \i 
3912 Duacb Dalu Deagbadb \6 

3922 Fachtoa Fathach 18 

3940 FiOchaidb Feidhlioch 12 

3952 Buchaidh AireamU J 2 

3964 Eidersgeoil - 6. 
3970 Nuaghadh. Ncacht reigned 

but ba]f-a>yeaf 

3970 bonairfi the Grei^t . 30 

4000 Lugbaidh Riabhd^arg 21 

4020 Connor Abhradhruadh 1 

4021 Criombthdd Kiac}hnar 16 

Anno 
l)omini 
312 Colla 
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316 
346 
347 
354 
371 
398 



Uats 

Muireadhach Tireacb ' So 
Caolbhacb - 1 

Eochaidh Mcighmaodhin 7 
Crionnbthan •« .17 



Nialt of the nine hostages 27 

Datby - ' ' 2S 

These ard t^e king< mentioned in the 

first parC in the time of paganism ; 

in the succtleding monarch's reign 

St* Patrick arrived \n lireland to 

propagilt^ the Christian faithr 

421 Laogaire • 36 

451 Oilioll Molt < • 20 

471 Lugbaidh • 20 

491 Mortougb . • ^ •24 

515 Tuathal Maolgarbb 1^ 

528 Diarmuid - 22 

550 Feargus and Daniel i 

551 £ochaidhand BaodAti 3 
554 Ainmereici) • 3 
£57 VM^A - . i 



a^ 



DEGAt TABI^ 



Ann9 
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558 AoA« ^ Hofli X 97 

585. 9h#i Saiat and 0»lmK 

luinidh • $ 

S9\ Aodb yairiodlaiA T7 

ei8 MaolcM>br « 4^ 

f55, Pavel • • IS 

f iS i>)nal| Cbcm aa^ Cta]« 

ladi . • 19 

C61. BlathiB«eli and p^m^^|^ 



Kuttdnaigb 

^f8^ Stachnuiadi % 

874 Cioonfaola 

£78 Fionnacbu flftdka^ 

885 i^nesMd^ 

893 Coii^Il ^.oimiiia^halr 

7Q2 i>ar^ r . - 

7Ja Foi^aithflcli - - 

720 Cipndoith 

734 llailMibcailarb • 

^31 AodbAor Hugb Olk^ 

740 Daniel - • 

^89 l^tall Freatt^b 



f 

i 

7 
8 
9 

1 

4 
7 
9 

48 

4 
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Anno 
Domini 
815 Aodbn o^ Hodli Bom- 
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8^ (Vnfbdbbar • • 14 

'851 KiallC«UI« » IS 

ff ^ Tnrgedus, tb^ v/nwfing 

Dan# • . -^ 1^ 

879 ^^olatafblvii^ v 18 

895 Hvg)i Honnlialli 18 

913 Flan Slonna • 98 

951 ^W ^«ndnbli f 

954 Donoogb • ^ 

984 Congall • • IQ 

99^ I^niel - i, 10 

1004 Uliohaaclilain • S9 

10^27 Bi7en Boirohnbn 19 

1039 Maobtneblum • 9 

1048 Bpnoogb . . 50 

1098 TVirloogb . If 

^110 Mortoiigh • ' . so 

1130 Tnrlougb . SQ 

1150 Mortoogb9facN^»M^ 

Itfcblun w 18 

1168 ffidfitie or ^offp ^ 
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AN ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

SPREADING. BRANCHES of the POSTERITY 

OF MILESIUS, 

AND 

HIS UNCLE ITH, SON OP BREOGAN. 

X HERE are some chronicles of Ireland wblch assert, that 
there are twelve tribes of free gentlemen among the Irish; six 
of Leath Modha^ and six of Leath Cuinn. The six families 
of Leath Modha are these; Dail Eogain, Dailgais, Dail Bhfi* 
achach, Dail Ceide, Dail M burr ine, and Dail Dairine. The 
six families that belong to Leath Cuinn are reckoned thus : 
bail Cuinn, Dail Ceih, Dail Naruidhe Dail Bhfiathach, Dail 
Riada» and Dail Niachairb ; but this account has but little au- 
thority, nor do we design to follow it in explaining the branches 
of the posterity of Milesius, but speak particularly of his three 
sons who left issue behind them^ viz. Heber Fionn, Ir, and 
Herempn, and likewise from the descendants of Ith, the uHcle of 
Milesius,. above-mentioned. 

It is to be observed iii this place, that there were six tribes 
who came into Ireland* whose genealogies ought not to be enqui- 
red after, though it must be confessed that some of them were 
Irish, but others were not. The first sort were the remnant of 
the Firbolgs and the Tuatha de Danans. The second were 
such as left their own country, and though descended from fam- 
ilies of note, yet submited to pay tribute to other powers. The 
third were those whose estates were conquered, and they them- 
selves forced to live in a servile subjection to their energies. The 
fourth were such gentlemen as lost their lives and forfeited their 
estates for capit|d o&nces. The fifth were such as descend- 
ed from hured soldiers and aw|iliaries, who left issue behind 
them in Ireland. The sixth were such as came into the island 
as drudges and slaves, when the Milesians £rst settled in the 
country. • The posterity of these six tribes are, as it were, per- 
fectly extinct in the country; nor is it to be wondered at, if it 
be considered that when Tuathal Teachtmar returned from his 
exile in Scotland, and obtained the sovereignty of the island, 
he extirpated these rascally people for mi|rdering the Irish no- 
bility, as mentioned in the preceding history, and destroyed 
them in twenty^five battles yi Ulster, twenty-five in Leinster, 
twenty-five in Conacht^ and twenty-five in Munster: and if 
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any of them happen^ to escape, they were esteemed of so base 
and Ignominious an extract, that they were beneath the regard 
of the public antiquaries; who never condescended to record 
their genealogies ; nor was it lawful for th^m to notice their pedi- 
grees under the severest penalties ; so that if any of the poserity of 
these rascally clans pretend to give a successive account of their 
descents, they have no authority to support them but their own 
insolence, and therefore they are not to be regarded. 

What properly falb under consideration in this place, are the 
principal branches of the noble and chief families of the Irish 
or Gadelian race ; and for the mke of method we shall begin 
with the posterity of Heber Fionn, because he was the eldest 
btother of the sons of Milesius, who left issue behind him in 
Ireland ; though tt must be observed that we shall not be strictly 
confined to this order, but deduce Hkevrise, in a direct line, other 
noble families ef Ireland, who did not originally descend ftom 
this royal stodc, but advanced themselves by a superiority of 
virtue and courage above otfaera, who perhaps could boast of 
a nobler extraction . 

By the preceding history it appears, that the younger brothers 
tnore often acquired thfs monarchy of the bland and liie govern-' 
ment of the provinces than the elder. To -prove this, a few 
examples will be sufficient : k is certain that the sovereignty jof 
Ireland oflener feN into the hands ef the posterity of Heremon, 
who was the younger brother of the sons of Milesitxs that left 
issue, than of Hel^ Fimin, who was the eldest son ; and JSiat 
there were more Irish monarchs of the posterity of Cobbthaig 
Caolmbreac, the son of Ugaine More, than of the line of La- 
ogaire Lore, who was the elder brodier. The posterity of 
Niall, the hero of the nine hostages, more frequen'% sat upon 
the thrond of Ireland, notwitiistaBding he was tiie yomigest* 
than the seed of any of his four elder brodiers. The crown of 
' the province of Conacht oflener descended to tSie family of 
puach Galach, die youngest son of Bryen^. the son cf Eo- 
chaidh, than to the line of -the twenty-three lyrothers that were 
bom before him. The province of Leinster likewise liad more 
icings of liie posterity of Fiachadh.Baiceada, die vtmngest son 
of Cathaoh-.More, than of thefamily of hisnine elder brothers. 
Bo that' since neither the nvonarchy of Ireland, nor die govem- 
hient of the provinces, did descend in a hereditary Kne, but was 
always bestowed upon the most worthy and de serv in g, l3ie 
method I shall fbllow wiU be to tmce the genealogies of die 
most noble families, frcbi whatever root they spnmg, and to 
derive every branch fh>m its own proper stem, with^Minucft 
fidelity tmd exactness us een justly be expected dirough so nnmy 
ages, and so long adistaxKre of time from their sevenu origtnidB* 



THE GENEALOGY 



OF THE 

K)STEmTY OF HEBER FIONN, 

tB% XLPXSr OF THE SOUS OF 

£ING MILESIUS, OF SPAIIT, 

THAT lEFT ISSUE. 

First we begin with Eogan More, son of OilioU Olum, who 
had three sons that left issue, viz. Eogan More, Cormac Csus, 
and Cian ; an4 there lives no more of the Hibernian race but 
suchr as decended from the said three sons of OilioU Olum. 



Daniel, the first earl, son of 
Daniel an Dromqin, son of 
Cormac Laighrach, son of 
Teige Liath, son of 
DanieT an Dana, son of 
Teige na Mainistreach, son of 
Daniel, (This Daniel had a 
brother whose name was 
Diarmuid More. Musrcoid- 
he, from whom descended 
the noble lords of Muskery 
and Eogan of Buird Mainge, 
from whom the Mac Ca^j 
of Cluan Maolain, and Mo- 
lahif, descended:) son of 
Charles, son of 
Daniel Oge, (from whom Clan 
, Daniel Roe ; from Diarmuid 
Trallee, another brother of 
the said Dapief, descended 
the honourable ftmily of the 
. Mac Finins of Ceithirne ;) 

son of 
Dani^ Roe of Nois Breath, 

son of 
Cormac, Fionn, (from whom 
descended the noble families 
of the Mac Cartys of AUa^ 



and kings of Desmond, and 
from Daniel, another bro- 
ther of the s^id Cormac» 
descended Daniel God, from ; 
whom descended Mac Carty 
Riabhach, and the nobles 
that descended from him in 
Carbry,) son of 

Daniel More na Carra, son of 

Diarmuid na Cille Baine, from 
whom descended Teige Roe 
na Sgairte, son of 

Cormac Muighthamhnach, 
(from Teige, this Cormac's 
brother, descended the hon« 
curable family of, Mac Au- 
lifF,) son of 

Muireadhach, son of 

Carthach, {from whom the 
Mac Cartys are called,) 
son of 

Justin, (from his brothec, Mur- 

^ chadh', [Sprung the noble 
lamily of O Callaghain,) 
son of 

Donough, son of 

Callaghan Cashel, son of 

Buadhach, son of 
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Lachtna, son of 

Artgaile, son of 

Sneadhusa, (from- Fogarach» 
Snea4hu8a*s brother, des- 
cended the famfly of the 
Fionnguinn,) son of 

Dongaile, son of 

Daolgusa, son of 

Nadfraoch, son of 

Colsaoy son of 

Faiibhe Flann, (frpm Florence, 
a brother of this Faiibhe 
Flann, descended the noble 
- family of this O SuUevan 
More, and O Sullevan Bea- 
ra; the Munster Book or 
Chronicle observes, that Flo- 
rence was an elder brother 
than Faiibhe,) son^of 

Aodh Dubh, ^on of 

Criomhthan, son of 

Feidh]in)i from Eochaidh, the 
brother of this Feidhlim, 
descended the honourable 
family of O Keeffe, and from 
another brother, whose name 
was Eana, descended the 
family of O Daly in Muns- 
. ter, ) son of 

Aongus, son of 

Nadfraoch, (from whose bro- 
ther Cas, son of Core, des- 
cended the following hobJe 
families, viz. O Donoghoe 
More, from whom^O Don- 
oghoe of GUnn, and all the 
tribes and septs of the O 
I^Ialionys in the counties of 
Cork and Kerry^ from Cair- 
bre Luachra, another bro- 
ther of Nadfraoch, descend- 
ed the ancient and noble 
family of the Moriartys,) 
son of ^ . 

Cork, ^on of 

tuighneagh, (from Daire Ce- 
ixrbi the brother of this Lu- 



ighneach, descended the an« 
cient and'honourable families 
of the O Donovan, the O 
Contull, O CuUean in Cair- 
bry. From Fiacha Figinte, 
son to the said Daire, des- 
cended the Hehirs, Melgh- 
ans, Davorents, O Trea- 
saigh, and O Garvan,) son 
of 
Oilioll Flan Beg, son of 
Fiachadh MuiHeathan, son of 
Eogan More, son of 
Oilioll Olum, son of 
Modha Nuagatt, son of 
Modha Neid, son of 
Deirgthine, son of 
. Eadhna Modchaoin, son of 
Xioicb More, son of 
Modhfeibhis, son of 
Muireadbach^Muchna, son of 
Eochaidh Garbh, son of 
Duach Dalta Deaghadh, son of 
Cairbre Xuisgleathan, son of 
Lughaidh Laghne, son of 
Jonadbmhar, son of 
Niadbseadhmuin, son of 
Adambar Foltchapin, son of 
Fearcborb, son of 
Modhchorb, son of 
Cobhthaig Caon|b, son of 
Reachta Righdhearg, son of 
Lughaidh Laighne, son of 
Eachach, son of 
Oilioll Fionn, son of 
Art, son of 

Lughaidh Lamhdearg, son of 
Eochaidh Uairceas, son of 
Lughhaidh Jardhoin, son of 
Eadhna Dearg, son of 
Duach Fionn, son of 
Seadbna Jonaraicc, s6aof 
Breasrigh, sbn of 
Art Imleach, son of 
Feidhlime, son of 
Rotheachta, son of 
Roan, son of 
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Failbhe» son of Faobhar Glas, lord of Gothia, 
Cas Cead Chaingeach, son of son of ^ 

Aildergoid, son of Heber Glunnfionn, lord of 
Muinheamhoin, son of Gothia, son of 

Cas Clothach, son of Lambfionn, son of 

Airireo Arda^sonof AdnamDin, son of 

Rotheachta, son of Tait, son of 

Rosa, son of > Qgamhain, son of 

Glasy son of Beogamhain^ son of 

Faobhar Glas, son of ^ Heber Scot> son of 

Conmaol, son of Sru, son of 

Heber Fionn, son of < Easru, son of 

Milesius, king of Spain, son of Gadelas, son of 

Bille, king of Spain, son of Niull, son of 

Bratha, son of Feniusa Farsa, king of Scjthia, 
De^gatha, son of and first founder of the uni- 

Bratha, sbn of versal schools at the plain of 

Deagatha, lord of Gothia, son ' Magh Seanair, son of 

of ^ ' Baath, son of 

AUoid, lord of Gothia, son of Magog, son of 

Nuagatt, lord of Gothia, son of Japhet, son of 

Neannuall> lord of Gothia^ son Noah, &c. s ' 

of . ' ' 

THE EARL OF CLANCARTTS PEDIGREE. 

- Robert, lord Afuskery, Justin, and lady Charlotte, the 

children of 
Donough Mac Carty, earl of Clancarty, whb has been in 

exile since the time of James H. but recalled in 1772 ; son of 
,Ceal]agh^,*son of ' 

Donogh, earl of Clancarty, general of the king's forces in 

Munster against Cromwell, and was tlie last that laid down 

arms in Irebmd, anno 1652: son of 
Cormac Oge, lord Muskery 24 years, and was the first lord 

viscount: he died in London, the 20th of February, anno 

1640 ; son of 
Cormac, lord Muskery for 33 years, died in Blarney, and anno 

1616; (from him sprang Teige, ancestor of the Cartys of 

Aglais, and Danid, ancestor of the Cartys of Carrignarvar,) 

son of . 

Diarmuid, lord Maskery for several years, died anno 1570; 

he was ancestor of the Cartys of Insirahell ; son of 
Teige, lord Muskery 25 years, died anno 1565 ; (from him 

sprang Cormac, lord of Muskery seven years^ who is ances- 

tor of the Cartys of Court Breac, and ancestor to Charles 

Mae C^urty of Baillea Castle More, and Clough Roe,) 

son of 
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Connac Oge Ladir, who fought and defeated the earl of De9« 

xnond at Cluthar and Moor i^hbey; He performed many 

valiant exploits, and died anno 1536; son of 
Cormac Ladir, lord Muskery 40 years; he built the castle of 

Blarney^ Kilcrea, and C^rigna Muck, with the abbeys of 

Kilcrea, and five churches ; son of 
Teige, lord Muskery SO y^ars, died anno 1448; (from him 

sprang the ancestor of the Cartys of Drishhane, ) sonx)f 
Cormttc, lord Muskery 7years» died anno. 1374; son of 
Diarrauid More^ first lord Muskery, and ruled 14 years* 

He was killed by the Mahonys,^nno 1367 ; (from him sprang 

Feilim, ancestor of the Cartys of Tuath na Droman, and. 

Donegal, ancestor of the Cartys of Cloinfada, ) son of 
Cormac Mac Carty More ; (from him sprang Diarmuid More, 

great ancestor of the house of Muskery, and Owen, another 

of his sons, ancestor of the Cartys^ of Cois M^ng, fronL 

Donough, the Cartys of Ardcanaghty») son of 
Daniel Oge Mac Carty More; (from him sprang Diarmuid 

Traflee, ancestor of the Mac Finneens> and the Cartys of 

Clan Brought, Clan Daniel Roe,} son of 
Daniel Roe, the Mac Carty More, son of 
Cormac Fiona, was Mac Carty More; (from him sprang 
. Donogh, ancestor of the Cartys of DuthaDa, and the Mac 

Donoghs ; from Donough, another- son,' descended Mac 

Daniel in Barrits ; from another son, Claa Daniel Fionn, 

and from another the Cartys of Aglais :) son of 
Daniel More was Mac Carty More; (from whose son Paald^ 

Oge, sprang Mac Carty Reagh ;) son of 
Diarmuid was* Mac Carty More, called king of Cork,.and way 
, the first of this line that yielded to king Henry H. (from him 

sprang Clan Teige Roe^) son of 
Cormacy king of Munster for 15 years ; he was slain hf the 

instigation of Turlough O Bryen, grandson to Bryen Boi- 

roimhe ; son of ' 

Muireadfaach, from whose brother descended the Mac Au- 

li&s,) son of 
Carthach, (from whom the name Carty or Mac Carty des- 
cended,) son of 
Justin, king of Munster, (from his brother Morrou^, die 

noble family of O Callaghan of Cluain Meeo descended,) 

son of 
DoBOUghy ki|ig of Munster, Artgaile, scmof 

son of Sneadhnusa, son of 

Ceallachan Cashed king of Dongaile, (from this Dongaile, 

Munster, son of in the seventh generation, 

Buadfaachan, son of descended Riordain, ances- 

Lachtna, son of tor of the Riordans,) son of 
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Dadguaa, son 4^ 
Nadfraochy boa of* • 
Colgan, son of 
Failbfae Flan« king of Muns- 

ter, i^on of 
Aodha Dubh, king of Muns- 

ter, son of 
Criomhthanii king of Munster, 

son of 
Feidhlime, son of 
AonguSy king of MunsteTi son 

of 
Nadfraochy (king of Munster, 

from- the .son of thi^ Nad- 

fraoeb descended O Lynet» 

Irish O Laighin/} son of 
Clor<c, king of Miinster, son of Laoich More; son of 
Lui^heagh, king of Munstery Modhfeibhis, son of 

son of Muinaadhach ^^uchna, son of 

Oiliolla Tlann Beg, king of Eochaidh Gail>bt ^Bon of 

Monster, son of t)uach Dalta, Deaghadh, mo- 

jFiachadh MuiUeatliany kiag of narch of Ireland, a« m. S912. 

See Mac Carty More's pedigp^ee. The lineal iine from this 
monarch down to OilioU CAxxia were mostly kings of Munater. 

THE <P£DIG££E OF O SULLEVAN MORE. 



Munster, son of 

Eogan More^ son of 

Oilioll Olum, king of Muns* 
ter, (from whom descended 
tbe following families, ac« 
cprding to the Munster an* 
nalsyi'iz.the 6 Sheas, Sheal- 
bhachs, Moathains, Giarain^ 
CroneenSy Glaimhins, &c.) 
son of 

Modha Nuagofct, king of Muns- 
ter, son of 

Modha Neid, son of 

Deirg, son of 

Deirgthine, son of 

E^nda Munchaoin, sob of 



Daki£L, son of 

■Owen Roe, son ^f 

Daniel, son of 

.Daniel, son of 

Daniel na Sgreaduidhe, son of 

uvRi|el, son of 

JRoger, (this Roger had a bro- 

Uier named M ^ccr^th, from 
* 'whom the Maccraths of Cap - 

pttnac^sy .got the name) 

son of 
Dunlaing, son of . 
Shadhaigh, ^n df 
B^amardy son of 
Morton^ the threat, son of 
Dunlaing, son of 
Giolla Mucoda, (from whom 

the name) son of 
Bmtiidtiie Chreat; son of 



Maccrath^ son of 

Buadhaig; son of 

Cathal, son of 

Hugh, son of 

Buadhaig, from Achro, son of 

Lorcan, s6n of 

Siuillevan, (from whom tha 

name derived,) son of 
MaoUura, son of 
Eighiren, son of 
MorrOQgh, son of 
Dubbf hbnracht, son of 
Flann Robba, son of 
Fiacba, the champion, son of 
Seagnusy, son of 
Florence, son of 
Hugh Diibh, son of 
Criomhthan, son of 
Feidhlimi sOn of ' 
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Aongus, SOD of iFiaduidh MfuDeathan, son of 

Nadfraoch, sod of Eogan More^sonof 

Corc» son of Oiiml Olimi. 
Lughaidh son of 

The worthy finnity of the Maccrdiohans descended from O 
SoUeran More, Ac* 

The Geneahgg and Spreading Branehe* ^ Cormae Cm, second 

ton ^ OOioU Obtm. 

THE PEDIGREE OF O BRTEN, EABL OF 

THOMOND. ^ , 

HsKRT, earl of Thomond> son Turlough, son of 

of , Biyen Catha an Aonuing^ 

Donoghy son of ffrom whom descended the 

Connor Teige from Dromore, O Bryensof Cumrachf) son 
sir Domhnall from Carri- of 
gan Choultaig, son of >Iahon Maonmhaighe ; (from 

Donc^h; (this Donogh had Connor, the son of this Ma- 
fiye brothers, viz. Dom« hon, descended the Bryens 
hall, Mortough, Morrough, of Cairrig O Goihiol,) son of 
Tdge, and Turlough,) son Mortough, son of 
of . Tm*lough, son of 

Connor; (this Connor had a Teige Caoluisge, (from whose 
brother called Morrough, brother, Bryen Rde» des- 
the first earl of Thomond, cended O' Bryen Roe,) son 
and ancestor of the baren of of 

- Incbiquin,) son of Connor na Siubhdain, son of 

Turlough, son of Donogh Canbrtach, son of 

Teige, son of 

Domhnall More ; (this Domhnall More was lihe last king of 
Casbel and Limerick, from him desended Considins and Ly- 
saght, Irish, Giolla Jasachta,} son of 

Turlough, son of 

Diarmuid ; (from this Diarmuid's eldest brother, named Mor- 
tough, descended Mac Mahon of ThomonJly according to 
the poetical chronicle of the Dailgats, son of 

Turlough, son of 

Teige, (from who^e brother descended the O Bryens of Cua; 
nach and Eatharlach,) son of 

Biyen Boiroimhe; (this Bryen had six sons, vias. Morrongh, 
Teige, Donough. Domhnall, Connor, and Flan; none ti 
them had issue but Teige and Donough,) son of 
Kennedy, (this Kenn^y had twelve sons, and of fdl none 
had issue but Bryen^ Mahon, Biohiaruin^ and Dunchuain: 
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ftom finrefi^escen^«d i\m O Btyenn; ttom MahoiideBCflDded 
the O Be^iains, Casies, in Irnh O Cathaiaig* O Speolains, 
O Hanraghains, O Siodhachaini, in English Sihan, Macein- 
er^, O CongaUdgH O Tuama, in English Tnomy ; from 
Eidiianiin deaoended thtt Herns, in Iridi Eichiaruinsy 
and the Magraths; Dnnfhuain fa^d six sons, /viz. tiroKen'^ 
nedyB^ RiagaOy Longargain, Ceilliochair, «id Congalach.t 
from ope of the Kennedys descended the Conuiogs^ from 
die oth^ descended O Kennedy, from Riagiin dncended 
Che Riagans, from Longargaln the Longargains, from Ceil- 
liochair the CMUiocharss Cogigalacfa died without issue,) 
son of 

Huainain, Gonnucaki, Ri- 
ady, Slatry, Breachta, and 
Tomraig, &€,) son of 
Bloid; (from who&e brother 
Caisin descended the noble 



Lorcan, (from whom descend- 
- ed the noble family of the 
r O Bryens of Dubhtir in 
Leinster ; and from his son 
Cosgrach desc^aded the fam- 
ilies of the O Hogains, O 
Shennaghans^ by some called 
Fox, the Healys, M urronys, 
Glothiards, Aingipdha^} son 
of , 

Lachtna, son of 

Core, s^n of 

Anluaoispnof . - 

Mahon, son of 

Turlpugh; from whose sop 
Aslgeaan descended O Me- 

. ndhra, in TSxigliA Mary, 
from him likewise descended 
the Arthurs, in Jrtsh^ Artu- 
?^ga») son of 

Oath j[| ami of 

Aodh Caomh, from whom the 
Henreagbtys de9cenced^ 30n 
of 

Conall, son of 

Eociiaidh Balldearg, * from 
wiu>m descended O Hicky, 
hk Iridi, O iCdiKUio, son of 

'Carthan Honn ; (from another 
son of this Carthon Ftonn, 
named Am^us, descended 
the folloiritig families, vi2. 
Lonnsy, in Irish Loin^Bigh, 
Sexton, ,ki Intk Seasnmn, 
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family of Siol Aodha, u e* 
Macnamara, from whom 

Strung the Clanchys ; from 
reanan, another son to 
Bloid, sprung the Hurleys, 
MuUowneys, and Kearneys, 
. Sec.) son of 

Cais; (this Cais had twelve 
sons, viz, Bloid, Caisin, 
Lughaidh, Seadhna, Aon- 
gus Ceao Athrach, Cormac»\ 
Carrthionn, Caineach Aon* 

fus Ceann Aitinnn, Aodh, 
loiscionn, and Dealbhaoith ; 
from Bloid sprung the eld- 
est stock, from Caisin sprung 
the aforesaid noble family of 
the/Macnamaras, and froni 
them the Gra4ys, the Claa- 
ckj9, and Qan Caisin; from 
' Aongus . Ceann Athrach 
sprung b Dea and Brody, 
^ ' Ifijdi Macbraaidea^ia» 
and from Aongus Ceann 
Aitini^ spnmg the HiSsf* 
nans, the Neaghtfuns, in 
Bng^h l^ortons,. and the 
Ha^tatfan^ ; from Hugh, son 
of C^ tpnmg Mas ^o«b* 
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laia; firbm laighaidli, son o£ 
Cats, sprung the Dobhar- 
chons and the Conraois, in 
English called by some lifter 
the name of King, as also 
Q Coinn in Thomond ; fcom 
Dailgab descended Mae 
Leime, Aiule, Assiodha, 
Macanerhihigy in Irish Ma- 
canfhairchiney O Mulquiny* 
Vide Mac Carty 



in Irish O Muldiadbe, wbA 
the O Heaffiea in the coun^ 
of Limerick,) son of - 
ConnU £achluath> son of 
Lii^headi Maoin, soa at 
Aangus Tireach, son of 
Fearchorby son of 
Modhdiorby son of 
Cormae Cas» son of 
OiUoU Olum. , 

More's. pec^^^^* 



THE PEDIGREE OF MAC, MAHON OF THOMOND. 



^EiOE, sbn of 

Turiough» son of 

Teige, son of 

Turlough, son of 

Teige Oge, son of 

Teige More, sob of 

Donogh na Glaice, sOn of 

Ruadrighe Buidhe, json of 

Diarmuid, son of 

Donogh C&rrach, son of 

Murdiadha na Niongnadh.; 
{this Morough was taken 
away from CbrCa Baiscin, 
and was never heard of since; 
he left no more tissue than 
the sai4 Donough Carrachf 
from whom the Mac Ma- 



Kennedy; son of 

Lorcan, son of 

Lachtna, son of 

Core, son of 

Anluain, ?on of 

Mahon, son of 

Turlough, son of 

Catbal, son of 

Aodh Caomh^ son of < 

Conan^ son of 

Eachach Balldearg, son of 

Carthann Fionn> son of 

Bloidrsonof 

Cais, son of 

Conoll Eachluath, son of 

Luigheach Mean; (rtibLuig^ 
heach Mean got hostages 
from all> parts of Irdand, ho 
wassopowerfiil,) son of 

Adngus Tireach, son of 



bOns,} son of 
Morough, son of 
Mahbn, from whom the Mac 

M^hofis are so called, son of Fearchorb, son of 
iTurlougii, son of Modhchorb, son of 

Teige, sou of Cormae Cas, son oi 

Bryen ftoiroimtie, son of OilioU Olum. 

Vide O Bryen's Pedigree. 

THE GENEALOGY OF MACNAMARA OF EOS ROE. 



Daniez., Donoghi and Teige, 

the.sons of 
Siodha Macnamara, son of 
Floren<;e| son of 
Florence, am of 
Lochlouini son of 
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Florence) son of 
Siodha Cam, son of 
Mac Coni s<m q{ 
ConmeacHia* mou of 
Mac Con, son of 
Lochloinoi son of 
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Niftll» SOB of. . 
Conmara, son of * 
Donali, son of 
CoDOMr«» from whom the Mac- 

namaraa took the name, son 

of 
Eaaa^ son of 

Aittia, soil of n 

Siodha an Eich Buidhei so& of 
Maolcluite. son of 
Coilean, soii of 
IJrthoiley son of 



^ 



Dunfi^e,sQDO^ 
Eogan, son of 
Athluan, son of 
Feargoill, son of 
Carrthach, son of 
Caisin, son of . > 
Cais, sont of 
ComiU Eaishluatb) son of 
I^uigbeach Mean> |K>n pf 
Fearchorb, son of 
Modcborb, son of 
Cormac Cas, son of 
OaioU Olum. 



THE PEDIGREE OF SIR DANIEL O CARROL. 



Daniel and John, sons of 
Sir Daniel, O Carrol by his 
lady Elizabeth, eldest daugh- 
ter of Thomas Jenris, in the 

' countf pf Southamptbii, 

' Esq. by bis first wife Eliza* 
betb, daughter of Sir Gil- 
bert Clarke of Chyliothe in 

. Derbyshire. This Sir Da- 
niel was by patent created, 
by the king of Spain, a 
knigbt of the most military 
order of St, Jago, for sin- 
eolar services done to that 
King in the time of war ; he 
left that service in disgust, 
and afterwards had, by i^ 
patent from ^ueen Anne, 
the rank of knighthood, and 
was made colonel of a regi- 
ment of horse 1 son of 

John O Carrol, who was re- 
moved into Conacht, at five 
years of age, by Oliver 
Cromwdl, hereby to des- 
troy the interest of his fam- 
3y, who were in all ages 
known to stand for the fiber- 
tie8K>f their country. - This 
John was married to Mar^-. 



ret, daughter of O Crean 
Sligoe by his wife Margaret, 
daughter to Lord Bermin^** 
ham of Athenry; by this 
marriage that mmily of O 
Carrol was doubly allied to 
the noble houses of the earl 
of Antrim, earl of Clanrick-^ 
ard, the lords DilloQ lind 
Mayo, &c. son of ' 

Daniel O Carrol, who was in 
great esteem wi^b ki^g Charr 
leg L in wliose service he 
die4» after rendering bin^ 
signal services; son of 

Donpgh O Carrol, who was 

. ^married to Dorothy, daught 
tef to O Kennedy by Mar- 
garet O Bryen Ara» daugh* 
ter to More Carroll Elly of 
O NeiU Claiiabuidhe, whose 
mother was the daughter of 
the earl of Argyle in the 
highlands of Scotland. This 
Donogh O Carrol had thirty 
sons and one daughter by 

' the said Dorothy his wife; 
the daughter's nam^. was 

' More, and was married to 
Robert O Carrol of Emly^ 
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of whom »% tamy imum. 
This Donogh ptetCifited Ids 
thirty sons in one troop of 
horse, all aceoutred in hahil- 
iments of war^ to the earl- 
of Ormondy together with 
all his interest fortiie service^ 
of king Chartes "k ; most of 
those £ed in foreign services 
, having followed thehard fate 
of king Charles 11, &c. 
son of 

Cian O Carrol the second* tsk 
his time two brothers of the 
ri^t branch of Feargan Ai- 
nim or William Ower, put 
a garrison into the Leip, 
being part of his right ; they 
also gathered an army on the 
bank of the river Brisnash : 
upon which Cian marched 
with all his forces against 
them, and joined battle at a 
place caHed Tomaha, where 
he routed them, and killed 
the two brothers; lie then 
^ marched and laid siege to 
the castle of Leip, as part 
of his estate, but was unfor- 
tunately killed at the siege; 
he was married to O Mu- 
laghluinn, daughter of the 
king of Meath: son of 

Thady the fifth, was married 
to Sarah O Bryen, daugh- 
ter of Teige MoBe O Bry- 
en, brother to Donogh M>ere 
O Bryen, earl of Thomond^ 
and to Sir Daniel O Bryen, 

, lord eCClare, and left issue : 
SOD of 

Dooogh» who was the most gal- 
lant hoiseman of his time, 
and a great soldier, was mar^ 
ried to O Connor Failie*s 
daughter, by whott he had 
issue* son of 



i/bttnoBj th« Afth, who 
called the Greats wai 
ried to the kng of Leinater^s 
•daughter, by whom he had 
mukf dfiigntera, who were-' f 

• all motried to thefiest nobil- 
ity of the nati<m, one of 
whom was married to Lord 
Muskeryj another to did 
great earl of DemoAd^ ftc- 
M ulruany died without male 
issue, but had one diocht 
son called fe^rgan Ainim,^ 
predecessor of William Ow-> 
er:* sobcitf 

John had two sons, Mulniany 
and Donogh the eldest, aom 
of . 

M ulruany na Feasoige tho 

, fourth) founded thct fine con- 
vent of ]S,08crea .for the 
Franciscan or Grey Friars, ^ 
anno 149Q: he married Bi- 
bania, daughter of O Demp- 
lyey, lord of Clanmalier^ by 
whom he had issue : son of 

Hiady the fourth, son of 

^hady the third, son of. 

Roger, son of 

Mulruany the third, son of 

^hiidy the second, son of 

Finn the second^ son of 

GuillanbheaUuig^ son of . ^ 

l)Qnough O Carroll the Great» 
king ofElly, and OirgiaU in ' 
the north, founded, tibe .fa- 
mous >abbey of Melliford in 
the county of Lou^, anno 

. 1 142, the abbey of Newry 

^anno U48, fmd Cnockna- 

singan abb^, anno n^« 

He waa a pious prince ; he 

■ gave A rdmach mai^y jewels, 
as. an oferiof, and left a 

. glorious. «barac|er . b^Mnd 
him tp.pop.lcfil^| sen of . 

Hulruany the second; son of 
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Finn the first, son of 

Donall, son of 

Rioghbhradan, son of 

Concairne> son of 

Maonuigh, son of 

Carrol, from whooi thfs an- 
cient family took the name, 
given to ^em by the^ pious 
Bryen NBoiroimhe» montf eh 
of Ireland, anno 1022. It 
was this monaroh that gave 
sarnames to all ^the Irish fam- 
ilies; and in imitation of the 
same, the Germans, French, 
' Italians, &€• began to fis 
surnames tb distinguish fam- 
ilies from one another: it 
was from this Carroll, that 
EUy the royal was calle^^ 
Elly O Carrol, to dlstin- 
guu^ it from all others ; he 
was the son of 

Hugh, son of 

t)ubh]4oir, &oh of 

Cnamhin, son of 

Maonuigh, son of 

Seachnusach, son of 

Aingeadha, son of 

Maolruana, son of 

Ultan, son of 

Ailtine, son of 

Lonainn, son of 

Jtndigh, son of 

t'eigh, son of 

Tail, son of 

Meaghair, son of 

Amruidh, son of 

Druidh, son of 

Eile Rioghdearg the royilf 
from whom the counrry g6t 
the name, son of 

EirCi son^of 

Sabhornuigh, ;5on of 

Jongoin, from whose brother 
Teige spraAg O Connor 
Cianachta, son of 

Fionnchaidhv from whose bro- 



ther sprang the noble (kniily 
of O Meaghair, son of 
Gonla, son of 

Teige, who had nxiolher son, 
called Cormftc 'Gaileang, 
from whom sprang the noble 
families of O Ham, O Ga^ 
ra, 8$ also a family of the 
O Flanagans* Dulchontas, 
Corcorans, and a sept of the 
O Casies ; son of 
Cian the first, son of 
OiltoU Olum, son of 
Modha Nuagatt, son Of 
Modha Nei£ son of 
Deirgthine, son of 
Eadhna Modchaoin, son of 
Loich More, son of 
Modhfeibhis, son of 
Muireadhach Muchaa, son of 
Eochaidh Garbh, son of 
Duach Dalta Deaghadh„.4iion 
natch of Ireland, a. m. 3912. 
' son of 

Cairbre Luisgleathan, son of 
Lushaidh Laighne, son of 
Jonadhmhar, son of 
l^iadhseadhrauin, son of 
Adamhar Foltchaoin, son of 
Fearchorb, son of 
Modhchorb, son of 
Cobhthaifl|^Caomh, son of 
Reachta Righdh6ai|ry son of 

Lughaidh Laighne, son of 
Eochaidh, son of 
Oiliella Fionn, son Of , 
Art, son of 

Lughaidh Lamhdeargy son of 
Eochaidh Uairceas, sob of 
Lughaidh Jardhoinn^ son of 
Eadhna Desfg, son of 
Duach Fionn, son of 
Seadhna , Jonaraicc, son of 
Breasrigh, son of 
Art Imteai^ son of 
Elim, son of 
Botheachta, son ^ 
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Soan, foil of Rosa, son of 

Failbhe IlchorUcb, son of Glas, son of 

Cais Cead Chaingeacli« son of Nuagatt Deiglilaab^ ioq 

Aildergoid, ton of Eochaidh; son of 

Muinheanriioin, son of Faobhar Glasy son of 

das Ciothach, um of Conmaol, son of 

firarda, son of Heber Fioon, son of 

B^eacbta, son of Mile&ii% kii^ of Spaiiv^ 
Vide Mac Catty More s pedigree* 



THE GENEALOGY 
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"iBE POSTERITY OF IR> 



SON or 



MJtESlUSy KJIfG OF SPAIN. 

I 

Conall Ceamadiy and Feargus, two of Ir*s posterity that 
Isft issue; from Condi Ceamiu^h sprang the noble families of 
the Magenises and the Moors, in Ijridi O Mordha ; from 
Feargus* O Connor Kerry, O Connor Corcamroei and the O 
Farrelsy with their spreading branches. 

THE PEDIGR££ OF TBE MA6ENNISES- 



Abt Kob, son of 

Aodha, son of 

Donall Oge, son, of 

Dcmall More, son of 

Aodha, son of 

Art, son of 

Aodha, son of 

Art na jtfadhman, son of 

Mortough Riaganach, son of 

Eacbmileadb, son of 

Roger, son of 

Giolla CoUuim, son of 

Duibhinnsi, son of 

Aodha Ramhikr, son of 

Flathbheartach, son of 

Eachmil^fidh, son of 

AongUs, son of 

Aodha^ aon of 



Eadimfleadh, son of 
.Aongus Oge, son of 
Aongus More, from whom 

Magenis took that name, son 

of 
Eideadha, son of 
Laiffnean, son of 
Blauimhac, son of 
Donail, son of 
Connor, son of ' 
Breasal Balde^rg, son of 
Aodhain, son of 
Mongain, son of 
Serain, son of 
Mttne, son of 
Fothaigh, son of 
Connall, froqa whose brother 

^arain sprang Mac Cartaii^ 
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•idn of 
Caolbhaigt son of 
Croin Bi^raoi, son of . 
Sacbach, from whom Jobh 
. Eacbach got tbo nane, ion 

of 
JLttigboach, son of 
Kosftysonof 
Jqmchadha,-8on of 
Feidhlisii son of 

Cius,sonof ' 

JElacbadb Ami^he, from whom 
Dail Aruidhe got that name, 
son of 
Aongus^ Gaibmooi from whom 
sprang Mac an Gaibhnion, 
in English Smith, according 
. to Magenis's annals, son of 
Feargus Gaileang, son of 
Tiobriiide Tireach, soy of 
Breasal . Breac,^ son of 
Cirb Mail, 
Bochraoidh, son of 
£athbhuadh, son of 
GipQacba, son of 
Punchadh, son of 
Sionchadh, son ^f 
Muireadhach, son of - ' ' 
FJachndh Fionamhnuis, son of 
Iridi Glunmear, son of ^ 
Connal Cearnach, (from La- 
oiseach Cean More, another 
son of Connad, sprang the 
See Mac Carty 



887 

noble &m3y of O Mordha* 
in English More, who were 
kings and lords of Leix; 
from the said Connall sprang 
likewise Mac Qiollariabhaig, 
Mac an' Bhairdt and the 
Lawlocs) son of 

Amergm, son of 

Cais, son of 

Fachtna, son of 

Cathbfaadh, son of 

Cionga, son of ' 

Roger Magnos, (from whose 
other son, Rosa Roe, sprang 
.Feargos,) son of 

Sidiridh, son of 

Doubh, son of 

Fomhor, son of 

Aiigiodmar, son 

Sioriamh, son of 

Finn, son of 

Bratha, son of 

Labhradha, son of 

Cairbre, son of 

OUamh Fodhla» sen of 

Seadhna Airt, son of | 

Airtri, son of 
Eibhric, son of 
Eibher, son of > 
Ir, son of 

Milesius, king of Spain. 
More*s pedigree. 



of 



THE PEDIGREE OF O CONNOR KBRRT. 



John O Cennor> son of 
Connor Bachach, son of * 
Connor Fionn, son of 
Connor, son of 
John, son of 
Connor, son of 
Connor, son of 
Connor, son, of 
Biarmuidy son of . 



Mahon, son of 
Diarmuid Slnagach, 
Mahon, son of 
Core, son of 
Beatbaig, son of 
Connor, son of 
Cathal, son of 
Aodha, son of 
Teige, son of 



of 

i 
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Conluachra, son of ^ 

Diarmiddy son of 

ConDOFy son of 

Fnm, son of 

MaolseacMnfn, son of 

Floin Fearna, son of 

Ciar, son of ^ 

Colman, son gf 

Cobhtliaig,. son rf 

Keachtabhrachy son of 

Maokuile, son of 

Aodha, son of 

Daitfaachta, son of 

Seanuig, son of ^ 

Keathachy son of 

Fearbha, son of 

Jomchadha, son of 

Eibhiic, sop of 

Mochdoine, son of 

TTIaimh, son of. 

Meisincon^. son of 

Sabhala, son of , 

Modha Art, son of 

Oirbhsionmhar, son of 

'Eochaidhy^son of 

Artri, soA of 
^'Aghnamtdn, son of 

Fiamhuin. soi\ of 

Dealbnaoi, son of 

]E!ana, son of / 

Lainne> ^on df 

Ulsaigb, son of 

Tamhain, son of 

Feargus. This Feargus tad 
threie noble prinqes of gteat 
valour and ^conduct; the 
first and eldest was Ciar, 
trho obtained a large terri- 
tory in the county of iterry ; 
from him descended the no- 
ble families of Connor, 
lungs of Kerr^, as also the 
Scanlans and Srosnaghans ; 
from him the county took 
^e name Ciarruidhe, ia. 
English Kerry. From Coro^ 



the second son of lF\eilrgQs, 
sprang O Connor, kings of 
Corcaniroe, Q Loghlinn, ^ 
kmgs of Bcikrinny md the 
-Iboiilies of O Cathfl, Con- 
way, in Irish Condubh, Ca- 
sio, in irisll Caisfhiagfa^ 
Tiemy, ^in Irish O Tia^- 
uma, Nestor, in Irish Mac- 
anaistir, O Maz^acham, 
O Tyn, and the Hargans 
and Flathertys of Thou- 
mond. From Conmac, the 
the third son of Feargus, 
sprang die noble families of 
O Farril, kings of Upper 
Comnaicne, now the county 
c»f Longfbfd ;' the Sannals, 
in Irish Magranuill, tdngs 
of Lswer Conraaicne, now 
the coun^ of Leitrim, and 
Dorcy, in Irish MagdDier^ 
chuidh, Mac Eochaidb, O 
Huallachain, Mae S^ieaa* 
loich, O Mormn, b Bedft- 
chain, in English O Bo^, . 
O Dubhain, in SngtiA O 
Duan, Mac AnoglaeMfc, O 
Mai]iing,'6i]mer> in Indi 
>fapgioUambir. Firom Ir 
also sprang Kenny/ in frish 
O Oonnuidhe, odieiit^lM cal- 
led Mao an Cheammdfa, 
Kennelly, In Irish O Cionn* - 
f haoladh, Keithemys, ' in 
Iridi CeaChitnia, and Mac - 
Eochaidh, in Leinster, the 
Carrolans, drc, 
The chief of each tidble finn- 
ily in Ireland was always, 
styled as king, the otij title 
. in use amongst the Irish to 
distinguish the nobiHty from 
. the inferior gentry, unti! ^e 
English introduceid the tit^ 
of earl, . viscouht,' baroDi 
Itnight, &c. 
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THE GENEALQGT 

OJ THB 

POSTERITY OF HEREMON- 

Ugaine Moi^, the stook of this princely ^aoe, ha4 but two sons 
that led issue, viz. Laogaire Lore and Cobthaig Caolbreag; 
from Cobthaig descended the several septs of the race of Her- 
emon in Leath Cqfiqn, and from Laogaire those of the same 
race in Leinster. 

THE PEDIGREE OF THE G%EM! NEILL. 



JOHKy.Spi) of 

Hugh, son of 

J^eardorcha, son of 

Counn Bachach, son of 

Henry, son of 

Eogan ; (the posterity of Feid« 
hlim Roe parts here with Q 
Neill,) son of 

Niall Oge, son of 

Niall More, son of 

Aodha, son of 

Donali» son of 

Bryen Chathaan Duin, sooof 

Niall Roe, son of 

Aodha an Maccaomh Toin- 

. leasg» SQn of 

Mortough Moigh h^riy son of 

Teige Glinne, son of 

Connor na Fiodhga, son of 

Donallfln Toghdamh, son of 

Aodha Athlamh, fVom whose 
son Donnesleibhe sprang ' 
Mac Suibhne Fanat, and 
from him sprang Mac Swy- 
ny Dtutath and Mac Swy- 
ny Badhuine, son of 

Flathbhertach an Trosdaio, 
son of 

Mortough Midhig, son of 

Dpnall Ardhmach, from whose 

VOL. il. 2 



brother Aodha spaang Clah 
Aodha Buidhe, by others 
Mac Boyes, son of 
Mortough na Gcochall Gcroi- 

ceann, son of 
Niall Glandubh, son of 
Aodha Fionnliath, son of 
Niall Caille, son of 
Aodha porndighe, son of 
Niall Freasaoh, frqm whose 
^ brother Connor sprang O 
Kean, ii^ Irish O Cathaine, 
son of 
Feargoile, sqn of 
Maolduinne, son of 
Maolfithrighe, son of 
Aodha tJariodhnach^ son of 
Donall tichealgach, son of 
Mortough, from whose brother 
Maine sprang O Gormleag- 
hadh, son of 
Muireadhach Eogan ; (from . 
~ this Eogan sprang the illus- 
trious family of O Neill, 
Icings of Tir Eogan, in Eng- 
lish Tireoin, O Heodhasa, 
Couallain, O Craoibhe, 
in English Creagh, Mulli* 
neux,in Irish O lyiaolagainr 
O Maolimhicil, in English 
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MuItiIiO, Horan, Id Imb 
Clann Odhrain; the said Eo« 
gan had five sons that had 
issue, viz. Muireadhach, Oi« 
lioH, Feargus, Feidhlim, and 
EochaidhBinnig; fi-om Mor- 
tough, SOD of Muireadhach, 
sprang Maglachluin, in Eng- 
lish Mac Loghlin; from 
Mongan, son of Muiread- 
hach, sprang the Donallys, 
and from Feargall^ son of 
Muireadhach, sprang the 
Caulfields, in Irish Cath- 
mhaoil; from Oiliolla, son 
of Eogan, sprang Mac Gi- 
oUa Kelly, and from Feidh- . 
Urn, son of Eogan, sprng O 
Dubhdhiarma, ^'C.) son of 

Kiall of the nine hostages, who 
had seven sons, vix. Lao- 
gaire, Eogan, Eana, Cair- 
bre, Maine, Conull Gulhan, 
and ' Conall Crisamthine ; 
from Laogaire, son of Niall, 
sprang O Conlivan, in Irish 
O Caoindhealbhain ; from 
Eogan sprang the families ' 
aforesaid ; from Maine, son 
of Niall/sprang the Sionach 
O Hagain, O Roanain, Mac 
Conmeadha, in English Mac 
Conmeie, Ui Ineirge, Sla- 
min^s, in Irish Slamhain, Mult 
conry, in Irish Maolcho- 
naire, Ciobhliochains, Sheils 
Cathalains, , the Breens, in 

• Irish Muinter Bhraoin, Mur- 
rys, Cordharahna, O Culnn, 
O Taidhgain, Roanain, 
and Deignan, jn Irish Diibh- 
geanaiu. From Conall Gul- 
ban, son of Niall, sprang the 
renowned family of O Do- 
nail, kings of Tirc6nnelL and 
from O Daniel sprang O 
Doharty, O Gallagher, and 



O Boyle, in Irish O Buid- 
bill; from Conall Creamb- 
thine, son of Niall, sprang 
O Maoleachluin ; Eana and 
Cairbre left no issue ; from 
Fiachadh, son of Niall, 
sprang O Mulloy, O Ma- 
olmbuadh, Mageogbagan, 
and the Mae Cuillins, ia 
Irish Sliocht Gcoilin, and 
O Huiginn,) son of 
Eocbaidh Moighmeodhin, son 

of 
Muireadhach Tireach, son of 
Fiachadh Sreabhtuinne, son of 
Cairbre Liffeacbair, son of 
Cormac Ulf badha, son of 
Art Aonfhir, son of 
Conn Cead Chatach, son of 
Feidhlime Reachtmhar, son of 
Tuathal Te^chtmhar, son of 
Fiachadh Fionnla, son of 
Fearadhach Fionn, son of 
Criomhthan Niadhnar, son of 
-Lugh Riabhndearg, son of 
Mac na trii Bfineamhna, son 

of 
Eochaidh Feidhlioch/ son of 
Finn, son of 
Finnlogha, son of 
Roighnein *Roe, son of 
Easamuin Eamhna, son of 
Blathachta, son of 
Labhradh Lorck, son of 
Eadhna Aighnacji, son of 
Aongus Tuirmheach Teamh- 

rach, son of 
Eochaidh Foltleathan, son of 
Ciliolla Caisf hialach, son of • 
Conla Cruadh Chealgach, son 

of 
Jaran Gleofathach, son of 
Mailge Molbthach, son of 
Cobhthaig Caolmbreag, son of 
Ugaine More, 'son of 
Duach Laghrach, son of 
Fiacha Tolgrach, son of 
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Muireadhach Bplgrach, son of 
Simon Breac, son of 
Faobhar Glas, son of 
Nuadha Fionhfaii, son of 
Giallacha, son of 
OlioUa, Foltchaoin, son of 
Siorna Saogalach, son of 
Dein Rotheachta, son of 
Maoin, son of 
Aongus Olmuchachy son of 
Vide Mac Carty 



Fiachadh Labhruine, son of 
l^miorguill, son of 
Eanbhotha, son of ' 
Tighernmas, son of 
Follain, son of 
Eithriall, son of 
Iriall Faidh, son of 
-Heremon, son of 
MilesiuSi king of Spain. 

More*s pedigree. 



THE PEDIGREE OF O DOMHNAILi 



AoDHA, son of 

Roger, son of 

A-edha, son of 

Maghnus, son of 

Aodha Dabh, son of 

Aodha Roe, son of 

Niall Qarbh, son of 

Turlough an Fhipna, son of - 

NiaiPGarbh, son of 

Aodha, i^on of 

Donall Oge, son of 

Donall^More, son of 

Bighneachain, son of 

Donogh. son of 

Donall, son of 

Aodha, son of 

Teige, son of 

Conn, son of 

Cathbhar, son of 

Giolla CHost, SQn of 

Cathbhar, son of 

X)onall, from whom O Donail 
took that name, son of 

"Eighneachain, son of 

Dalaig (from whom O Daly in 

^ Coracht took the name, oth- 
ers call them Sioll Ndala,) 
son of 

Mor tough ; (this M ortough 
had two brothers, visf. Maol- 
duin, from whom sprung O 
Boyle, in Irish O Buidhill^ 
and Fianan, from whom 



descended O Doharty,} son 
of 

Feargus, son of 

Seadhna, son of 

Feargus Ceannfada, son of . 

Seadhna,, son of ^ 

Cona 1 Gul ban o n of 

Niall of the nine hostages, son 
of 

Eochaidh.Moighmeodhln. This 
Eochaidh had fii^e sons, viz. 
Bryen, Fiacha, Oilioll, Ffear- 
gus, who were the four sons 
of Mongfinne, daughter of 
Fiodhaig ; his fifth son was 
Niall of the nine hostages, 
his mother was Carionn Cos* 
dubh, daughter to the king 
of Britain' ; and though Ni- 
all was the youngest son of 
the five, yet he was allowed 
the first place in genealogy^ 
because he was the most 
powerful, and that more of 
his posterity were monarchfi 
of Ireland than of the other 
two brothers that had issue ; 
Feargus and Oilioll died is- 
sueless, and the respective 
genealogies of the two bro- 
thers that left issue, which 
were Bryen and Fiacfaft) 
will be traced as fbliows : 
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CAtHAL Oge^ son of « 

Aodha, son of 

Turlough Roe, son of 

jTeige Boye, sdn of 

Cathal Roe, son of 

Teige, son of 

"turlough Roe, S(m of 

Aodha, son of 

Fidhliraidh, (from whose bro- 
ther Turlough sprang the 
noble family of O Connor 

. Donn,) son of 

Hugh or Aodhdi son of 

Eogan, son of 

Roger, Ion of 

Abdha, son of 

Cathal Crobhdearg, «on bf 

Turlough More. (This Tur- 
lough had five sons who had 
.left i^ue, viz; Cathal Crobh- 
dearg,. from whom sprang 
the noble families of O Con- 
nor Roe and D Qonnor 

( Donn ; from Bryen Laigh- 
neach, the ^ Isecond son, 
sprang the noble family of 
' O Connor Sligoe ; from 
Aodha Dall the third son, 
descenc^ed O Gealbhuidhe 
Maghhus« from whom des- 
cended Mac Maghnus of 
Tirtuatliail, and O Connor 
na Midhe, from whom 
sprang Clan Con Aifne ;) 
son of 

Roger na Sioghbuidhe, son of 

Aodha na Gaibhearnuig, son 
of. 

Teige an Eich Gili (from 
whose son Mulruany des- 
cended the famous family of 
Mac Dlarmuid of Moigh* 
luirg, from .whom sprang 
Mac Donogh of Coruinn 



and Tir Oiliolla:) sctai of 

Catal, son of - 

Connor, (froib whdse brother 
Teige the family of the 
Teiges descended,) son of 

Teige^ son of 

Cathal, son of 

Cdnnor, son of 

Teige More, son bf 

Muirghiosa, (from whose sbn 
Cathal sprang Mac Oiriegh- 
taig,) son of 

Tumatagh, son bf 

Jonarghtaig, from whotn sprang 
O Bim, sbn of 

Muireadhach Muilleathan, 
(from whose son sprang O 
Flanagan, Maol Breanoin, 
and O Maol Mocheirge; 
from Feargus, another son 
sprang Map Samhragain:) 
son of 

Ragallach, son of 

Uadhach, son of 

Aodha, (from whom sprUng O 
Flynn,)- son of 

&ochaidh Tiormchoma, son of 

Eeargus, (from whose son 
Feargna sprang the noble 
family of O -Hourke, kings 
of Breifne, 0~ Reily, in 
Irish O Ragalaigh, kin^ 
of Cavan, from wjiom des- 
cended the Rahillys, accord* 
ing to the annals of Ireland 
written at Ballimore, on fine 
vellum, 300 years ago, now 
extant in Trinity. College, 
Dublir, as also from die 
said Feargna i^rang the no- 
ble familijes of 6 Donallan, 
Cosnamha. and Mac Tigh- 
ernains ; from Duach Tean- 
garnhd; another son (^Fear- 
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gus, spnmg O Flah«i7» 

king of Jar Conacht ; son of 

Muireadhach Mai), son of 

Eogan Sreibh, son/ of 

Duach Gallach, son of 

Bryen, (from whose son Oirio> 

soin, sprang the Qoble fam* 

ily of O Mayly ; from Ear- 

ca Dearg, another son of 

Bryen, sprang Mac Branaii 

and O Hanly; from the 

. said Bryen sprang Mac 

Teige, Magoireachtaig, Cru- 

* adhlaoch, in Bnglish, Q 

Crowly, O Concheanainy O 

Fionnagabi O Hallurain, O 



Muiii^MMb Mac Brady, 
Garry, in Irish O Gairb- 
fhia, O BttM^an, O Floio, 
LuMBy Fa^» in Irbfa O Fa- 
thaig, O Cnamhin, O Dom- 
^dein, O Breislin, and Mac 
Aodh, &c.) ami of 
Eochai^ Moighnieodhin» son 

of 
Muireadhach Tavack, son of 
Fiachadh Sreahhtuine, son of 
Caiifore lifieacfaair^ son <^ 
Connac Ulf hada, son of 
hxx, Aonf hir, aoki of 
Conn Cead Chatach. 



Vide O Meill'a pedigree. 
THE PEDIGREE OF MAGEOGHAGAN. 



CoKKonand Conlyyaooaof 
Calbbach, son cf 
Conly, son of 
Coimil), son of 
Neill, ion of 
Rossai son of 
.C<^ly» son of 
CooQor, son of 
Xaigfanigh, son of 
Conly, son of 
Hugh Boyoy son of 
Diiarmuidi son of 
I>onough, SOD of 
Mortougbi son of 
Coiig«iacb» son of 
Congalacby son of 
Mortougbi son of 
Donoughu son of 
Congalach OgCi son of 
Congalach More, ma of 
Mortough, son of 
Concalm* son of 
Cencoigchrithe, son of 
Congalach, son of 
Mortoughy son of 



MaotseacWnin^ son of 
Co^pach, son of 
Anluan» son of 
^Congalach, sonof 
Donoogh, son: of 
Morongh, aoaof 
Amal^icliy son of 
Floiti, iottofv 
Eathiidi» son of 
Eochaidhy son of 
Eodiaidh, son of 
C^nondilhan, aonof 
GioUa. CoOnin, son of 
A nwJgach » aonof 
Koger, son of 
Ineirge, aonof 
Kocliigain, (from, whom 

geoi^gaa took the na 

aonof 
Coigrach, son of 
Amalgach, son of 
Tnaduil, soaof 
Fiachadh, son of 
Niall of the nine hoatageSj 

narch of Ireland. 
ra pedigree. 
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DiARMuiD, son of 

Soger, son of 

Piarmuid, son of 

Giolla Dubh, son of 

Diarmuid, son of * 

William, son of 

John, son of 

Owen, son of 

Giolla na Naomh, son of 

Roger, son of 

Giolla na Naomh, son of 

Randle, son of 

Guilbuidhe, son of 

Sheagnasy, (from whom O 

Sheagnasjr took, the name/) 

son of . 
»Donogh, son of 
G>nmidhe, son of 
Feargoile, son of 
Maolciarain, son of 
Cais, son of ' 

Maoltuile, son of 
Sitthmaine,' son of 
^•chba, son of 
Eaghno, son of 
Gabhran, son of 
Tobhuigh Branan^ ion of 
Bioinieath Dearg, son of 
Morough, son of 
Aodhy son of 
Artgoile, (from whose son 

Ardgal sprang O Dowd, O 

Heyn, Kilkelly O Cearaigh, 

O Cleirigh, O Fahy, O 

BraonJEiin of Cineal* Aodha, 

Mttinter Chomaltain Keady, 

in Irish Mointer Cheadaig, 

and the Caffitogs, In Irish 

Vide O NeiU's pedigree. 



Muinter Chathmhogha, &c.) 
son of 

Guariean Ojnigh, son of 

Colroan, son -of 

Cobhthaig, son of 

Gabhneoin, son of 

ConuU, son of 

Eogan, son of 

Eobhaidh Breac, (from whom 
descended Muinter Crea- 
chain, Muinter Leanain, 
Muinter Laithilte, and Mu^ 
inter Shuanaig,) son of 

Dathi, son of .- 

Fiacha, son of 

Eochaidh Moighmeodhin^ son 

of 

F^ichadh Sreabhtuine, (whose 
brother Eochaidh Dubhlein 
was father of the three Col- 
las, who were princes of 
conduct and valour. From 
Colla Uais,* the eldest, 
sprang the noble family of 
Mac Donaill, both in Ire- 
land and Scotland, as also 
Shiehy, in Irish Clan Tsithgh^ 
Dowel, in Irish Clan Dub- 
haill, Kerin, in Irish Clan 
Cheirin, Flynn, in Irish O 
Floinn, Tuirtre as before* 
mentioned, as also O Brea- 
sail Macha,&c.) son of 

Cairbre Liffeachair, son of 

Cormac Ulf hada, son of 

Art Aonf hir, son of 

Conn Cefld Chatach. 



THE PEDIGREE OF MAC DONAILI«, EARL OF 

ANTRIM. 



llAKDLEft son of 

Samhairle, son of 
Asufldnmi, muk of 



Eoin Cathanacb, son of 
Donall Ballacfa, son of 
Eoia More^ aonof 
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MeadbriMdhe, gon of 
Suibhne, son of 
NiallguSy son of 
Maine, son of 
Goffra, son of 



Eoliiy son of 

AoDgus Oge, son of 

Aongus, son of 

Donaill, (from whom Mac Do- 
nail, took the name; from 
Alusdrum, another son of Feargus, son of 
this Donail, the Sfaiehys Eire, son of 
descended ;) son of 

Randle, son of 

Samhairle, son of 

Giolla Bride, son of 

Giolla Adamhnuin, son of ~ 

Solamh, from whom sprang 
the SoUys^ in Irish Mac 
Solamh, &c. son of ' 



Criomhthan, son of 
Eochaidh, son of 
Colla Uais, son of 
Eochaidh Dubhlein, sonof 
Cairbre Liffeachair, son of 
Cormac Ulf hada, son of 
Art Aonf hir, son of 
Conn C^d Chathach. 



Vide O N^ill's pedigree. 



Fron^ Colla da^Chrioch, second 
br()ither, descended the noble 
families of Mac Mahbn of 
Ulster, kings of Oirgiall ; 
Maguire, kings of Fearma- 
nagh; O Kelly, kings of 
Maine, &c. 



Likewise from diis race sprang 
O Madin, in Irish O Ma- 
daighin, Eagan, in Irish Mac 
Easain, O Nldlain, O Han- 
luam, and the Nortons; io 
Irish O Neachtain, &c. 



THE PEDIGREE OF MAGUIRE. 



GoNCONACHTMore, (who was 
slain at Aughrim in behalf 
• of James II. &c.) son of 
Aodha, son of 
Bryen, son of 
Conconacht, son of * 
Conconacht, son of 
Conconacht, son of 
Bryen, son of 
Philip, son of 
Thomas More, son of 
Aodha Roe, sc^n of 
Flathbhertach, sonof 
Donn, son of 
Donall, son of 
Christianus, son of 
Donn More, son pf 
Randle, son of « 



Giure, (from whom Magture 

took the name,) son of 
Cairrdhigh, son of 
Oirdheiligh, son of 
Guir, son of 
Cairnmgh, son of 
Luain, son of ' 
Uairgioladh, sonof 
Criomhthan, son of ^ 
Feidhthigh, son of 
Roichidh, son of 
Colla da Chrioch, son of 
Eochaidh Dubhlein, son of 
Fiachadh Sreabhtuine, son of 
Cairbre Liffeachair, son of 
Cormac Uifhada^ sonof 
Art Aonf hir, son of 
Conn Cead Chatach. 



Vide O NeOl's pedigree. 
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THE GENEALOGY OF O KELLT. 



Maolbachluxv, mo of 

Fefldofdifly sdo-cC 

CettUa^Moof 

Donall, M» 4if 

Aodhy MMi of 

William, son of 

Madeadiloiiiiiy fon of 

Williflm Boje» aon of 

Dooogh Mnimhneachj ion of 

Connor^ son of 

ponall, son of 

Teige Taiiteann, son of 

Connor, son of 

J>iannaidy son of 

dnmoTf son of 

Teige Cbatha Biyen, son of 

Moroc^y son of 

/Aodha, son of 

Ceallaig, from niiom O K^Iy 
took the name, son of 

Fianachta, son of 

OilioUa, son of 

Jonfachtach, from whqse bro« 
ther Cosgrach sprang Clan 
Aodhaghain, son of 

Foithchiollay son of 

Dluthaig, son of 

Diocholla, son oi 

Eogan Fionn, from whose bro- 
ther Buadhach sprang X) 
Madagain, son of 

Cormacy sDn of 

Cairbre Crom, son of 

Fearaidhach, aon of 

Lughaidhy son of 

Dallain> soi^of 

Breatal, son of 

Maine Mor, %on of ' 

Eochaidh Firdagbiall, son of 

Donall) son of 

Jomchai^. (This Jon^chaidh 
had three brothers, m. De- 
aghadh Durn, from whom 
sprang Mac Mahqn of Uls- 



ter; Bochadh-, the second 
brother, from whom sprang 
Magnire, and Mac Tigh- 
eman of Clan Fanil ; Fia- 
cbradh, the third brother, 
from whom sprang O Han- 
luain and O Niallain,) son of 
Conn Cead Chathach. (This 
Coon had two brothers; 
from Eochaidh Fionn, one 
of them, descended O Nnl- 
lain in Leinster ; from Fia- 
chadh Suidhe, the other 
brother, sprang the O Wha-_ 
bns, in Irish O Faolain, 
imd O Sruicin Munsteir;) 
son of 
Feidhlim Reachtmar, son of 
Tnatbal Teachtmar, son of 
Fiachadh Fionola, son of 
fearadhach Fionn, son of 
Criomthan Naidhnair, spn of 
][«agh Riabhndearg, son of 
Mac na trii Bfineamhna, son of 
Eochaidh FeidUioch, son of 
Finn, son pf 
Finnlogha, spn of 
Roighnein Roe, son of 
Easamuin Eamhoa^ son of 
Blathacbta, son of 
J^abhradh J^orck, son of 
Eana Aighnach, from whose 
brother Fiachadh Fearmara 
sprang Conaire Mac Mod"* 
ha Lan^badh, brother-in-law 
to Conn Cead Chathach, 
and he was father to the 
three Cairbres, viz. .Cairbre 
Riada, Cairbre Muisk, and 
Cairbre. Bascaoin; they and 
their posterity were called 
Earnuide MuQihan t from 
Cairbri^ Riada. is Dailriada 
in Scotland called; from 
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CmAte Muisk k Vvalkeny 
ia M unileF called, of wkose 
posterity is O Failbhe^i iQ 
fingliflh O Failvy, in DeB« 
mondy an ancieat and noble 
ftiiiily, &€• frotti Cairbre 
Baaoaoin U Coroa Baiadn 
oaiiedy and we aiid none of 
hm imm* From the nid 
Cairbra Biada «praog those 
names in Scottand, yit. Ci* 
iteal Guairoy Magh A^^ma* 
Magh Eegaaa, Magh 
Vide O J^eUl 



Bmthri^b, Magb Oiolla 
£oin, and Ma^ GioUa 
Laghmhain, itc.) son of 
Aongos Tukrraheach Teaaih« 

tach, SOB of 
BodMidh Foltlcalbah, son of 
Oiliolla Caisf hiaclach, son c^ 
Conla Cniadh Cheelgaoh, son 

Jaraa 6k<»ahacb» B^n of 
Meflge Molbthachy son of 
CoMthaig Caohnbttag» son of 
Ugaiae More. 
*s pedigree* 



THE FOtLOW$NG NOBLE BRANCHES OF THE 
yORiieOING iPEINCELY PAMltY OF O KELLY. 



DoKAL o Kell^, or Dennis 
^elly of Aghraan, in ^e 
Qounty of Qalway, in the 
iingdem of Iceland, E$q. 
is the only son of Charles 
jEetiy, commonly caHod co- 
lonel Charles Kelly, who 
was bred in his ^outn at 9t« 
OmerSy where he went thro' 
th^ course of hia studies 
with great reputation, and 
became well versed in the 
Imowledge of most of ihe 
Europeim; languages, 9uch 
$fi Greek) Latin, Italian, 
Spanish, French, English, 
and Irish. In the year 164^ 
^ returned to Ireland^ and 
having spon the command of 
^ Iroop of horse under the 
marqms of Ormond, distin* 
gyi^ped himself in tbe royal 
9ause upon many occasipns 
during the war; but when 
the king was beheaded, and ' 
Irdand had been redtt<^ by 
the usurper, he left the king- 
dom, and carried a regiment 
of foot, consisting of 2000 
VOL. II. 2 



men into Spain, and his roy- 
■ nI master, king Charles ll. 
Ibeing then in France^ he 
soon repi^ired to him, and 
being rollowed by most of 
his officers and soldiers, they 
were formed into a regiment, 
and placed again under bis 
comi)Miad. Colonel Charles 
%e\\y continued in France, 
tiU (^dinal Mazarine made 
Uiat i|ifamo!;r3 peace with 
Cromwell, by which the king 
aq4 royal family were obli- 
ged to quit that kingdom^ 
and retire into Spain, the 
only power at variance with 
the usurper; then, like a 
great many other gallant and 
l<^al gentlesgieo, (^ quitted 
that ^ervice^ and followed 
bi9 royal master $nto Spain» 
where he remained til} it 
pleased Qpd to bring about 
the ha{^y restoration. In 
the year 1660 he came into 
England* and waa highly 
esteemed for his learning, 
loyalty, and great services 
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f botih at h&me abd abroad. 
In llie rdgn of .king James 
IL he was dioien Imight of 

• the Aire . for the county of 
Roscommon in Ireland^ aad 
one of his majesty's most 
honourable privy coun« - 
cil in that kingdom. He 
was a person of great abili- 
ties, (Hety, and untversal 
knowledge, and was justly 
esteemed one of the wisest 
as well as most accomplish- 
ed men of the age ; son of 

John O Kelly, commonly cal- 
1^ colonel John Kelly, the 
father of Charles, and grand- 
father to the present Dennis, 
was likewise very active and 
zealous in supporting the 
cau86 of king Charles I. 
during the whole course of 
the war of Ireland, and h&d 
such a distinguished charac- 
ter for his services from 
those two eminent royalists, 
the marquisscs of Ormond 
and Clanrickard, that he was 
restored, by a particular 
clause in the act of settle- 
ment, to all the estate whrch 
he either had in possession 
or reversion in the year I64flp 
which estate was accordingly 
enjoyed by him," and still 
remSiins in his 'family. The 
said John O Kelly was son 
and heir to Colla O Kelly, 

• who, in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, was commander 

• of the foot, under the great 
Richard, earl of Clanrick- 
ard; and then of St. Albans 



in England, at the baltle of 
Kinsaie, against the Spa- 

. niards; in which the said 
Cdlla O Kdly bdunred hin- 
self with the greatest .oon* 
duct and resohition. This 
fiuniiy is the chief of the 
Dane, and one of the most 

. andent, in the kingdom, and 

. were allied to most of the 

• best famities in it ; for Col- 
la O Kelly was married into 
the fJEunily of the Betaghs, 
anttident good one of Da- 
nisb extraction ; his son 
John was married to the 
daughter of Sir William Hill 
of Ulenstown, in the county 
of Meath, by his first wife, ' 
daughter to Plunket of Gyps- 
town, of the earl of Fin- 
gall's family; Charles was 
married to the daughter 
of O Kelly of Galway, by 
Ayles, daughter to O Sheag- 

. nasy, anotiber ancient good 
family in that cotintry t and 
the present Dennis is mar- 
ried to the honourable Mary 
Kelly, alias Bellew, eldest 
daughter of ' Walter, late 
lord Bellew, by the right 
honourable Frances Arabel- 
la Bellew, alias Wentworth, 
eldest daughter i>f the right 
honot'able Sn: William Went- 
worth, and sister to the pre- 
sent earl of Strafford, by 
whom he has issue living two 

' " daughters, viz. Frances Ara- 
bella the eldest, and Ann 

. the youngest, 
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THE PEDIGREE OF THE DAILRIADA IN 

SCOTLAND. 



CoNSTANTiKy san of 
Coilein, son of 
Dubh, son of 
Maolcolm, son of 
Constantm, son of 
Kennedy, soa of 
Ailpin, son of 
•Eachach, son of 
Aodha Fionn, son of 
Dan^anguirt, son of 
Feargus, son of 
Niseamair, son of 
Eire, son of , 

Eochaidh Munramhar, son of 
Aongus Firt, son of 
Feidhlimidh Aislingtheach, son 

Vide O Neill 



of 
Aongus Baj4hneach, san of 
Feidhlim Roiniq, son of 
Ceann Cormac, son of 
Struthluaithe, son of 
Fjdbfeige, son of 
Eaguir Chirr, spn of 
Eochaidh Andoith, sqn of 
Fiachadh Cathmhaoil, son of 
Foirdheid, son of 
Ehrc, son of 
Eochaidh Riada, son of 
Fiacha Fearmara; son of 
Aongub Tuirmheach Tee^mh- 

rach, son of 
Eochaidh Foltleathan^ 
's pedigree, 



Of the noble families of Leiri&ter descended from Xaogaire 

' Lprck, son of Ugaine More, of the posterity of Hereinon, 

we will begin with the Cavanaghs/ though not the eldest of 

Cathaoir More's posterity, but because there ^ere more kings 

in Leinster of their direct line, than any of the/est. 

THE PEDIGREE OF MAC MOROUGH, 



MoROUGH, son of 

Donall Spaineach, son of 

Donogh, son of 

Charles Carrach, son of 

Mortough, son of 

Art Boye, son of 

Donall Riabhach, son of 

Gearald, son of 

Art Oge, son of , 

Art More, son of 

Mortough, frdm whose brother 
Arthur sprang Sliocht Diar- 
muda Lamhdearg, viz. Mo- 
rough Mac Bryen with his 
descendants ; son of 

Maurice, son of 



Mortough, son of 

Donall Caomhanach. (From 
this Donall the noble family 
of the Cavanaghs descended ; 
the said Donall had two bro- 
thers, viz Eamon and Art ; 

' This Art was put to di^ath 
by Roderic O Connor, and 
left no issue ; from Eamon 
descended the Cinsealachs^ 
famous for several wbrthy 
merits, ) son of 

Diarmuid na Ngall, (from 
whose brother Morough na 
Ngaoidhil sprang Mac Dai- 
bithMorc,) son of 
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Donogb, ion of 

Morough MaolnambOi 80tt ci 

Diarmuidy fonof 

Doqallf aon of 

Ceallacb, aon of 

Cionaoitliy son of 

Cairbre, son of 

Diarmuid, aon of 

^odha, ton of 

B-agallach, son of 

Onpon, son of 

Faolchon, son of 

Paolidn, SOD of 

JSiobun, son of 

Eogan Caoob» sod of 

NaSiiy from whom the O Ry^e 

ons descended, a sept most free 
and hospitable ; son of 

Criomhtban, son of 

Eana Cinsealach, from whose 
son Feidhlim i^rang the no- 
ble fiunilies of the O Mur* 
phy and O Dowhng ; and 
from the satdEana's brother 
rarang the aoUe fkmilki of 
the Byms and Tools> in 
Irish O Bi^oiii and O Tua- 
thai; son of 

Breasal BeaUach, son of 

Fiachadh Baiceada, who was 
the youngest of ail Cathaoir 
More's sons, from whom 
sprang Huffy ^ son of 

Cathaoir More, (from whose 
eldest ^n, viz. Rossa Failge, 
fiprsmg the noble family of O 
Connor Falie; and from O 
Connor Falie sprang the fa- 
mous families of O puin, 
in English Dun, am) O 
Dempsy, lords of ClinmaT 
lier ; of the same r«ce or 
Kne sprang O Braanain, O 
Riagain m Leinster, Mac 
Coiittn, Clan Carbry, O 
Mo^ohiarain, O Bearra of 

• LeaChachy O Hartaich, and 



one of the flimiHei of O 
FloinA» Stc. Fk-om D^ire 
Barrach, another son of Ca- 
thaoir More, sprang O Ger- 
main, O Moony, in IfiA O 
Maonaigh, MuiQin, m Irish 
O Meolain t from Cuphorb, 
another son of Cathaoir 
More, sprang O Feadbail ^ 
Forthuath, son ci 

Feidhlime ^ornrglas, son ot 

Connac Gealtagaoitb, son of 

I^iadbcfaorb. son of ' 

Cmichorb, (from whose idn 
Cairbre Clutheachidr s|)fr&ng 
the honouraUe famSh^ of O 
Pwire, kings of dairbty^ 
Coilln^onanach, &c. &c. and 
from him also s(>rang O 
Donagaldi Araighe,) son of 

Connor Abradhruadhj son of 

Finfileadh, scm of 

Rosa Roe, son of 

Nnadha Neaeht ; (thb Niuid- 
ha had three sons, vk. Fear- 
gus FsjrgOr the tt>eeslor; 
Baoisgine, from whomsptfang 
Cumhall, the father ofFionn, 
the general of all the trained 
bands of Ireland, called Fi* 
ana Eirion. Baine, the kmg 
of England's daughter, was 
mother to Cumhall, imd of 
Feidhlime Reachtmar,) son 
of 

Seadhna Siothbhach, son of 

Luighdheach Loithfinn, son of 

Breasal Breac. ( From this Bre- 
^ asal's son Conla sprang the 
noble fiimily of the Fitz Pii« ^ 
^icks, iB Irijh Mac GioOa 
Fhadrui|b kings of Ossery), 
son 4^ 
Fiachadh Faobhric^ soi^of 

Oiliolla Glas, sob of 

Fiachadh Fo^^las, son of. 
Nuadbatt; Follamhuin son of 
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J^tl6hy 0M1 6f ' AoD^ T61faii6liYnxi, b^« of 

Art>80n of Oiliolla Breacham, 86ft tt 

Modha Art) son of Labhra Xiomg8each» son of 

Crkm^thas Cosgradi, ton of OUidUa Atne, won o€ 

Feidhlime Fortruino, son of Laogaire Lorck, 8011 of 

Fearguft FortamhuU) son of Ugaine More, 
i^reasal Breogarahuin, ton of 

Vide O Neill's pedigree. 

THE GENEAidGY OF MAUEICE 6 dOjWdft 

i?Al.IE, ESft. . 



DoNOGH and Maurie^ O Con« 
nor, Esqrs. tbe sobs of CoU» 
son of 

John O ConUiidr, son of 

Donoughy son of 

John, son of 

l^onoughy 80i!i (jt 

JobDi son of 

Piarmaid, son of 

Charles/ from whose brdther 
Turlough sprang the noble 
family of Teige an £roltihin» 
^c. son of 

Conn, son of 

Calbhach, son of 

Mprough, son of 

Mortough, son of 

MortOttgh, soa of 

Mortougb, sdtt of 

Maolmordha, son 6f 

Mortoughy son of 

t)onough, son 6t 

Conaifne, son of 

Mortougb, son of 

CoQgalach, soh of 

pun^leibhe, son of 

Brogm-bhan, son df 

Connor, son of 

Congalaeb, son of 

Finn, son 6f 

Maolmordha^ son of 

Cbnhor, son of 

Flapagan, soii of 

Cionnfhaoith; son of 

Mugruim. sott of 

Floin da Chpngtf,, sOxf of 

Biomusadby son ci 



Congalachy son of 
Foranatt, son ci 
Maobnhaigh, mm of 
Cathal, son of 
Bn^idhe, Sod of ^ 
Eogan, son of 
Natbi, ioit of 
Kossa Fai)gcf» i«» ^ 
Cathaoir More, moMBN^t of 

If eliind, son of 
Feidhlin^ Fi^rar^as; son of 
Corraac Oealtag^chi sdtt of 
Niadhchorb, son of 
Conchorby son of 
Modchorb, son 6f 
Connor Abradftma&» §tm d 
Finnfileadh, son of 
Rosa Roe^ Son of 
Nuadha N^iieM, son of 
Seadhna Siothbhachy son of 
Luighdheacfr Loitfifiihn, Son of 
Breasal Breac, son of 
Fiachadh Faobhric, son df 
QilioUa Glas, soti of 
FiadUsdh Foghla^ m& of 
Nuadhatt FoHaitehtHh, tton of 
AUoit, sd& of 
Art, soft «f 
Modha Ai>^ sdn of 
Criomhthafr GMgnd^, sMV ^f 
Feidhlime F(totiriMl; soa of 
Featgos FortaoAllutli son oi 
Bres^ Breogambtdn, son of 
Aongns FoU«edh«]dn> son of 
iLrutoifa Dvesicnain,' son* or 
Labhra LoiogieiM^sbi 
Offiolla Alnei imt-of 
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Laogair^ Lorck^sonof 
Ugiftine More, mooarch of Ire- 



land, and ancestor to all the 
royal race of Heremon. 



THE PEDIGREE OF THE FITZ PATRICKS, KINGS 

OF OSSERY. 



Brtek, son of 

Teige, son of 

Florence, son of 

Bryen, son of 

Bryan, son of . 

John, son of 

l^lorence na cul Choille, son of 

Florence; son of 

Donall Dubh, son of 

Florence Bac^h, son of 

Donail More, son of 

Moigh e Laighis, son of 

Donall ClanMrhy son of 

Sgaunlan, son of 

Giblla Padruig, from whom. 
Mac. Giolla Phadruig took 
the name of Fitz Patrick; 
son of 

Donough, son of 

Ceallach, son of 

Carroll, from whose son Bryen 
sprang the valiant family of 
O Breanan Jobh Duach, 
and'Clan Oisdigbin; son of 

Dongaile» son of 
* Anamchaidh, son of 

Concearna^ son of 

Fadan, son of 

Croanmaol, son of 

Ronan Rieghf hlatha^ son of 

Colman More, Bqn of 

Bigne Caoch, son of 

Laighnig Faoiligh; son of ' 

Scanlan More, son of 
' Cinnsiolach, son of . . 

Roman Duach, son of 

Conull, son of 

Cairbre, ^n of 

Neadbbuam, son of 

Eochaidh Lamhdhiott, son of 

Aingidhe, son of 

Laogaire B^arnbuadh^ one of 



the stoutest heroes pf ^is 
time, ^n of 

Aongus Ossery, son of 

Criomhthan, son of - 

Eire, son of 
. Eana, son of 

Oiliolla, son of 

Luigheach, son of 

Labhra,. son of 

Carthan, son of 

Kuadhatt, son of 

Conla, (from whom sprung the 
following surnames, accord- 
ing to the poem that begins 
with these words, f* Naas na 
Riogh Riogha n^ ttulach," 
viz. Muinter Baoithin, .Mu« 
inter Duineamhla, Muinter 
Osain, Muinter Mairinain, 
Muinter Tuachair, Muinter 
Chrithin, ■ Muinter Dhulb- 
ain, Muinter (.ionaig,' Mu- 
inter Urgusa, Muinter Chre* 
admachain, theNunanes, the 
' Muineaghans, a sept of the 
Breens, the Cobhraoi, and 
several others, &c.) sono^ 

Breasal Breac» sen of 

Fiachadh Faobhpc, son of 

OUioUa GlaSy son of 

Fiachadh Fogh]as, son of 

Nuadhatt ]Pollamh\un, son of 

Alloit, son of 

Art) son of 
Modha Art, son of 

Criomhthan Cosgrach, son of 
Feidhlime Fortruinn, son of 
Feargus Fortamhuil, son of 
Breasal Breogamhuin, son of 

Aongus Follamhuin, son of 

Oiliolla Breachain, son of 
Labhradh Loing'seach; son of 
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OilloUa Aine, ton of ' Ugaine More. 

Laogaire Lorck, son of 

. ; . Vide O NeSrs pedigree. 

T^E GENEALOGY OF O DWYRE. 



Philip, son of 

Anthony, son of 

Diammid, son of 

Thomas, son of 

Connor, son of 

Thomas, son of 

Thomas, son of 

Giolla na Naomh, son of 

GioUa na Naomh, son of 

Loghlm, son of 

Giolla na Naomh, son of 

Lorcan, son of 

Ceallaig, son of 

Giolla na Naomh, son of 

Ceallaig, son of 

Lorcan, son of 

Aodh, son of 

Donough, son of 

Lorcan, son of 

Dwyre, (from whom O Dwyre 

took the name,) son of 
Spiolain, son of 
Suibhne, son of 
Dunchadh, son of 



CoUim, son of 
Colman» son of 
Crath, son of 
Roger, son of 
Griollan, son of 
Lubna, son of 
Lughna, son of 
Muiriny, son of 
Fionnchadha,. son of 
Firrath, son of 
Firruadearg, son of 
Firine, son of 
Luigheach, son of 
Airimbair, son of 
Cairbre Cluitheachair, son of 
Conchorb, son of 
Modhchorb, son of 
Connor Abradruadh, son of 
Finfileadh, son of 
Rosa Roe, son of 
Nuadha Neacht, son of 
Seadhna Siothbhaeh, son of 
Luighdheach Loithfinn, son of 
Breasal Breac. 



Duadhfhlaith, son of 

Vide Titz Patrick's pedigree. 

THE PEDIGREE OF O HEIDERSGOIL ; 

In which we insert all the noble families that sprang from Ith, 
son-of Breogan; which Ith was uncle to king Milesius. 



Florence, son of 
Connor, son of 
Connor, son of 
Florence, son of 
Mac Con, son of 
Mac Con, son of 
Donough, son of 
Magh Crath, son of 
Donough More, son of 
Fothadh, son of 
Finn, son of 
Mac CoDy son of 



Fothadh, son of 
Heidersgoil, from whom O 

Heidersgoil took the name, 

son of 
Finn, son of 
Nuadhatt, son of 
Dungoile, son of •• 
Maoltoile, son of 
Dungfusa, son of 
Aongos, son of 
Foluchta, son of 
Flanaini son of 
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Nathi, ton of * 

Aongus, ton of 
Branuimh, son of . 
Heider^geoil, idb «f 
Cobhainy ton of 
Cobrain, son of 
Flannain, son of 
Mac Con, son of 
Macniadh> son of 
Luidheach, son a£ 
Daire Firuillne, am mi 
Eadamhrach, son of 
Deaghadh Dearg, worn a£ 
Deirgthine^ aon ef 
Nuadhadh Airgtbaad^ worn af 
Lachtaine, son ai 
Logha Fddhlig, satt a£ 
Osa» ton of 
Sin^ ton of 



Maithsin, tan of 

Loeha, ton of 

Eadaa^aniy ton of 

Ma3, ton ^ 

Luigheach, ton of 

Ith, ton of 

Breogan. Thfii Braofpui iraa 
king of Spaisy and was tha 
grandfather of king Mila« 
sius. From Luig^mdi, tlw 
ton of Ith, datcandetl Mac 
Anduidhe, Cdlnudhe» Mao 
Flanchaidhe of Dattruidhe^ 
O CoiAitbaigt O Curaia 
Mac Aillin in Scollandt 
fronwkaip O Hailikian, O 
Flmn Arda, O Bam Afraa^ 
&c« from Mao Ailimqptaa|r 
O FatliaidW ta^ 



WfV^ 
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